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Stockholm City Library. Source: https://architecturetoday.co.uk Gunnar Asplund. Source: https://www.archdaily.com
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Location of the Stockholm City Library.
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Observatory Hill.



INTRODUCTION

6

Cover 2006 Brief. Cover 2014 Brief.
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1:25 SCALE MODEL

1:25 Scale Model of the South Hall.
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PRECEDENT PROJECTS

Asplund Precedents (Studio Work).

Villa Snellman Woodland Chapel Lister County Courthouse Skandia Cinema

Stockholm Exhibition Bredenberg Department Store Göteborg Law Courts Annex Woodland Crematorium
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PRECEDENT PROJECTS

Woodland Chapel (Group Work).



Approaching the Woodland Chapel.

PRECEDENT PROJECTS
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Movement
as a sequence of 

spaces

Gesamttkuntwerk 
architect in control of all 

aspects

Influence
of the Stockholm exhibition (modernism)

Domestic
detailsMinimal

use of 
ornaments

Outside space
as mediator between inside and 

outside

(A)symmetry
and the contrast between them

Contrast
between old and new, 

enclosed and open, 
exterior and interior

RECURRING THEMES IN ASPLUND’S WORK

PRECEDENT PROJECTS
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PRECEDENT PROJECTS

Contemporary Library Precedents.

Salle de Lecture, Bibliothèque Nationale de 
France, Henri Labrouste

Viipuri Library, Alvar Aalto National and University Library, Joze Plecnik Beinecke Library New Haven, SOM

Berlin Statsbibliothek, Hans Scharoun British Library, Colin St. John Wilson Exeter Library, Louis Kahn Seattle Public Library, OMA
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PRECEDENT PROJECTS

Seattle Central Library, OMA + LMN. Source: https://www.archdaily.com/11651/seattle-central-library-oma-lmn Stable and unstable program. Source: https://www.archdaily.com/11651/seattle-cen-
tral-library-oma-lmn
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TRIP TO STOCKHOLM

Sketch of the Library behind the Observatory Park.Rotonda of the Stockholm City Library.
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TRIP TO STOCKHOLM

Archival Photograph of the South Hall.
Source: www.alamy.com

1:25 Scale Model of the South Hall. The South Hall, September 2023. (Picture by Pelle 
Kuipers)



Source: 2012 Brief. Source: 2012 Brief.
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THE 1928 LIBRARY



Source: 2012 Brief. Source: 2012 Brief.
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THE 1928 LIBRARY
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POTENTIAL USERS OF THE LIBRARY
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CONTEMPORARY LIBRARY VISITS

LocHal, Tilburg. Predikherenklooster, Mechelen.
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LOCHAL, TILBURG

Exhibition space, LocHal, Tilburg.
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Books on display, LocHal, Tilburg.
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LOCHAL, TILBURG
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Information Point Digital Government, LocHal, Tilburg.

LOCHAL, TILBURG



“This PC may only be used to fill in the voting guide”, LocHal, 
Tilburg.

LOCHAL, TILBURG
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PREDIKHERENKLOOSTER, MECHELEN

Informal exhibition of books and informative posters, Predikherenklooster, Mechelen
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Library wing dedicated to learning Dutch, Predikherenklooster, Mechelen.
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PREDIKHERENKLOOSTER, MECHELEN
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THE LIBRARY AS A COMMUNITY CENTER

Community Center Schedule Wijkpaleis Rotterdam. Source: wijkpaleis.nl



39

THE CENTRAL LIBRARY

Location of the Stockholm City Library.
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• Platform for contemporary initiatives



41

WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXPECTATIONS OF A CONTEMPORARY LIBRARY?

• Platform for contemporary initiatives
• Inclusivity and accessibility



42

WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXPECTATIONS OF A CONTEMPORARY LIBRARY?

• Platform for contemporary initiatives
• Inclusivity and accessibility

• Safe place where anyone can go, at any time
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A ROOM FOR A LIBRARY

44



A ROOM FOR A LIBRARY

A room for reading. A room for workshops.

