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Since the middle ages the craftsmen represented three quar-
ters of the town population and were integral to towns. One
of the conducted crafts was cloth making, that was suitable
for export and was the only craft (except for brewing) in-
cluding the direct division of labour. These characteristics
made it exceptional and very potential for further develop-

ment in the future.

As any other town of that age, Brno was undoubtedly pro-
ducing cloths and there are evidences of prospering export
to the neighbouring countries.! Nevertheless, in compar-
ison to Czech cities and especially to Jihlava (Iglau) the
amount of production was significantly lower. It is worthy
to mention that Jihlava constituted its own language island
(Iglauer Sprachinsel). A crucial turning point for Brno could
be found in the second half of the 18th century. After the
loss of the economically important Silesia, current sover-
eign Maria Theresa was looking for a compensation that
could enhance the industrial development in Czech lands.
Therefore, a group of wool making specialists from Verviers
(former Austrian Netherlands, now Belgium) was sent to
1. Hana Jordankova a FrantiSek Zfidkave-

sely, Brno mésto Femesel, pramyslu a obcho-
du, Brno 1993, p. 6.



Jihlava, regarded as a center of wool industry of that time.
They were supposed to retrain local artisans to make fine
cloth, because so far these workshops produced only rough
cloth. Unfortunately this intention turned out to be unac-
ceptable for local guild. In 1764 Johann Anton Kernhofer,
director of credit bank and councilman, came up with an
idea to move this manufacture to Brno and because of an
absence of strong cloth making guild, it was successfully re-
alized. There was again lack of specialists and at this time
they were invited from Belgium, the Lower Rhine region
and Saxony.? This first manufacture in Brno was prospering
in particular thanks to the local trader Johann Leopold Kof-
filer who laid foundations for wool production in Brno. Kof-
filer’s family originated in the Austrian Carinthia (Kdrnten).
Under his management the manufacture succeeded on for-
eign markets and he founded the very first workers colony
in Brno. Despite all of this it bankrupted in 1789, but many
of his former employees became entrepreneurs and founded
their own enterprises. One of them was for example Johann
Heinrich Offermann that will be productive into the inter-
war period in the 20th century. It is then legitimate to call

Kofliler’s manufacture as a “mother” of industry in Brno.

2. lbid. p.5.

This one act of relocating accelerated a massive industrial
wave in Brno, that by the historians could be compared only
to turbulent development of industry in British Manches-
ter. Thus, Brno has an epithet the Moravian Manchester.
Foreigners and newcomers played an important role in this
transformation and formed a new chapter in the history of

the city.

Main figures in wool industry of Brno were coming from
cities like Aachen, Burscheid, Diiren, Gemiind, Julich and
Monschau in Rhineland, but also from Verviers and Eupen
in today’s Belgium. That means they originated in Prot-
estant countries and their arrival would not be possible
without the Patent of Toleration issued by Josef IT in 1781.
Afterwards they were allowed to settle down and remain
Protestants, which was encouraging to relocate with the
families and relatives. Protestant community in Brno was
exclusively German at that time. Very common were also
newcomers from other Habsburg provinces like Steiermark,
Hungary or Veneto. There were entrepreneurs of Czech or-
igin but rather as a minority. As a consequence of the in-
dustrial progress in wool factories, special textile machinery
became very in demand. Machines could not be exported
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from the Great Britain because of the Continental Blockade,
so that English an Irish engineers arrived in the Western
and Central Europe.

At the turn of the 18th and 19th century manufactures are
replaced by factories. However, there is a blurred distinction
between these two terms, because some manufactures were
already at this time called factories. Some of manufactures
were also using simple machines, even though latin origin

clearly refer to making with hands.

Industrial boom of the 19th century in Brno

Beginning of the 19th century meant the end of Napoleon
Wars and therefore termination of the Continental Block-
ade, nevertheless wool industry in Brno collapsed. Cheaper
and higher-quality products from England flooded the mar-
ket of Austrian Empire. As a result 11 factories from 29 did
not survive.” On the other hand some of the stronger com-
panies utilized the crisis and purchased more machinery
like for example J. H. Offermann or Briider Schéller - one
of the new foreign companies that came to Brno after the
3. Hana Jordankova a FrantiSek Zfidkave-

sely, Brno mésto femesel, pramyslu a obcho-
du, Brno 1993, p.17.

crisis. Their factory is considered to be the most complexed
and integral factory of that time, because all the production
processes were carried out there. Luckily wool industry re-
covered in few years and soon it grew even faster than be-
fore. Important milestone was the year 1839, when the first
train arrived from Vienna to Brno. It signified de facto an
introduction of steam railway in Czech lands. Moreover it
was a direct connection to Viennese markets and further
to foreign countries. After the official permission from au-
thorities in the middle of the 19th century, Jewish entrepre-
neurs could finally spread into outskirts of Brno. Namely

then Briidder Popper, Léw - Beer family or Briider Strakosch.

