
SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN

XIAO CHENG



WHERE CAN WE GO?



A GRIEVING MOTHER 
TRAPPED AT HOME



THE CEMETERY

1. Long Traveling

2. Poor Accessibility

3. Fixed Opening Hours

4. Societal or Familial Pressure



HOW WILL THEY FIND US?



A CENTURY LATER, 
A GRANDSON



68% OF THE WORLD POPULATION PROJECTED TO 
LIVE IN URBAN AREAS BY 2050, 

SAYS UN

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN 2100?



1. Extremely Faraway

CEMETERIES IN FUTURE

2. Massive Scale

3. Limited Burial Time:
20-50 Years Today



WAS THE CEMETERY ALWAYS LIKE THIS?



ANCIENT ROME

Imagining based on Tomb 15, with biclinium on exterior, Isola Sacra



ANCIENT ROME

Parentalia



Floral Tribute for Venus (1690 or earlier), attributed to Abraham Brueghel

ANCIENT ROME



18-19C

A small group picnics on ledger-style tombstones in Historic St. Luke's Ancient Cemetery. The photo is not dated but is believed to have been taken prior to St. Luke's 
1957 Pilgrimage Service.



Highly public space with free accessPast

Crowded cities with limited spaceNow

Future An even more challenging reality



Wasted Spaces in Cities New Forms of Memorial

+ = New Prototype?

Reuse Combine



THE EXTREME SITE



Metro 2

Père Lachaise

Viaduct



Paris Nord

Viaduct Saint Ange

Ponte Sant'Angelo

LOCATION



1895Ponte Sant'Angelo under reconstruction



Fulgence BienvenüeViaduct Saint-Ange 1902
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RUMBLES

PRACTICAL CHALLENGES
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THE EVOLUTION



COVERING

PASS THROUGH



ROOF PITCHING

VIEW

RAINS

RESPONDING



ROTATING

ROTATING
CUTTING

CUTTING

LIGHTS



OPENING

OPENING

SETTING



Graves

Viewing Room



Viewing Room



Farewell Hall

Memorial Hall

Lounge Area



Lounge Area



Memorial Hall



Farewell Hall



1 Graves 2 Curtains 3 Benches 4 Lounge Area 5 Farewell Hall

8 Skatepark7 Memorial Hall6 Viewing Room 9 Contemplation Garden 10 Meditation
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 Plan of the Isola Sacra in Ancient Rome



THE CONSTRUCTION









Noise Isolation

Acoustic Field Control

Profiled Steel Sheet
PVC Waterproof Membrane
Fiberglass Acoustic Wool

PVC Waterproof Membrane
Standing Seam Aluminum Roof

Felt Covering

Gypsum Soundproof Panel

Pervious Rubber Surface
Calcium Silicate Panels
Light Steel FrameRammed earth

150mm tamped gravel
30mm Fine Aggregate Concrete
50mm Pervious Concrete
30mm Colored Pervious Concrete
Two-Component Polyurethane Sealant
Profiled Steel Sheet
Pervious Rubber Pavement



Thermal Insulation
Solar Orientation



Solar Energy



Rainwater Capture

Rainwater Collection



Passive Ventilation

Air Circulation





THE TRANSLATING MATERIALS



Viaduct

Roofs

Frame

Graves

Curtains

Cables

Farewell

Theater

Columns

Bridge

Railways

Steel

Naturally
Antiseptic Wood

Aluminum

Light Steel

Concrete

Seamless 
Metal Mesh

Pervious Rubber

Pervious Concrete

STRUCTURES MATERIALS



SOFT

DURABLE

CURTAINS THEATER

Linen

Seamless Metal Mesh

Cork Floor

Pervious Rubber 









TOUCHABLE

LIGHT

GRAVES CEILING

Stone

Light Steel 
Frame

Stone

FeltCalcium 
Silicate Board

Concrete 
Finishing







READABLE

MODERN

EPITAPHS

Bronze Stone

DataAluminum

STRUCTURES







THE INTERACTIONS



Profiled Steel Sheet
PVC Waterproof Membrane
Fiberglass Acoustic Wool

PVC Waterproof Membrane
Standing Seam Aluminum Roof

Felt Covering

Gypsum Soundproof Panel

Rammed earth

150mm tamped gravel
30mm Fine Aggregate Concrete
50mm Pervious Concrete
30mm Colored Pervious Concrete
Two-Component Polyurethane Sealant

Pressure Sensitive Fiber

Ink Screen
Calcium Silicate Board

Concrete Finishing

Listening to the Decreased

Face to the Decreased

Seamless Metal Mesh
Pervious Rubber



Pressure Sensitive Fiber Calcium Silicate BoardConcrete Finishing

















Headsets Video EquipmentsDigital Epitaph



StayingLooking Talking





THE SYNCHRONICITY



3:00 PM
RAINING OUTSIDE



A perfect shelter 
from the rain—does 

the person below 
agree?

