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Shell defends 'difficult' decision to buy Russian
crude oil

2 days ago

Russia-Ukraine war

Shell has defended its decision to purchase Russian crude oil despite the
invasion and bombardment of Ukraine.

The oil giant said in a statement that the decision to purchase the fuel at a
discounted price was "difficult".

It confirmed that it had bought a cargo of Russian crude oil on Friday but it
had "no alternative".

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba hit out at the energy company,
asking on Twitter: "Doesn't Russian oil smell Ukrainian blood for you?"
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Rutte:
ban
on
Russian
oil
would
have
‘enormous

consquences’
for
Europe

Politics      March 8, 2022

Prime ministers Justin Trudeau (l), Boris Johnson (c) and Mark Rutte. Photo: Simon Dawson/eyevine via ANP

Prime minister Mark Rutte has rejected calls for a ban on importing Russian oil and gas following the

invasion of Ukraine.

In a joint press conference with his British and Canadian counterparts, Boris Johnson and Justin

Trudeau, in London on Monday, Rutte said Europe needed to become less dependent on Russian

energy, but a ban would have ‘enormous consequences’.

The three leaders also ruled out any kind of direct intervention by Nato to stop the invasion because

the risk of escalating the conflict.
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Source: Steffen et al., 2015.
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“Energy is ultimately a root cause of the exceedance of many planetary boundaries.” 
(EEA, 2020)
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The diagram shows how the energy sector is responsible 
for almost 3/4 of emissions that cross planetary boundaries 
like the climate.
Source: Our world in data, 2016
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Ecological integrity, with the Rhine basin highlighted
Data: Boosting Ecological Restoration for a Wilder Europe, 
2020

“Ecological integrity” is measured from three major 
components of “wildness”, which are, trophic function, 
connectivity and natural dynamics. “This indicator aims 
to reflect the extent to which anthropogenic defaunation, 
fragmentation of the landscape and the continued extraction 
of natural resources, have altered the natural state of 
ecosystems.” (Fernández et al, 2020)
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Tower and transmission line in Delft, NL
Source: Photo by author, 2022
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of the electricity demand of 1 million homes, or 
around 3387 GWh
Source: Sijmons, 2014; EEA
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“Yet energy is not only electricity and power for 
machines. [...] Energy undergirds the form that 
ecological relationships take, giving everything 
on Earth its particular contours. Energy moves 
and, as it does, all life exists in a perpetual state 

of transformation, taking on specific form in 
moments and then dissolving only to define 
a threshold - between species, systems, or 

spaces.” (Iturbe, 2021)
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Energy as coexistence

P
A
R
A
M

E
T
E
R
S

D
E
C
O
N
S
T
R
U
C
T
IO

N



Subsidies Income

Less 
intervention

More 
intervention

Extensive

IntensiveIntensive
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multifunctional
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More 
multifunctional
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Biodiversity Industry
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Agglomeration zone
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Croplands

Water
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Forestry Forestry
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Ecological 
hotspot

Higher 
ecological 
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Higher 
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Higher 
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Higher 
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integrity
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Higher 
ecological 
integrity
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Agglomeration zones > 1M inhabitants

Agglomeration zones < 1M inhabitants

Croplands

Conservation areas (Natura2000)

Forestry and woodlands

Soil degradation and high GHG emissions

Commercial forest

Grasslands, heathlands and shrublands

High-voltage transmission lines

Energy-ecology corridor (5km buffer zone)

Highway and railway

Biodiversity

Less intervention

Extensive

Less multifunctional

Subsidies

Less multifunctional

Income

Balances of coexistence

More multifunctional

Industry

More intervention

IntensiveIntensive

+++ Biodiversity
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(Land 
cover)

CategoryElements
(Land-use)

ActionEnergy-Ecology 
intervention

Built-up Inhabitation

Primary forestry residues

Primary forestry residues

Conservation

Secondary forestry residues

Production of electricity

Habitats for biodiversity

CCS

Soil and nutrient protection 

Foster local community

Habitat for biodiversity

Habitat for humans

Renewable energy

Renewable energy

Renewable energy

Available residues only from residue extraction but 
no stomp removal allowed

Available residues only from residue extraction but 
no stomp removal allowed

Allow for sustainable use of the areas

Assign areas for low intervention and begin 
implementation

Rewilding practices

Practises of restoration of soil health

Assign areas

Practises of restoration of soil health

Low intervention of the forest

Biomass from stews

Increased woodland productivity by fertilization 
harvest mechanisation efficiency and increased 
mobilisation of wood from smallholders

Reduce competing demand for non-energy purposes

From forestry residues

Roundwood production

Roundwood production

Woodland

Power plant

Natura 
2000

Highway

Railway

For 
production

Forestry

Intensity

Recreation

Effective ecological corridor

Eco-tourism

Restoration

Biological

Foster local community

Available residues only from residue extraction but 
no stomp removal allowed

Ecotone

Primary residues

Secondary residues

CCS

Habitat for humans

Renewable energy

Accessible PV structure

Recreational park

Solar park

CCS plant

Meadows 
or forestry

Croplands Food and other biomass productionAgrivoltaics or other 
combinations

Food production

Agglomeration zones > 1M inhabitants

Agglomeration zones < 1M inhabitants

Croplands

Conservation areas (Natura2000)

Forestry and woodlands

Soil degradation and high GHG emissions

Commercial forest
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High-voltage transmission lines

Energy-ecology corridor (5km buffer zone)

Highway and railway
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Food and other biomass production

Food and other biomass production
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Agroforestry

For 
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Landscape
(Land 
cover)

CategoryElements
(Land-use)
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Food production

Food production
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