
identity
in crisis

urban م�ة �زْ
�ة�أَ الهُوِ�يَّ

العمرانية REDEFINING VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE IN  CAIRO

M
Sc. Architecture | Faculty of Architecture and the Built Environm

ent | D
elft U

niversity of Technology
Exp lore  Lab  2023-2024Nada Ibrah im Abou Bakr  Gemie i  

Su
za

na
 M

ili
no

vi
ć,

 G
eo

rg
io

s 
Ka

rv
el

as
, J

oh
n 

H
an

na

an investigation into Cairo’s built 
environment, public space and 
spatial practices
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POPULATION DENSITY + LIMITED SPACE
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THE NEW ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL: EXPECTATIONS VS. REALITY
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02  JANUARY 2015

“ The new capital  ..  big aspirations from limited resources ”

One of the earliest articles released by Al-Ahram on Januray 2,  2015, two 
months prior to the official announcement of the capital later in March.

15  MARCH 2015

Al-Ahram front page, March 15, 2015 announcing the new capital project.

“ Big Deal Day
$45 Billion for the establishment of 

the New Administrative Capital ” 
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26  AUGUST 20221 1  OCTOBER 2017

Interview with Head of the New Administrative Capital Authority and a tour of 
the Ministry of Housing projects in the New Capital, focusing on residential 
clusters.

A documentary film about the planning of the New Administrative Capital, 
promoting the narrative of congestion, population load on Cairo leading and 
the vast vacant land that Egypt has,to the planning of the NAC.
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LOSS OF IDENTITY IN THE SEARCH FOR MODERNITY
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[How] can ‘vernacular architecture’ be redefined to reflect and regenerate the 

built environment and spatial practices of Cairo and its future urban development?

RESEARCH QUESTION
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METHODOLOFICAL  FRAMEWORK

THE VERNACULAR

GROUNDED THEORY

questioning, problematizing and redefining vernacular architecture
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PROFESSOR +  ARCHIECTURE CRIT ICPROFESSOR +  ARCHITECTARCHITECT  +  URBAN PLANNER +  RESEARCHER URBANIST  +  RESEARCHER HERITAGE +  CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT

LOCAL  D IALOGUES
INTERV IEWS
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VERNACULAR
/              /

COUNTABLE NOUN

 The vernacular is the language or dialect that is most widely  
 spoken by ordinary people in a region or country.
 
 Synonyms: speech, jargon, idiom, parlance

ADJECTIVE [ADJECTIVE noun]

 Vernacular architecture is the style of architecture in which  
 ordinary people ’s houses are built in a particular region.
 
 Synonyms: colloquial, popular, informal, local

AGENCY

PARTICIPATORY

PUBLIC SPACE

BOTTOM-UP

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

SPACE

PLACEMAKING

PATTERN LANGUAGE

GRASSROOTS

PLACE

PATTERN

FORM LANGUAGE

SPATIAL PRACTICES

STYLE

TOP-DOWN

TRADITION

ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE 

ARAB MODERNISM

INFORMALITY

CRITICAL REGIONALISM

AL-NAHDAH

ORIENTALISM

POPULISM

VERNACULAR

VERNACULAR GLOSSARY
L ITERATURE REV IEW
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العمارة العامية

العمارة التقليدية 

العمارة البيئية

العمارة التلقائية 

العمارة الشعبية

العمارة الدارجة

COMMON ARCHITECTURE   AS  PER GOOGLE TRANSLATE ,  MORE APPROPRIATE  FOR LANGUAGE THAN FOR ARCHITECTURE

TRADIT IONAL ARCHITECTURE L INKED TO A  MOMENT IN  T IME ,  TAKES AWAY FROM THE DEPTH

CONTEXTUAL ARCHITECTURE MAY BE MISTRANSLATED TO ENV IRONMENTAL  ARCHITECTURE

SPONTANEOUS ARCHITECTURE ENCOMPASSES INTU IT IVE  PROCESS,  MAKES IT  SEEM HAPHAZARD AND UNPLANNED

POPULAR ARCHITECTURE  L INKED TO PEOPLE ,  NOT A  T IME OR PLACE ,  S ITUAT IONAL ,  TRAP OF  POPUL ISM

VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE AS  PER HOSSAM MAHDY ’S  GLOSSARY OF  ARABIC  TERMS FOR THE CONSERVAT ION OF HER ITAGE ,  NOT COMMONLY USED

