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Structure Geographies of Conflict

1. Introduction
2. Outcomes
3. Conclusions
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Ethnic Conflict Geographies of Conflict

How do we engage in conditions of conflict?
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Spatial Justice & Beyond
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Two-Part Problem

Universalization Western spatial justice and
planning theory in geographies of conflict

J.Subendran

Planning
Theory

North-East,
Sri Lanka

Geographies of Conflict

Spatial and systemic repression of the
economic, social, political, cultural and
territorial prosperity of Tamil people in the
North-East of Sri Lanka



Research Question Geographies of Conflict

How can spatial planning unlock conditions to promote a spatially-just,
contextualized and sustainable transition toward self-determination of
Tamils in the North-East of Sri Lanka?
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Context Geographies of Conflict

Fg. 10 Author: Locating Sri Lanka

World Map

South Asia

SriLanka

Population: 21.67 Min
Area: 65, 610 km?
Density: 327/km*
Capital: Colombo
Independence: 1948
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Ethnic-Composition &
Religious Practice

J.Subendran

Places of Worship

* Buddhist

* Hndu
Christian

*  Islam

Ethnic Composition
Tamil >50%

A Tamil »00%
Muslim >60%
Wusiin 00%
Sirnaliose >50%

— Sinhaldese >90%
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Moors (8-9%)

Tamils (15-18%)

21 000 000

People

Sinhalese (75%)
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North-East
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Places of Worship
Buddhist

* Hindu
Christian
© Isam

Ethnic Composition
* Tarmil >60%

A Tamil »00%
Muslim >50%
Huslim >00%
Sinhalalose >50%

— Sinhalaese >90%
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Moors (8-9%)

Tamils (15-18%)

21 000 000
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Changes of Power
through Space

Precolonial Rule of Territory
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Nation-State
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Portuguese Colonial Rule Dutch Colonial Rule British Colonial Rule
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Ethnic-Conflict

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eela
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External Displacement of Sri Lankan Tamils during Armed-Conflict
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War-Torn North-East

Internally Displaced Peoples as of 2015 Contested War Affected Regions of Sri Lanka (Hatch) and Spatial Distri-
bution of Poverty (Grey )
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Tamil Guardian: Villagers seeking release of their land after 28 years of occupation by State military.
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Tamil Guardian: Special Task Force and military surveillance during temple |
event in Mullaitivu

" The Tamil homeland is one of the most heaV|Iy-m|I|tar|zed reglon in
the world. Sri Lanka has one of the largest militaries in the world rel-

atlve to population, with the vast majority concentrated in the North-
Eas of the island" - PEARL




North-East Today

Militarization by the Numbers

1:3

Ratio of Soldiers to Civilians in Vavuniya

16/19

Division of the Sri Lankan Army are station
in the Northern Province

2009 200,000
2012 300,000
2015 400,000

Numbers within the Sri Lankan military after
the end of the armed conflict in 2009
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7 'ni Lankan State.

Poverty Rate (2016)

(3.6-6.6
‘Ethnic Composition

K Tami>50%

Miltary Activty (Camps, Bases, Checkpoints, Werrorals)
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Ji
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Transport Network
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North-East Today Geographies of Conflict

"There is no justice ... there is no trust in the
judiciary system because people don't feel
served" - Journalist from Mullaitivu
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= _ e
amil Guardian: December 2020 - The IDMC had announced around 70,000
people have been affected by the Cyclone Burevi, J

J.Subendran




J.Subendran

Urgency to Act

Spatial and systemic repression of the

economic, social, political, cultural and
territori{al prosperity of Tamil

amil people in the
( North-East of Sri Lank
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Knowledge Gap
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Knowledge Gap Geographies of Conflict

ONE

Can the Subaltern
Speak?

Spaces of Insurgent Citizenship

James Holston

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak

ties are plugged into the globe of history like capacitors: they cond|
1 conduct the currents of social time. Their layered surfaces, their
painted stucco, their wraps of concrete register the force of these
nts both as wear and as narrative. That is, city surfaces tell lime
ories, es are full of storics in time, some sedimented and catalog]
hers spoorlike, vestigial, and dispersed. Their narratives are epic
eryday: they tell of migration and production, law and laughter. rcf
on and art. Yet, although obvious, their registry is never wholly le

me of the most radical criticism coming out of the West today is the result ¢
terested desire o conserve the subject of the Wese, or the West as Subject.
cory of pluralized ‘subject-cfects’ gives an illusion of undermining subje
wereignty while often providing a cover for this sbject of knowledge.

