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LIST OF RESEARCH OBSERVATIONS

MIGRATION IS PART OF POLITICAL DEBATE

MIGRATION IS DIVERSE

MIGRATION IS INVISIBLE IN THE CITYSCAPE

MIGRATION IS PART OF SOCIETAL DEBATE

MIGRATION IS A MEGATREND

THE TEMPORARINESS OF MIGRATION IS FICTION

FLUCTUATIONS IN MIGRATION NUMBERS DESIRE FLEXIBILITY



MID-2022 WE HAVE REACHED 
THE 100 MILLION MARK OF 
FORCIBLY DISLACED PEOPLE 
WORLDWIDE

- UNHCR

2000 2007 20222013

MIGRATION IS MIGRATION IS 
A MEGATRENDA MEGATREND
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MID-2022 WE HAVE REACHED 
THE 100 MILLION MARK OF 
FORCIBLY DISLACED PEOPLE 
WORLDWIDE

- UNHCR

2000 2007 20222013
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MULTIPLE REASONS
research

internationalization recent events climate migration

10
Complex Projects 
Bodies & Building Berlin
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NEW ARCHITYPE
research

1
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migration court

SLIDE TITLE

MIGRATION IS MIGRATION IS 
DIVERSEDIVERSE
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DIVERSE REASONS TO DISPLACE
research

war or 
opression

better 
opportunities

climate study or work family, friends 
or love
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DISPLACED PEOPLE
research

displaced person: someone who has been 
forced to leave the place where they live, 
especially because of war or oppression or 
natural disaster.
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USER-CENTRIC APPROACH
research
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MIGRATION IS MIGRATION IS 
INVISIBLEINVISIBLE

  

IN THE CITYSCAPEIN THE CITYSCAPE
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BUDEL

TER APEL

LEA

COURT

COURT

LAF
BAMF

BAMF
LEA

LAF

LAF

on the edges of the country... or scattered through the city

ON THE EDGES OF SOCIETY
research

map of The Netherlands map of Berlin
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DIFFERENT LOCATIONS FOR ONE PROCESS
introduction
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PRIORITY AND PROMINENCE
research

!
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MIGRATION IS MIGRATION IS 
PART OF             PART OF             ..

POLITICAL DEBATEPOLITICAL DEBATE
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PART OF THE POLITICAL DEBATE
research
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DURABLE BUILDING
research

long-term
building

short-term
politics

4

100
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MIGRATION IS MIGRATION IS 
PART OFPART OF

SOCIETAL DEBATESOCIETAL DEBATE
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PART OF THE SOCIETAL DEBATE
research

social isolationdigitalization fear of others

Germansfirst
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HIGH-ACCEPTANCE FOR DIVERSITY
research

known as the migration 
neighbourhood of Berlin

map of Berlin,
% of population with migration background
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TEMPORARINESS TEMPORARINESS 
IS FICTIONIS FICTION
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RESEARCH
research

WW2
1980s

1990s

2010s

labor shortage, guest 
workers from Southern 

Euorpean countries

displaced people from conflict 
zones, such as Afghanistan, 
Iraq and former Yugoslavia

large influx of migrants following the 
fall of the Wall from the former Soviet 

Union and within the country

since 1989, Germany has 
continued to receive a large 
number of displaced people from 
various regions

2015

European Migrant Crisis

BERLIN WALL
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PERMANENT FACE
research

arriving court

 MIGRATION COURT

resettlement 
procedure
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FLUCTUATIONS FLUCTUATIONS 
DESIRE FLEXIBILITYDESIRE FLEXIBILITY
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FLUCTUATIONS DUE TO EVENTS
research
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FLUCTUATIONS IN SEASONS
research
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FLEXIBLE BUILDING
research

arriving

interview

SCENARIO A

arriving

interview

SCENARIO B
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FROM RESEARCH OBSERVATIONS TO 
BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