VERNACULAR

LANGUAGE
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DESERT C IT IESURBAN CORE

URBAN CORE DESERT C IT IES

NEW CA IRODOWNTOWN CA IRO

ISLAMIC  CA IRO

HEL IOPOL IS  & NASR C ITY

4

5

1

2

3

NEW ADMIN ISTRAT IVE  CAPITAL

GREATER CAIROURBAN CONTEXT
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DOWNTOWN CA IRO ISLAMIC  CA IRO HEL IOPOL IS  & NASR C ITY

URBAN CORE

NEW CA IRO NEW ADMIN ISTRAT IVE  CAPITAL

DESERT C IT IES

URBAN NARRATIVE
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URBAN NARRATIVE
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PATTERN LANGUAGE
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SPATIAL  PRACTICES
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USER NARRATIVES

GRADUAT ION STUDIO |  EXPLORELAB URBAN IDENT ITY  IN  CR IS IS  |  REDEF IN ING VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE IN  CA IRO



VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES
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R E A C T I O N S

design

design vs. appropriation

vernacular spatial practices as design tool

R E A C T I O N S

research

rooted culture of how people 
inhabit and appropriate dictated space
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COUNTER-PROGRAMDESIGN GUIDELINES SITE SELECTION OPERATION DESIGN PROCESS
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ALLOW FOR MULTIPLICITY

INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH

TRANSFORM OVER TIME

ENSURE EYES ON THE STREETACCOMMODATE DIVERSE USER GROUPS

SUPPORT SPILLOVERINFRASTRUCTURE FOR APPROPRIATION FACILITATE INTERACTIONS

ENSURE MIXED-USE TYPOLOGYPRIORITIZE PUBLIC SPACE

REIMAGINE ELEMENTS IN SPACE

INCREMENTAL PROCESS

UTILIZE LOCAL RESOURCES

ENCOURAGE SENSE OF OWNERSHIP

CONNECT TO ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE

URBAN INTERIORITY

DESIGN GUIDELINES
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CULTURAL SPACE EVENT SPACE PLAYSPACE

HISTORY - ART - THEATER - LITERATURE GATHERING - AMPHITHEATER - COMMUNAL EATING URBAN ELEMENTS - COURTS PEDESTRIAN - BICYCLE - GREEN POCKETSPERMANENT - TEMPORARY - MOBILE

MARKETPLACE PUBLIC SPACE

COUNTER PROGRAM
DYNAMIC SPACES AND EVENTS
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DESERT C IT IES

URBAN CORE

NILE  R IVER

PEDESTR IAN

MIXED-USE

EYES ON 
STREET

HISTORIC

OPENENDED

PUBLIC

PLATFORM

INCREMENTAL

CONNECTOR

INTERDISCIPL INARY
CAR DEPENDANT

SENSE OF  SCALE

ZONING

ICONIC

R ING ROAD

AL-AWSATY  ROAD REGIONAL R ING ROAD

URBAN APPROACH
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CITY CENTER

DOWNTOWN CAIRO NEW CAIRO

CITY IN TRANSITITION

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL

CITY IN EMERGENCE

URBAN APPROACH
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6TH OF OCTOBER CITY

SHEIKH ZAYED CITY

ZAMALEK

SHOBRA

ISLAMIC CAIRO

DONWTOWN 
CAIRO

IMBABAH

BASHTIL

NASR CITY

NEW CAIRO

AL REHAB CITY

MASR ALGADIDA

ALSHOROUK CITY BADR CITY

ALOBOUR CITY

10TH OF RAMADAN
CITY

MUQATTAM CITY
NEW 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
CAPITAL

MAADI

AL FUSTATGIZA

MOHANDESSIN

HELWAN

15TH OF MAY CITY

CAIRO 
INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT
MADINATY

10 KM

CITY CENTER

DOWNTOWN CAIRO
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DOWNTOWN CAIRO ISLAMIC CAIRO
6TH OCTOBER BRIDGE SALAH SALEM ROADAL AZHAR TUNNEL

