
A vertical campus
As a public condenser

Multiplicity in circulation
Connecting different layers

Spaces with happening
Open and public spaces

academic and innovation
campus the hague
The Utrechtsebaan, between Bezuidenhout and the Central Station area functions as a spatial buffer between these two 
growing and innovative neighbourhoods, each with a distinct identity. Bezuidenhout is a vibrant residential district, while 
the Central Station area is an innovative and business-oriented district, where dynamic and governmental functions con-
verge. This strict buffer needs to be opened up by the introduction of a public domain, in the form of a vertical campus. 
This campus should serve as a bridge between the two neighbourhoods, promoting inclusivity and diversity. This will be 
achieved through social functions and the integration of government buildings into the public domain, fostering connec-
tions between the neighbourhoods and their users.

The question is also how to give a university building a strong identity without creating a barrier due to its function and 
making it adaptive and flexible enough for future changes. A university can be off-putting to certain target audiences 
unrelated to it. Therefore, the design should fall within the public domain, with a hybrid function that is accessible to eve-
ryone, connecting different target groups, and possessing flexible, adaptive and innovative characteristics.
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Current Situation 
Traffic around Prins Clauslaan

Closing off the A12
Getting rid of an urban divder

Public Field
Connecting the landscape

A hectic situation along and around Prins Clauslaan. The 
Utrechtsebaan (A12) is one of The Hague's major traffic 
arteries and concludes after this point. This aautomotive 
traffic flow not only serves as an urban divider but also 
creates unrest an acoustic and air pollution in the 
neighbourhood. The car traffic dominates here, and that 
needs to be changed.

By closing off the Utrechtsebaan at this juncture, situated 
between the ministries, the land is reintegrated into 
the accessible urban fabric, especially for pedestrians. 
This move not only fosters a more pedestrian-friendly 
environment but also alleviates the negative impacts 
associated with traffic dominance, thus contributing to 
a more community-oriented urban setting.

A new public space has been created, reconnecting the 
two neighbourhoods in Bezuidenhout-West spatially 
and emotionally. On the west side, there are ministries 
and many office buildings, and on the east side, the 
residential area of Bezuidenhout-West. Conducted 
interviews and statistics from the Municipality of The 
Hague indicate the need for a public meeting point in 
this neighbourhood.

Adding a Public Condenser
To connect target groups

Adding Program
Containing the Vertical Brief

Vertical Campus
A Public Condenser/Educational HUB

Integrating the vertical campus into its context by creating 
a public passage. This pathway runs underneath and up 
to the campus, connecting the south Theresiastraat to 
the north Bezuidenhoutseweg. It enhances accessibility 
while promoting the campus as a public meeting point 
for the community. The trafficflow underneath and up to 
the campus is smooth and stimulates movement due to 
the use of active stairs.

The public base of the campus, featuring an exhibition 
space, library, digital center, and tech-labs, serves as a 
hub connecting different target groups from both the 
residential and office neighbourhoods. The diverse 
programs attract students, professionals, and residents 
alike. Additionally, the university park in the quadrangle 
stimulates community interaction, offering a green 
space for people to connect.

The campus is well integrated into the context of 
Prins Clauslaan, with a public base designed to merge 
different target groups, including students, residents, 
and professionals. The program offers spaces and 
activities suitable for each group, ensuring inclusivity. In 
contrast, the academic top of the campus is reserved 
exclusively for students, fostering focused academic 
activities.

Flexibility
Resilient to future changes

Solid-liquid-gas
From Private to public spaces

Interactive
Sightlines and visibility

The vertical campus needs to be future-proof. Due to 
rapid changes in society, the construction industry, and 
technology, the campus should be designed to be as 
flexible as possible so that it can adapt to significant 
future changes. This can be achieved through a fixed 
grid structure, allowing the internal space to be freely 
arranged and modified.

For the program it is crucial to carefully consider which 
functions are compatible with each other and which are 
not. Public functions should not interfere with private 
functions, as the needs of students differ from those of 
external visitors. This principle should serve as a tool for 
making choices within the program, ensuring a clear 
distinction of spaces based on their intended use.

To promote interaction within the building, careful 
consideration is given to sightlines that run through 
and towards the structure. The thoughtfulness of these 
sightlines aims to encourage visitors and students 
to explore specific functions within the building. The 
visibility of the facade also plays a significant role in 
making the public functions of the building attractive.

Circulation in movement
Stimulate movement

Diverse functions
Invite people to certain happenings

Human scale
Spaces that feel well

To encourage movement, numerous open passages 
and staircases leading to elevated public spaces within 
the building have been created to stimulate social 
interaction. A deliberate decision was made to install 
only stairs instead of escalators to promote physical 
activity. Movement is not only beneficial for health but 
also stimulates the brain, which is crucial for a student's 
well-being.

