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Studio topic: Migration
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Migration: Historical point of view

Follow-up migration

1970

Due to the oil crisis, the Dutch 
economy hits a slump. Unemployment 
rises rapidly and many workers are laid 
off, especially in industry. Since there 
is now no need for additional workers, 
labor migration is discontinued. 
Nevertheless, the population of 
original guest workers increases 
significantly thanks to the introduction 
of the Family Reunification Act. This 
allowed guest workers to bring their 
family members who stayed behind 
to the Netherlands. From then on, 
many women and children, especially 
from Morocco and Turkey, arrive in the 
Netherlands.

Migration former colonies

1960

The Netherlands gained great 
influence in a number of overseas 
territories. What started with trading 
resulted in colonial domination that 
lasted until the second half of the 
20th century. Also from these (former) 
colonial areas large groups of people 
came to settle in the Netherlands 
since the middle of the last century. 
These people came from Netherlands-
Indies or Indonesia, Suriname and 
Netherlands Antilles.

Guest workers

 1950

The Dutch economy experiences a 
huge boom. The Dutch government 
now decides to bring guest workers 
from Turkey and Morocco to the 
Netherlands. Thus, many, especially 
married men with children, come to 
settle in the Netherlands. They hope 
to earn a lot of money quickly to give 
their families a better future in their 
country of origin. ‘Leaving to stay’, was 
the paradox.

Labour migration

 1945

After World War II, the Netherlands 
is in ruins: industry and homes are 
destroyed and unemployment is sky-
high. Rebuilding and industrializing is 
happening faster than expected and 
leads to a shortage of personnel on the 
labor market. Initially, companies and 
later the government recruit workers 
from southern Europe (primarily Spain 
and Italy)

Polish-German labor migrants

During the war, the number of Polish 
Germans increased because they 
wanted to avoid military service. After 
the war others joined them because 
in Germany they had to choose 
between remaining German citizens 
or becoming Polish citizens after the 
re-establishment of Poland as an 
independent state in 1919.

 1919

After WWI broke out in 1914, nearly 
a million Belgians including 32,000 
soldiers entered the Netherlands. This 
happened after Germany declared 
war when Belgium did not agree to let 
German troops go their way towards 
France. However, the majority of the 
million Belgians went back after a few 
months. After May 1915, there were 
between 100,000 and 150,000 left, 
which was still quite a number for a 
country with 6.3 million inhabitants.

Refugee crisis Belgium

1915 1980

Since the Russian invasion in 
1979, an armed conflict has 
been ongoing, with 36,000 
Afghan refugees coming to the 
Netherlands.

Afghanistan invastion 

At the peak of the war in Bosnia, 
2.6 million people (60% of the 
population) had been displaced 
from their homes. Most stayed in 
Bosnia itself (1 million) or in other 
Yugoslavian republics (525,000). 
The Netherlands would eventually 
receive 25,000 Bosnians. Some 
came at the invitation of the 
government, while others on their 
own initiative.

The Balkan War

Russia-Ukraine war

 2022

By 2022, the Russian-Ukrainian 
war has triggered a new influx of 
Ukrainian refugees. Currently, ap-
proximately 18,000 Ukrainians are 
already in reception. The govern-
ment in the Netherlands is taking 
into account a total reception of 
100,000 refugees.

2021

 The mass run caused by the 
intervention of the Taliban in 
Afghanistan caused a small wave 
of refugees. 2,000 Afghans with 
links to the Netherlands were 
received here and two-thirds have 
since applied for asylum.

Taliban seizure of power in 
Afghanistan 

 2014

Beginning in 2014, the civil war 
in Syria and the rise of Islamic 
State caused an influx of refugees 
from the Middle East to Europe. 
The peak of asylum applications 
in the Netherlands was in 2015, 
with almost 59,000, of which 
27,700 were from Syrians. As with 
Afghans, Syrian asylum seekers 
were followed by many “onward 
travelers” because of family 
reunification. Thus, the Syrian 
community in the Netherlands 
grew from 11,665 people in 2013 to 
98,090 in 2019. Also refugees from 
Iraq and Somalia came to The 
Netherlands.