TAHRIR SQUARE

TAHRIR 
PALACE

CHAMPILION 
PALACE

GOVERNMENT 
BUILDING

MINISTRY OF 
SOCIAL SOLIDARITY

HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES

MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

MINISTRY OF 
JUSTICE

CITY 
COURTHOUSE

MINISTRY OF HEALTH 
AND POPULATION

MINISTRY OF 
FINANCE

EGYPTIAN MUSEUM

TALAAT HARB SQUARE

MASPERO TRIANGLE

ABDEEN PALACE

MUSEUM OF ISLAMIC ART

OPERA SQUARE

NATIONAL THEATER

AZHAR PARK

AZHAR MOSQUE

AL-HAKIM 
MOSQUE

AL-MOEZ STREET

AL-ZAHIR BAYBARS MOSQUE

CITY OF THE DEAD

SITE LOCATION

1 KM

CITY CENTER

DOWNTOWN CAIRO
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OPERA 
SQUARE

SUNDAY
10:00 AM

SUNDAY
10:00 AM

MARKET REPLACED 
WITH PARKING

MARKET IS 
DISMANTLED 
EVERY WEEK

LOW TRAFFIC
DOWNTOWN IS 

SLOW ON SUNDAYS

STREET REOPEN 
FOR VEHICLES

CONTINENTAL 
HOTEL REOPENING

SITE LOCATION

FUTURE 
SCENARIO

FRIDAY
10:00 PM

FRIDAY
10:00 PM

CITY CENTER

DOWNTOWN CAIRO
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EL MOSHEER TANTAWY AXIS S 90 STREET

RING ROAD MIDDLE RING ROAD

MAADI

MUQATTAM CITY

NASR CITY

AL REHAB CITY

NEW 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

CAPITAL

KATAMEYA 
HEIGHTS

THIRD 
SETTLEMENT

FIRST 
SETTLEMENT

WEST GOLF

ARABELLA

THE AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY IN 

CAIRO

SODIC 
EAST TOWN

WESTIN HOTEL
KATAMEYA DUNES

EMAAR
MIVIDA

HYDE PARK

SODIC
VILETTE

PALM HILLS

ALFATTAH 
ALALIM 

MOSQUE

NORTH
GATE

SOUTH
GATE

THE GERMAN 
UNIVERSITY IN 

CAIRO

CAIRO FESTIVAL 
CITY

POLICE
ACADEMY

SWAN LAKE

SWAN LAKE
RESIDENCE

JW MARRIOT
HOTEL

GARDENIA CITY

TAJ CITY

LAKE VIEW

WATERWAY

HASSAN 
ALSHARBATLY 

MOSQUE

FATEMA 
ALSHARBATLY 

MOSQUE

SITE LOCATION

5 KM

NEW CAIRO
CITY IN TRANSITITION
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SITE LOCATION

MONORAIL STATION

PLOT DEVELOPMENT
REMOVAL OF BUS STOP

INCREASED PARKING DUE 
TO INCREASED DEMAND

INCREASED PARKING DUE 
TO INCREASED DEMAND 

FROM MONORAIL

INCREASED PARKING DUE 
TO INCREASED DEMAND 

FROM MONORAIL

NATIONAL  HOLIDAY
8:00 AM

FRIDAY
10:00 PM

FUTURE
SCENARIO

FUTURE
SCENARIO

NEW CAIRO
CITY IN TRANSITITION
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5 KM