Various functions outlined in the vertical brief are 
strategically added in a way that allows both visitors and 
students to easily identify the activities taking place from 
a distance. Each function is assigned its distinct identity 
within the building. The mixing of public functions is 
intentional, aiming to stimulate interaction among 
visitors and students.

To ensure spaces are as comfortable as possible, a 
significant emphasis is placed on designing according 
to the human scale. For instance, public areas feature 
lofty open spaces, while functions with a more private 
nature are designed with lower ceilings and a more 
enclosed layout. This approach not only enhances visual 
distinctions between public and private spaces but also 
contributes to the overall comfort and atmosphere 
within the design.

Campus intervention
Prins Clauslaan, The Hague

Situation Prins Clauslaan

Design principles
Vertical campus

Urban connector
Prins Clauslaan, The Hague

Urban intervention
Prins Clauslaan, The Hague
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Biodiverse lush green roof
Wood-Aluminium curtain wall frame with triple glazing
Acces walkway for maintanance and cleaning
Photovoltaic panels for solar shading and electricity
Steel and CLT hybrid construction
White ceiling with acoustic isolation
Lowered ceiling for services to pass
Manual windows for user controle
White oak Wooden floor finishing
Removable walls for adaptive layout
Concrete cores of recycled concrete
Grey aluminium mesh
Mechanical ventilation with heat recovery in winter
Corten steel mesh
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Green roof for thermal cooling and smart water usage
High ceilings for natural light
Single sided natural ventilation (for smaller rooms)
Open spaces to provide visual comfort
Manual windows for user controle
Ground source cooling and heating via aquifer storage
Heath pump
Photovoltaic panels for solar shading and electricity
Excess electricity from photovaltaic panels stored in battery
Acces walkway for sun shading
Ventilation type D with heat recovery system
Natural air extraction from high ceilings (atrial effect)
Green quadrangle for acoustic, visual comfort and air quality.
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Program mass
Public base, academic top

Monolith
Mass of the vertical campus

Slice
Creating a passage and a climb

Program
public vs semi private vs private
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Skin

Circulation system (generic)
Multifunctional stairs (specific) 

Walls (generic)
Adaptable  and flexible walls (specific)

Movable furniture
Personal belongings

Appliances

Lowered ceiling (generic)
Open space for services (specific)

Ventilation shafts
Electrical wiring

Plumbings
Communication networks

Load bearing components (generic)
Adaptable and flexible walls (specific)

Concrete core (generic)

Facade curtain wall (generic)
PV panels and openings (specific)
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Solid Liquid Gas
On campus, traditional, fixed On campus, interconnected, flexible Off-campus, open, public domain

Solid-liquid-gas
Schematic program distribution

Navigation Different urban entities Urban islands Different urban identities

Academic top
Studio spaces and classrooms

Public base
Passage, forum and library

 Passage  00-01

 Exhibition route   01-04

Library route   02-05

Academical route   08-25

Upper outdoor route   13-15 

Fast route   00-25

Routing through campus
Circulation

The functions of the vertical campus, provided from the vertical 
brief, are roughly disturbed through the studies and research 
about university identity and the theory of solid-liquid-gas from 
Alexandra den Heijer (2021). This resulted in a design proposal 
where there is a clear distinction between the public base and the 
academical top of the vertical campus. The base of the vertical 
campus functions as a public condenser, bringing together 
diverse target groups of The Hague, including students, residents 
of Bezuidenhout and the Central Innovation District, and office 
workers/ commuters. This creates a vibrant community, making 
the campus not only an educational facility but also a social and 

innovative city hub. The base includes educational functions such 
as a library, digital and media center, audio spaces, and exhibition 
spaces, designed to be accessible and engaging for everyone. 
 
The ground floor is completely open, forming a passageway that 
allows free movement from the south to the north side of the 
building. This dynamic space features forums for social interaction 
and a restaurant/café, providing a welcoming environment for the 
people to meet, relax, or engage. The design promotes openness and 
movement, making the campus feel like a natural extension of the city. 
Visitors can ascend through the public base via two key routes: 

Ground floor | passage, shop, daycare and café First floor | forum and lounge

Second floor | lab, auditorium, forum and start library and exhibition route Third floor | digital area, exhibition route and library route

Fourth floor | exhibition, audio area and library route Fifth floor | library

Sixth floor | offices and lounge Seventh floor | café and terraceSouth facade, seen from the quadrangle at the Theresiastraat

Public passage, pointing to the elevators

the exhibition route and the library route. These pathways provide 
an interactive journey, allowing users to explore the campus 
as they move through the building. Circulation is designed to 
engage visitors, offering opportunities to encounter spaces 
like the library, media center, exhibitions, and café. These areas 
support both collaborative and solo activities, creating a flexible 
environment that encourages learning, interaction, and community 
engagement. The academic top is a semi-private to private  space, 
primarily for students staff and other visitors who belong to the 
campus space, where most of the teaching and learning take 
place. It is the largest element of the building, with a transparent 

design that reflects openness and accessibility of the learning 
environment, enhancing the connection between the interior and 
the city of the Hague. Setbacks create outdoor terraces for students 
and visitors to gather and study, while also adding visual interest. 
Inside, these setbacks help users navigate the tower intuitively. 
 
