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Abstract:

DXUiQg Whe 1970V iQ NeZ YRUk, TXeeU SeRSOe Rf cRORU
cRQVROidaWed a TXeeU VXbcXOWXUe cRPPRQO\ kQRZQ aV
ballUoom aV a UeVSRQVe WR VSaWiaO aQd VRciaO RSSUeVViRQ. AW
a WiPe ZheQ SURbOePV VXch aV Whe VSUead Rf AIDS,
hRPeOeVVQeVV, dUXg abXVe, aQd SURVWiWXWiRQ ZeUe heaYiO\
SRUWUa\ed aV iQheUeQWO\ UeOaWed WR Whe TXeeU cRPPXQiW\,
WUaQV SeRSOe Rf cRORU ZeUe VSecificaOO\ aQd
diVSURSRUWiRQaWeO\ affecWed b\ WhiV SROiWicaO cOiPaWe. IQ
cRPbiQaWiRQ ZiWh Whe Oack Rf VecXUiW\ Whe\ faced iQ SXbOic
VSaceV, WhiV cRPPXQiW\ ZaV fRUced WR XVe baOOURRPV WR
VhaSe WheiU RZQ SOaceV Rf eQcRXQWeU aZa\ fURP Whe SXbOic
e\e. DUag VhRZV becaPe aQ eVcaSe aQd a VXSSRUW V\VWeP
WhURXgh Whe cUeaWiRQ Rf HoXVeV, iQWaQgibOe VWUXcWXUeV Rf
kiQVhiS, WhaW hRVWed Whe gUad VhRZV aQd RccaViRQaOO\
SURYided Sh\VicaO VheOWeU WR TXeeU hRPeOeVV WeeQageUV.
HRZeYeU, be\RQd Whe hiddeQ baOOURRPV, SaUW Rf WhiV
cRPPXQiW\ UePaiQed iQ Whe SXbOic e\e aSSURSUiaWiQg SaUkV,
SieUV, aQd ZhROe VWUeeWV iQ XQcRQYeQWiRQaO Za\V. The
iQfRUPaOiW\, aQd RfWeQ iOOegaOiW\, Rf WheVe eShePeUaO VSaceV
UeVXOWed iQ a Oack Rf dRcXPeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe SUeVeQce Rf WhiV
cRPPXQiW\ iQ XUbaQ aQd aUchiWecWXUaO V\VWePV aQd WheiU
UeOaWiRQ WR Whe ciW\ aV a ZhROe. CRQVeTXeQWO\, WheUe iV a
PiVViQg Siece iQ bRWh bOack aQd TXeeU hiVWRU\ aQd WheiU
UeOaWiRQVhiS WR Whe bXiOW eQYiURQPeQW. ThiV hiVWRUicaO
UeVeaUch XVeV Whe ZRUk Rf TXeeU WheRUiVWV Rf Whe 20Wh
ceQWXU\ VXch aV GeRUge ChaXQce\ aQd LaXd HXPShUe\V,
ZhRVe diVcRXUVe fRcXVeV aOPRVW e[cOXViYeO\ RQ ga\ ZhiWe
PeQ, WR e[SaQd Whe QaUUaWiYe WR WUaQVgeQdeU ZRPeQ Rf
cRORU. AddiWiRQaOO\, ZiWh Whe VXSSRUW Rf hiVWRUicaO
ShRWRgUaShic PaWeUiaO, VXch aV Whe ZRUk Rf ChaQWaO
RegQaXOW aQd LeRQaUd FiQk, iW aQaO\]eV hRZ WhiV cRPPXQiW\
UeOaWed WR SXbOic VSace aQd hRZ iW VhaSed diVcUeWeO\ Whe
XUbaQ XVeV Rf MaQhaWWaQ. IW e[SRVeV Whe dXaOiW\ Rf Whe
TXeeU SXbOic VSace, RQ RQe haQd, UeOaWed WR Whe VecUec\ Rf
ballUoom, aQd RQ Whe RWheU, WR Whe SXbOic deYeORSPeQW Rf
TXeeU Oife. IW e[SOaiQV hRZ WheVe WZR UeaOiWieV e[iVWed iQ Whe
ciW\ ViPXOWaQeRXVO\ aQd iQWeUWZiQed.
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InWrodXcWion
DXUing Whe 1970V in NeZ YoUk, TXeeU people of coloU conVolidaWe a

TXeeU VXbcXlWXUe commonl\ knoZn aV EDOOURRP aV a UeVponVe Wo ph\Vical
and pV\chological oppUeVVion. ThUoXghoXW Whe WZenWieWh cenWXU\, Whe
TXeeU commXniW\ iV pXblicl\ poUWUa\ed aV inheUenWl\ UelaWed Wo pUoblemV
VXch aV AIDS, homeleVVneVV, dUXg abXVe, and pUoVWiWXWion. On Wop of
endXUing Whe challengeV of being TXeeU, WUanV people of coloU face ZideU
diVcUiminaWion and alienaWion, eYen fUom WheiU oZn commXniW\, dXe Wo Whe
coloU of WheiU Vkin. FoU man\ people, Zalking doZn Whe VWUeeW VeemV like a
mXndane and Vafe acWiYiW\. HoZeYeU, in a ciW\ ZheUe ciVgendeU
heWeUonoUmaWiYe men do Whe planning Zhile poUWUa\ing WheiU needV aV Whe
oneV of Whe defaXlW XVeU, an\ ciWi]en WhaW doeVnŖW ıW Whe mold UiVkV WheiU
VafeW\, and in Vome caVeV eYen Whe chance of impUiVonmenW, b\ Vimpl\
Zalking oXW WheiU hoXVe.

AV Joel SandeUV, an aUchiWecW Zho focXVeV on inclXViYe
aUchiWecWXUe, aUgXeV in hiV book SWXG WhaW aUchiWecWXUe iV noW
gendeU-neXWUal. The pUacWice iV heaYil\ linked Wo ZeVWeUn aUchiWecWXUal
WheoUiVWV and pUacWiWioneUV, VXch aV Le CoUbXVieU and ViWUXYio, Zhich haYe
cUeaWed a non-inclXViYe Za\ of cUeaWing ciWieV.1 DXe Wo Whe lack of VecXUiW\
faced in pXblic VpaceV, WhiV commXniW\ XVeV ballUoomV Wo Vhape WheiU
placeV of encoXnWeU aZa\ fUom Whe pXblic e\e. NoneWheleVV, conWUaU\ Wo
popXlaU belief, paUW of WhiV commXniW\ haV hiVWoUicall\ Uemained Xnhidden.
B\ appUopUiaWing paUkV, pieUV, and Zhole VWUeeWV in XnconYenWional Za\V,
WUanV people of coloU challenge Whe conYenWional diYide beWZeen pXblic
and pUiYaWe. The infoUmaliW\, and ofWen illegaliW\, of WheVe ephemeUal XVeV
UeVXlWV in a lack of docXmenWaWion of Whe XUban and aUchiWecWXUal V\VWemV
WhiV commXniW\ pXWV in place. ConVeTXenWl\, WheUe iV a miVVing piece in
boWh black and TXeeU hiVWoU\ and WheiU eĳecW on Whe bXilW enYiUonmenW, aV
Zell aV compUehenViYe and inclXViYe academic hiVWoUical diVcoXUVe aboXW
WheiU UelaWion Wo Whe ciW\ aV a Zhole.