SITE LOCATION
NEW CAIRO

MADINATY

ALFATTAH 
ALALIM 

MOSQUE

NORTH
GATE

R1

R4

R2

R5

R3

R6

SOUTH
GATE

CATHEDRAL OF THE 
NATIVITY OF CHRIST

PEOPLE’S 
SQUARE

PEOPLE’S 
PARK

PRESIDENTIAL 
PALACE

GOVERNANCE 
DISTRICT

MINISTRIES 
DISTRICT

FINANCIAL 
DISTRICTBUSINESS 

DISTRICT

ARTS & CULTURE 
CITY

CENTRAL 
BUS STATION

KNOWLEDGE 
CITY

ICONIC 
TOWER

GREEN RIVER 
PARK

MIDDLE RING ROAD REGIONAL RING ROAD

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL
CITY IN EMERGENCE
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SITE LOCATION

MONORAIL
STATION

MONDAY
5:00 AM

FUTURE
SCENARIO

FUTURE
SCENARIO

COMMERCIAL 
HEADQUARTERS

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

RETAIL & COMMERCIAL 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

INCREASED 
PARKING 
DEMANDS

TRUCKS 
ON THE ROAD

INCREASED 
PARKING 
DEMANDS

MONORAIL

FRIDAY
10:00 PM

NEW ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL
CITY IN EMERGENCE
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EXPERIMENTALINCREMENTAL

THE FORUM

THE ESSENCE OF THE VERNACULAR
architecture of incompleteness and appropriation
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1 2 3

INCREMENTAL PROCESS

GRADUAT ION STUDIO |  EXPLORELAB URBAN IDENT ITY  IN  CR IS IS  |  REDEF IN ING VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE IN  CA IRO



MARKETPLACE

PUBLIC SPACE

EVENT SPACE

CULTURAL SPACE

PLAYSPACE

EXPERIMENTAL PROCESS
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ALLOW FOR MULTIPLICITY

INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH

TRANSFORM OVER TIME

ENSURE EYES ON THE STREET

SUPPORT SPILLOVER

INFRASTRUCTURE FOR APPROPRIATION

FACILITATE INTERACTIONS

ENSURE MIXED-USE TYPOLOGY

PRIORITIZE PUBLIC SPACE

REIMAGINE ELEMENTS IN SPACE

INCREMENTAL PROCESS

UTILIZE LOCAL RESOURCES

ENCOURAGE SENSE OF OWNERSHIP

CONNECT TO ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATEURBAN INTERIORITY

ACCOMMODATE DIVERSE USER GROUPS

EXPERIMENTAL PROCESS
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ALLOW FOR MULTIPLICITY

INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH

TRANSFORM OVER TIME

ENSURE EYES ON THE STREET

ENSURE MIXED-USE TYPOLOGY

PRIORITIZE PUBLIC SPACEREIMAGINE ELEMENTS IN SPACE

UTILIZE LOCAL RESOURCES

ENCOURAGE SENSE OF OWNERSHIPURBAN INTERIORITY

ACCOMMODATE DIVERSE USER GROUPS

FACILITATE INTERACTIONS

CONNECT TO ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE

INFRASTRUCTURE FOR APPROPRIATION

SUPPORT SPILLOVER

INCREMENTAL PROCESS

EXPERIMENTAL PROCESS
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EXPERIMENTAL PROCESS
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DESIGN PROCESS
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DESIGN PROCESS

GRADUAT ION STUDIO |  EXPLORELAB URBAN IDENT ITY  IN  CR IS IS  |  REDEF IN ING VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE IN  CA IRO



DESIGN PROCESS
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CONTINENTAL HOTEL
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AZBAKEYAH GARDEN
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THE FORUM

a process of testing the vernacular spatial 
practice

questioning the role of the architect in 
drawing the line between design and 

appropriation

DESIGN PROCESS
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DESIGN PROCESS
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THE PLATFORMTHE MODULE

elevated platform providing public 
space and connecting the city

adaptable space for diverse uses 
based on user’s needs

DESIGN PROCESS
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN +0 .00
LOW OCCUPANCY
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN +0 .00
HIGH OCCUPANCY
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PLATFORM FLOOR PLAN +6 .00
LOW OCCUPANCY
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PLATFORM FLOOR PLAN +6 .00
HIGH OCCUPANCY