MIGRATION IS PART OF POLITICAL DEBATE

MIGRATION IS DIVERSE

MIGRATION IS INVISIBLE IN THE CITYSCAPE

MIGRATION IS PART OF SOCIETAL DEBATE

MIGRATION IS A MEGATREND

THE TEMPORARINESS OF MIGRATION IS FICTION

FLUCTUATIONS IN MIGRATION NUMBERS 
DESIRE FLEXIBILITY

NEW ARCHITYPE

USER-CENTRIC

PRIORITY

DURABILITY

SOCIAL INCLUSIVITY

PERMANENT FACE

FLEXIBILITY



ONE ONE 
BUILDINGBUILDING
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research

RESEARCH QUESTION

How can a building treat displaced 
people in a societal inclusive way while 

maintaining institutional efficiency?

? ?
?

? ?
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research

USER-CENTRIC

?
! !

!

! !!!
!
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COMPLEX PROJECTS GRADUATION STUDIO
design brief

10
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design brief

DESIGN BRIEF

BERLIN’S MIGRATION COURT

migration
court

migration
institutions

PROGRAM SITECLIENT

ARRIVAL

WELLBEING

SUPPORT

INTERVIEWRETURN

COURT

Different appearance

Collaboration

10
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Bodies & Building Berlin
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CLIENT



design brief

LAF LEA

CLIENT MATRIX

INITIATOR
GERMAN 

GOVERNMENT

CLIENT
BERLIN 

GOVERNMENT

STAKEHOLDERS
VERWALTUNGSGERICHT, 

BAMF, LAF, LEA

USERS
PUBLIC, EMPLOYEES, 
DISPLACED PEOPLE

BAMFVERWALTUNGS
GERICHT
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client

PROCEDURE OVERVIEW

REGISTER FOR ASYLUM INTERVIEW DECISION

APPROVED ASYLUM

DENIED ASYLUM
ASYLUM CLAIM 

AT LAF

ARRIVAL 
PROCEDURE AT 

LAF

REGISTER FOR 
ASYLUM AT 

BAMF

APPLY FOR 
ASYLUM AT BAMF 

VIA INTERVIEW
MADE BY BAMF

APPEAL IN 
COURT

RETURN 
COUNSELING

RESIDENCE DOCUMENTS 
AT AUSLÄNDERBEHÖRDE

START INTEGRATION

ARRIVE

medical 
check-up and 
vaccination

arrival 
certification

apply for 
social benefits

POSSIBLE 
RELOCATION

police check

asylum claim

BAMF

court

LAF

LEA
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 client

RESETTLEMENT INSTITUTIONS OVERVIEW

BUNDESMINISTERIUM DES INNERN UND FÜR HEIMAT
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR

BUNDESAMT FÜR MIGRATION UND FLÜCHTELINGE
FEDERAL OFFICE FOR MIGRATION AND REFUGEES

LANDESAMT FÜR FLÜCHTLINGSANGELEGENHEITEN
STATE OFFICE FOR REFUGEE AFFAIRS

LANDESAMT FÜR EINWANDERUNG 
(AUSLÄNDERBEHÖRDE)

IMMIGRATION OFFICE

FEDERAL LEVEL: GERMANY

STATE LEVEL: BERLIN

BMI

BAMF

LAF

LEA

BAMF

court

LAF

LEA

10
Complex Projects 
Bodies & Building Berlin

47



client

RESETTLEMENT INSTITUTIONS OVERVIEW

FEDERAL LEVEL: GERMANY

STATE LEVEL: BERLIN

BMI

BAMF

LAF

LEA

registers new claims and handles the arrival 
procedure

provides residence documents

determines domestic policy

handles and decides on the asylum application

BAMF

court

LAF

LEA
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client

 25.2 months
average of start until final decision (incl. possible court procedure)