FolloZing Whe pUohibiWion laZ implemenWed in Whe VWaWe in 1920, Whe
goYeUnmenW WUieV Wo eUadicaWe TXeeU ciWi]enV fUom Whe VWUeeWV.

1 Joel SandeUV, SWXG: AUFKLWHFWXUHV RI MDVFXOLQLW\ (NeZ YoUk, NY: PUinceWon AUchiWecWXUal
PUeVV, 1996), 4.
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NoneWheleVV, Whe\ do noW diVappeaU fUom pXblic Vpace, aV Whe poliWical
climaWe of Whe Wime VXggeVWV Whe\ VhoXld. InVWead, Whe\ challenge Whe XVe
of pXblic Vpace. TUanVgendeU people of coloU ZeUe no e[cepWion Wo WhiV
phenomenon. SegUegaWed inWo Vpeciıc neighboUhoodV, paUWicXlaUl\
HaUlem and Whe GUeenZich Yillage, WhiV commXniW\ cUeaWeV a V\VWem
be\ond Whe Zell-knoZn dUag ballV and Whe clXb Vcene in Zhich Whe\ Wook
place. ThXV, conVolidaWing an impoUWanW paUW of Whe VWUeeW life of NeZ YoUk.
ConVeTXenWl\, Whe TXeVWion aUiVeV, ZhaW ZaV Whe pUeVence of WhiV
commXniW\ in pXblic Vpace, and ZhaW ZaV WheiU inĲXence on pXblic
Vpace? In Zhich Za\V did Whe ballUoom commXniW\ appUopUiaWe and
inĲXence pXblic Vpace in ManhaWWan? HoZ ZeUe Whe\ XVing iW and ZheUe
ZaV WhiV pXblic Vpace locaWed ZiWhin Whe ciW\?

AfWeU Whe ıUVW ball foU FRORUHG people in 1962, docXmenWaUieV VXch
aV ŗPaUiV iV BXUningŘ and Whe popXlaUi]aWion of YogXing pUopel WhiV ignoUed
commXniW\ inWo a ZoUldZide phenomenon. ThXV, WhiV papeU UeVeaUcheV
Whe behaYioU of WUanV people of coloU and WheiU UelaWionVhip Wo pXblic Vpace
in NYC beWZeen 1920 and 1990, jXVW befoUe WheiU popXlaUi]aWion in Whe
media. FiUVW, iW e[plainV Whe poliWical climaWe of Whe eUa VWaUWing ZiWh Whe
inWUodXcWion of ballUoomV and dUag ballV. Then, iW goeV inWo Whe
goYeUnmenWal policieV linked Wo Whe commXniW\ and Whe eĳoUW Wo eUadicaWe
WheiU pUeVence fUom Whe pXblic e\e. AddiWionall\, iW goeV inWo Whe media
poUWUa\al of Whe commXniW\ and Whe demoni]aWion of WheiU e[iVWence on Whe
VWUeeWV. LaWeU iW lookV paUWicXlaUl\ aW WUanVgendeU people of coloU and Whe
paUadigm VhifW in Whe XVe of pXblic Vpace WhaW came ZiWh Whe cUeaWion of
dUag ballUoom. IW e[ploUeV Whe Uole of paUkV aV Vafe haYenV foU TXeeU WeenV
and hoZ Whe\ ZeUe eVVenWial foU Whe deYelopmenW of Whe commXniW\. AV a
UeVXlW, iW VhoZcaVeV an XndeUl\ing dXaliVm in TXeeU ciWi]enV and Whe ciW\
Zhile highlighWing Whe deYelopmenW of WhaW Vame d\namic.

The papeU UecUeaWeV WhiV XndocXmenWed VWoU\ ZiWh Whe VXppoUW of
imageV of hiVWoUic phoWogUaphV b\ ChanWal RegnaXlW and LeonaUd Fink,
WZo phoWogUapheUV WhaW ZeUe inVideUV Wo Whe commXniW\ dXUing Whe 1970V
and 1980V. AddiWionall\, iW dUaZV fUom TXeeU liWeUaWXUe, eVpeciall\ GeoUge
ChaXnce\'V 1994 book GD\ NHZ <RUN: GHQGHU, UUEDQ CXOWXUH, DQG WKH
MDNLQJ RI WKH GD\ MHQ :RUOG, 1890-1940 Zhich focXVeV on ga\ ZhiWe
men. ThXV, e[panding Whe diVcoXUVe Wo WUanVgendeU Zomen of coloU.
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FXUWheUmoUe, iW lieV in Whe WheViV of Malcolm Rio called ŗDUag hinge:
ŕUeadingŖ Whe VcaleV beWZeen aUchiWecWXUe and XUbaniVmŘ and ıllV in Whe
gapV b\ Waking a deepeU look aW pXblic Vpace ZiWh paUWicXlaU caVe VWXdieV.
Finall\, Whe UeVeaUch dUaZV fUom pUeYioXV inWeUYieZV ZiWh famoXV dUag
TXeenV aW Whe Wime Zho VhaUe WheiU e[peUienceV and ViWXaWeV WheiU VWoUieV
ZiWhin Whe academic conWe[W, VXch aV popXlaU dUag TXeenV HecWoU
XWUaYagan]a, Chichi ValenWi, and DominiTXe JackVon. HoZeYeU, Whe
UeVeaUch haV a limiWaWion UelaWed Wo Whe acceVV Wo highl\ deWailed aUchiYal
infoUmaWion dXe Wo Whe lack of docXmenWaWion WhaW iV a conVeTXence of
Whe infoUmal eVVence of Whe VpaceV anal\]ed. FXUWheUmoUe, dXe Wo Whe
diĴcXlW\ of conWacWing people WhaW liYed WhUoXgh Whe cUeaWion of ballUoom,
Whe infoUmaWion iV dUaZn fUom inWeUYieZV WhaW haYe alUead\ been
condXcWed, eUgo failing aW poVing TXeVWionV moUe UelaWed Wo Whe focXV on
pXblic Vpace. RegaUdleVV, iW VhoZcaVeV a big picWXUe of Whe XUban
neWZoUk and d\namicV cUeaWed b\ Whe ballUoom commXniW\ and e[plainV
fXUWheU Whe XnoĴcial and ignoUed impacW Whe\ had on NeZ YoUk.
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QXeer Ys. SWraighW PXblic Space
BallUoom and Whe CiW\