GRADUAT ION STUDIO |  EXPLORELAB URBAN IDENT ITY  IN  CR IS IS  |  REDEF IN ING VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE IN  CA IRO



LONGITUDINAL  SECTION

METROL INE
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HOTEL  ELEVATION

METROL INE
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FLOOR FINISH AND RAILING

PLATFORM STRUCTURE

MODULE ARCHITECTURE

WOOD COLUMNS
BRICK WALLS

CONCRETE COLUMNS & FLATSLAB
EARTH ROOF INFILL

AMPHITHEATER
PLANTER BOXES

WOOD STRUCTURE
MAIN BEAMS

SECONDARY BEAMS
HORIZONTAL FLOOR SUPPORTS

VERTICAL RAILING SUPPORTS
LONG SPAN TRUSS

WOOD FLOORING
WOOD CLADDING

GROUND LEVEL

BUILDING PROCESS
LAYERS
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BUILDING PROCESS
HOTEL  RECONSTRUCT ION & STREET  REACT IVAT ION
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BUILDING PROCESS
PARK EXTENSION & SPILLOVER
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BUILDING PROCESS
MODULES PHASE 01 :  COMPLETE
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BUILDING PROCESS
MODULES PHASE 02 :  COMPLETE
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BUILDING PROCESS
MODULES PHASE 03 :  COMPLETE
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BUILDING PROCESS
PLATFORM PHASE 01 :  STRUCTURE
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BUILDING PROCESS
PLATFORM PHASE 01 :  COMPLETE
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BUILDING PROCESS
PLATFORM PHASE 02 :  STRUCTURE
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BUILDING PROCESS
PLATFORM PHASE 02 :  COMPLETE
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BUILDING PROCESS
PARK EXTENSION & SPILLOVER
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BUILDING PROCESS
PLATFORM AS CONNECTOR
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BUILDING PROCESS
PLATFORM AS CONNECTOR
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BUILDING PROCESS
MODULES AS  INF ILL
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BUILDING PROCESS
EXTENSIONS TO THE PLATFORM
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PLATFORM TYPICAL  STRUCTURAL SECT ION