PROCEDURE TIMELINE

REGISTER FOR ASYLUM INTERVIEW DECISION APPEAL IN 
COURT

A

B

ARRIVING DURING OPENING HOURS: 
8:00-16:00

ARRIVING AFTER OPENING HOURS: 
16:00-22:00

police check
register

asylum claim

medical 
check-up and 
vaccination

arrival 
certification

sleeping spot at 
arrival location

apply for 
social benefits

register 
for asylum at 

BAMF

relocationinititial health 
check

night arrivals 
sleeping facility

C ARRIVING AFTER OPENING HOURS: 
22:00-8:00

night arrivals 
sleeping facility A

interview

1 or 2 days up to 2 weeks

decision

appeal in 
court

6.6 months 26.1 months

10
Complex Projects 
Bodies & Building Berlin

49



RESEARCH
client

daily arrivals stay in Berlin

260 130

go to court

52

other migrants

40

1 or 2 days 
up to 2 
weeks

6.6 
months

26.1 
months

10
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Bodies & Building Berlin

50



design brief

LAF LEA

CLIENT CONCLUSION MATRIX

INITIATOR
GERMAN 

GOVERNMENT

CLIENT
BERLIN 

GOVERNMENT

STAKEHOLDERS
VERWALTUNGSGERICHT, 

BAMF, LAF, LEA

USERS
PUBLIC, EMPLOYEES, DIS-

PLACED PEOPLE

BAMFVERWALTUNGS
GERICHT

efficient collaboration optimal work 
environment

flexibile integration

10
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design brief

PROGRAM

arriving court

resettlement procedure

10
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BRINGING THE PROGRAM TOGETHER
introduction

BAMF LAF
LEA court

public 
areas
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BRINGING THE PROGRAM TOGETHER
introduction

procedural
facilities

resettlement
support

supporting facilities 
for procedure

migration court

public areas

building functionalities 
+ extern circulation

31.031 m2

26.3%

5.2%

9.5%

4.5%

12.5%

22.6%

19.4% arrival shelter
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BAMF

LAF

LEA

circulation

LAF

circulation
volunteers

LEA

integration

well-being
independent institutions

circulation

supporting facilities

court

court facilities
circulation

public areas

 supporting facilities 
for procedure

building functionalities 
+ extern circulation
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introduction

ONE BUILDING

COURT + 
INSTITUTIONS

ARRIVAL 
SHELTER

ARRIVAL

WELLBEING

SUPPORT

INTERVIEWRETURN

COURT

Different appearance

Collaboration

ARRIVAL

WELLBEING

SUPPORT

INTERVIEWRETURN

COURT
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introduction

USER NEEDS

displaced employees public
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research

USER NUMBERS & PROGRAM

BAMF LAF LEA

1801 560 540

2 average of 13 
volunteers on 
regular basis 

per LAF shelter

  1 8.300 total:
  2.800 HQ,
  5.500 in ca.     
  60 locations

police

65

court

120

202

volunteers

daily arrivals stay in Berlin

260 130

go to court

52

other migrants

40

200

visitors

other

80
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research

OVERVIEW PROGRAM PROCES PER USER

new arrivals

interviewees

waiters for asylum

approved asylum

appeal in court

employee of 
institution

employee of court

volunteer

denied asylum

public

waiting area

waiting area

waiting area

registration health facilities

register desk interview offices

certificate

integration 
course

police check

other migrants

recharge facilities

language 
course

primary 
education

federal employment 
agency

foreigners’ 
registration offices

counseling support
independent 
institutions

Willkommensklassen

register security secured 
waiting area courtroom other court 

facilities

return support secured return facilitiessecurity

security

offices lounge

residence permit 
issuance

canteen meeting rooms administration

judge offices robing roomcourtrooms meeting rooms

creative space meeting rooms Wohnstube

exhibition space

judicial lounge

liberty square café

visa service desk EU blue card 
service desk

other relocation 
help

arrival shelter + 
social benifts
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design brief