In the second half of the 19th century wool industry prob-
ably reached its peak. After all fine cloth from Brno got
through to European and American markets. The biggest
sales area was in the North America, although it was only
for couple of years. Importance of this trade confirmed a
consulate founded in Brno as a first institution like that in
Czech lands.* Despite several crisis wool production kept its

leading position among cities in the monarchy, on the first

4. Tomas Zapletal a Andrea Brezinova, Brno
- moravsky Manchester, Brno 2014, p. 24.
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world war it was not prepared though. Storing supply ma-
terial only in one year advance led to fast depletion during
the war and it was followed by using substitute lower-qual-
ity materials that irretrievably damaged the machinery.
Wool industry in Brno had reached its culmination point
(in terms of technical development) in the end of the 19th

century and began to lag.

It would be also worth it to mention an unequal position
of industrialists of Czech origin. Undoubtedly, German
industrialists consider themselves as full Brno inhabitants
and identify themselves within the city. It is after all a main
purpose of this thesis to proof that Germans were not an
alien element of the city but its fixed and in a sort of way a
native component. Nevertheless, it was harder for factories
“in Czech hands” to have an access to works commissioned
by the municipality or other bigger companies under Ger-
man influence. There were few exemptions as for example a
factory specialized on electrotechnical components that ex-
panded even abroad that was founded in Brno by J. Donat,
R. Bartelemus and S. Doubrava.’

5. Hana Jordankova a FrantiSek Zfidkave-

sely, Brno mésto femesel, primyslu a obcho-
du, Brno 1993, p. 22.
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Urban development

In the century of an industrial revolution that struck Brno
as no other Moravian city, a completely new image of the
city was formed - from the provincial city into the indus-
trial centre. Except from increasing number of inhabitants
and economic power in the city, outskirts behind the city
walls were subject of much turbulent development. New
factory complexes and new typologies of factories in gen-
eral changed the approaches of urban planing at that time.
While until then the place of working and living was iden-
tical, in the 19th century a separation of these two essential
elements of the city occurred. This trend could be traced
back in earlier English industrial cities or later it was ap-
plied in the city of Zlin in interwar period of Czechoslova-
kia. However, Brno of the 19th century was not an accurate
example of the strict separations into zones for industry
and living, there were rather efforts to concentrate all the
functions in one compact location.® As first illustration
could serve already mentioned factory of J. H. Kofhiler in
the northern outskirts of the city. The factory was located

6. Tomas Zapletal a Andrea Brezinova, Brno
- moravsky Manchester, Brno 2014, p. 50.
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next to important road heading to the north called Velka
Nova street (nowadays Lidicka). On the grounds of need for
workers housing, he founded a labour colony that consisted
of 44 single houses in the vicinity of the factory. It was the
first colony of that kind in the Austrian monarchy. Although
this colony now belongs to the past, a visible track in the
current urban block was left in form of the street Mezirka.

(3]

Factories had to be placed to the outskirts of cities simply
because of their scale and also incompatibility with hygienic
standards of the urban environment. In terms of Brno there
was one more reason for choosing periphery locations and
that was presence of water as a technological source neces-
sary for textile industry.” Therefore water from rivers Svrat-
ka and Svitava and their mill races was used for processes
like fulling or colouring, but it could not be used as a power
source though. Insufficient steam gradient did not enable
that. Luckily this deficiency turned to be a challenge and it

started fast development in the machine industry in Brno.

