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“cities are the ruins of forests”
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‘cities are the ruins of forests”

Paulo Tavares s -

“In a time when our planet is experiencing climatic collapse,
the Amazon rainforest has now become
the center of the world.”

Elaine Brum @ i)
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2. Problem



Planetary Urbanization (Brenner & Schmid, 2012)

“Whoms planet?”
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How to mediate
the territorial occupation
and impact
of hydropower infrastructure
on Critical Zones
and Indigenous existances?
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Lines of Inquiry

Matter - Topos - Habitat - Geopolitics

General
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3. Research

Lines of Inquiry

Matter - Topos - Habitat - Geopolitics

General

Paticular

Anchor = Site
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3. Research

Research and Design Approach
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4. Design

Synchronization Field

Dynamics
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4. Design
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System Mappings
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4. Design

Strategic Interfaces

2. Re-naturalization landscape

3. Re-connection pathways

River
Human Settlements i
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4. Design

Strategic Interfaces

4.4.1. Dam Intervention

Mediation: Rehabilitate and Regenerate

Design Actions:

Water flow management & redirectioning.

New Natural Fishway and waterflow control.

4.4 2. Reduced Water Shore Intervention

Mediation: Resignify

Design Actions:

Re-connection of isolated shore populations.
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Strategic Interface:
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4. Design

Strategic Interface:
Dam Intervention

Longitudinal Dam Section
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1. Footbridge

2. Dike step canals
3. Dike

4. retention walls
5. Pool plateaus



4. Design

Strategic Interface:
Dam Intervention

Phase 1
Dike implementation

Phase 2

Sediment Capture

Phase 3
Naturalization




4. Design Outcome

Strategic Interface:
Dam Intervention

Low River Level - Dry season

High River Level - Wet season

Dikes are implemented by ELETRONORTE for their Mediation Compliance
Co-managed by Basin Committee, Local Community Associations and ELETRONORTE

Flooding areas are monitored by Basin Committee local members to ensure that ecology is sustained





















4. Design Outcome

Strategic Interfaces

4.4.2. Reduced Water Shore Intervention
Resignify

Re-connection of isolated shore populations.




4. Design Outcome

Reduced Water Shore Intervention

Interventions /
Settlements |

@ Low Water Flow
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4. Design
Reduced Water Shore Intervention

Downstream River Section
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a. permenent dry river shore
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b. Island connection and river approach

1. River bed access stairs
2. Intermediate Pier

3. Permaculture and Roca
4. Permenent Pier



4. Design Outcome
Reduced Water Shore Intervention

2. Intermediate pier 4. Permenent pier

1. River bed access stairs - Dry season



4. Design
Reduced Water Shore Intervention

Dry season
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Wet season

Pathways are implemented by ELETRONORTE for their Mediation Compliance
Co-managed by Basin Committee, Local Community Associations and ELETRONORTE
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5. Conclusions

Assuming a position where the best solution for the identified
problems caused by the Dam is its dismantlement, we can now
state that there is no space for Large Infrastructure projects within
the Amazon that can secure social and ecologic balance and
sustainability.



5. Conclusions

From an Ecological Urbanism position, the designs proposed
by this project are unable to address the complexity in such
landscapes, caused by the existence of the dam.



5. Conclusions

Solutionist design approaches acting on such contlicting territories
not only risk falling short of truly addressing the main problem
but may also be a precedent for the construction of more large

infrastructure projects in the region.



5. Conclusions

With the Synchronization Field, the thesis develops a method which
attempts to align differing worldviews and cosmologies, in order to
propose systemic changes which would enable shared existence.



5. Conclusions

This thesis poses a question to our field that possibly cannot be
answered with the tools we have at our disposal. If the field intends
to position itself within such territories, we must begin to propose
an alternative paradigm.

ls Cosmourbanism possible to be territorialized?
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5. Conclusions

Ecological
Urbanism

Mediation = Mitigation
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6. A Way Through






A way through
for action

Engagement Critical Practice Scalar Accountability

“How can | help?” “Is this helpful?” “Where can | better help?”



Thank you
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