
 
 

Delft University of Technology

Just science

van Wezenbeek, Wilma

DOI
10.4233/uuid:959ed2f9-f315-4c66-aff9-67743d545ed9
Publication date
2016
Document Version
Final published version
Citation (APA)
van Wezenbeek, W. (Author). (2016). Just science. Web publication/site, Delft University of Technology.
https://doi.org/10.4233/uuid:959ed2f9-f315-4c66-aff9-67743d545ed9

Important note
To cite this publication, please use the final published version (if applicable).
Please check the document version above.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download, forward or distribute the text or part of it, without the consent
of the author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license such as Creative Commons.

Takedown policy
Please contact us and provide details if you believe this document breaches copyrights.
We will remove access to the work immediately and investigate your claim.

This work is downloaded from Delft University of Technology.
For technical reasons the number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to a maximum of 10.

https://doi.org/10.4233/uuid:959ed2f9-f315-4c66-aff9-67743d545ed9
https://doi.org/10.4233/uuid:959ed2f9-f315-4c66-aff9-67743d545ed9


 
https://librarian.tudl.tudelft.nl/2016/12/17/just-science/ 

 
 

 

Just science 

Posted on December 17, 2016 by  Wilma van Wezenbeek 

Post Views: 5,109 (2020-06-15) 

So here I am, starting to write the national plan on open science for The Netherlands. This 

seems to be a heavy task, with a deadline of early February 2017. And nothing on paper yet. 

Why do I have confidence that we will succeed? 

1. I am, because we are. The full quote is: “I am because WE are and, since we are, 

therefore I am.” A quote by John Mbiti, of which the short version was used at a “tile 

painting” workshop at Royal Delft (De Porceleyne Fles) we recently organized during 

our “Day out of the Library with all our personnel”. The assignment was to paint a 

quote that had a relation with the benefits of working together. I succeed, because we 

succeed. Not only is the writing process a team effort (with Hester Touwen, Anke 

Versteeg and Astrid van Wesenbeeck), we are not making up our own ideas. We read, 

listen, view, talk, get together, and – though our time is limited – aim to put the actions 

that The Netherlands is undertaking in relation to open science together. We do this in 

close connection with and under supervision of the Ministry of Education, Culture and 

Sciences. 

2. “Beware of that demon called ‘Changing The World’.” A quote by Marty Rubin. We 

know the Council Conclusions on the transition towards an open science system, and 

of course the Amsterdam Call for Action (see here the blog I wrote about the 

Congress). Open science means that we open up the scientific process, as much as 

possible. This will further science and society. Economy and innovation may flourish 

by opening up the scientific process. For our plan we restrict ourselves to three lines, 

based on the goals as laid down in the Council conclusions, i.e., 100% open access for 

scientific publications (that were created via public funding) per 2020; optimal reuse 

of research data; and perhaps the most important of all, implementing a broader view 

on the way research and researchers are assessed and rewarded. We are aware that a 

lot is going on, both in and outside our country. It is impossible to mention everything, 

though we will incorporate a few initiatives in relation with these three lines, and we 

will be listening to the users from science and society. No we will not be changing the 

world by writing this plan, but we will be adding our practice, ideas and actions to 

reach our result: meaningful access to science and scientific processes. 

3. A plan is not the end; it is a beginning. In February we will have a national plan open 

science, and at the same time our Ministry will launch the national platform open 

science. In this way continuity is guaranteed, actions can be followed, new ones can be 

added, and changes can be made. 
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Intermezzo 

Let us support our researchers so that it is clear for them, on their bumpy road, what 

they can and cannot do, what tools they should be using (in what way), and how they can 

reach a destination that seems to be blocked. Making open science the default road. 

Making open science just science.  

 

 

 

 

It should be clear what 

you cannot or should 

not be doing. 

 It should be clear 

who is allowed to 

do what, and what 

tools are useful. 

 

 

 

 

Indications which road is closed (“afgesloten”), or still 

available (“bereikbaar”) should be given 
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“Go as far as you can see. When you get there 

You’ll be able to see farther” 

Thomas Carlyle 
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