The cXlWXUe of dUag ballV in NeZ YoUk CiW\ can be WUaced back Wo
Whe Vecond half of Whe nineWeenWh cenWXU\. ThiV HaUlem inVWiWXWion ZaV
inaXgXUaWed in 1869 and annXall\ pUoYided hXndUedV of ga\ men fUom Whe
EaVW CoaVW ZiWh a hidden pXblic eYenW in Whe HamilWon Lodge.2 B\ Whe
1920V, Whe ballV became moUe YiVible aV Whe\ gained popXlaUiW\ dXUing
HaUlem'V UenaiVVance. AW WhiV poinW, Whe eYenWV eYolYe and inWUodXce dUag
TXeenV in coVWXmeV and Whe concepW of compeWiWion. ThXV, Whe ŕPaUade of
Whe FaiUieVŘ, Zhich conViVWV of dUag paUWicipanWV VaVha\ing WhUoXgh Whe
aXdiWoUiXm in pUepaUaWion foU a coVWXme conWeVW, became Whe main
aWWUacWion. B\ Whe 1960V Whe ballV ZeUe VWUXcWXUed pUimaUil\ aV beaXW\
pageanWV foU men dUeVVed aV Zomen Wo compeWe and Zin pUi]eV.
NoneWheleVV, Whe beaXW\ VWandaUdV held b\ Whe jXdgeV cUeaWe a Uacial
diYiVion ZiWhin Whe commXniW\. Black TXeenV ZeUe e[pecWed Wo ŗZhiWen
XpŘ WheiU faceV if Whe\ ZanWed Wo haYe a chance aW Zinning, and eYen When,
WheiU chanceV of being cUoZned ZeUe YeU\ Vlim compaUed Wo Whe oneV of
ZhiWe TXeenV. AV a UeVponVe, Whe ıUVW black ball appeaUed in 1962.3 LaWeU
on, in 1972, LoWWie and CU\VWal LaBeija cUeaWed Whe ıUVW dUag KRXVH Zhile
co-pUomoWing a ball.

The dUag KRXVHV aUe oUgani]ed gUoXpV of TXeenV WhaW compeWe
WogeWheU in Whe ballV aV a Weam and VimXlWaneoXVl\ pUoYide each oWheU
ZiWh a VXppoUW V\VWem. AlmoVW immediaWel\, mXlWiple KRXVHV appeaUed
and eYeU\one ZanWed Wo hoVW WheiU oZn ballV. AV a UeVXlW, dXUing Whe
1980V Whe nXmbeU of ballV incUeaVed e[ponenWiall\ Xp Wo Whe poinW Zhen
WheUe ZaV one aW leaVW eYeU\ monWh. DXUing WhiV peUiod of gUoZWh,
WhemaWic compeWiWionV named FDWHJRULHV foU ZDONLQJ ZeUe fXll\
implemenWed.4 In 1981, aV KeYin Omni Va\V, PaUiV DXpUee hoVWed Whe ıUVW

4 WalkiRg could represent the evolution of the ƈParade of the Fairies.Ɖ As it consists of contestants walking
down in front of judges while competing for pri^es. The competition involves caXegSVieW which are the
main ones for each walk that must be represented by the contestant to win.

3 Tim LaXUence, ŗ A HiVWoU\ of DUag BallV, HoXVeV and Whe CXlWXUe of VogXing,Ř in VRJXLQJ DQG WKH HRXVH
BDOOURRP SFHQH RI NHZ <RUN CLW\ 1989-92, ed. SWXaUW BakeU (London: SoXl Ja]] BookV, 2018), pp.
3-4.

2 Sam See, ŗŕSpecWacleV in ColoUŖ: The PUimiWiYe DUag of LangVWon HXgheV,Ř PMLA/PXblicaWionV of Whe
ModeUn LangXage AVVociaWion of AmeUica 124, no. 3 (2009): pp. 798-816,
hWWpV://doi.oUg/10.1632/pmla.2009.124.3.798.
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ball and fXll\ implemenWed WhiV concepW. He aUgXeV Whe idea ZaV alZa\V
WheUe bXW ZaV TXiWe UeVWUicWiYe in UeTXiUemenWV foU conWeVWanWV XnWil
DXpUeeŖV ball e[panded Whe FDWHJRULHV and WhXV appealed Wo a laUgeU
gUoXp of paUWicipanWV.5

The ImpeUial ElkV Lodge, Whe UpWoZn Social ClXb, Whe Golden
TeUUace BallUoom, and ClXb ConVWellaWion ZeUe UecXUUenW VpoWV foU Whe
ballUoom Vcene dXUing Whe 1980V. The ephemeUal condiWion of WheVe
VpaceV and Whe eYeUchanging oUgani]eUV foU Whe eYenWV cUeaWed a lack of
foUmal docXmenWaWion on Whe VpaWial conıgXUaWion. HoZeYeU, aV Malcolm
Rio menWionV, Whe YenXeV ZeUe ofWen laUge UoomV, conYenWionall\ banTXeW
hallV, WhaW dXe laUgel\ Wo WheiU open ĲooU plan, pUoYided Whe oppoUWXniW\ foU
adapWabiliW\ in combinaWion ZiWh Whe XVe of foldable fXUniWXUe.6 DeVpiWe Whe
ephemeUal naWXUe of Whe eYenWV, Whe common aUUangemenW depicWed in
phoWogUaphV, docXmenWaUieV, and VWoUieV, UeYealV a UecXUUing VWUXcWXUe.
AV anal\]ed b\ JonaWhan JackVon, Whe UecXUUing la\oXW dXUing Whe eYenWV
UeVembleV a ŗTŘ Vhaped compoViWion (ıg.1). A UXnZa\ lieV in Whe middle,
poViWioning Whe aXdience on boWh VideV, foU paUWicipanWV Wo Zalk WoZaUdV
Whe UaiVed plaWfoUm WhaW hoVWV Whe jXdgeV' Wable. AddiWionall\, he menWionV
WhaW in Whe Vecond half of Whe eighWieV, a Zooden UXnZa\ ZaV commonl\
UenWed oU conVWUXcWed UaiVed fUom Whe ĲooU, bXW neYeU WalleU Whan Whe
jXdgeŖV plaWfoUm.7 The peUfoUmance Vpace WhXV cUeaWed an a[iV WhUoXgh
Whe Uoom ZiWh a V\mmeWUical la\oXW. The heighW diĳeUence VXggeVWed a
VenVe of hieUaUch\ ZiWhin Whe eYenW and a pUinciple WhaW ZaV adapWed Wo
Whe diĳeUenW locaWionV aUoXnd Whe ciW\, WhXV aUgXabl\ eVWabliVhing a
W\polog\ foU Whe ballUoomV.

7 Jonathan Jackson, ƈThe Social World of Voguing,Ɖ JSYVRal Sf Xhe ARXhVSTSlSgical SXYd] Sf HYmaR
MSZemeRX Vol.12, No.2 (2002), 26Ɓ42, https://jashm.press.uillinois.edu/12.2/index.html, (accessed
February 24, 2022).

6 Malcolm  Rio, ŗDUag hinge: ŕUeadingŖ Whe VcaleV beWZeen aUchiWecWXUe and XUbaniVm,Ř DSpace@MIT
(1135865843-MIT), 2019, pp. 105-106.

5 Laurence, ƈA history of Drag Balls,Ɖ pp. 3-4
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Fig.1. DiagUam of Whe ballUoom W\polog\ la\oXW. MaUlon M. Baile\, in ŗEngendeUing Vpace: BallUoom cXlWXUe
and Whe VpaWial pUacWice of poVVibiliW\ in DeWUoiW,Ř GendeU Place and CXlWXUe: A JoXUnal of FeminiVW
GeogUaph\ 21(2014): 500. hWWp://d[.doi.oUg/10.1080/0966369X.2013.786688.