e hiscory of Europe as Subject is narraivized by the law, political economy
cology of the West, this concealed Subject pretends it has ‘o geo-poli

; : * becrminations’. The much-publicized critique of the sovereign subject thus acty

lecause each foray into the palimpsest of city surfaces reveals only t ﬂ“e tes a Subjecr. [ will arguc for this canclusion by considering 4 text by
these relations, Once lived as irreducible to onc another, they are ; of the critique: and power: 3 ber
red as part of the multiplicity and simultancity of processes that tur Adnl Foucault and Gilles Deleuze”.

ty into an infinite geometry of superimpositions. Their identities, m : 1 have chosen this friendly exchange between two activist philosophers of his

rms, categorics, and types recombine in the gray matter of streets
furatives are, as a result, both evident and enigmatic. Knowing the
ways

cause it undoes the opposition between authoritative theoretical production
e unguarded practice of conversation, ensbling one to glimpse the trac
ology. The participants in this conversation emphasize the most impor]

> (1): 315 - 333 (May 2010 Sotza. ¥

Tight 10 twhich ¢

Which right to which city? Seeing from the South: Refocusing 22
In defence of political-strategic clarity RE-ENGAGING PLANNING THEORY? Urban Planning on the Globe’s INSURGENT PRACTICES

TOWARDS *SOUTH-EASTERN® Central Urban Issues AND DECOLONIZATION
Marcelo Lopes de Souza | RSPECTIVES
Vanessa Watson OF FUTURE(S)

Oren Yiftachel

Ben Gurion University of the Negev, Israel

bstract Faranak Miraftab

bined at tf he 19608 by Fr ofebure, Abstract
inression “(the) right to the i h
ice of this has often been

Urban planning in many r
ptio P P
ust the right to
the context of the capitalist city and on the basis of a (-

- 5 current approaches and grow: A i v
life Yes. this is what they did to Tallinn ... in a city where about 50 percent of the PP il T his chapter further daborates the concept of insurgent plan 1P} and why it needs ©

urbanisation a

mentation, particularly (but nat only

N % 4 en scrioudy in ducation, scholarship. and practice, Withoue stronge cosce
population is Russian, they simply removed all Russian signs. billboards, stzee: o e e R s
prescntative “democracy”. In contrast o this, David Harvey, an eminent names and Russian sounding businesses .. . Russian is not an official lar o | B o e e b N g i e y;unabl s il (e beomeibozreond .6l . iy
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where most of us were bom

. What is more, h Wiped out of our own ci

sis in order make politic

ond the usual academic &
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gic evaluations a recommendations invisible half of this place which still remains our homels

Jnurics and dhe implications of the resulting political and id Al shift mning
(Vadim Polischuk| between techno-manag:

ial and marketised systems.

posedly post-polieical ces, which has exposed the libera
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empt to see (partially) new ph na (such as many ¢ mporary, 8 urban populations surviving largely under co s the political philosophies tha liheral democratic and meargen
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Ul s t . “l"“““““_ ‘{“’!" whic cir® ethno-national homeland. During the 19905, following five decad : ol ~~'|' youg ‘d’ ; itk ‘ 1'" flict,ar ‘I' v held the inchion of d jective of profisional interyen
rough the lenses of sta 3 = the ‘interfece’ between thos where unprodictable encounter and cos e second section tkes 2 clos sctions
otglt the lenses ol sl Soviet rule. they began a process of “Estonization', which systematical e Lt it sl it adart oy d sec v 1
en a mi T e e B also open the possibility for exploring alternative approaches to planning through the analytic devices Lo nvired and inv aces of citizenship. |
st ategos; Thoalin 4F his poges enfranchised and marginalized the large local Russian community. He il ol of Yooe Bk f scsonr s dipuls ey miscouces o o )
kerpretation, as well as to sl ight to the city” (and the strateg es this link to planning theory? It does so very directly. as Estonizatid 5 mstead, | focus on the theorencal cou
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Knowledge Gap Geographies of Conflict

An Alternative Approach
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Alternative Approach Geographies of Conflict

Shifting discourse
Shifting approach
Shifting outcomes
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Alternative Approach

Forecasting

1. Analyze

Context
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2. Expose

Forecasting

Backcasting

4. Politicize

Backcasting

- 3. Propose

—— Desired Future

Geographies of Conflict
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Context Geographies of Conflict