Rain began to fall just as the skateboarder finished her run. Sitting on the 
rooftop with her board in hand, she gazed at the rain-slicked streets and the 
railway tracks stretching before Paris Nord Station.



I'm not the only 
one carrying grief. 
Maybe it's time I 

stepped out more.

At home, she spent her days staring at the virtual image of her late daughter on 
the computer screen. But here, she found herself connecting with more people.



5:00 PM
THE SUN CAME OUT
A MEMORIAL CONCERT GOING ON



Good tunes—let's 
go in and see what's 

happening.

The memorial concert took place behind the curtain. A passing couple, drawn by the melody, stopped to 
watch. After the rain, a beam of sunlight pierced through a circular opening in the ceiling, illuminating 
the musician.



This was my wife's 
favorite song—it meant 
the world to her when 

she was alive.

The stranger's name was unknown to him, but grief had no boundaries. In the echo of the piano, he 
found himself mourning the years he’d lost, the people he’d forgotten, and the life that could have been. 



1:00 AM

PEOPLE RESTING



Did you see the woman 
who’s been coming every 
day this month to speak 
with her late daughter 

Today?

She slowly began 
engaging with others, 
and a smile gradually 

formed on her face.

The Transients stay at this site at night, finding shelter from the wind and rain, isolation 
from the noise of the trains, and soft, dry floors. They also watched the people who came 
here to mourn each day.



THE LIGHTING SYSTEM



STREET LIGHTS



Lounge Area

Farewell Hall

Memorial Hall

Meditation



PVC Light Blocker

Steel frames

LED Tubes

Lighting up the floors

Lighting up the ceiling

















THE TEMPORALITY















Display System CPUStorage SystemPower System

SYSTEM MAINTENANCE

SCREEN

WALL

DEVICE

SOLAR
POWER

BACKUP
POWER

CLOUD
STORAGE

QUARTZ
STORAGE

CLOUD
CPU

DATA
CENTER

ON SITE BACKSTAGE
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THE EXTENSION



PROTOTYPE

CEMETERIES RETURN TO COMMUNITIES









CHEERS

干杯



undefined

defined

Openness

Immersion

VOLUME

Respecting Acting Mourning Sitting Staying Toughing Meditating Looking Climbing



A GRIEVING MOTHER 
TRAPPED AT HOME











Research: Was the Cemetery Once 

Publicity of Cemeteries

Ancient 
Rome

Middle Ages

Place
Private Activities
Public Activities
Memorials

Transformation of Cities
Vanishing Space

Removing

"Wasted" Space / Scraps New Prototype
Renewal



Detail A 1:15

rammed earth

150mm tamped gravel
30mm Fine Aggregate Concrete
50mm Pervious Concrete
30mm Colored Pervious Concrete
Two-Component Polyurethane Sealant

Profiled Steel Sheet

PVC Waterproof Membrane
PVC Acoustic Panel
PVC Waterproof Membrane
Profiled Steel Sheet
Preservative-treated wood



Detail A 1:20

Rammed earth

150mm tamped gravel
30mm Fine Aggregate Concrete
50mm Pervious Concrete
20mm Pervious Rubber
Two-Component Polyurethane Sealant

Pervious Rubber Surface
Calcium Silicate Panels
Profiled Steel Sheet
Pervious Rubber Pavement

Devices
Light Steel Frame
Calcium Silicate Panels
Ink Screens
Concrete Finishing



Detail A 1:10

Profiled Steel Sheet
PVC Waterproof Membrane
Fiberglass Acoustic Wool

PVC Waterproof Membrane
Standing Seam Aluminum Roof

Felt Covering

Gypsum Soundproof Panel

Profiled Steel Sheet
PVC Waterproof Membrane
Fiberglass Acoustic Wool

PVC Waterproof Membrane
Standing Seam Aluminum Roof

Felt Covering

Gypsum Soundproof Panel

Embedded Bracket


