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Prologue: Competition

The Stockholm Public Library
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Prologue: Competition

The Stockholm Public Library - Timeline

1920 1924

Gunnar Asplund Gunnar Asplund
Inspiring trip with the City Final Drawings
Librarian Fredrik Hjelmquist

to the USA

1928

Library Inauguration

1932
Erection of house book
depositories and a lecture

hall

1950s

Hans Asplund

Additional symmetrical staircase,
new lifts & utilisation of light
shafts

1970s
Adjusting the library to

the disabled & new lifts.
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2006
First International
Competition

2012

Conservation Works

2014
Revised International
Competition

2014
Winning Proposal by Caruso
St John Architects

2024
New Brief & Project



Prologue: Competition

Competition Briefs

/Asplund

Architectural Competition
The Stockholm City Library
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Competition Brief
Renewed City
Library in
Stockholm

Activity
programme
2014
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Prologue: Competition

Competition 2006 - Winning Proposal

Architect Heike Hanada
Winning Proposal 2006
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Prologue: Competition

Competition 2014- Winning Proposal

HEE TR T

Caruso St John Architects
Winning Proposal 2014
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History of Gunnar Asplund & the Stockholm Public Library



History of Gunnar Asplund & the Stockholm Public Library

Gunnar Asplund Architecture
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History of Gunnar Asplund & the Stockholm Public Library

Woodland Chapel in Stockholm
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History of Gunnar Asplund & the Stockholm Public Library

Woodland Crematorium in Stockholm
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History of Gunnar Asplund & the Stockholm Public Library

Skandia Cinema
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History of Gunnar Asplund & the Stockholm Public Library

The Library Location
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History of Gunnar Asplund & the Stockholm Public Library

Archival Photographs of The Stockholm City Library
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History of Gunnar Asplund & the Stockholm Public Library

The Rotunda
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History of Gunnar Asplund & the Stockholm Public Library
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History of Gunnar Asplund & the Stockholm Public Library

The Perimeter Halls : South Wing
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History of Gunnar Asplund & the Stockholm Public Library

The Perimeter Halls : West Wing
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History of Gunnar Asplund & the Stockholm Public Library

Children’s Library
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History: the Stockholm Public Library & Gunnar Asplund

Scenes from the Library
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Developing the Library



Developing the Library

ion
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igra

Geographies of Imm

Eastern Europe, Former Yugoslavia & Middle East
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Developing the Library

Stockholm Area & Suburbs

Stockholm Muncipal
Boundary

70-100
% Migrant/Refugee

Presence - 40-70

B 1040

Local Libraries

Stockholm Public Library
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Developing the Library

% Migrant/Refugee

Presence

Public Transport
Metro Lines

Stockholm Muncipal
Boundary
70-100

B 4070
B 1040

Local Libraries
Stockholm Public Library

Green Main Line

Blue Main Line

Red Main Line

Metro Station

Public Transport Connection with Stockholm City Centre
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Developing the Library

Decoding The Brief

Existing Asplund Library Competition Brief 2006 CSTJ Winning Proposal
1000 2000 534
700 sq.m sq.m sq.m 1034

540

$q.m

375

sq.m

12 200 4300
sq.m sq.m

2080
sq.m

Staff

Collection & Reading Rooms

Workshops/Labs/Studios

Public Circulation/WC

Storage
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Developing the Library

Decoding The Brief vs. The Proposal

Existing Asplund Library Competition Brief 2006 CSTJ Winning Proposal The New Proposal
1000 2000 534
700  sym s - 1034 1630 1328

1100
sq.m

540

$q.m

375

sq.m

3520
sq.m

12 200 4300
sq.m sq.m

2080
sq.m

Staff

Collection & Reading Rooms

Workshops/Labs/Studios

Public Circulation/WC

Storage
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Developing the Library

The Additional Library Element

- Multitunctional flexible spaces for Community Events
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Developing the Library

The Additional Library Element

- Multitunctional flexible spaces for Community Events

- Cultural Heritage Zones & Display Areas
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Developing the Library