PROGRAM CONCLUSION MATRIX

efficient

clear 
wayfinding

public 
function

user well-
being

procedural
facilities

resettlement
support

supporting facilities 
for procedure

migration court

public areas

building functionalities 
+ extern circulation

31.031 m2

26.3%

5.2%

9.5%

4.5%

12.5%

22.6%

19.4% arrival shelter
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BAMF

LAF

LEA

circulation

LAF

circulation
volunteers

LEA

integration

well-being
independent institutions

circulation

supporting facilities

court

court facilities
circulation

public areas

 supporting facilities 
for procedure

building functionalities 
+ extern circulation
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SITE



SITE OVERVIEW

XL
CITY OF
BERLIN

L
S-BAHN 
REGION

M
OSTBAHNHOF TO

 ST.-THOMAS-KIRCHE

S
SPREE AND

MAUER

research the ambitions to determine 
requirements for potential sites

urban analysis for 
3 site options

detailed analysis for 
chosen site
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WHY    GERMANY?



GERMANY IS WORLD’S 3RD TOP HOST COUNTRY
site
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1939

1945

1919

1945

1945

1919

1919

1919

1919

1919

site

GERMANY’S WILLKOMMENSKULTUR
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WHY         BERLIN?



site

OPEN, DIVERSE CITY

28%

1 OF 3.5 MILLION INHABITANTS 
HAVE A MIGRATION BACKGROUND
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site

BERLIN: MIGRATION BACKGROUND
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site

BERLIN: THE ROLE OF THE MAUER
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site

BERLIN AS THE ARRIVAL CITY
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WHY     KREUZBERG?



known as the migration 
neighbourhood of Berlin

map of Berlin,
% of population with migration background

KREUZBERG: A MIGRANT NEIGHBOURHOOD - NOW
site
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site

KREUZBERG: A MIGRANT NEIGHBOURHOOD - THEN
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WHY HERE?



PRIORITY
site
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ORIENTATION
site

OSTBAHNHOF

MERCEDES-BENZ ARENA

KOTTBUSSER TOR
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GREAT ACCESSIBILITY
site
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HISTORY OF LOCATION
site
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BROWN FIELD
site
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SITE PLAN
site
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design brief

SITE CONCLUSION MATRIX

!

priority symbolic integration environmentalaccessibility integrationsymbolic visibility

!

priority symbolic integration

environmentalaccessibility visibility

XL
CITY OF
BERLIN

L
S-BAHN 
REGION

M
OSTBAHNHOF TO

 ST.-THOMAS-KIRCHE

S
SPREE AND

MAUER

XL
CITY OF
BERLIN

L
S-BAHN 
REGION

M
OSTBAHNHOF TO

 ST.-THOMAS-KIRCHE

S
SPREE AND

MAUER

sustainable 
development
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OVERVIEW
design brief

PROGRAM SITECLIENT

ARRIVAL

WELLBEING

SUPPORT

INTERVIEWRETURN

COURT

Different appearance

Collaboration
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URBAN ANALYSIS
site

10
Complex Projects 
Bodies & Building Berlin

84



URBAN ANALYSIS
site
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URBAN ZONING PLAN
site
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BUILDING TESTS
concept
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ONE BUILDING
concept
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COURTYARDS FOR VISUAL CONNECTION
concept
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COURTYARD AS ELEMENT
concept

courtyard
waiting
offices
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INNER STREET
concept
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ENTRANCE
concept
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FORM IN THE CONTEXT
concept
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concept

SPREE

PARK

FORM IN THE CONTEXT
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LEVELS
concept

employees
functional
open
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concept

CONTRASTING MATERIALISATION

wood structure
steel structure - open facade
steel structure - closed facade
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CHARACTERS OF COURTYARDS
concept

employees
private
public
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USER FLOWS
concept

displaced
employees
court
public
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USER PERSPECTIVES
implementation

displaced courtemployee public
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DISPLACED PERSPECTIVE



