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5 CROSSROADS IN RESEARCH AND TEACHING

142 Scaling down, introducing an inner-boezem landscape in the

polder-boezem system of the Dutch Lowlands

Our Faculty is situated in the low-lying part of the Netherlands; we
research and teach water management and its spatial and social
impact.

For decades, the land was successfully drained and reclaimed,
resulting in a comfortable life below sea level. However, due to va-
rious causes, this way of managing the delta is problematic today:
the sea level is rising while land subsidence is ongoing. On the
one hand, there is a surplus of rain- and river water, and at the
same time, the land and the plants suffer from drought and water
pollution; the country is densely occupied, and the world‘s secon-
d-largest agricultural exporter and therefore lacks space for many
other programs.

Considering the pressure on the landscape, we need to rethink our
delta. That's why we proposed to the province of North Holland to
test the installation of inner-boezem landscapes, which can keep
water in the polder instead of pumping it to sea and river via the
boezem network (discharge system). This scaling-down operation
allows for more site-specific water management and can serve as
a starting point for integrated landscape development.

Preparing the brief for the design assignment based on the rese-
arch included civil engineers, technical and ecological experts.
Master students of the landscape architecture track worked on
testing designs of inner-boezem landscapes in different locations.

The designs showed that the inner boezem landscapes deal well
with flexible water levels and create opportunities for new ecolo-
gical and recreational values, and can initiate innovative, more
sustainable agricultural practices.

The research by design results are discussed within the province
of Noord Holland. Like in the “Room for the River[1]” project, the
inner-boezem landscape, which can be seen as a “Room for the
Polder Water” project, simultaneously allows for technical, ecolo-
gical, and socio-economic improvement.
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147 0ld and new field survey methods

Field surveys are essential at all times, whether for planning or
research. Field survey methods may be based on traditional tech-
niques that have been used for decades (or even centuries), but
new tools and approaches are emerging from time to time to re-
cord as accurately and quickly as possible the spatial, built, na-
tural and landscape architecture features of the site. The rapid
changes of ourtimes have also given landscape architects access
to newer and newer tools, mainly digital. From the vast choice, it
can often be a challenge - especially for a young professional - to
choose the right one. On the other hand, but also as a consequen-
ce of the above, we are increasingly confronted with the phenome-
non that, as knowledge increases, the complex assessment of a
site requires the combined work of ever larger professional groups
and sub-groups. In this case, it is also important for a landscape
architect to know what and how to do for each survey (e.g. geo-
desy, garden archaeology, vegetation inventory, survey of outdoor
objects, survey of built elements with historical value, inventory of
values, etc.) and which team needs to be provided with which data
in order to make the whole site survey as efficient as possible and
to produce the most complete final result.

In the present study, we bring together the methods that are used
in the landscape architect training at the Hungarian University of
Agricultural and Life Sciences, Institute of Landscape Architectu-
re, Urban Planning and Garden Artin regard to garden history and
atthe scale of open space design.
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