WOOD RAIL

WOOD FLOOR STRUCTURE & FINISHES

WOOD FLOOR STRUCTURE & FINISHES

MODULE STRCUTURE

WOOD STRUCTURE

GROUND FLOOR STRUCTURE

WOOD CLADDING 12*200 CM

WOOD PLANKS 12*300 CM

WOOD PLANKS 12*300 CM

TRIPPLE BRICK WALL 12*24 CM

WOOD COLUMNS 30*30 CM

CAST IN PLACE REINFORCED CONCRETE SLAB 30 CM
WATER PROOFING MEMBRANE 2 CM

CAST IN PLACE PLAIN CONCRETE SLAB ON GRADE 30 CM
COLUMN FOUNDATION 30*100*100 CM

FLOORING SUPPORTS 4*4 CM

FLOORING SUPPORTS 4*4 CM

REINFORCED CONCRETE SLAB 30 CM

HORIZONTAL SECONDARY SUPPORTS 4*4 CM

DOUBLE SECONDARY BEAMS 8*20 CM

DOUBLE SECONDARY BEAMS 8*20 CM

WOOD SUPPORT BEAMS 12*30 CM

VERTICAL JOISTS 4*4 CM

DOUBLE MAIN BEAMS 8*30 CM

DOUBLE MAIN BEAMS 8*30 CM

CONSTRUCTION DETAIL
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PRODUCTION OF OXYGEN
IMPROVING AIR QUALITY

O2 CO2

PLATFORM WITH TREE PLANTER

WOOD RAIL

WOOD FLOOR STRUCTURE & FINISHES

WOOD STRUCTURE

WOOD CLADDING 12*200 CM

WOOD PLANKS 12*300 CM

WOOD COLUMNS 30*30 CM

FLOORING SUPPORTS 4*4 CM

HORIZONTAL SECONDARY SUPPORTS 4*4 CM

DOUBLE SECONDARY BEAMS 8*20 CM

VERTICAL JOISTS 4*4 CM
SEATING BENCH

DOUBLE MAIN BEAMS 8*30 CM

GROUND FLOOR STRUCTURE

WATER PROOFING MEMBRANE 2 CM
CAST IN PLACE PLAIN CONCRETE SLAB ON GRADE 30 CM

COLUMN FOOTING 30*100*100 CM

CAST IN PLACE REINFORCED CONCRETE SLAB 30 CM

CONSTRUCTION DETAIL
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PRODUCTION OF OXYGEN

WIND CATCHER

IMPROVING AIR QUALITY

ENHANCES FLOW OF AIR BELOW THE BRIDGE

O2 CO2

PLATFORM WITH GREEN POCKET

WOOD RAIL

WOOD FLOOR STRUCTURE & FINISHES

WOOD STRUCTURE

WOOD CLADDING 12*200 CM

WOOD PLANKS 12*300 CM

WOOD COLUMNS 30*30 CM

WATER PROOFING MEMBRANE 2 CM
CAST IN PLACE PLAIN CONCRETE SLAB ON GRADE 30 CM

DRAINAGE OUTLET CONNECTING TO INFRASTRUCTURE

FLOORING SUPPORTS 4*4 CM

HORIZONTAL SECONDARY SUPPORTS 4*4 CM

DOUBLE SECONDARY BEAMS 8*20 CM

VERTICAL JOISTS 4*4 CM
SEATING BENCH

DOUBLE MAIN BEAMS 8*30 CM

CAST IN PLACE REINFORCED CONCRETE SLAB 30 CM
SLOPE FOR DRAINAGE

GROUND FLOOR STRUCTURE

CONSTRUCTION DETAIL
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EVAPORATIVE COOLING
REDUCING SURROUNDING TEMP.

PLATFORM WITH WATER FOUNTA IN

WOOD RAIL

WOOD FLOOR STRUCTURE & FINISHES

WOOD STRUCTURE

GROUND FLOOR STRUCTURE

WOOD CLADDING 12*200 CM

WOOD PLANKS 12*300 CM

WOOD COLUMNS 30*30 CM

WATER PROOFING MEMBRANE 2 CM
CAST IN PLACE PLAIN CONCRETE SLAB ON GRADE 30 CM

DRAINAGE OUTLET CONNECTING TO INFRASTRUCTURE

FLOORING SUPPORTS 4*4 CM

HORIZONTAL SECONDARY SUPPORTS 4*4 CM

DOUBLE SECONDARY BEAMS 8*20 CM

VERTICAL JOISTS 4*4 CM
SEATING BENCH

DOUBLE MAIN BEAMS 8*30 CM

CAST IN PLACE REINFORCED CONCRETE SLAB 30 CM
SLOPE FOR DRAINAGE

CONSTRUCTION DETAIL
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20 100 200 mm40

WOOD COLUMN 30X30 CM

WOOD CLADDING 12X160 CM

WOOD SECONDARY BEAM 10X20 CM

WOOD MAIN BEAM 10X30 CM

WOOD TIE BEAM 12X24 CM

FOLDING WOOD DOOR 

WITH EMBDED RAIN WATER DRAINAGE

REINFORCED CONCRETE 30CM
WATER RPOOFING MEMBARNE

PLAIN CONCRETE 30CM

EXPOSED BRICK 12X24X6 CM

CONCRETE COLUMN 30X30 CM

ROOF DRAINAGE PIPE

POLISHED CONCRETE FLOOR [TILES]

POLISHED CONCRETE FLOOR [TILES]

CONCRETE FLOOR

POLISHED CONCRETE FLOOR [CONTINUOUS]

BAZALT TILES

SEATING STONE TOP

SOIL PLANTER 150 CM

AS INSULATION TO IMPROVE INDOOR QUALITY
GRAVEL

DRAINAGE

BUILT IN BOOK SHELVES

LOOSE FURNITURE

BUILT IN BOOK SHELVES

MODULE MATER IAL  EXPRESSION

CONSTRUCTION DETAIL
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WITH EMBDED RAIN WATER DRAINAGE

REINFORCED CONCRETE 30CM
WATER RPOOFING MEMBARNE

PLAIN CONCRETE 30CM

POLISHED CONCRETE FLOOR [TILES]