AV cenWUal aV Whe ballV ZeUe foU Whe Vocial life of Whe TXeeU people of
coloU in NeZ YoUk, Whe\ UepUeVenWed a Vmall fUacWion of WhiV commXniW\ŖV
Vocial acWiYiWieV. OWheU UecUeaWional VpaceV VXch aV ga\ clXbV, UeVWaXUanWV,
and paUkV ZeUe paUW of Whe TSRFŖV8 occXpaWion of pXblic VpaceV. The
moVW pUominenW locaWionV foU WhiV commXniW\ debaWabl\ VhoZcaVe an
XnoĴcial ]oning of XVeV in Whe ciW\. When iW comeV Wo Whe nighWlife, dXUing
Whe 1970V, dUag hoXVeV oUgani]ed Whe majoUiW\ of Whe ballV in HaUlem,
Zhile moVW of Whe UegXlaU nighWlife deYeloped in Whe ga\ baUV in midWoZn.
HoZeYeU, b\ Whe 1980V, GUeenZich Village became a VecondaU\ locaWion
foU Whe ballV and in 1987 PaW Field cUeaWed Whe ıUVW doZnWoZn hoXVe Wo
Zalk in Whe XppeU WoZn ballV.9 When iW comeV Wo paUkV, Whe moVW popXlaU
oneV among Whe dUag commXniW\ ZeUe locaWed in midWoZn deVpiWe
HaUlemŖV pUo[imiW\ Wo CenWUal PaUk. OYeU Wime, XUban VpaceV in Whe aUea,
VXch aV Whe PieUV on Whe HXdVon and ChUiVWopheU SWUeeW, became
pUedominanWl\ and pXblicl\ occXpied b\ WUanV ciWi]enV and acTXiUed a
UepXWaWion foU being a place Wo encoXnWeU one anoWheU. AV a UeVXlW, VhopV,
baUV, and UeVWaXUanWV in Whe aUea WXUned inWo UegXlaU VpoWV foU WUanV people

9 Laurence, ƈA history of Drag Balls,Ɖ p. 5.

8 QPOC- abbreviation for queer people of color.
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Wo YiViW. Speciıcall\, locaWed in Whe aUea of ChUiVWopheU VWUeeW,
eVWabliVhmenWV VXch aV Whe SWoneZall Inn UeceiYed UegXlaU cXVWomeUV
VXch aV famoXV WUanV acWiYiVW SilYia Ra\ RiYieUa. OWheU placeV VXch aV Whe
T\ĳan\ UeVWaXUanW became a popXlaU hang-oXW VpoW foU dUagV, ZheUe
people ZoXld hang oXW all nighW and eYen haYe bUeakfaVW afWeU Whe ballV.10

EradicaWing Homose[Xals ThroXgh RegXlaWions

DXUing WoUld WaU I, neZVpapeUV geneUall\ poUWUa\ed VoldieUV aV
innocenW and naiYe faUm bo\V, ŗinnocenWV abUoadŘ, and depicWed NeZ
YoUk CiW\ aV a place of Yice and Vodom\. MoUaliVW and conVeUYaWiYe
oUgani]aWionV aUgXed WhaW LQQRFHQW VoldieUV ZoXld ineYiWabl\ be coUUXpWed
b\ Whe ciW\, and conVeTXenWl\ bUing home YeneUeal diVeaVeV and
XQZKROHVRPH FLW\ ZD\V. ThXV, WheiU neZ YiceV ZoXld ZUeck Whe liYeV of
innocenW Zomen and childUen and ineYiWabl\ degeneUaWe NoUWh AmeUican
VocieW\. UndeU Whe poliWical climaWe of Whe ZaU, Whe pUohibiWion laZV
poUWUa\ed a deıniWe UaWional VolXWion and VecXUed WheiU enfoUcemenW in
1919, Zhich laVWed foU almoVW ıYe decadeV.11 The changeV VpaUked b\
PUohibiWion aimed Wo cUiminali]e and eUadicaWe Whe e[iVWence of Yice, Zhich
b\ deıniWion aW Whe Wime diUecWl\ inclXded diVpla\V of homoVe[XaliW\ in Whe
pXblic Vpace, WaUgeWed paUWicXlaUl\ ga\ men'V UelaWionVhipV. QPOC ZeUe
Whe moVW aĳecWed. PaVVing XnnoWiced aV VWUaighW iV eaVieU foU ZhiWe
maVcXline ciVgendeU looking ga\ men, bXW foU black WUanVgendeU ciWi]enV
WhaW iV haUdl\ an opWion. HoZeYeU, iW ZaV Whe inWenWion of limiWing WheiU
YiVibiliW\ WhaW ended Xp deYeloping eYen fXUWheU alUead\ e[iVWenW VWUaWegieV
foU hiding in plain VighW.

DeVpiWe alUead\ ıghWing foU WheiU pUeVence in pXblic Vpace aV paUW
of Whe TXeeU commXniW\, Whe added inWeUVecWion of being black inWUodXced
anoWheU la\eU of diVcUiminaWion WoZaUdV WUanV people of coloU, one WhaW
eYen came fUom ZiWhin Whe LGBTQI commXniW\. AV ga\ men foXnd WheiU
Za\ WhUoXgh Whe cUiminali]aWion of WheiU e[iVWence Wo gaWheU
XnapologeWicall\ in pXblic, ceUWain bXVineVVeV became knoZn foU WheiU

11 GeoUge ChaXnce\, GD\ NHZ <RUN: GHQGHU, UUEDQ CXOWXUH, DQG WKH MDNLQJV RI WKH GD\ MDOH :RUOG,
1890-1940 (NeZ YoUk, NY: BaVic BookV, 1994),pp. 142-143.

10 Dominique Jackson,  ƈDominique Jacksonƅs Story,Ɖ Defying moments with OZY, HULU video, 34:00,
November 12, 2020.
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accepWance of TXeeU cXVWomeUV. PlaceV VXch aV SWHZDUWŖV and LLIH
CDIHWHULD, boWh in Whe Village, poVe an e[ample of VpaceV WhaW held a ga\
VpoW UepXWaWion foU \eaUV. UnfoUWXnaWel\, Whe Vame UepXWaWion WhaW
encoXUaged ga\ people Wo YiViW WhoVe eVWabliVhmenWV, encoXUaged Whe
police Wo occaVionall\ Uaid WheVe VpaceV. AV a UeVXlW, Whe paWUonage of
TXeeU people ZaV geneUall\ alloZed aV long aV Whe\ maVked an\ behaYioU
WhaW mighW denoXnce WheiU Ve[Xal oUienWaWion.12 ConVeTXenWl\, boWh
eVWabliVhmenW oZneUV and Whe TXeeU clienWele XnoĴciall\ deıned WheVe
placeV aV ZhiWe TXeeU pXblic VpaceV. ThXV, Whe diVcUiminaWion inVide
ballUoomV WoZaUd black TXeenV alVo emeUgeV in Whe XVe of pXblic Vpace
ZiWhin Whe ciW\.

