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UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE 
since 1997

Kinderdijk is distinguished by three 
“Outstanding Universal Values”:

 
1.  Its operational water system, which    
 has been in use since the 18th century, 
 a remarkable example of hydraulic 
 engineering.
 
2.  The landscape, which features a striking 
 contrast between horizontal canals, 
 dikes, and fields and vertical mill 
 systems.

3.  The water system, which forms an 
 integrated ensemble, and which 
 represents an example of the evolution 
 of Dutch drainage techniques.
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What are the development opportunities in public spaces of heritage 
locations that do justice to the heritage, tourists, and residents?

RQ
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OUTSIDE THE DIKE
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Give tourists and residents their own spaces

3
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What are the development opportunities in public spaces of heritage 
locations that do justice to the heritage, tourists, and residents?RQ

How are public spaces at heritage 
locations used and experienced 

by both locals and tourists?

How have public spaces at 
heritage locations developed 

and adapted over time?

What are the characteristics 
and conditions of public spaces 

at heritage locations?
Characteristics
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