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Developing airborne wind energy (AWE) requires more
than just technical and economic expertise. As an en-
ergy technology, AWE must be embedded in society, and
the technology’s success depends on wider social factors
[1]. Experience with other renewables has shown that
opposition to local energy projects can slow down, halt,
and even hinder their realization. Some AWE developers
have already encountered objections to planned or ex-
isting test sites, including the withdrawal of site permits.
As AWE approaches commercialization, it is important
that developers meaningfully engage local communities
and other relevant stakeholders in deploying AWE [2].
A one-size-fits-all approach for good engagement does
not exist because the particular socio-economic, politi-
cal, and historical contexts shape responses to a given
project. However, the types of stakeholder and the na-
ture of their concerns and needs can be similar [3]. We
have developed a role-playing game that allows partici-
pants to immerse themselves in the social conflicts and
dilemmas frequently encountered during the proposal of
renewable energy projects. In this session, participants
will be asked to imagine a fictional but realistic scenario:
An AWE project is being planned in a small town, and
some regional stakeholders have found out and are rais-
ing concerns. The project developer invited them to a

typical ‘town hall meeting’ to mitigate concerns and ad-
dress unresolved issues. Participants will simulate the
meeting by playing a pre-defined role from a set of se-
lected stakeholders (e.g., concerned resident, local coun-
cil, nature conservationist, landowner, and airport man-
ager). Guided by a facilitator, the participants will explore
whether and under what conditions the AWE project can
be realized. After the role-play, participants will jointly
reflect on what the game has taught them about social
conflicts that can occur for proposed AWE projects. Spots
are limited and will be assigned on a first-come-first-serve
basis. Join the game to understand better the societalim-
plications of siting AWE projects.
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