I been scared and battered
M\ hopes the Zind done scattered.
SnoZ ha] fri] me, sXn has baked me.
Looks like betZeen ŕem
The\ done tried to bake me
Stop laXghinŖ, stop loYinŖ, stop liYinŖ -
BXt I don't care!
IŖm still here!13

The poem ŗIŖm SWill HeUeŘ b\ AfUican AmeUican poeW LangVWon
HXgheV accXUaWel\ capWXUeV Whe UeVilience ZiWhin Whe black commXniW\.
Qpoc ZeUe noW indiĳeUenW Wo WhiV deViUe Wo ıghW back and peUVeYeUe. In
1980, Whe geneUal campaign Wo UefoUm Whe image of Whe ciW\ WaUgeWed 42nd
VWUeeW, Zhich inclXded ineYiWabl\ TimeV STXaUe, aV Whe objecWiYe aUea Wo
eUadicaWe pUoVWiWXWion and dUXgV. The iconic cenWeU of NeZ YoUk, in Whe
ZoUdV of L\nne Sgal\nne, had acTXiUed a bad UepXWaWion and ıYe main
V\mbolic imageV. The foXUWh, alVo deıned b\ L\nne aV ŗWhe WeVWing
gUoXndŘ, UelaWed Wo Whe boXndaUieV being pXVhed againVW conYenWional
YalXeV and UooWed in Whe cloVe UelaWionVhip beWZeen WheaWeU and Yice.14

The UiVk\ and Vociall\ conVideUed inappUopUiaWe pUacWiceV of Whe aUea ZeUe
aUgXabl\ paUW of Whe eVVence and UichneVV of TimeV STXaUe. SimilaUl\, Whe

14L\nne B. Sagal\n, TLPHV STXDUH RRXOHWWH: RHPDNLQJ WKH CLW\ IFRQ (CambUidge, MA: MIT, 2003), pp.
50-51.

13 LangVWon HXgheV, ŗI'm SWill HeUe,Ř in PoeWU\ foU YoXng People: LangVWon HXgheV, ed. DaYid RoeVVel and
AUnold RampeUVad (S.l., NY: STERLING PUB CO, 2021), p. 39.

12 Chauncey, Ga] Ne[ YSVk, pp. 174-175.
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YiVibiliW\ of Whe ballUoom VXbcXlWXUe cUeaWed Whe Vame YalXe foU oWheU
neighboUhoodV in ManhaWWan b\ impoVing WheiU e[iVWence in Whe pXblic
Uealm. PaUado[icall\, Whe WaUgeWed policieV pXW in place Wo eUaVe Yice fUom
Whe ciW\, commonl\ in Whe Vame neighboUhoodV ZheUe TXeeU people
pUedominanWl\ liYed, had Whe oppoViWe eĳecW. InVWead of eUadicaWing TXeeU
YiVibiliW\, iW Ue-Vhaped hoZ Whe commXniW\ XVed pXblic Vpace. AV a UeVXlW,
Whe TXeeUV VhifWed WoZaUdV paUkV, pUedominanWl\ CenWUal PaUk, and
mXlWiple locaWionV in Whe aUea of Whe Village.

Fig.2. DiagUam of hiVWoUicall\ UeleYanW  WUanVgendeU pXblic VpaceV, focXVing on cUXiVing and Vocial
gaWheUingV in ManhaWWan. NYC LGBT HiVWoUic SiWeV PUojecW, n.d., acceVVed  JanXaU\ 17, 2022,
hWWpV://ZZZ.n\clgbWViWeV.oUg .
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Open VpaceV and Whe diĴcXlW\ foU Whe aXWhoUiWieV Wo conWUol Whem
dXe Wo WheiU laUge Vcale oĳeUed an alWeUnaWiYe foU ga\ pXblic life Wo
deYelop. AV depicWed b\ PhoWogUaph\ LeonaUd Fink, locaWionV VXch aV Whe
HXdVon RiYeU pieUV ZeUe openl\ XVed b\ Whe commXniW\. PaUWicXlaUl\
dXUing a Wime Zhen moVW bXVineVVeV, VXch aV baUV, UeVWaXUanWV, and
WheaWeUV, ZeUe WhUeaWened ZiWh VancWionV if Whe\ VeUYed TXeeU cXVWomeUV.
EYen WhoXgh ga\ VWUeeW life ZaV a phenomenon on iWV oZn, iW ZaV enabled
b\ Whe ZoUking claVV. GiYen Whe cUoZded chaUacWeU of moVW ZoUking
peopleŖV liYing aUUangemenWV, a big paUW of WheiU Vocial life Wook place on
Whe VWUeeWV. ThiV conVWanW cUoZd helped ga\ VWUeeW life b\ acWing aV a
cXUWain Wo maVk WheiU pUeVence.15 To an e[WenW, Whe pXblic commXnal XVe
of pXblic VpaceV of Whe middle claVV, alloZed TXeeU ciWi]enV Wo XVe Whe
Vame ph\Vical Vpace foU acWiYiWieV WhaW ZoXld be moUe conYenWionall\
pUiYaWe, VXch aV Ve[. AV LaXd HXmphUe\ aUgXeV in hiV UeVeaUch THDURRP
TUDGH, iW iV Whe pUeVence of agenWV of Vocial conWUol and Whe TXaliW\ of
illegaliW\ WhaW deıneV Whe UXleV of Whe game and Whe XVe of WheVe VpaceV,
Zhile making Whe game e[ciWing.16 HXmphUe\ŖV UeVeaUch e[poVeV in deWail
a kind of UiWXal ga\ men ZenW WhUoXgh in WheVe VpaceV in oUdeU Wo engage
in Ve[Xal UelaWionV ZiWhoXW being Woo obYioXV. The\ deYeloped a VeW of
VignV aV a foUm of langXage. EYenWXall\, WheVe VpaceV ZeUe no longeU jXVW
hoVWing YiceV, Whe\ led Wo commXnicaWion and Whe oppoUWXniW\ foU
engagemenW. ThiV ZaV eVVenWiall\ cUXcial foU Whe ballUoom commXniW\,
Zho cUeaWed WheiU VWUXcWXUeV of kinVhip Xpon WhoVe pUincipleV and,
conWUaU\ Wo popXlaU belief, XVed pXblic VpaceV aV placeV Wo cUeaWe a
commXniW\ ZiWhoXW hiding.

16 LaXd HXmphUe\V, THDURRP TUDGH: LPSHUVRQDO VH[ LQ SXEOLF VSDFH, ed. HoZaUd BekkeU (Chicago,IL:
Aldine, 1970), p. 90.

15 Chauncey, Ga] Ne[ YSVk, pp. 179-180.
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Fig.3. PhoWogUaph of ga\ men VXnbaWhing aW Whe  MoUWon SWUeeWŖV PieU no.42 VhoZing hoZ afWeU Whe pieUV
ZeUe no longeU XVed aV a heaYil\ WUanViWed poUW, Whe\ ZeUe almoVW e[clXViYel\ a TXeeU Vpace. LeonaUd
Fink, ŗK\UaikoV ş popcoUn ŕTŖ VhiUW (39),Ř 1977. The LeVbian, Ga\, BiVe[Xal, and TUanVgendeU
ComXniW\ CenWeUŖV AUchiYe, acceVVed FebUXaU\ 18,2022, hWWpV://ga\cenWeU.oUg/aUchiYeV .
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A NeZ VisibiliW\