The Additional Library Element

- Multitunctional flexible spaces for Community Events
- Cultural Heritage Zones & Display Areas

- Community Crafting Studios
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Developing the Library

The Additional Library Element

- Multitunctional flexible spaces for Community Events
- Cultural Heritage Zones & Display Areas
- Community Crafting Studios

- Child-Friendly Crafting Station & Storytelling Space
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Developing the Library

The Additional Library Element

- Multitunctional flexible spaces for Community Events
- Cultural Heritage Zones & Display Areas
- Community Crafting Studios
- Child-Friendly Crafting Station & Storytelling Space
- Collaborative Workspaces
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Developing the Library

The Additional Library Element

- Multitunctional flexible spaces for Community Events
- Cultural Heritage Zones & Display Areas
- Community Crafting Studios
- Child-Friendly Crafting Station & Storytelling Space
- Collaborative Workspaces
- Space for Storytelling/Debate
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Developing the Library

The Additional Library Element

- Multitunctional flexible spaces for Community Events
- Cultural Heritage Zones & Display Areas
- Community Crafting Studios
- Child-Friendly Crafting Station & Storytelling Space
- Collaborative Workspaces
- Space for Storytelling/Debate
- Outdoor Space
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Developing the Library

T

. Collection & Reading Rooms

. Workshops/Labs/Studios

Public Circulation/WC

. Storage

Bazaar & Basement

First Floor

The Programme
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Developing the Library

Total Area Comparision vs. The New Proposal

Total Sqm - - — - — — — — — — - - - - - - o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o m m o — s — o s o o s o o s o o oo s s — oo
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Developing the Library
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The Bazaar Refurbishment, Extension

& New Courtyard Gardens

|
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Interventions

| il

The Asplund Library Refurbishment
& New Lightwell Spaces

|
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The Annex Refurbishment, New Connection Link
with the Library & Delivery Point
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Developing the Library

1:200

Overview
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Developing the Library

1:200
Overview
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The Concept
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The Concept

What is the Modern Library?

Film Still from ‘The color of Pomegranates’
by Sergei Parajanov

41 of 103



The Concept

‘Palaces for the People’, interview with Eric Klinenberg by 99% Invisible Podcast

Sense of Belonging

Libraries as Educational Platforms

Libraries as Social Infrastructure
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The Concept
Yellow House: The Living Room Project

BODEN HAS BECOME ONE OF SWEDEN'S
~ MAJOR RECEPTION CENTRES
l‘ "-
FOR AS‘UM SEEKERS

Credit: YouTube : The Right to be a Host
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The Concept
Conceptual Precedents

The Great Exhibition: India A colossal fabric-hung The Kaaba, ‘cube’ in Arabic, the house of God Nouakchott, Mauritania
Crystal Palace, London by Renzo Mongiardino Grand Mosque of Mecca
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The Concept

P1 A Room for A Library
Equilibrium of the Individual and Collective
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The Concept

Books: Varied Narratives, Reflecting the Diversity of People

‘Abook read by a thousand different people is a thousand different books.’
- Andrei Tarkovsky

s

‘The Library’
by Giuseppe Maria Crespi
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The Story as A Project



The Story as a Project

Entrances Diagram
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The Story as a Project

The Sequence of
North Entrance
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The Story as a Project

The Sequence of

South Entrance
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The Story as a Project

The Sequence of
East Entrance
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The Story as a Project

The Sequence of

East Entrance
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The Story as a Project

Public
Private
Circulation

|
15m

The Sequence of
West Entrance

54 of 103



The Story as a Project
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The Story as a Project

The Sequence of
West Entrance
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The Story as a Project

Detail of
The Library Entrance

10

Concrete Lintel

240x260mm

]

Portland limestone coping

Soil 80mm
Concrete
slab 280mm
Steel angle beam
Concrete
fastener

140x260mm

Stainless steel column
(extra support)

Rammed Earth
Column
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Existing wall
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7
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2

e

£33

Sesess

Existing slab

mortar (to prevent erosion JfF

Erosion check made
from trass—lime

Wood fiber insulation board x2

Rammed earth wall —

1.5m

0.5

0.1
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The Story as a Project

The new Rooflight above
Lightwells 01 & 02
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Location of Intervention
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The Story as a Project