A room for exhibitions.A room for public events.

45

P1 Model

Different uses of the room (1:50, rescaled).



2006

More or less autonomous new building
Reinforcing monumental status Asplund building

2014

Densifying and optimizing Asplund building

PRIOR BRIEFS
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2006

Asplund Library as icon
Addition of new functions

Area available to the public quadrupled 
Library open for all round-the-clock

Stimulation of meetings, discussions and study
Shift from books to new forms of media
Different subject areas in different zones

Total space: increase from 14.000 m2 to 24.000 m2

Public space: increase from 3.700 m2 to 16.600 m2

2014

Local library aswell as public library
Space efficiency and space maximization

Rotonda remains venue, supplemented with additional rooms
Maximum flexibility and co-utilization

Different subject areas in shared zones
Seating and reading places increased

“Air” around media: 20 percent of media space should be display area
Functional, semi-public, and individual workplaces

PRIOR BRIEFS
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2006

Asplund Library as icon
Addition of new functions

Area available to the public quadrupled 
Library open for all round-the-clock

Stimulation of meetings, discussions and study
Shift from books to new forms of media
Different subject areas in different zones

Total space: increase from 14.000 m2 to 24.000 m2

Public space: increase from 3.700 m2 to 16.600 m2

2014

Local library aswell as public library
Space efficiency and space maximization

Rotonda remains venue, supplemented with additional rooms
Maximum flexibility and co-utilization

Different subject areas in shared zones
Seating and reading places increased

“Air” around media: 20 percent of media space should be display area
Functional, semi-public, and individual workplaces

Need for public space!

PRIOR BRIEFS
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Why should the Stockholm City Library be expanded?



Why should the Stockholm City Library be expanded?
Having chosen to expand the Stockholm City Library, how does this expansion add to the existing library?
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS



WHY SHOULD THE STOCKHOLM CITY LIBRARY BE EXPANDED?
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WHY SHOULD THE STOCKHOLM CITY LIBRARY BE EXPANDED?

Need for public space
(2006 & 2014 brief)

Bringing back adult educationNeed for a more comtemporary library, 
with focus on pleasant seating places 

for all, and space for contemporary 
initiatives and events
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Looks out instead of looks in



HAVING CHOSEN TO EXPAND THE STOCKHOLM CITY LIBRARY, HOW DOES THIS EXPANSION ADD TO THE EXISTING LIBRARY?

59

Looks out instead of looks in Open character instead of closed



HAVING CHOSEN TO EXPAND THE STOCKHOLM CITY LIBRARY, HOW DOES THIS EXPANSION ADD TO THE EXISTING LIBRARY?

Looks out instead of looks in Connection between Asplund 
building, interior and exterior

Open character instead of closed
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HAVING CHOSEN TO EXPAND THE STOCKHOLM CITY LIBRARY, HOW DOES THIS EXPANSION ADD TO THE EXISTING LIBRARY?

Looks out instead of looks in Connection between Asplund 
building, interior and exterior

Part of actual landscapeOpen character instead of closed
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SITE ANALYSIS: CORNER CHILDREN’S LIBRARY

1:100063



SITE ANALYSIS: CORNER CHILDREN’S LIBRARY

Picture by David Grandorge, 2015.
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SITE ANALYSIS: VIEWING PLATFORM

1:100065



SITE ANALYSIS: VIEWING PLATFORM

Viewing platform. View. Picture by David Grandorge, 2015.
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SITE ANALYSIS: MARKET SQUARE

1:100067



Photo 1929, courtesy of Stockholms Stadsmuseum. Photo 2023, Google Earth.

