
Viaduct 53

Contribution to Fashion House Zurich

Danai Tsigkanou (GR) The underground club is working person’s 
meeting center and the thrill seeker’s place to 
escape a sedentary and digitalized lifestyle



Viaduct 53—Danai Tsigkanou (GR)

10

1

The Swissmill Tower known as Silo 
Silo, is the tallest operating grain eleva-
tor in the world, and is one of the most 
iconic buildings of the district

The club’s location under the hill is the 
extension of one of the most visited 
shopping streets in Zurich

Letten is an area that was developed 
by the opening of the power station 
and influenced the infrastructural ex-
pansion of the area. In the mid-1990s 
the area was redesigned as a leisure 
point within the city

In 2004 IM VIADUKT was designed by 
EM2N architects to create a new de-
centralized shopping area with local 
and emerging designers

Along the shopping street, Jisefwiese 
Park creates a pleasant space for shop-
pers to break between their walk in the 
area

Limmat river commenc-
es at the outfall of Lake 
Zurich and establishes 
an essential waterway to-
wards the rest of Europe
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The viaduct crossing the site was part 
of the infrastructural shift that hap-
pened in the city in 1894, which elevat-
ed all railways onto viaducts leaving 
extra space for the urban expansion

A small terrace cuts through the hill to 
form the club’s smoking area, where 
people can momentarily stand outside 
the club surrounded by the hill

On the south side of the site another 
silo tower stands with an area for the 
supply/ product trucks emphasizing the 
industrial character of the area

The entrance of the club is located 
on the southwest of the site in close 
approximation with the local transpor-
tation and the shopping street

An enclosed mall at the separation 
point of the pedestrian and railway 
paths indicates the end of the shop-
ping street

As part of the regional development 
and the project im viadukt, a pedes-
trian path between the shopping and 
Letten area was constructed to con-
nect them and make easier the access 
above Limmat river
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At the north of the site the supply en-
trance is directly accessed to the road

The enclosed spaced for the members 
are visually and physically connect 
with the dancefloors highlighting the 
immediate and tangible social interac-
tions that shape aspirational trends

The bar inside the Stich serves only 
those in the room and the members in 
the private areas

All service and storage rooms are 
placed in the periphery of the club hid-
den from the visitor

The room that only the most curious 
will find and explore

There are two Dj booths in this stage 
that shift through the night offering 
different experience of the spacer

The dance floor around the two pil-
lars at the center of the room offers 
the maximum space for the visitors to 
dance

For the small restaurant a kitchen with 
essential equipment is adjacent to the 
main bar and restaurant area

In front of the bar and the restaurant 
is the sitting area where one can sit 
between the stages

The only connection with the outside 
world is through the small terrace
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Adjacent to the Cut a transitional space 
is placed between the dancefloor and 
the rest of the spaces

The dancefloor is surrounded by ele-
vated platforms that work similarly to 
private stages

The changing room offers a moment of 
detachment from daily life where one 
can change outfits before or after their 
time in the club

In the cut there is one central Dj Booth 
elevated from the dancefloor placing 
the Dj in a visual point of view from 
room

A place to keep any personal belong-
ing in order to enter the club free of 
any objects

The street food vendor on the south-
west corner of the site hides the en-
trance, which in turn arouses curiosity 
and the urge to explore

A long low ceiling corridor leads to-
wards the core of the club and raises 
the tension until the arches unfold in 
the eyes of the spectator

The cloakroom is the first stop where 
one can start taking the layers of 
clothes off to reveal their spectacular 
outfit

The atelier is where members and de-
signers can work, modify and discuss 
with potential clients their prototype 
designs

A smaller service room serves the 
needs of the south rooms and areas 
with essential technical equipment
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The two central pillars of the stage 
Stich are surrounded by a mezzanine 
that gives the total overview of the 
dancefloor

At the end of the corridor before the 
staircases, a lounge with games offers 
a break moment in a reticent space

Inside Cut stage the mezzanine is lo-
cated across the Dj booth creating an 
intimate moment between spectator 
and entertainer

The toilets are located at the core of 
the club and include a sitting area that 
extends from the washing basins to 
the corridor that crosses above the 
main circulation corridor
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The railway is part of the club’s image 
as a landmark one can bring to memo-
ry when referring to the location

The terrace’s cut through the hill is visi-
ble from the pedestrian path revealing 
a bit of the interior

Some high-raised openings in the 
stage of Stich give a glimpse of the 
interior increasing the curiosity for the 
parties and the things inside

The club and the shopping street are 
divided by a street that leads directly 
to the central train station
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The 15-meter-high pillars frame the 
food corner and disappear under the 
hill to later be revealed again to those 
who enter

The main entrance is hidden inside the 
street food vendor turning the thresh-
old into a moment of excitement and 
impatience to enter

The walking distance from the shop-
ping street increases the relationship 
between fashion contributors and the 
club, as it simplifies the access and the 
selection of the club as a venue

A line of people outside a street food 
vendor suggests the entrance of the 
club without revealing much of the 
interior, which in turn arouses curiosity 
and the urge to explore
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The pedestrian path that extends from 
the shopping street towards Limmat 
river passes by the west side of the site

Withing stage Cut various levels ele-
vate the spectators from the dance-
floor

As one of the break areas the shared 
space of the main bar and restaurant of 
the club gives a moment of meeting or 
resting between the two stages, in the 
core of the club

Inside Cut, sound and light systems are 
exposed to the spectator for the maxi-
mization of the experience

The main corridor is the primary circu-
lation axis that connects all spaces

A mezzanine above the main corridor 
crosses the club providing a clear 
overview of everything within the 
spaces and areas
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Enclosed spaces are accessed only bt 
the members of the club and Fashion 
house Zurich. Atelier is the space for 
designers to work on their prototypes

Inside the Stich the mezzanine offers a 
visual connection with the dancefloor

In between the central pillars one of 
the member’s enclosed spaces for pri-
vate meetings places them in the core 
of the room

There is a separate smaller bar inside 
the Stich that serves only those in this 
stage and the enclosed member rooms

The services and storage areas are be-
tween the closest pillars to the road for 
a direct connection for the supplies

Outside of the stage Cut the lounge 
where people can take a break and 
play games

The Stitch offers various levels where 
one can stand and dance around the 
two pillars in the center of the room

The area of the main bar and res-
taurant at the core of the building is 
designed as the only main area with 
sitting arrangements

Above the main corridor a mezzanine 
unfolds across the club following the 
direction of the railway
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At the mezzanine above the main cor-
ridor, one can have a total overview of 
the club and feel like they walk on their 
own catwalk

Inside Cut, the various levels and the 
staircase leading to the mezzanines 
give the feeling of a spotlight where 
momentary one is seen by the rest of 
the people in the room

The higher levels within Cut work as 
private stages where one can show 
themself and see the others on the 
dancefloor

The lounge outside the Cut is a tran-
sitioning moment between the stages 
and the rest of the club where one can 
rest and take a break

The sitting arrangements in the main 
bar and restaurant give a moment of 
stillness between the circulation of the 
two stages

The main corridor is the primary circu-
lation axis that connects all spaces
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