Lightwell O

Existing slab

Rigid insulation

Resilient layer insulation

Access floor pedestals

Raised access floor panels

General and utility veneer plywoods

Plastics sheets

Cementitious levelling screed mixes
with under floor heating

Stone Tiles

IN

The Detail of
Lightwell Raised Floors
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_______________________ 9
|
Bookstore |
|
|
|
Existing slab |
Expanded polystyrene (EPS) boards |
Plastic sheets |
Self-smoothing levelling screed mixes |
with under floor heating
Polished concrete l
|
|
N |
|
|
|
|
g GF FFL !
. Shadow gap v |
[ el © ] O Q (o] (¢] (¢] Q SOx o] (e} (o)

0.5

1.5 m



The Story as a Project

View towards Bookstore & Lightwell 01
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The Story as a Project

Bookstore

View towards Lightwell 01 & The New Staircase
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The Story as a Project

1:33

Colonnade
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The Story as a Project

The Sequence of

Reading Rooms
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The Story as a Project

The Sequence of
Group Rooms & Offices
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The Story as a Project

The Sequence of

Annex Entrance
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The Story as a Project

The Sequence of
Offices of the First Floor
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The Story as a Project

The Sequence of
Offices of the Second & Third Floors
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The Story as a Project

The Sequence of
Annex Entrance
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The Story as a Project
The Sequence of
Annex Entrance

(l
8
1
&
ki
‘

o oty VAR RN PN el

| Ep e BCE NG 5L A\ SRS

P ""fﬁ?ﬁ’ﬂ&?ﬂ%' fll —
" " . 1

7

69 of 103



The Story as a Project

The Sequence of
Extension Entrance & Storytelling Pavilion

.
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The Story as a Project

Green Roof
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The Story as a Project

1:200
The Library Entrance
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The Story as a Project

1:200
The Annex Entrance
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The Story as a Project

1:33
Materiality
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The Story as a Project

The Garden & Green Roof
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The Story as a Project

Brick Detail
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The Story as a Project

1:33
The Garden
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The Story as a Project

The Montage of Voids
The Garden
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The Story as a Project

The Montage of Voids
The Rotunda
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The Story as a Project

The Montage of Voids
Lightwells
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The Story as a Project

The Montage of Voids
Bazaar Courtyard
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The Story as a Project
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The Story as a Project

The Collage of Pavements
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The Story as a Project

Storytelling Pavilion

|
15 m

|
10
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The Story as a Project

Storytelling Pavilion

|
15 m
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The Story as a Project

Storytelling Pavilion
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The Story as a Project

1:33
Materiality
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The Story as a Project

1:33
Materiality
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The Story as a Project

1:33
Storytelling Pavilion
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The Story as a Project
1:33
Storytelling Pavilion
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The Story as a Project

Extension
Climate Diagram - Plan
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The Story as a Project

Extension

Water Collection Diagram
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The Story as a Project

Extension
Climate Diagram - Section
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The Story as a Project

Extension

Axonometric Structure

Concrete slab with Green Roof

Standing Seam

Thermal Insulation

Brick

Trusses

Wind Bracing

Glulam Beam

Rammed Earth Cores

Rammed Earth Columns
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The Story as a Project

Anchor screws

Mounting track

240x1100mm Glulam Beam

Steel hanger with external fixing
flanges welded Beam to Truss

0.5

1.5m

The Detail of
Storytelling Pavilion

Metal standing seam

Roof battens 50x50mm

Membraine layer (secondary waterproofing/
covering layer

200mm Kingspan Insulation board

Breathable air—tightness membrane to be
stapled to joists

Roof battens 50x50mm

Timber Truss

Acoustic mineral insulation 40mm

Curved batten frame 40x80mm

Black stained plywood finish 5mm

Airtight gypsum board box

Recessed Lighting fixture
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Steel window frame
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240x1100mm Glulam
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Project
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Epilogue

Reflection

102 of 103



Thank you
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