Overall, the vertical campus integrates educational, social, and 
urban functions, creating a dynamic environment that blends 
seamlessly with the surroundings of Prins Clauslaan and the future 
strategy of The Hague Central Innovation District, while maintaining 
a distinct architectural presence, that enhances university identity. 

Part of the public forum space and passage, seen from the Theresiastraat side

Start of the library route

Twentieth floor | studio space, exhibition void and classrooms Twentyfirst floor | studio space and classrooms

Exhibition void

Studio spaceMovement chair through studio spaces Enclosed studio space

Collaboration space, next to auditorium

Flexible classrooms
academic top public base public stairs

exterior

warm energetic focus

interior

The urban design strategies for the future vertical campus along Prins Clauslaan in The Hague’s Central Innovation 
District (CID) aim to create a cohesive and dynamic urban environment that addresses current challenges while 
providing future-proof solutions for the city. A key objective is to bridge the physical and social divide between the 
Central Station area and the Bezuidenhout neighbourhood. While the Utrechtsebaan currently acts as a barrier, the 
vertical campus offers an opportunity to establish new connections. Through pedestrian pathways, green spaces, 
and new functions, the campus can improve accessibility and promote interaction between these distinct areas. 
 
Additionally, the expansion of the public domain transforms the area from a predominantly governmental 
and business district into a more inclusive and vibrant space. Open spaces, meeting points, and recreational 

Public tech-lab/workshop

Solo researchspace

Building technology
Shearing layers
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Climate concept in longitudinal section

The vertical campus design concept is crafted to create a building 
that is both functional and vibrant, seamlessly integrating into the 
urban fabric of The Hague’s Central Innovation District and Prins 
Clauslaan. It aims to offer a rich and varied experience for its users 
while standing as a significant architectural addition to the city, 
bleding in in the archipelago urban fabric of the CID. The design 
begins by establishing a clear distinction between the public base 
and the academic top, guided by the design brief and contextual 
research. This separation accommodates the diverse functions of 
the campus, with the base enhancing public engagement and the 
top dedicated to academic activities. This duality not only fulfills 

functional requirements but also establishes a strong architectural 
identity that resonates with its surroundings at the Prins Clauslaan. 
 
To further enhance the dynamism of the vertical campus, the 
design incorporates a variety of environments and experiences. 
By providing spaces that cater to different needs and activities, 
the campus becomes a stimulating environment for students, 
faculty, and visitors, encouraging creativity, collaboration, and 
interaction. This is complemented by strategically placed open 
public spaces in the façade, which introduce a sense of “plasticity” 
to the building. These large openings serve as visual landmarks, 

creating recognizable areas for key activities and interactions. They 
blur the boundaries between interior and exterior, fostering a sense 
of openness and connectivity that enriches the user experience. 
 
The building's internal circulation is designed to link these open 
spaces and seamlessly connect them with the surrounding 
environment of the vertical campus. This logical movement 
pattern enhances accessibility and interaction, making the building 
more inviting and user-friendly for different target groups. The 
concept of multiplicity in circulation offers various routes within the 
building, such as the library route, which emphasizes the openness 

and accessibility of the campus for public use. These pathways 
provide diverse experiences, enriching the daily life of its users 
and fostering a sense of community between student and visitors. 
 
The culmination of these design strategies results in a vertical 
campus that not only meets functional needs but also serves as 
a vital connection between the neighbourhood and The Hague 
Central District. The building is more than just a place for learning; 
it is an inclusive, vibrant space that integrates into the city’s fabric, 
enhancing the community while acting as a hub for innovation and 
education.

Public base, academic top
Dividing different functions

Creating unique environments
To make the building dynamic

Visible movement
Throughout the building

Type
Passage
Exhibition route
Library route
Academical route
Upper outdoor route
Fast route

Tech-lab and studio space, seen from outside
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Ground floor First floor Second floor Fourth floor Fifth floor Twelfth floor Thirteenth floor Twentieth floor Twenty-third floor Twenty-fifth floor

The structural grid of the campus is fundamental in organizing 
and distributing the 1,336 m² Gross Floor Area (for a basic 
floor) into efficient floorplans that align with the vertical brief. 
It provides a flexible framework that accommodates a variety 
of campus needs, from academic spaces to public areas. By 
strategically segmenting the grid, the design enables logical 
arrangements of classrooms, study areas, and collaborative 
spaces, ensuring adaptability in size, orientation, and functionality 
to meet diverse educational and social requirements. 
The grid also facilitates the formation of clear pathways throughout 
the building, running alongside classrooms and other spaces, 

promoting efficient circulation and easy navigation between 
different zones. Beceause of the core zoning, circulation in the 
middle of the campus is possible. This layout enhances the user 
experience, stimulating interaction while maintaining spatial 
organization. With a 1,161 m² Net Floor Area in the academic 
top per floor,  there is ample usable space for these functions. 
 