A VXEZD\ FDU RQ WKH QXPEHU 6 WUDLQ WR
BURRNO\Q BULGJH. AV WKH WUDLQ SXOOV LQWR WKH
VWDWLRQ, ıYH ODWLQ ER\ TXHHQV SLOH RQ. GLJJOLQJ
DQG VTXHDOLQJ, WKH\ EHJLQ WR ZRUN WKH FURZGHG
FDU, DV WKHLU OHDGHU FODSV RXW D UK\WKP DQG
FDOOV, ŗOQH WZR-WKUHH SRVHŘ.17

WiWh WhiV VhoUW deVcUipWiYe VcenaUio, Chichi ValenWi inWUodXceV Whe
HoXVe of E[WUaYagan]a in hiV aUWicle WiWled NDWLRQV. ThiV joXUnaliVWic piece,
pXbliVhed in 1988 foU Whe OcWobeU iVVXe of DeWailV maga]ine, UepUeVenWV
one of Whe ıUVW Wo docXmenW Whe cXlWXUe of ballUoom in a naWional media
oXWleW. The geneUal conWenW of Whe eVVa\ inWUodXceV Wo Whe UeadeU Whe
inWUicacieV and Whe VWUXcWXUe of Whe ballV and hoXVeV. HoZeYeU, iW
adeTXaWel\ VWaUWV b\ conWe[WXali]ing TXeenV YRJXLQJ in a cUoZded meWUo
caU. AV people obVeUYe Whe peUfoUmance anoWheU gUoXp of TXeenV
engageV and a dance baWWle WakeV place. ThUoXgh iWV naUUaWion, ValenWi
VhoZV WhaW Whe commXniW\ ZaV YiVible in Whe pXblic Vpace Zhile
VimXlWaneoXVl\ aWWeVWing WhaW WheiU pUeVence ZaV XneTXiYocall\ and
fXndamenWall\ an eVVenWial paUW of ManhaWWan'V VWUeeW life aW Whe Wime.
HoZeYeU, Whe YiVibiliW\ on Whe VWUeeWV did noW come eaV\ Wo Tpoc. In oUdeU
Wo meUel\ e[iVW in Whe pXblic e\e in a Vafe manneU, Whe ballUoom
commXniW\ had Wo Uel\ on WheiU oZn VWUXcWXUeV of kinVhip.

DXUing Whe 1970V, VWUeeW gangV mXlWiplied in YaUioXV aUeaV of
ManhaWWan, WhXV paUWicXlaUl\ jeopaUdi]ing Whe VafeW\ of WUanVgendeU
Zomen. In Whe face of a police V\VWem WhaW acWiYel\ pXUVXeV Whem Zhile
penali]ing WheiU e[iVWence, TXeenV had Wo WXUn Wo WheiU oZn commXniW\.
The concepW of KRXVHV Uapidl\ eYolYed be\ond Whe meUe oUgani]aWion of
ballUoomV and became boWh an oUphanage foU diVplaced kidV and an
oUgani]ed XnconYenWional oppoViWion. MembeUV ZoXld pUoWecW each oWheU
Xp Wo Whe poinW ZheUe, aV MXhammad Omni pXWV iW, Whe\ fXncWioned aV
gangV. He e[plainV WhaW an\bod\ Zho mighW WU\ Wo aVVaXlW oU commiW a
haWe cUime againVW a TXeen ZoXld haYe Wo meeW oppoViWion fUom people

17 Chichi ValenWi, ŗNaWionV,Ř DHWDLOV, OcWobeU 1988, p.170.
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fUom UoXgh neighboUhoodV Zho ZeUe accompan\ing WheVe feminine
cUeaWXUeV.18

In VpiWe of Whe XVe of Whe WeUm KRXVHV, man\ of WheVe gUoXpV did
noW neceVVaUil\ impl\ Whe occXpaWion of a ph\Vical Vpace. And eYen Zhen
iW did, mXch of Whe Vocial life Wook place on Whe VWUeeWV. AV HecWoU
XWUaYagan]a menWionV in hiV inWeUYieZ ZiWh ChanWal RegnaXlW, ŗ(...) WhUoXgh
going Wo clXbV, Vleeping in VWUeeWV, fending foU oneVelf, Ze cUeaWed a liWWle
famil\Ř.19 AV VXch, VWUeeWV become caWal\VWV foU commXniW\ and placeV Wo
VhameleVVl\ e[iVW and connecW ZiWh one anoWheU and in Vome caVeV
acTXiUed Whe VWaWXV of Vafe haYenV.

AV DominiTXe JackVon UecallV, ŗ When \oX came Wo NeZ YoUk, \oX
onl\ kneZ one place. Going doZn Wo ChUiVWopheU SWUeeW (...) and WhiV iV
ZheUe Ze VXUYiYed.Ř20 ChUiVWopheU SWUeeW, locaWed in Whe Village, iV WhXV
one of Whe moVW UeleYanW VWUeeWV in WUanV hiVWoU\. In 1969 Whe SWoneZall
RioWV21 VeW a pUecedenW aV dUag TXeenV ınall\ and collecWiYel\ foXghW back
Whe conWinXoXV VWUXcWXUe of oppUeVVion enfoUced b\ police. AV a UeVXlW,
LibeUaWion Da\ in 1970 iniWiaWed Whe annXal maUch foU LGBTQI UighWV
commonl\ knoZn in Whe pUeVenW da\ aV PUide. BallUoom goW inYolYed ZiWh
TXeeU acWiYiVm aV boWh had a paUallel e[ponenWial gUoZWh. In Whe ne[W WZo
decadeV mXlWiple moYemenWV and pUoWeVWV, VXch aV Whe oneV oUgani]ed
b\ Whe ACT UP oUgani]aWion againVW AIDS, Wook Whe VWUeeWV of Whe Village.
SXbVeTXenWl\, Whe hXndUedV of poVWeUV WhaW coYeUed Whe pXblic VpheUe,
WogeWheU ZiWh Whe incUeaVed YiVibiliW\ of Whe membeUV of Whe commXniW\,
VhifWed Whe conıdence Wo be oXW aV a TXeeU peUVon and moYe WhUoXgh
XUban Vpace.22 ThiV VenVe of YiVibiliW\ and commXniW\ highlighWed Whe
impoUWance of a TXeeU peUVonŖV pUeVence on Whe VWUeeW bXilW on WheiU

22 Tara Burk, ƈLet the Record Show: Mapping Queer Art and Activism in New York City, 1986-1995,Ɖ CUNY
Academic WSVkW, 2015, p. 19.

21 The StoneWall Inn was a bar located in Christopher Street commonly visited by drag queens. The
owners of the bar bribed policemen to look the other way. The Stonewall Riot was sparked in 1969 as
a ƻght back from the queer clientel during one of the occasional raids that happened despite the
bribes.

20 Dominique Jackson,  ƈDominique Jacksonƅs Story.Ɖ

19 HecWoU XWUaYagan]a, b\ ChanWal RegnaXlW, VRJXLQJ DQG WKH EDOOURRP VFHQH RI NHZ <RUN CLW\ 1989-92
(2011), p. 30.

18 Muhammad Omni, by Chantal Regnault, VSgYiRg aRd Xhe ballVSSm WceRe Sf Ne[ YSVk CiX] 1989-92
(2011), p. 141.
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deıance of VocieWal noUmV and VhifWV Whe main goal of SDVLQJ23 inWo one of
claiming.