Civil war in Syria and Middle East

Ukraine refugeesAfghan refugeesSyrian refugeesBosnian refugees
Afghan refugeesSurinamese migrants

Netherlands-IndiesGuestworkers from Morocco and 
Turkey

Spanish and Italian 
guestworkers

Polish and German laborersBelgium refugees Families from Morocco and 
Turkey
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2015_European_migrant_crisis
https://www.pbl.nl/nieuws/2021/vestigingspatronen-van-immigranten-in-nederland-wijzigen
https://www.cbs.nl/nl-nl/dossier/dossier-asiel-migratie-en-integratie/hoeveel-immigranten-komen-naar-nederland-
https://www.cbs.nl/nl-nl/nieuws/2022/04/bijna-69-duizend-nieuwbouwwoningen-in-2021

Problem & Relevance: 
Housing- & migrant crisis & urban densification

Rotterdam
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Background

https://ifthenisnow.eu/nl/gebeurtenissen/de-komst-van-de-eerste-gastarbeiders
https://www.mooinoord-holland.nl/portfolio-items/leidraad-poelenburg/
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Problem & Relevance: Conclusion
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How can the post-war neighborhood be densified in an inclusive way (3), 
so that the social and functional integration (2) of long-term migrants (1) 
is promoted and it can give them an enhanced sense of belonging (4).

Who are the migrants in the Netherlands and how is their housing in post-war neighborhood 
handled now?

What are the spatial and functional architectural and urban design ingredients that can pro-
mote social and functional integration of  immigrants?

How to create an architectural and densified urban environment that engages both migrants 
and local residents?

What are the spatial and functional architectural and urban design ingredients related to the 

home and the neighbourhood, which can enhance the sense of  belonging for migrants?

(1)  

(2) 
 

(3) 

(4) 

Goal & Research questions
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Part 1: The Migrants (& Non-migrants)

21%

42%

17%

20%

Migration to reason

Asylum residence permit

Family
reunification/formation

Study

Labour



10

Introduction | Problem statement | Research | Location | Design | Building technology
Settling policy and integration
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Settling policy and integration
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Integration
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Integration
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Integration
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Integration
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Integration: Definition
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Integration: Interethnic contact
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Integration
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Functional & Spatial ingredients: 
Case studies
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Location

Rotterdam

Groot-
Ijsselmonde

Tuinenhoven
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Location

GREEN
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18%
28% 25%

17%
12%

0-15 15-25 25-45 45-65 65+

35%
22%

43%

Single-
person

Couple without 
children

Couple with 
children
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Street
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Courtyard fountain
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Courtyard playground
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Existing block (floors 01-03) Current typologies:

Existing block:
- Family house with balcony (70 m2) 27x - 3 bedrooms
- Family house with balcony (60 m2) 3x - 3 bedrooms
- Family house with garden (70 m2) 4x - 3 bedrooms
- Single housing (30 m2) 3x - 1 bedroom

Total per block: 37 apartments
Total per cluster (3 blocks): 111 apartments

Type 1
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Existing block (ground floor)
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New existing building apartments 
(ground floor)
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New social galery
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Type A
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Type B
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Type C1 & C2

Ground floor

Type A1 Type A2

Floors 1-3
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Type D
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Type E

2nd floor 3rd floor
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New existing building communal spaces

communal living room

communal bicycle storage

storages

communal traffic space
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New existing building communal spaces 
(floors 1-3)
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communal living room

communal bicycle storage

storages

communal traffic space

New building block
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Type F
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steel lintel at the location of new recess steel lintel at the location of new recess

steel column at the location of new recess

steel column at the location of new recess

steel column at the location of new recess

steel column at the location of new recess
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CLT core

Wooden frame walls (HSB) 
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00 begane grond