Additionally, the grid integrates with the site’s unique conditions, 
such as the Utrechtsebaan, by positioning structural concrete cores 
for stability alsongside the highway. These cores house essential 
infrastructure, maintaining both stability and functionality.

1  Public entrance
2 Academic entrance
3 Reception and security
4 Academic oriënted shop
5 Café
6 Reading area
7 Lounge
8 Public passage
9 Lockers
10 Office

11 Daycare hub
12 Technical room
13 Engagement forum
14 Entrance library
15 Auditorium
16 Tech-lab/workshop
17 Loans and returns
18 Library lounge
19 Rare-books section
20 Audio rooms

21 Informal exhibition route
22 Storage
23 Kitchen
24 Studio space
25 Collaborative study space
26 Solo study space
27 Meeting space
28 Classrooms
29 Coffee corner
30 Terrace
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Building detailling
Hybrid cosntruction

The vertical campus construction employs a hybrid structural 
system that balances sustainability with strength and durability, 
utilizing innovative materials like cross-laminated timber (CLT), 
steel, and recycled concrete. Based on a 7.5x7.5 meter grid 
system, the load-bearing structure is stabilized by a recycled 
concrete core, with each material selected for its unique benefits in 
modern, eco-conscious construction, that is suitible for high-rise. 
 
Cross-laminated timber is a fundamental component of the 
structure due to its sustainability. As a renewable resource, timber 
stores carbon, significantly reducing the building’s carbon footprint. 
CLT also offers not only sustainable, but also practical advantages, 
providing a warm, natural ambiance to interior spaces while 
contributing to thermal and acoustic insulation. Its lightweight 
yet strong properties make it ideal for multi-story construction, 
and its use decreases the energy required for transportation 
and assembly, further enhancing its environmental credentials. 
 
Steel complements the timber by offering exceptional strength 
and durability. Its high load-bearing capacity ensures the vertical 

campus can support multiple floors and withstand lateral forces 
such as wind and seismic activity. Steel’s ability to span longer 
distances between columns allows for open, flexible spaces 
within the building, making it adaptable for various functions. Its 
long lifespan also reduces the need for frequent maintenance or 
replacement, contributing to the structure’s sustainability. 

Recycled concrete is utilized in the building’s core, reducing the 
demand for virgin materials and lowering the environmental impact 
of the construction process. By repurposing crushed concrete from 
demolished structures, this material supports the circular economy 
and minimizes waste. The concrete core provides excellent structural 
stability and fire resistance, enhancing the campus' durability and safety. 
 
The integration of CLT, steel, and recycled concrete results in a 
high-performance, sustainable solution that meets the structural 
demands of the vertical campus while minimizing its ecological 
footprint. This hybrid approach aligns with the project’s overarching 
sustainability goals, ensuring that the campus remains structurally 
sound and environmentally responsible in the long term.

Fragment 1:30
Roof fragment from the vertical campus

Longitudinal section
Visible circulation through campus

Construction
Load bearing structure 

areas invite not only students but also office workers (commuters) and residents to engage with the public 
realm, creating a welcoming and active urban atmosphere where different target groups can come together. 
 
By designing flexible and multifunctional spaces, the campus encourages interaction and knowledge exchange 
among diverse groups, enhancing the area’s dynamism and contributing to The Hague’s vision of innovation 
and collaboration. Moreover, the spaces are designed to adapt easily to future developments and the evolving 
needs of the city. This ensures that the campus remains relevant as the district grows, supporting sustainable 
urban development. Altogether, these design strategies offer a holistic approach to transforming Prins Clauslaan 
into a vibrant, connected, and future-proof urban environment.

Exploded view
Shearing layers, seventeenth floor up to the twentieth floor
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Basic details whole facade
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Structural HEM400 column
Wood-Aluminium frame and triple glazing
Build up HEM400 Asymmetric beam
Internal sun shading
Manuel windows  for user control
Photovoltaic panels
OWAPlan Silent Panel 50mm
White oak Wooden floor finishing
Fermacellc Therm25TM

Reinforced concrete
Cross laminated timber
550mm walkway for maintenance
Thermal insulation

01

Axonometric fragment
With the used construction elements
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