SITE ANALYSIS: MARKET SQUARE
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STARTING POINT FOR DESIGN

WEST AXONOMETRIC VIEW
1:50069



DESIGN PROCESS
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DESIGN PROCESS
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FLOORS

87 1:200

Sketch model



FLOORS
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VOIDS
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CIRCULATION
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BUILDING ON THE SLOPE OF THE OBSERVATORY HILL
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Archival photographs. Source: https://digitalastadsmuseet.stockholm.se/fotoweb/archives/5013-S%C3%A4rskilda-samlingar-
(Gr%C3%A5ark-mm)/?q=observatorielunden Archival photograph. Source: https://digitalastadsmuseet.stockholm.se/fotoweb/archives/5013-S%C3%A4rskilda-samlingar-

(Gr%C3%A5ark-mm)/?q=observatorielunden
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BUILDING ON THE SLOPE OF THE OBSERVATORY HILL



BUILDING ON THE SLOPE OF THE OBSERVATORY HILL
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BUILDING ON THE SLOPE OF THE OBSERVATORY HILL
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BUILDING ON THE SLOPE OF THE OBSERVATORY HILL
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BUILDING ON THE SLOPE OF THE OBSERVATORY HILL
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BUILDING ON THE SLOPE OF THE OBSERVATORY HILL
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BUILDING ON THE SLOPE OF THE OBSERVATORY HILL
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BUILDING ON THE SLOPE OF THE OBSERVATORY HILL
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BUILDING ON THE SLOPE OF THE OBSERVATORY HILL



SECTION

1:7500108

NS Norrmalm Vasastaden



FINAL DESIGN
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FINAL DESIGN
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VEGETATED ROOFS
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Biodiversity project in Norra Djurgårdsstaden, Stockholm. Source: https://www.ramboll.com/lets-close-the-gap/bringing-biodiversity-to-stockholm



ADULT EDUCATION
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ADULT EDUCATION
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EXPERIENCE
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EXPERIENCE
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SECTION

1:2001181:2000

+ 26,85

+ 23,65

+ 20,45

+ 17,25

+ 15,3

+ 27,0

+ 30,85+ 30,6

+ 34,1

+ 23,5

+ 19,4



VIEWLINE

1:2001191:2000



GROUND FLOOR

1:2001201:2000



LIBRARY

1:2001211:2000



SPACES

1:2001221:2000



SERVICE SPACES

1:2001231:2000



CIRCULATION

1:2001241:2000



MASTERPLAN

1:1000125



MASTERPLAN

1:1000126

ODENPLAN
PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

KNOT

PARK

PARK



GROUND FLOOR
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APPROACHING THE LIBRARY
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APPROACHING THE LIBRARY
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APPROACHING THE LIBRARY
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ENTERING THE LIBRARY

1:500131



ENTERING THE LIBRARY

132



ENTERING THE LIBRARY

1:500133



SQUARE DESIGN

1:500134



GROUND FLOOR

1:200135

TECHNICAL
ROOM

CLOAK-
ROOM

CAFE



SHARE AND REPAIR CAFE
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GROUND FLOOR

1:200137



GROUND FLOOR

1:200138



LEVEL 1

1:200139

STORAGE

STORAGE
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LEVEL 1



1:200141

ANNEX

LEVEL 1
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BACK ENTRANCE

LEVEL 1



BACK ENTRANCE
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1:200144

LEVEL 1

WEST WING
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CONNECTION ROTONDA AND EXTENSION BUILDING

1:400

ROTONDA

EXTENSION
BUILDING
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CONNECTION ROTONDA AND EXTENSION BUILDING

1:400
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CONNECTION ROTONDA AND EXTENSION BUILDING

1:400



SEQUENCE OF SPACES
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Approaching the Woodland Chapel
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Approaching the Woodland Chapel Journey from Rotonda to extension building
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Approaching the Woodland Chapel Journey from Rotonda to extension building



SEQUENCE OF SPACES
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Approaching the Woodland Chapel Journey from Rotonda to extension building



SKY VIEW
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SKY VIEW
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The Woodland Chapel. Source: https://arquiscopio.com/archivo/2012/08/29/la-capilla-en-el-
bosque/?lang=en

Rotonda of the Stockholm City Library.