O UT C O M E S
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Six Key Outcomes Geographies of Conflict
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Demand for
Acknowledging
Complexity
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Acknowledging Complexity
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Challenges on Territorial and Socioeconomic Development Geographies of Conflict

j Multi-Layered Analysis &g

[ | |
Procedure Territory Socioeconomic
| Self-Determination Self-Sufficiency Self-Development |

< Mobility g Demographics & Culture

Accessibility to Services

Poverty & Employment

Y

Challenges in North-East

\J
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Challenges on Territorial and Socioeconomic Development

J.Subendran

o
N
S

oo

ey
e W

o)

Restrained Land Use
Preserved Land for Forest & Wid Lifa
'Water Related Risk
= Saline o Brecksh Weter
.;szod Prone Areas
‘Overall Livelihood Resilience
Poor Resilience
S‘gvieo Deprived Areas
jsath andi Edsoat on Cerpivec Areas
I
Hgh-Very High
Transport Network
== Monocantric Network
—_ Prfr\ary Roads
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Highest of
IDPs in Jaffna and Vavuniya
Districts

Miitary Activity (Camps, Basss, Checkooints, Menorials}

Highest concentration of
poverty and infarmal sector
in Kilinochchi and Mullaitva
dstrots

Trincomalee and Batticalo
Districts experierce high
degres of unemgloyment
rates, esoecially amongst
women

Batticclaa holds one of the:
highest in persors in
inormal sector
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Challenges on Territorial and Socioeconomic Development

B, Geographies of Conflict
IDPs in Jaffna and Vavuniya
Districts

o * Highest concentration of
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Challenges on Territorial and Socioeconomic Development —+ Highest concentralion of
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Challenges on Procedure Geographies of Conflict

Research Reports EverydayEelam SeedsoftheRevolution Policy Analysis

o — | s

Monocentric

Fragile National Physical Planning
Policy & The Plan - 20172050

Repression of Meme

Preservative North-East SriLanka

i / Trowrs | “Why Can'tWe Go Home?”
Repressive - MEHTS | s

People for Equality and Relief in Adayaalam Center for Policy
Sri Lanka Research

—

Discussions and Interviews UNHRC Recommendations

®l’?;7}.“;.a.m

DO
DO
O

Journalist NGO NGO
Mullaitivu, Sri Toronto, Canada  Jaffna, Sri Lanka

NGO NGO Expert
Washington, USA Toronto, Canada Colombo, Sri Lanka

International Truth and Justice Project Sri Lanka TamilNation
Py - ——
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Holistic Thinking
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Anglo-Western Context &
Liberal Democracy

“the fair and equitable
distribution in space of

socially valued resources
and opportunities to use
them” (Soja 2009)

Oppressive Chauvinist
Sri Lankan State

Self
Determination

Self
Development

Geographies of Conflict
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Values of
Mixed-Method
Approach
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Values of Mixed-Method Approach Geographies of Conflict

Combining Quantitative and Qualitative
Methods & Varying Biases
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Values of Mixed-Method Approach

Quantitative

Statistical
Analysis

Transcalar
Mapping

Spatial
Analysis
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Qualitative

Literature
Review

Mixed Media
Review

Stakeholder
Analysis

Scenario
Building

Case Study

Backcasting

Socioeconomic
Analysis

Geographies of Conflict

Biases

Interviews

Lived
Experience

News/
Journalism
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Spatial Assessment

Spatial Analysis

Socioeconomic
Analysis

Statistical Analysis
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—— Mgjor Reads

Most Critical Area

High to Low

T
T
T
I HEE

1131

Geographies of Conflict

Critical Area

10-13

## Highest Potential
## Highest Vulnerability
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Conceptual Framework Geographies of Conflict

Socioeconomic
Analysis

Ethnocracy Ethnocracy

TERRITORIAL TERRITORIAL

Literature Review

Mixed Media
Review

Spatial Analysis

Interviews

Lived Experience

Ethnic-Conflict Ethnic-Conflict
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Ensuring
Contextualized
Response
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Contextualizing Actions Geographies of Conflict

How to generate contextualized change
toward the future?

Challenges — 2

g

:

k]

17

183

li? Concentrated
Non-Recognitional
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Contextualizing Actions Geographies of Conflict

How to generate contextualized change
toward the future?

Challenges — Targets

T

Q

. o
o

8

li? Concentrated _— Redistributive
Non-Recognitional _ Recognitional
— 5 | Contextualized
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Formation of Toolkit Geographies of Conflict

How to generate contextualized change
toward the future?