CONCRETE FLOOR

SEATING STONE TOP

SOIL PLANTER 150 CM

TO IMPROVE AIR QUALITY

AS INSULATION TO IMPROVE INDOOR QUALITY

WOOD FLOORING 4X12X300 CM

STONE CAPING

LOCAL VEGETATION

HANGING BENCH

WOOD RAILING TOP 4X16 CM

DOUBLE BRICK WALL 24X24 CM

AS INSULATION TO IMPROVE INDOOR QUALITY

WOOD TIE BEAM 12X24 CM

WOOD COLUMN 30X30 CM

WOOD SECONDARY BEAM 10X20 CM

WOOD MAIN BEAM 10X30 CM

MODULE MATER IAL  EXPRESSION

CONSTRUCTION DETAIL
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20 100 200 mm40

WOOD WINDOW ARCHITRAVE 24X24 CM

WOOD TIE BEAM 24X24 CM

FOLDING WOOD DOOR

FOLDING WOOD DOOR

EXPOSED BRICK 12X24X6 CM

CONCRETE COLUMN 30X30 CM

POLISHED CONCRETE FLOOR [TILES]

POLISHED CONCRETE FLOOR [CONTINUOUS]

LOOSE FURNITURE

BUILT IN BOOK SHELVES

BAZALT TILES

WITH EMBDED RAIN WATER DRAINAGE

REINFORCED CONCRETE 30CM
WATER RPOOFING MEMBARNE

PLAIN CONCRETE 30CM

POLISHED CONCRETE FLOOR [TILES]

CONCRETE FLOOR

WOOD CLADDING 20X160 CM

LOCAL VEGETATION

WOOD SECONDARY BEAM 10X20 CM

WOOD MAIN BEAM 10X30 CM

BRICK TO WOOD FIXATION BEAM 10X30 CM

TO IMPROVE AIR QUALITY

MODULE MATER IAL  EXPRESSION

CONSTRUCTION DETAIL
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SEATING STONE TOP

WOOD CLADDING 12X160 CM

SOIL PLANTER 150 CM

DOUBLE BRICK WALL 24X24 CM

AS INSULATION TO IMPROVE INDOOR QUALITY

AS INSULATION TO IMPROVE INDOOR QUALITY

NATURAL VENTILATION TO IMPROVE INDOOR QUALITY

SLEF SHADING REDUCES TO IMPROVE INDOOR QUALITY

WOOD SECONDARY BEAM 10X20 CM

WOOD MAIN BEAM 10X30 CM

WOOD TIE BEAM 12X24 CM

ROTATED BRICK 12X24X6 CM

PERFORATED BRICK 12X24X6 CM

WOOD FLOORING 4X12X300 CM

STONE CAPING

LOCAL VEGETATION

HANGING BENCH

WOOD RAILING TOP 4X16 CM

GROUND FLOOR STRUCTURE

WATER PROOFING MEMBRANE 2 CM
PLAIN CONCRETE SLAB ON GRADE 30 CM

REINFORCED CONCRETE SLAB 30 CM

TO IMPROVE AIR QUALITY

MODULE MATER IAL  EXPRESSION

CONSTRUCTION DETAIL
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WALL AS  L IBRARY

WALL  AS  SEATING STREET  AS  SOCIAL  CORRIDOR

WALL  AS  EXPRESSION MIXED USE AS  D IVERSITY MIXED USE AS  EYES ON THE STREET TEMPORALITY  AS  MARKETPLACEMATERIAL ITY  AS  TEXTURE