IneYiWabl\, WheUe ZaV VimXlWaneoXVl\ a VhifW in Whe behaYioU of Tpoc
in oWheU XUban elemenWV, moVW noWoUioXVl\ in paUkV. The hoXVing
condiWionV of dUag TXeenV, VimilaU Wo Whe UegXlaU ZoUking claVV, conViVWed
of nXmeUoXV people liYing in Vmall, cUamped apaUWmenWV. AV a UeVXlW, Whe\
WXUned Wo paUkV foU mXch of WheiU Vocial acWiYiWieV. AV an e[ample, big
famil\ UeXnionV in Whe foUm of picnicV ZeUe oUgani]ed peUiodicall\ b\ Whe
diĳeUenW KRXVHV. EYen WhoXgh Whe main acWiYiW\ of Whe pUeYioXV decadeV
eVWabliVhed FUXLVLQJ aV pUedominanW in WheVe open VpaceV. GUadXall\,
placeV like Whe HXdVon RiYeU ZaWeUfUonW VhifWed fUom a cenWeU foU
clandeVWine encoXnWeUV inWo a place foU bXilding connecWionV, paUWicXlaUl\
ZiWhin Whe ballUoom commXniW\. MXhannad Omni, UecallV in hiV inWeUYieZ
ZiWh ChanWal RegnaXlW hoZ he ZaV dancing in Whe VWUeeWV and in clXbV,
paUWicXlaUl\ one of hiV eaUlieVW Weenage memoUieV iV one of him Vpending
Wime ZiWh hiV fUiendV aW Whe pieUV impeUVonaWing hiV dUag heUoeV.24

24 Omni, by Chantal Regnault, VSgYiRg aRd Xhe ballVSSm WceRe, p. 138.

23 The WeUm SDVVLQJ iV XVed Wo e[pUeVV Whe idea of looking and acWing Veemingl\ like a ciVgendeU Zoman.
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Fig.4. HoXVe of LaBeija aW CenWUal PaUk. ChanWal RegnaXlW, ŗHoXVe of LaBeija,Ř 1989, in VRJXLQJ DQG WKH
EDOOURRP VFHQH RI NHZ <RUN CLW\ 1989-92 (2011), p.150.

AW Whe beginning of Whe 20Wh cenWXU\ Whe pieUV on Whe ZeVW Vide of
ManhaWWan, cXUUenWl\ knoZn aV Whe HXdVon RiYeU PaUk, ZeUe a hecWic and
liYel\ poUW. In Whe ıUVW half of Whe cenWXU\, Whe pieUV became a famoXV
place foU FUXLVLQJ dXe Wo Whe conWinXoXV and dail\ ĲoZ of Veamen.
HoZeYeU, b\ Whe Vecond half of Whe cenWXU\, Whe VhifW Wo aYiaU\ WUanVpoUW of
people and goodV UendeUed Whe ZaWeUfUonW obVoleWe and Whe pieUV ZeUe
abandoned b\ Whe poUW aXWhoUiWieV. IneYiWabl\, WhiV UeinfoUced Whe idenWiW\
of Whe pieUV aV a TXeeU Vpace, Zhich can be deıned fXndamenWall\ aV a
Vpace in Whe pUoceVV of liWeUall\ Waking place WhUoXgh claiming WeUUiWoU\.25 In
Whe 1960V ga\ men began appUopUiaWing WhiV Vpace b\ WXUning Whe pieUV
inWo popXlaU placeV foU nXde VXnbaWhing. Then in Whe 1970V mXUalV and
aUW emeUge alongVide Whe ZaWeUfUonW and Whe pieUV become a Vafe haYen
foU Whe TXeeU commXniW\. The ballUoom commXniW\ ZaV noW e[clXded
fUom Whe XVe of Whe pieUV. VogXing appeaUed in Whe 1980V aV a Za\ of

25 ChUiVWopheU Reed, ŗImminenW Domain: QXeeU Space in Whe BXilW EnYiUonmenW,Ř AUW JoXUnal Vol. 55, No. 4
(1996), 64.
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baWWling WhUoXgh dance Zhile baVing Whe moYemenW on poVeV familiaU Wo
Whe oneV in YogXe maga]ine. The VpiUiW of Whe pUacWice iV Wo be Veen and Wo
VWand oXW fUom Whe cUoZd. WiWh Whe appeaUance of YogXing paUkV aUe Whe
place Wo pUacWice and haYe dance baWWleV. The\ ZeUe YiVible in paUkV
befoUe Whe\ ZeUe popXlaUi]ed in Whe cXbV.

Fig.5. PhoWogUaph of MoUWon SWUeeWŖV PieU no.46 VhoZing hoZ afWeU Whe pieUV ZeUe no longeU XVed aV a
heaYil\ WUanViWed poUW, Whe\ ZeUe almoVW e[clXViYel\ a TXeeU Vpace. LeonaUd Fink, ŗPieU 46,Ř 1971. The
LeVbian, Ga\, BiVe[Xal, and TUanVgendeU ComXniW\ CenWeUŖV AUchiYe, acceVVed FebUXaU\ 18, 2022,
hWWpV://ga\cenWeU.oUg/aUchiYeV
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ConclXsions

ThUoXghoXW Whe WZenWieWh cenWXU\, Whe NoUWh AmeUican media
conVWUXcWed a naUUaWiYe WhaW noW onl\ linked TXeeU ciWi]enV Wo YLFH bXW eYen
ZenW aV faU aV Wo poUWUa\ Whem aV one of Whe main WhUeaWV Wo Whe inWegUiW\
of WheiU VocieW\. PaUWicXlaUl\ dXUing WoUld WaU I, neZVpapeUV and
conVeUYaWiYe oUgani]aWionV in NeZ YoUk CiW\ campaigned againVW Whe
YiVibiliW\ of Whe TXeeU commXniW\. The diVcoXUVe claimed WhaW Whe
pUeVence of homoVe[Xal behaYioU in Whe ciW\ ZoXld coUUXpW Whe nXmeUoXV
VoldieUV WhaW docked dail\ foU VhoUW peUiodV of Wime and WhXV deVWUo\ Whe
liYeV of coXnWleVV Zomen and childUen aV Whe\ ZoXld caUU\ WheVe
degeneUaWe pUacWiceV back home. AV a UeVXlW, Whe YiliıcaWion of Whe
commXniW\ pla\ed an impoUWanW paUW in Whe implemenWaWion of Whe
PUohibiWionV laZV in 1919. The neZ policieV VXcceVVfXll\ VXppUeVVed Whe
YiVibiliW\ of Whe TXeeU ciWi]enV on Whe VWUeeWV bXW failed Wo baniVh Whem fUom
pXblic Vpace. FoU Whe ne[W ıYe decadeV, Whe neZ laZV cleaUl\ cUiminali]ed
an\ diVpla\ of homoVe[Xal behaYioUV and inadYeUWenWl\ eVWabliVhed a
collecWiYe XndeUVWanding WhaW ga\ life coXld e[iVW aV long aV iW ZaV done
pUiYaWel\.