Challenges — Targets —_— Toolkit
Action
— 8o
g TV
— —8-U-
- o 60
§ ]
g Concentrated _ Redistributive n Procedural Actions
Non-Recognitional _— Recognitional n
— o

J.Subendran 48



Contextualized Actions

Forecasting

1. Analyze

Context

J.Subendran

2. Expose

Forecasting

Backcasting

4. Politicize

Backeasting

—— Desired Future —

Geographies of Conflict
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Provoking
Spatial-Palitical
Futures
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Forecasting Geographies of Conflict

Forecasting Forecasting Forecasting Forecasting

> 3. Propose > 4, Politicize >

1. Analyze 2. Expose
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Provoking Spatial Futures

How can spatial planning unlock conditions to promote a spatially-just,
contextualized and sustainable transition toward self-determination of
Tamils in the North-East of Sri Lanka?

Forecasting

1. Analyze 2. Expose

Context

Forecasting

J.Subendran

Backcasting

4. Politicize

Backcasting

—— Desired Future

Geographies of Conflict

Toward Self-Determination,

Self-Sufficiency and Self-
Development of Tamils in
North-East, Sri Lanka

52



Provoking Spatial Futures Geographies of Conflict

Scenario Framework

Status-Quo Shared. Tamil Eelam
Sovereignty
| I
Self-Determination Self-Determination Self-Determination
Q Q o]
o 0] (o] o o o
Self-Sufficiency Self-Development Self-Sufficiency Self-Development Self-Sufficiency Self-Development

How to envision change toward
a desired future through different
spatial-political realities?
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Spatial Provocations
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Scenario Framework

Status-Quo

Shared
Sovereignty

Tamil Eelam

Business as Usual

A>B
C

One Nation, Two Systems

A g B

D D
C

Autarky, Separate State

A
A g B
D D

Seli-Determination, Self-Development and Self-
Sufficiency of Eelam Tamils in North-East of Sri Lanka

ﬁ
Rising up the Community,

Insurgent & Counter-Practices,
Community-Led Action

8 i

Systems and Economies
of Sharing + Independent
Conditions and Peoples

® G

Complete Separation, Political,
Spatial, Procedural and Cultural
Self-Determination,

Incremental & Slow Moderate Intense & Fast
S0t Osterrinaton Sall-Detenminatian o Dotarminati
o o °
o o
Sell-Suffciency Ser-Developent

Geographies of Conflict

54



Spatial Provocations

Scenario

Spatial Future

tatus-

Cperation

Desired Future

Business as Usual

A>B
C

Self-Determination, Self-
Development and Self-
Sufficiency of Eelam Tamils
in North-East of Sri Lanka

Action

v

Rising up the Community,

Insurgent & Counter-Practices,

Community-Led Action

Incremental & Slow

J.Subendran

Mobility

1 At P

Geographies of Conflict

Self-Determination

o]
Sufficiency

[o]

o
Self-Development
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Spatial Provocations

Spatial Future

Cperation

Desired Future

Business as Usual

A>B
C

Self-Determination, Self-
Development and Self-
Sufficiency of Eelam Tamils
in North-East of Sri Lanka

Action

v

Rising up the Community,

Insurgent & Counter-Practices,

Community-Led Action

Incremental & Slow
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Self-Determination

[o}
Seif-Sufficiency

o

o
Self-Development
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Spatial Provocations
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Shared
Sovereignty

Operation

Desired Future

One Nation, Two Systems

A s B

D D
C

Self-Determination, Self-
Development and Self-
Sufficiency of Eelam Tamils
in North-East of Sri Lanka

Action

. i

Systems and Economies
of Sharing + Independent
Conditions and Peoples

Progress

Moderate
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Mobility

Nalure Basad R

Regenerative/Product

Adminstrative Boundaries
DistoT Boundary
Settiements
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Self-Determination
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Seif-Sufiiciency
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Self-Development

57



Spatial Provocations

Scenario

Spatial Future

Co-Existing

Operation

Desired Future

One Nation, Two Systems

A s B

D D
C

Self-Determination, Self-
Development and Self-
Sufficiency of Eelam Tamils
in North-East of Sri Lanka

Action

. i

Systems and Economies
of Sharing + Independent
Conditions and Peoples

Progres

Moderate
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Self-Determination
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o

o
Seff-Development
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Spatial Provocations

Tamil Eelam

S
3
3
g
S

Autarky, Separate State

B g 2

D D

Desired Future

Self-Determination, Self-
Development and Self-
Sufficiency of Eelam Tamils
in North-East of Sri Lanka