SITE PLAN
implementation

OSTBAHNHOF
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THE PROPOSED BRIDGE
implementation
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URBAN IMPLEMENTATION
implementation
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ARRIVING ON SITE
implementation
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THROUGH THE PARK
implementation
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THROUGH THE PARK
implementation
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MAIN ENTRANCE
implementation
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INNER STREET
implementation
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SECTION MODEL
implementation
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INSIDE STREET SECTION
implementation
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WELCOME TO GERMANY
implementation
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MAIN ENTRANCE
implementation
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implementation

MAIN ENTRANCE
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implementation

VISIBILITY OF COURTYARDS
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COURTYARDS
implementation
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DEPARTMENT ADDRESS
implementation
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SECURITY
implementation
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EMPLOYEE PERSPECTIVE



ARRIVING ON SITE
implementation
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ARRIVING BY CAR
implementation

+0
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ARRIVING ON SITE
implementation
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ARRIVING VIA NORTH ENTRANCE
implementation
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STREET SECTION
implementation
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COURTYARDS SECTION
implementation
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STREET COURTYARD RELATION
implementation
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TOP GROUND FLOOR PLAN 1:200
implementation

+4000
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SKY BRIDGE
implementation

+10000
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INNER STREET
implementation
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COLLABORATION
implementation

+10000
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FLEXIBLE WORKSPACES
implementation
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EMPLOYEE ROOFTOP
implementation
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COURT PERSPECTIVE



SECTION ENTRANCE
implementation
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COURT

ACCENT IN FORM
implementation
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FOURTH FLOOR PLAN
implementation

+18000
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COURTROOM
implementation
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PUBLIC PERSPECTIVE



LIBERTY SQUARE
implementation
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SPREE SIT STAIRS
implementation
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TOP GROUND FLOOR PLAN 1:200
implementation

+4000
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SUPPORTING FUNCTIONS
implementation
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SCENARIOS IN 
FLEXIBILITY



BACKLOG IN A SINGLE DEPARTMENT
implementation

First floor | +6000 Second floor | +10000 Third floor | +14000
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FLEXIBILE ELEMENT
implementation
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SMALL BACKLOG: MUF SHELTER
implementation

UP TO 7 DAYS 
SHELTER

NIGHT ARRIVALS
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MEDIUM BACKLOG: TWO ARRIVAL DEPARTMENTS
implementation
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BIG BACKLOG: PARKING LOT AS TEMPORARY SHELTER
implementation
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BIG BACKLOG: UPSCALE MUF
implementation
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CONSTRUCTION AXO
development
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CONSTRUCTION AXO
development
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development

BUILDING PERFORMANCE

sustainable 
comfort

adaptability
in use

durability
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CLIMATE SECTION
development

10
Complex Projects 
Bodies & Building Berlin

154



INTERIOR FRAGMENT 1:50
development
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MATERIALS
development
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CRITICAL DETAILS
development
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FACADE FRAGMENT 1:20
development
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MATERIALS
development
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ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS
development
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FACADE PRINCIPLES
development
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MODEL
implementation
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MODEL
implementation
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SLAT FACADE
development
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DETAIL B
development
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conclsuion

RESEARCH QUESTION

How can a building treat displaced 
people in a societal inclusive way while 

maintaining institutional efficiency?

? ?
?

? ?
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CONCLUSION
conclusion

arriving court

 MIGRATION COURT

resettlement 
procedure
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CONCLUSION
conclusion
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INCLUSIVE DESIGN
conclusion

is responding to 
the users needs

program

environmental 
pscyhology

diversity of 
users
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AI WEIWEI
“People of different cultures and backgrounds have to learn 

to live with eachother.”



THANK YOU!
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CIRCULATION
implementation
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CIRCULATION
implementation
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AXO FLOORS
implementation
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