ConVeTXenWl\, dXUing Whe ıUVW half of Whe WZenWieWh cenWXU\, neZ
eVWabliVhmenWV and XUban infUaVWUXcWXUeV deYeloped Wo VXppoUW Whe
bloVVoming of ga\ cXlWXUe aV an XndeUgUoXnd V\VWem. Ga\ men
challenged Whe boXndaUieV and Whe meUe deıniWion of pXblic and pUiYaWe
Vpace. DXUing Whe da\, pXblic VpaceV VXch aV paUkV, VWeam UoomV, and
UeVWUoom faciliWieV ZeUe XVed foU WUadiWionall\ pUiYaWe acWiYiWieV VXch aV
cUXiVing and a YaUieW\ of Ve[Xal encoXnWeUV. DXUing Whe nighW, pUiYaWe
faciliWieV VXch aV baUV, UeVWaXUanWV, VpeakeaVieV, and paUWicXlaUl\ Whe
HaUlem ballV, pUoYided Vafe VpaceV foU encoXnWeUV and Whe deYelopmenW
of collecWiYe pXblic life. QXeeU life in NeZ YoUk ZaV eVVenWiall\ a conVWanW
UoXWine of ınding placeV WhaW oĳeUed an eVcape fUom Whe dail\ UoXWine of
hiding WheiU TXeeUneVV on Whe VWUeeWV. HoZeYeU, addiWional la\eUV of
idenWiW\ highlighWed VWaUk diĳeUenceV in hoZ TXeeU ciWi]enV e[peUienced
ManhaWWan. The inWUicacieV of inWeUVecWionaliW\ cUeaWed a conWUaVWing UealiW\
foU people of coloU. On one hand, Xnlike ZhiWe ga\ ciVgendeU ciWi]enV,
black WUanVgendeU people coXld noW eaVil\ paVV aV VWUaighW. ThXV, foU
Whem, Whe meUe acW of Zalking doZn Whe VWUeeW ZaV an acW of bUaYeU\ and
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UeViVWance. On Whe oWheU hand, Whe\ ZeUe noW onl\ peUVecXWed in pXblic
VpaceV bXW alVo diVcUiminaWed againVW ZiWhin WheiU oZn LGBTQ
commXniW\.

The HaUlem ballV, Xp XnWil Whe 1970V, Zelcomed TXeenV of coloU
bXW held Whem Xp Wo a ZhiWe TXeen VWandaUd. The Wipping poinW foU Whe
commXniW\ came in Whe Vecond half of Whe WZenWieWh cenWXU\. TUanVgendeU
people, fUXVWUaWed ZiWh haYing Wo ZKLWHQ XS WheiU faceV and Whe Vlim
chanceV of being VelecWed aV ZinneUV, VWaUWed hoVWing WheiU oZn ballV. AV
a UeVXlW, Whe\ cUeaWed WheiU VWUXcWXUeV of kinVhip and deYeloped ZhaW Ze
cXUUenWl\ knoZ aV dUag ballUoom. The TXeeU VXbcXlWXUe maWXUed Xpon Whe
fUameZoUk VeW in place pUimaUil\ b\ ZhiWe ciVgendeU people beWZeen Whe
1920V and 1960V. The pUacWice of cUXiVing had oUiginall\ deıned NYCŖV
paUkV aV TXeeU VpaceV. NoneWheleVV, Whe dUag commXniW\ diYeUViıed Whe
pUimaU\ XVeV of WhoVe Vame XUban elemenWV Xpon Whe VeW foXndaWion of
Vpeciıc behaYioUV, langXageV, and codeV.

TUanVgendeU Zomen of coloU faced challengeV WhaW ZeUe noW
e[clXViYe Wo pXblic VpaceV. TUanV WeenageUV ZeUe WhUoZn oXW of WheiU
homeV b\ WheiU paUenWV aV a UeVXlW of Whe conWinXoXV Vocial VWigmaWi]aWion
and Whe Vocial UejecWion UeinfoUced b\ Whe collecWiYe diVcoXUVe. Man\ of
Whem moYed Wo NeZ YoUk ZiWhoXW a plan oU a place Wo VWa\. FoU WhaW
UeaVon, Whe abUXpW homeleVVneVV VpUXng Xpon Whem incUeaVed WheiU
YXlneUabiliW\ Wo incXU in Whe pUacWiceV of pUoVWiWXWion and bXUglaU\. EUgo,
peUpeWXaWing Whe VWeUeoW\peV poUWUa\ed b\ Whe media and UeinfoUcing Whe
YXlneUabiliW\ and diVcUiminaWion againVW WhiV paUWicXlaU gUoXp of people.
SXbVeTXenWl\, Whe caWegoUi]aWion of pXblic and pUiYaWe VpaceV iV
challenged. TheUeb\ neZ XnoĴcial ]oniıcaWionV aUe cUeaWed Zhile linking
Uace, Ve[Xal oUienWaWion, and gendeU idenWiW\ Wo Whe XUban fabUic and
infUaVWUXcWXUeV of Whe ciW\. Speciıc paUkV acTXiUe a Vafe haYen VWaWXV foU
Whe \oXWh of coloU, Whe pieUV become aUW VWUeeW galleUieV and ZoUking hoW
VpoWV foU Ve[ ZoUkeUV, and Whe pUominenWl\ ga\ neighboUhoodV, VXch aV
The Village and HaUlem, oĳeU modeUaWel\ Vafe VWUeeW life foU TXeeU ciWi]enV.
The ballUoom commXniW\, in paUWicXlaU, UelieV laUgel\ on WheVe VpaceV aV
Whe\ conYeUW inWo an e[WenVion of WheiU homeV boWh ıgXUaWiYel\ and
liWeUall\.
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The paUadigm VhifW in Whe XVe of pXblic Vpace, WhaW UeVXlWed fUom
Whe cUeaWion of dUag ballUoom, highlighWV Whe XndeUl\ing paUado[ical
TXaliWieV WhaW chaUacWeUi]ed Whe TXeeU XUban e[peUience all WhUoXghoXW Whe
WZenWieWh cenWXU\. FiUVW, a conVWanW conWUadicWion beWZeen poliWical
peUVecXWion fUom Whe goYeUnmenW againVW Whe eVWabliVhmenWV WhaW
Zelcomed Whem b\ looking Whe oWheU Za\. Then Whe conWUaYenWion of hoZ
Zide open VpaceV VXch aV paUkV ZeUe XVed foU highl\ inWimaWe Ve[Xal
pUacWiceV. And ınall\, Whe dXaliVm of hoZ WUanVgendeU ciWi]enV enjo\ed
Whe VecUec\ and pUiYac\ of Whe ballV Wo cUeaWe a commXniW\ on WheiU WeUmV
bXW When Uelied on pXblic Vpace foU Whe deYelopmenW, and gUoZWh of WhaW
Vame commXniW\. FXUWheUmoUe, IW ZaV WhUoXgh Whe appUopUiaWion of pXblic
Vpace and Whe UeViVWance Wo conWinXe being VZepW XndeU Whe UXg, WhaW Whe
LGBTQ moYemenW ZaV boUn and deYeloped. ThXV coUUoboUaWing Whe
hiVWoUical YalXe of docXmenWing and leaUning aboXW WhiV commXniW\ŖV
hiVWoU\.
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