0

01 eerste verdieping N

4000

02 tweede verdieping N

7000

03 derde verdieping N

10000

04 vierde verdieping N

13000

27

60
00

30
00

39
15

1428681

construction top-bottom:
- finishing floor by resident or corporation (PVC flooring)
- anhydrite floor with underfloor heating 55mm
- insulation 20mm
- plywood boarding 20mm
- timber frame construction with wood wool fiber insulation 250mm
- plywood boarding 20mm
- wood and battens 70mm
- wooden slats 20mm

suspended ceiling with 
wood finishing board

construction inside-outside:
- aluminium curtain wall
- French balcony attached to either side 
façade

construction top-bottom:
- finishing floor PVC
- anhydrite floor with underfloor heating 55mm
- insulation 20mm
- in-situ concrete 200mm
- wide slab floor 50mm

masonry in view

wooden facade in view

wooden column with 
wooden cladding in view

construction top-bottom:
- finishing floor by resident or corporation (PVC flooring)
- anhydrite floor with underfloor heating 55mm
- insulation 20mm
- plywood boarding 20mm
- timber frame construction with wood wool fiber insulation 250mm
- plywood boarding 20mm

construction top-bottom:
- solar panel with construction
- vegetation roof
- substrate 60mm with filter layer 
- drainage buffer layer 25mm
- two-layer root-resistant and protect absorption roofing
- wood wool fiber insulation 100mm
- plywood boarding 20mm
- timber frame construction with wood wool fiber insulation 250mm
- plywood boarding 20mm

construction inside-outside:
- wooden beam 200mm
- timber frame construction with wood wool 
fiber insulation 180mm
- vapour barrier film
- wooden framework 40mm
- wood slats cladding 20mm

30
5

20
0

29
0

26
25

85
29

0
26

25
85

29
0

26
25

85
29

0
90

34
50

85
25

0

concrete upstand 185mm

Fragment new building
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01 eerste verdieping N

4000

construction top-bottom:
- finishing floor by resident or corporation (PVC flooring)
- anhydrite floor with underfloor heating 55mm
- insulation 20mm
- plywood boarding 20mm
- timber frame construction with wood wool fiber insulation 250mm
- plywood boarding 20mm
- wood and battens 70mm
- wooden slats 20mm

suspended ceiling with 
wood finishing board

construction inside-outside:
- aluminium curtain wall
- French balcony attached to either side 
façade

wooden facade in view

construction inside-outside:
- wooden beam 200mm
- timber frame construction with wood wool 
fiber insulation 180mm
- vapour barrier film
- wooden framework 40mm
- wood slats cladding 20mm

85
29

0
90

163114

24511486
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Fragment existing gallery

00 begane grond

0

1428681

construction top-bottom:
- finishing floor PVC
- anhydrite floor with underfloor heating 55mm
- insulation 20mm
- in-situ concrete 200mm
- wide slab floor 50mm

masonry in view

wooden column with 
wooden cladding in view

concrete upstand 185mm

85
20

0
50

200 135 185

33
5

520



49

Introduction | Problem statement | Research | Location | Design | Building technology
Detail existing gallery

outside storages

apartment

apartment

apartment

gallery

gallery

gallery

existing roof:
- bitumen
- mastic with flax hull plate (vlasschevenplaat)
- steel beam (IPE 180)
- timber frame construction

existing facade

existing gallery

existing pavingpark grass

existing floor construction

outside storages

apartment

apartment

apartment

gallery

gallery

gallery

existing roof:
- gravel
- bitumen
- mastic with flax hull plate (vlasschevenplaat)
- wooden plate
- steel beam (IPE 180)
- wooden plate

existing facade

existing gallery

existing pavingpark grass

keep existing floor construction

courtyard apartment

apartment

apartment

gallery

gallery

gallery

existing roof:
- bitumen
- mastic with flax hull plate (vlasschevenplaat)
- steel beam (IPE 180)
- timber frame construction

existing pavingpark grass

keep existing floor construction

27
75

28
00

28
00

27
41

25
80

local cut for social visibility and 
daylight

apartment

28
00

27
75

28
00

27
41
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Fragment existing balcony

apartmentgallery

local cut for social visibility and 
daylight

17
5

18
0

85

construction top-bottom:
- finishing floor by resident
- anhydrite floor with underfloor heating 55mm
- insulation 20mm
- existing Dato floor construction
- metalstud insulated ceiling
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Thank you for your attention.


