




ROTTERDAM 2017..



PUBLIC SPACE IS 
BEING PRIVATISED!



CITIES BECOME FIXED, STATIC ENVIRONMENTS

HOPELESS?!



CITIES SHOULD ALWAYS BE ABLE TO SERVE 
THE EVER CHANGING SOCIETY



THERE ARE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE FUTURE CITY!
BUT BECAUSE THE CITY IS A PROCESS OF DECAY AND RENEWAL, 

A MODERN 
RUIN!



THE FUTURE IS 
FORMED..

.. AMID ITS RUINS



TO BUILD THE FUTURE, WE CAN LEARN FROM THE PAST..THE SIXTIES!



THE UTOPIAN OPEN SYSTEMS 
OF THE SIXTIES ARE ABLE ..

.. TO ALLOW  CHANGE



CAN THE SIXTIES BE AN INPSIRATION FOR CITY TRANSFORMATION?

I CAN BE ANYTHING

MEGASTRUCTURE



THE SIXTIES SYSTEMS WERE AUTONOMOUS;
I BELIEVE IN A SYNTHESIS

NEW AND OLD 
INTERTWINED



TODAY WE ARE ABLE TO GRASP EXISTING, LARGE STRUCTURES: 
WE HAVE THE ABILITY TO TRANSFORM!



THE TOTALITARIAN 
CHARACTER OF THE 1960 
VISIONARIES, DOES NOT 
ALLOW US TO QUESTION 
THE OPEN SYSTEMS.

WHILE WE NOW CAN AND SHOULD 
ALWAYS QUESTION THE EXISTING SYSTEM



FLEXIBILITY IS NOT THE GOAL;
IT IS A TOOL TO CREATE THE CONDITIONS FOR LIFE 

TO ESTABLISH A NEW ORDER

ORDER THROUGH LIFE!



IN ROTTERDAM CENTRAL DISTRICT...



.. OF THE MODERN RUIN

TRACES CAN BE FOUND..

SCHIEBLOCK!

LUCHTSINGEL



DEVELOP ME!



.. THERE IS ROOM 
FOR EXPANSION

NOW THIS IS AN 
UNPLEASANT 
PARKING SPACE.



THE LUCHTSINGEL 
RUNS ALONGSIDE THE 
RUIN..

ESTABLISHING AN ORGANIC DEVELOPMENT

AND THE SCHIEBLOCK

THE ENVIRONMENT CAN 
REACT TO THE NEEDS



HOW TO ESTABLISH SUCCESSFULL ORGANIC GROWTH?

A FICTIONAL ORGANIC 
STRUCTURE 



THE ARCHITECT TAKES RESPONSABILITY FOR..

SERVICES

STRUCTURE

CIRCULATION (+)



THE PEOPLE CAN PARTICIPATE IN THE REST OF THE 
PROCESS. 

INSPIRATION IS THE 
ARCHITECTURE OF 
LUCIEN KROLL! 



OUR CITIES WILL 
INCREASINGLY BE 
CHARACTERISED 
BY A COMING AND 
GOING OF PEOPLEREFUGEES, 

ASYLUM SEEKERS, 
EXPATS, STUDENTS, 
WORKING-
MIGRANTS...

A CITY SHOULD ADAPT TO CHANGES:
TODAY IT SHOULD ADAPT TO MIGRATION! 



TRANSFORM THE RUIN 
ASSIGNMENT: MIGRATION IN THE CITY

DESIGN FOR THE UNEXPECTED



TRANSITION RUIN 
INTO TRANSIT 
PLACE FOR 
NEWCOMERS.



WHAT IS THE RUIN?



ANALYSE THE RUIN ON ITS 
STRUCTURE..

..CIRCULATION .
AND FACILITIES

TO DEFINE THE STARTING POINT 



WHEN BEING VISIONAIRY..



THE RUIN..

EXPANDING STRUCTURE

WHICH ALLOWS A CIRCULATION SYSTEM



THE RUIN IS A FRAMEWORK..



A STRUCTURE THAT 
CARRIES EXTENSIONS

ARCADES AS MAIN CIRCULATION

AND PORTALS FOR FACILITATION



WHAT DOES ARRIVAL CITY REQUIRE?

COMMUNITY PLACE
(EXCHANGE)

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

HOME+BUSINESS

ARRIVING



ARRIVAL CITY REPRESENTS THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ARCHITECT

FROM THE GENERIC 
BUILDINGBLOCK

IN TIME WE WILL 
KNOW THE NEEDSINTO SPECIFIC PARTICLES

KIT



DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

GALLERIES

PUBLIC PLINTH

EXPANSION LARGER SPACES

MEDIUM-LARGE 
SOCIAL/COMMERICAL

LARGE SPACE



FROM RUIN..



DEVELOPING INTO....



NORTH SIDE 

..ARRIVAL CITY 

ARCADES & 
GALLERIES



A COUPLE YEARS LATER...



.. AND BEYOND . 

SPORTS FACILITY

KINDERGARTEN & 
FAMILY HOMES

1:500 
2x



GARDEN VILLA’S

maquet



SOUTH SIDE

BALCONIES &
WINTERGARDENS

maquet



6 GARDENVILLAS

EXTENSION = 
12 FAMILIY AP.

15 STUDIO’S 

9 STUDIO-
PENTHOUSE 

7 ROWHOUSES

8 SPLIT-LEVEL AP

8 LIVE&WORK

25 APPARTMENT IN 
URBAN BLOCK

PUBLIC PLINTH
ARRIVING

105 HOMESplans



EVERYTHING SHOULD BE NEGOTIATIABLE (FLEXIBILITY)
ALSO ARCHITECTS SHOULD TAKE A FLEXIBLE 
POSITION AS MEDIATORS BETWEEN NEW DESIRES 
AND THE EXISTING CONDITION + FEASABILITY

RE-INVENTING ROLE OF THE ARCHITECT



SO WHAT IS THE 
ARCHITECTURAL 
QUALITY THAT 
YOU DELIVER?



I STARTED A COFFEE 
SHOP AND
BAKERY TO ENRICH 
ROTTERDAM!

A PUBLIC PLINTH



I  DEFINED MY OWN 
HOME WITH TAILOR 
BUSINESS!

URBAN BLOCK: CORRIDOR



WE CREATED A 
HOUSE WITH ONE 
BAY WINDOW AND 
LARGE LIVINGROOM

URBAN BLOCK: COURTYARD



I LIVE HERE 
WITH MY 
FAMILY

I AM A GUEST 
PROFESSOR AT 
THE TU-DELFT

ROWHOUSE & STUDIO



PLUG-IN AND PLAY

I’M SURROUNDED 
BY GREEN



PRECASTED HOME



IT’S SO 
NICE HERE

FRAGMENT SOUTH maquet



FRAGMENT NORTH maquet



THE ROUGH RUIN 
AS A FRAMEWORK 
FOR THE 
COLORFULL NEW 
MEANING 



ROOM FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION...

REGULATIONS?



I NOW RECLAIMED MY 
RESPONSIBILITIES AS 
THE ARCHITECT! 

STARTING WITH A 
FASCINATION FOR 
FLEXIBITY AS AN 
OPEN SYSTEM THAT 
ANSWERS THE 
UNEXPECTED



ROL ARCHITECT AS 
MEDIATOR IS ALSO FLEXIBLE EVERYTHING SHOULD 

BE ABLE TO BE 
QUESTIONED!



AND GIVING 
MIGRATION A CENTRAL 
PLACE THE CITY!

AN INTERESTING 
NEW SCENARIO FOR 
TRANSFORMING THE 
MODERN RUIN.. 




