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The Zuiderpershuis, 
A Cultural 

Powerplant.
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Eugène Delacroix - The Jewish Wedding

Collective intimacy
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Eugène Delacroix - The Jewish Wedding

Collective Intimacy
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Paris and the City Room
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Paris and the City Room
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Paris and the City Room
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Opening intimate fragments of city to the city

Collective intimacy and the spectacle

Paris and the City Room
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A contextless “City Room”
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A contextless “City Room”

Intimacy achieved through:
- Compression of space
- Horizontal and vertical connections 
- Enclosement
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Ambition
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Figure 7 Nineteenth Century Antwerp

Antwerp, a harbour city
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Fascination

- Heritage in the build environment
- Interest in the history of the place
- Looking for remnants of Antwerp as a harbour city
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Historical: The shedstructure in Antwerp
The quays of the Scheld still remind Antwerp of its origins

- “WAAGNATIE” ON RIJNKAAI - 

- Sheds along the quay of the Scheld - 
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The hydraulic powerplants of Antwerp
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Assignment in Antwerp
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Antwerp - ‘t Zuid



22 /95 23 /95The Zuiderpershuis; the Cultural Powerplant - Graduation Harro Fonk

Antwerp - ‘t Zuid
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Design of the original street plan (1875)
with the Zuiderdokken and Station Zuid

The Zuiderdokken; a remnant of the harbour
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The Zuiderdokken; a remnant of the harbour



26 /95The Zuiderpershuis; the Cultural Powerplant - Graduation Harro Fonk

1400 sqm

93
 m

13.2 m

Problems:
Vacancy
Fincancial
Organisational

Heritage???

Problem statement
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1400 sqm

93
 m

13.2 m
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?
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Gedempte Zuiderdokken
former docks as a parking lot and eventspace
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The Zuiderpershuis
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History of the Zuiderpershuis
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The Zuiderpershuis
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The hydraulic powerplant in 1881...
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in 1892...
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1982

1982 ..in 1982..
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..and in 2019
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2019
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From industrial powerplant... 
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.. towards a public theatre
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The New rogram
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Precedent: Zaventem Ateliers
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Users and target groups

Artists (students) Musicians Actors CraftsmenTheatre/music 
enthousiasts
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The relevance of a theatre in ‘t Zuid

StadschouwburgLa Bourla

ArenbergtheaterRaamtheater

Echt Antwaarps Theater

DE Studio

Elckerlyc

“The Theatre District”

Monty

(former) 
Raamtheater

De Singel

Zuiderperstheater

Froe Froe

Opera

Opera

Fakkeltheater
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StadschouwburgLa Bourla

ArenbergtheaterRaamtheater

Echt Antwaarps Theater

DE Studio

Elckerlyc

“The Theatre District”

Monty

(former) 
Raamtheater

De Singel

Zuiderperstheater

Froe Froe

Opera

Opera

Fakkeltheater

The new Zuiderpershuis:
A Cultural Powerplant
+	 Workshops
+	 Exhibition space
+	 New auditorium
+ 	New entrance building
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The Design Concepts
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A Value assesment on the heritage site

1881

1892

1982

>1982
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?
?

?
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1

2
3
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The Koninck brewery; redifinion of the urban block
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The Koninck brewery
Redefinition of the urban block
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The Design
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Precedent: Pakt, a former industrial site for multiple purposes
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A dissection of the new
 Cultural powerplant

1. The Interior street
2. The Offices
3. The Hydraulic Powerplant
4. The Workshops
5. The Foyer 
6. The “Black Box”Theatre
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1. The Interior Street
theatrical moments
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The Interior Street, marked by “Koterij”
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The NEW Interior Street, marked by “Koterij”
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Precedent: The Palais royal with its transgression of spaces
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1. The Interior Street
theatrical moments
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1. The Interior Street
theatrical moments
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1. The Interior Street
theatrical moments
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1. The Interior Street
theatrical moments
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1. The Interior Street
The connection of the bridge achieves a similar effect as the arcades in the Palais Royal
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1. The Interior Street
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2. The Offices
Historical documentation of the site
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2. The Offices
Historical documentation of the site
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2. The Offices
Historical documentation of the site
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- wAALSEKAAI - 

2. The Offices
The urban implementation
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2. The Offices
Approach to materiality 
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3. The Hydraulic Powerplant

Machinehal

Accumulatorgebouw

Stoomketelhal
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3. The Hydraulic Powerplant
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3. The Hydraulic Powerplant
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3. The Hydraulic Powerplant
De machinehal
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A A’A A’

3. The Hydraulic Powerplant - OLD situation

A A’A A’
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3. The Hydraulic Powerplant - NEW situation

A A’A A’

MachinehalStoomketelhal
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Former powerplant

3. The Hydraulic Powerplant
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3. The Hydraulic Powerplant
natural ventilation
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4. The Workshops
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4. The workshops
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4. The Workshops
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- Jagged roof with northern roof lights

- Brick box (stability)

- Concrete floors

- Steel skeleton of beams and columns (bearing)

4. The Workshops
Construction and materialisation
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5. The Foyer
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5. The Foyer
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5. The Foyer
Relation of spaces
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E E´

25 m0 m

5. The Foyer
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5. The Foyer
Precedent: Wetlands - Witherford Watson Mann Architects
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The conversion of the second boilerroom

5. The Foyer
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5. The Foyer
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BOILERROOM FOYER THEATRE
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5. The Foyer
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5. The Foyer
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• Water barrier
• Insulation
• Concrete
• Plaster rendering

Wall package

• Schuco curtain wall
• Battens
• Flashing
• Concrete rainwater gutter

Floor package

• Granite �oor tiles
• Screed with �oorheating
• Insulation
• Vapour barrier
• Concrete
• Plaster rendering

Wall package

• Plywood      19 mm
• Steel column with sandwich panel 210 mm
• Plywood         19 mm
• Cavity with anchors     60 mm
Acoustic varnished spruce panels,  60 mm         
  wooden nooks   100 mm
     

1:5 Detail

Floor package

• Parquet oak      8 mm
• Impact sound insulation      20 mm
• 2x20 mm chipboard     40 mm
• Steel beam w. thermal insulation  230 mm   
• Cavity with anchors     75  mm
• Chipboard      10 mm
• Sound insulating spruce panels (lacq.)  60 mm

              
       

5. The Foyer
The detail shows a fluent transition betwoon outside and inside
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5. The Foyer
The cornersituation
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6. The Theatre
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BOILERROOM FOYER THEATRE
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6. The Theatre
Construction and material

-Shed roof with roof lantern

- Plywood box for thermal and acoustic insolation

- Wooden floors

- Steel skeleton of beams and columns 

- Brickwork and concrete base (bears the trusses)
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6. The Theatre
Multifuncitionality
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6. The Theatre
Multifuncitionality
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C C’

2234 x 222

2234 x 222

2234 x 222

336

6. The Theatre
A Black Box Theatre
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C C’

22 x 222

22 x 220

320

450

6. The Theatre
A Black Box Theatre
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C C’

6. The Theatre
A Black Box Theatre
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25 m0 m
N

25 m0 mN

BASEMENT

BACKSTAGE
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Conclusion
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Consclusion

- Collective intimacy by creating bordered spaces
- Reinvigorate a harbour heritage site 
- “Koterij” as a guiding theme for further development
- Opening and redesigning the urban block
- Create a fully operational theatre space
- Drawing inspiration from industrial precedents 
- Development of the building as a set of surgeries
- Create a place that has value for everybody in Antwerp
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