Action

@ G

Complete Separation,
Political, Spatial, Procedural
and Cultural Self-
Determination,

Progress

Intense & Fast
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Spatial Provocations

Scenario

Tamil Eelam

Spatial Future

Operation

Autarky, Separate State

B g 2

D D

Desired Future

Self-Determination, Self-
Development and Self-
Sufficiency of Eelam Tamils
in North-East of Sri Lanka

Action

® G

Complete Separation,
Political, Spatial, Procedural
and Cultural Self-
Determination,

Progress

Intense & Fast
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Defining a Pathway to Change

Forecasting

1. Analyze

Context
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2. Expose

Forecasting

Backcasting

Backcasting

- 3. Propose

—— Desired Future —

Geographies of Conflict
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Operationalizing Change Geographies of Conflict

How to operationalize a pathway of change and
accelerate the transition toward self-determination of the
North-East and Eelam Tamils?
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Defining Pathways to Change

$2: Tamil Eelam
Self-Determination
o
o o
Self-Sufficiency Self-Development

S2: Shared Sovereignty
Self-Determination

Q

e} (e]
Self-Sufficiency Self-Development

$1: Status Quo
Self-Determination

Q

e} (e]
Self-Sufficiency Self-Development

J.Subendran

Towards Liberation,
Self-determination and Spatial
Justice in Sri Lanka's North-East

Limtied growth due to project

energy, economic systems

Limtied growth due to current
oporessve and discrimintatory
Sri Lankan state framework

dependencies on nfrastructural,

S3

S2

St

Time
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Steps to Change
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Defining Steps toward Change
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Accelerating Change Geographies of Conflict

How to accelerate pathways toward each
projected spatial provocation?

J.Subendran 67



Accelerating Change
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Generators of Change
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Accelerating Change
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Accelerator Projects
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Applied Spatial Acti

Facilitating decentralized health care network, with
hierarchy accessibility of health care service, i.e.
clinics, ER, and pharmacies

Increase access to local fresh food

Increasing access to local employment
opportunities

Promoting diverse land use, to ensure both
ecological and socioeconomic prosperity

Create food hubs (markets) within the city to
increase accessibility to fresh produce and
promote local econcmies

Faclitating local capacity building, by creating
spaces for knowledge exchange between skilled
professionals, experts and community,

_Articulating pedestrian friendlly mcbility netwofk

such as bike lanes within the city, and frequent
grosswalks

‘Transtorming residual spao&s to ensure increased
acoess to senvices, leisure, employment and
health
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Networks of Care
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Care Initiative

This project involves initiating social programs for
women led households such as daycare services
and vocational training to enable access to better
livelihood opporunities. This initiative is for and run
by these women, which aims to operate through an
exchange program that consists of co-operative
type operation where each individual is responsible
for maintenace and operation of the initiative. This
allows a continuous cycle of women being able to
seek livelihood and training opporunities while their
family memebers can be cared for such as children
eldery and disabled family.
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ecological and socioeconomic prosperity

Create food hubs (markets) within the city to
increase accessibility to fresh produce and
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Impact on Daily Life
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$1: Status Quo

Limited capacity
due to current
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ability to access
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better services
and quality of
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Significant
improvement
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to capacity
building, training,
daycare facilities
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Possible Spatial Futures Geographies of Conflict
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Challenging Western Hegemony

Forecasting
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Context
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2. Expose

Forecasting

Backcasting

4. Politicize

Backcasting

- 3. Propose

—— Desired Future
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CONCLUSIONS
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Conclusions Geographies of Conflict

How can spatial planning unlock conditions to
promote a spatially-just, contextualized and
sustainable transition toward self-determination of
Tamils in the North-East of Sri Lanka?
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Alternative Approach
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Operationalizing Complexity
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Seif-Development
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Manifesting Change

Care Initiative

t. This project involves initiating social programs for
women led households such as daycare services
and vocational training to enable access to better
livelihood opporunities. This initiative is for and run
by these women, which aims to operate through an
exchange program that consists of co-operative
type operation where each individual is responsible
for maintenace and operation of the initiative. This
allows a continuous cycle of women being able to
seek livelihood and training opporunities while their
family memebers can be cared for such as children
eldery and disabled family.
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New Conceptual Direction
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Conclusions Geographies of Conflict

Further Research?
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Conclusions Geographies of Conflict

Contributing to current planning
practice and discourse.
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From Linear to Organic Geographies of Conflict
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