7. Bohumir Smutny, Brnénsti podnikatelé
ajejich podniky: 1764-1948, encyklopedie
podnikatelt a jejich rodin, Brno 2012, p. 13.
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It would be worth it to focus more precisely on Brno out-
skirts since they were undergoing massive changes at that
time. The first incentive for a development of outskirts
originated in 1783, when Joseph II equalized gild masters
from cities and outskirts. Then there was no legislative ob-
struction, but funds were still missing in that area. First
factories had to constructed thanks to foreign capital that
was brought by entrepreneurs from German Saxony and
Rhineland. Till the end of the 18th century Wilhelm Mundi
founded his factory in Zdbdrovice, Heninrich Hopf in Cejl,
Johann Heinrich Offermann in Ndhon, Leopold Schulz in
Kfenovd and Johann Bartholomaus Seitter in Petrohradska.®
These factories were reliant on a great amount of workers
and current settlements were not able to accommodate
them. Naturally outskirts became their new homes. In terms
of urban development of Brno two phenomenas could be
followed. First of all radial structure of the suburban area
was consolidated and formed one continuous ring around

the city. Secondly it shaped into the industrial zone that was

8. KarelKuGa, Brno: vyvoj mésta, pred-
mésti a pripojenych vesnic. Praha 2000,
p.83.
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prevailing above the residential aspect of outskirts, even
though it was essential to keep labour living in this area. As
a result of the abrupt development, the outskirts were not
able to transform to properly working urban districts.” For
example no new churches were erected, but only older reli-
gious buildings were revoked or tore down. Unfortunately
even the inner city could not help to avoid this course, be-
cause it could not naturally merge due to the presence of
baroque fortifications. More than a discomfort for workers
at that time it posed a threat for the development in the fu-

ture but maybe also unique opportunity for something new.

An interesting indicator of city growth were cemeteries.
Suddenly they became inside of the city that was from the
view of authorities undesirable. In 1784 then a ban was im-
posed for burying in the populated settlements and cem-
eteries were pushed into the outskirts. Numerous diseases

and epidemics for sure contributed to this shift.

In contrast to excessive growth in outskirts, the inner city
went through important but different changes. In the end of
the 18th century under the rule of Joseph II and his reforms,

9. Ibid.

plenty of monasteries and other religious buildings were
closed and transformed into military facilities because cir-
cumstances demanded that. Otherwise it could be conclud-
ed that till the middle of the 19th century, outskirts were
playing more significant role in architectural development

compared to the centre.

Textile factories

Textile factories were usually built in the form of boxes of
several floors and the interiors were not divided and served
as one immense space. These multi-story production facili-
ties had also their own name in Czech (etdZovka), but they
were developed by English inventors and engineers. New
textile machines needed appropriate building that would
have enabled convenient installation and replacement of
smaller machines, secondly enabled easy distribution of
steam force and finally secured safe working conditions for
employees (sufficient amount of light and air). As a result
multi-story building made of bricks or stone with regularly

sized windows was introduced. Interior supports were often



from cast iron and all the circulation was shifted outside so
that internal layout would be less disrupted.’® In the second
half of the 19th century this typology was imported to the
Czech lands together with textile machinery from England.
Average floor height was very similar to apartment build-
ings and their rigid structure predetermined them to an
almost universal use in the urban areas. Thus, it is no sur-
prise that some of them were easily converted to housing
or offices. Moreover, textile factories served as a logo/icon
for factory owners and therefore technical and architectural
quality corresponded to that. In case of factories in Brno,
they were very rigid and decent structures that could be
standing till nowadays without any major intervention. It
could be concluded that multi-story textile factories fore-
shadowed the future development of the modern architec-
ture and classify them as “protofunctionalism” is then more

than appropriate.

10. Eva Dvorakova, Benjamin Fragner,
Tomas Senberger. Industrial - pamét - vych-
odiska. Praha 2007, p. 158.
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Architecture of factories

Historical styles of the factories in the 19th century factories
prevailing in Brno include late classicism and the Neo-Re-
naissance. Architects were back then making efforts to
stylize factories into palaces. One of these was for instance
factory H. E & E. Soxhlet (Cejl 68) from 1833 build as a
classicist three-story building. Remarkable width of twen-
ty-seven window axes was crowned by a decorated tym-
panum. Nevertheless, by the end of the 19th century this
eclecticism was fading and “protofunctionalistic” architec-
ture was taking over. Architecture free of any decorative el-
ements. From this moment harsh times began for historians
of architecture and overall heritage conservation. Industrial
heritage became more ambiguous and as Ales Filip quotes:
“..even though common art-historical (kunsthistorisch)
tools apparently fails, it is impossible to liberate ourselves
from a belief that factory buildings are rather a cultural phe-
nomenon than an engineering work” Factories are indeed
technical monuments, but also an indisputable memory of
society, of labour force and industrialist’s efforts. It is sur-

1. Tomas Zapletal a Andrea Brezinova, Brno
- moravsky Manchester, Brno 2014, p. 52.
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prising that industrial heritage was given an appropriate at-
tention not sooner than in the 70’s of the last century and in

Czech lands one decade later.

