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La Nationale
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KMSKA - Royal Museum of Fine Arts Antwerp

DIVA Museum for Diamonds, Jewellery and Silver

MoMu - Fashion Museum Antwerp

FOMU - Photo Museum Antwerp 
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MHKA’s Current 
State



AR3AI100 The New Site
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"Antwerp is the city where art is a living thing." 
- Peter Paul Rubens

"Art in cosmopolitan cities is a bridge between different cultures, helping us to 
understand and appreciate each other's perspectives.” 

- Thelma Golden, Director and Chief Curator of The Studio Museum in Harlem

“Cosmopolitan cities provide fertile ground for contemporary art to blossom.” 
- Katharina Wenzel-Vollenbroich
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“MHKA, chooses to relate to its institutional background and wishes to 
see aspects of that early history reflected in the building”

And expands towards a territory where desires are met.
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Sizes Chart

3032m2 Collection

3150m2 Exhibition

1901m2 Library & Archive

3608m2 Forum

3337m2 Office

15.026m2
(22.323m2)
55 metres.
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what they aspire to be and what those aspirations come with

functional unification

sufficient spaces for each function

acting as an independent mechanism, housing all amenities 

and so, the existing courthouse will be demolished.



AR3AI100

The Courthouse
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The New Site
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What a museum can be?
What a museum can do?



The Anti-Museum
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Anti-museum
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People protesting with ice cubes to make Conscienceplein a car free square.



The Vrijdagmarkt

AR3AI100



AR3AI100

“Cosmopolitan cities are fertile grounds for contemporary art to blossom” – Munch Curator

Photography by Fotogordon

Street Painters, Antwerp



The Precedents
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New Site: The Old Lock
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New Site: The Old Lock
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The New Park



The Design
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neighboring roofs
city overview

sky view
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AR3AI100 Ground Floor Entrance
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AR3AI100 Level -1 – Lockers, Restrooms, Auditorium
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AR3AI100 Level 1 - Collection
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AR3AI100 Level 4 – Forum, Public Event Spaces
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AR3AI100 Level 5 – Workshops, Library, Outdoor Promenade



AR3AI100



AR3AI100 Level 6 – Exhibition
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AR3AI100 Level 8 – Forum, Public Event Spaces
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Contextual ResearchAtmosphere

atmospheric renders of what the passages within the museum 
would be like, overlooking to the height correspondant buildings

AR3AI100 Level 8 – Forum, Public Event Spaces

Contextual ResearchAtmosphere

atmospheric renders of what the passages within the museum 
would be like, overlooking to the height correspondant buildings



Art Lens Daily Inspirations

Public places, look towards the movement direction,
yet restricted by phsical elements and but not visual obstacles.

Encapsulating the portrayal of reach and view.

Each display comes with a frame,
Each encadre the object, set off a distance and create layers of protection 

and communication.

Colour contrasts,
Attention to product,

Differentiation from context,
Eye-catching.
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AR3AI100 Level 11 – Forum, Terrace
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the new museum...P2 the new museum...P2
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the new museum...P2 Prep

mass model

depicts the relation 
between the offset 
heights and the neigh-
bor buildings.

overlooking to them.
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Southeastern 
Elevation

Southwestern 
Elevation
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Steel Structure
Hollow Core Slabs

Heated Flooring
Mullion Grid 

Sprandel Panel with 
RockWool Insulation

Metal Supporting 
Structure For GFRC 
Cladding GFRC Panels

GFRC Casted Vertical 
Cladding
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Energy & Heating
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De-centralized HVACs & Ventilation

HVAC for each space

- CO2 Sensors (Crowd Density Detection)
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Supply Map: Cellulose Glass Fibre Reinforced Cement Boards



Prefabrication Facility:
BETCA Prefab Beton Producer

Existing Concrete Recycling:
Besix Infra Facilities

VMHK

VMHK

Production Facility:
Cementfabriek Antwerp

18,8km (22,4km drive)

14km (18,5km drive)

4,5km (9,5km drive)

14,5km (17,5km drive)
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Supply Map: Concrete Recyclage Chain of the Courthouse
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Thank You