SIDEWALK AS  BICYCLE  HUB

MODULARITY  AS  CONSTRUCTION

SIDEWALK AS  MARKETPLACE SIDEWALK AS  SEATINGSIDEWALK AS  SPILLOVER

SIDEWALK AS  PLACEMKAING SIDEWALK AS  STREET  VENDORS

WALL  AS  MARKETPLACE

FENCE AS  STREET  VENDORSFENCE AS  STREET  VENDORS

FENCE AS  TERRITORY STREET  AS  PLAYSPACE

STREET  AS  EVENTS

STREET  AS  COMMUNAL EATING STREET  AS  COMMUNAL EATING

TREE AS  PLACEMAKING BRIDGE AS  SHELTER

PARK AS  BREATHING SPACE

PARK AS  PLAYSPACE STREET  AS  EVENTS

TEMPORALITY  AS  EVENTS

PARK AS  GREEN ISLAND

WALL  AS  SPILLOVERWALL  AS  SPILLOVER

TEMPORALITY  AS  EVENTS
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BRIDGE AS  PLAYSPACE

BRIDGE AS  PLACEMAKING

ROOF AS  URBAN LANDSCAPE ROOF AS  URBAN GARDEN

MATERIAL ITY  AS  TEXTUREWALL  AS  SPILLOVER

BRIDGE AS  TRANSITBRIDGE AS  CONNECTOR BRIDGE AS  CONNECTOR

BRIDGE AS  V IEWPOINT

BRIDGE AS  V IEWPOINT

STREET  AS  PLAYSPACE

BALCONY AS  V IEWPOINT

FENCE AS  SEATING

STREET  AS  COMMUNAL EATING

STREET  AS  SOCIAL  CORRIDOR

TREE AS  PLACEMAKING BRIDGE AS  HUBMODULARITY  AS  MIXED USE

PARK AS  GREEN ISLAND

ROOF AS  STORAGE

BRIDGE AS  STREET  VENDORS

MODULARITY  AS  CONSTRUCTION

TEMPORALITY  AS  EVENTS
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VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES

MOMENTS OF  ARR IVAL
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VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES
MOMENTS OF  ARR IVAL
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APPROPRIAT ION OF PUBL IC  SPACE

VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES
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APPROPRIAT ION OF PUBL IC  SPACE

VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES
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APPROPRIAT ION OF PUBL IC  SPACE

VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES

GRADUAT ION STUDIO |  EXPLORELAB URBAN IDENT ITY  IN  CR IS IS  |  REDEF IN ING VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE IN  CA IRO



APPROPRIAT ION OF PUBL IC  SPACE

VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES
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APPROPRIAT ION OF PUBL IC  SPACE

VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES
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THRESHOLDS OF  TRANSIT ION

VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES
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APPROPRIAT ION OF PUBL IC  SPACE

VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES
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APPROPRIAT ION OF PUBL IC  SPACE

VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES
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NEW PERSPECT IVE  OF  PERCEPT ION

VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES
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MOMENTS OF  ARR IVAL

VERNACULAR AS  SPATIAL  PRACTICES
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SITE  SCALE

URBAN NARRATIVE
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NEIGHBORHOOD SCALE

URBAN NARRATIVE
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DN

DN

DN

DN

AL MOEZ STREET

MOGAMA’A TAHRIR

RAMSIS TRAIN STATION

DISTR ICT  SCALE

URBAN NARRATIVE
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AL-HOREYAH GARDEN
OPERA METRO STATION

CAIRO UNIVERSITY METRO STATION 
ORMAN GARDEN

GIZA ZOO

AL-AZBAKEYA GARDEN
ATABA METRO STATION

RESIDENTIAL PARK
MONORAIL STATION

THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO
MONORAIL STATION

AL-FATTAH AL-ALIM MOSQUE
NEW CAPITAL MONORAIL STATION

AL-AZHAR PARK
HISTORIC DISTRICT

DAR EL-SALAM METRO STATION

BASTHIL TRAIN STATION

MERRYLAND PARK

AL AHLY SPORTING CLUB
NASR CITY/HELIOPOLIS EDGE

CITY  SCALE

URBAN NARRATIVE
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identity
not in crisis

urban م�ة ْ �ز
�ةل� ل�أَ الهُوِ�يَّ

العمرانية
REDEFINED VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE IN  CAIRO

not
لا

REDEFINED

OPEN-ENDED POSSIBIL IT IES
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