Over time Brno factories lost their original production
function (with a few exceptions) and the buildings are now
used as warehouses, offices, flats, etc. However, many have
fallen into despair and their further existence is uncertain.
It would be appropriate to briefly mention several prece-
dents. First of them is Moritz Fuhrman Factory as an ex-
cellent example of multi-storey textile factory. Secondly the
Aron and Jakob Low-Beer’s Sons Factory that represents a
typical factory complex of the late 19th century with evident
eclectic approach. And as a third example suits the Bochner
Palace that accommodated residential and administrative

facilities.

Moritz Fuhrmann Factory

In 1893, entrepreneur Moriz Fuhrmann bought a plot and
houses at Cejl 72 and two years later he set up the headqua-
ters of his company there. Initially it was also a residence of
his family, as it was usual for first generation of entrepre-

18

neurs, right at the in factory premises. In 1913, new six-sto-
rey factory was erected at the bank of the Svratka river and
the main production was moved to this new location. The
massive reinforced concrete structure featured a simple in-
dustrial appearance which was based on a subtle Classicist
pattern with a central avant-corps topped by a pediment.
Windows were left without any decorative elements only
with segmental arches. Unfortunately, the factory was left to
decay until recent times, when it was rebuilt and disposed of

unique and valuable character.

The Aron and Jakob Léw-Beer’s Sons Factory

After releasing restrictions against Jewish entrepreneurs,
Low-Beer family could have expanded in 1877 their pro-
duction to Brno. They bought the former factory Gebriider
Popperin in Old Brno and produced the supplying cloth for
military uniforms. Apart from that, company established
a subsidiary in Germany and owned smaller businesses in
France and Germany and a shop in Vienna. It was one of
the most successful companies of that time. However, only
corner wing from the immense factory complex survived,
so it is rather one of the few remaining evidences of textile
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industry in the area of Old Brno.

Bochner Palace

This historicist Neo-Renaissance palace was built between
1864 and 1867 by the builder Josef Arnold. It is also one
of the scarce examples, where the author is known. Maybe
due to its hybrid function combining housing and admin-
istration that he designed for the Bochner brothers. Palace
served as a headquaters for adjacent factory and family
residence firstly for Bochner family and later for Stiassni
family until the 1918. “The facade of the palace is divided
into three sections crowned by volute modillions. Statues
of children placed in the window keystones are reminiscent
of other Josef Arnold’s buildings. This building is a great re-
minder of what the first phase of the development on the

Brno Ring Boulevard (Brno Ringstrafie)”'?

In this building block delimited by streets Dornych and
Pfizova, English entrepreneur Paul Neumark started his
12.  Petra Svobodova and Veronika

LukeSova, Exploring the History of the Textile

Industrialists in Brno: Léw- Beer [ Stiassni

Tugendhat, Brno 2017, p. 107.
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business. Therefore, four-storey corner building from rein-
forced concrete was erected. It was crowned with classicist
tympanum, but during the interwar period Ernst Wiesner
was supposed to take part in its later alterations.'® Wiesner’s
authorship is deduced from his work on villa for Walter V.
Neumark. At the beginning of the Second World War, the
whole complex was confiscated and sold as all the other
Jewish property. After the war the factory was nationalized
and since then called VInéna state enterprise (narodni pod-
nik VInéna). Production finally ceased around 1997 and the
buildings were sold. Today, after the recent demolition in
2017 of factory buildings, the palace remains the only wit-
ness of the turbulent history of the Bochner, Stiassni and

Neumark families.

13.  Tomas Zapletal and Andrea Brezinova,
Brno - moravsky Manchester, Brno 2014,
p. 55.
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LT0O03 LT004
Moritz Fuhrmann Factory, original plan of the mainf facade Moritz Fuhrmann Factory, state from 2005 vs. 2014
1913
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LT005 LTOO06
The Aron and Jakob Léw-Beer’s Sons Factory a similar view with leftover parts of the factory
1897 2017

28 29



LTO0O07
Bochner Palace
2014
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LT008
Pau Neumark Factory
1920’s
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