LEVEL 2

1:200158



LEVEL 3

1:200159

TECHNICAL
ROOM



STUDY ROOMS
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LEVEL 4

1:200161



LEVEL 5

1:200162

BAR

STORAGE



VIEW
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VIEW
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VIEW
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ELEVATION

North West Elevation
1:200166



ELEVATION

North East Elevation
1:200167



1:50

FACADE SHAPE
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FACADE FRAGMENT
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FACADE FRAGMENT
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ROOF DETAIL

Glass balustrade

Wooden paneling

Drainage opening

Insulation 140 mm

Lenotec 206 mm

Insulation 40 mm

Wooden panel 50 mm

Aluminium frame

Wooden block

Wooden beam

Insulation 50 mm

Wooden block

Wooden windowframe

Wooden block

Duco ventilation grill

Triple glazing

Lowered ceiling for ventilation and artificial lighting

Roofing 9 mm

171 1:5



FLOOR DETAIL

Triple glazing

Wooden windowframe

Wooden paneling

Roofing 9 mm

Insulation 140 mm

Lenotec 206 mm

Adjustment block

Wooden beam

Wooden column 40 mm

Ventilation grill

Wooden flooring 20 mm

Shock insulation layer 10 mm

Profile for attachment lowered ceiling

172

Lenotec 147 mm

1:5



HORIZONTAL DETAIL

Wooden column Insulation 50 mm Triple glazingWooden windowframeWooden block

173 1:5



Swedish pine (Pinus sylvetris)

Mainly used for furniture, floors, wall panels, mouldings 
windows, doors and outdoor decking

Swedish spruce (Picea abies)

Mainly used as construction material
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MATERIALS
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MODEL

P3 Presentation Model exploring materiality.



CONSTRUCTION

0

1

2

3

4

5

176 1:500



CONSTRUCTION

1:500

0

1

2

3

4

5
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WEST WING CONNECTION
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WEST WING CONNECTION

Automatic sliding doors

Beams bridge connection
H-profile

Steel column

Original brick wall
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CLIMATE ZONES

South-North Section
1:200

Ground Floor
Technical Room

Restrooms
Cloak Room

Restrooms
Group Rooms

Group Rooms

Technical Room
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Library

1:2000



WINTER CLIMATE

South-North Section
1:200

Average Temperature	 - 4 °C to 2 °C
Minimum Temperature	 - 11 °C
Sun Height 			   7.2 ° 

Ground floor
Mechanical Supply / Mechanical Exhaust

Group Rooms
Mechanical Supply / 
Mechanical Exhaust

Air 
Handling 

Unit

District 
Heating and Cooling

Heat
Pump

Air 
Handling 

Unit

Ventilation air preheated by 
underfloor heating

Restrooms
Group Rooms

Mechanical Supply / 
Mechanical Exhaust

Library
Mechanical Supply / Mechanical Exhaust

1811:2000



South-North Section
1:200

SUMMER CLIMATEAverage Temperature	 10 °C - 15 °C
Normal Summer Day	 23 °C
Maximum Temperature	 29 °C
Sun Height 			   54.1 ° 

Ground floor
Nat Supply / Mechanical Exhaust

Group Rooms
Mechanical Supply / 
Mechanical Exhaust

Air 
Handling 

Unit

District 
Heating and Cooling

Heat
Pump

Air 
Handling 

Unit

Restrooms
Group Rooms

Mechanical Supply / 
Mechanical Exhaust

Library
Natural Supply / Mechanical Exhaust

1821:2000



CLIMATE

Ground Floor
1:200

TECHNICAL 
ROOM
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CLIMATE

First Floor
1:200184



CLIMATE

Second Floor
1:200185



TECHNICAL 
ROOM

CLIMATE

Third Floor
1:200186



CLIMATE

Fourth Floor
1:200187
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Need for a more comtemporary library, 
with focus on pleasant seating places 

for all, and space for contemporary 
initiatives and events
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Need for public space
(2006 & 2014 brief)

Bringing back adult educationNeed for a more comtemporary library, 
with focus on pleasant seating places 

for all, and space for contemporary 
initiatives and events
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Looks out instead of looks in Connection between Asplund 
building, interior and exterior

Part of actual landscapeOpen character instead of closed
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