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Hidden gem



Landbouwbelang



1939

The association needs a 
warehouse for grain storage 
and the processing of 
cereals, and orders the 
construction of an industrial 
complex with a silo on the 
location of the former 
monastery. The building 
process was completed 
after World War II

1958-63

In 1958, the east canopy of 
the warehouse was 
extended which was 
followed by construction of 
the storage shed and 
renovation of the south 
facade in 1962 and 1963 
respectively. 

1990

The vacant premises are 
occupied for cultural 
events by Insitu and 
Toneelgroup Maastricht. 

2004

The municipality of 
Maastricht agrees on the 
Masterplan Belvédère, 
which foresees the 
redevelopment of the 
semi-industrial area 
around the squat into a 
dynamic new cultural 
quarter.

2013

A new vision on the 
redevelopment
of the area is published by 
the municipality. Landbou-
wbelang is described as a 
‘provisional zone for art 
experiments and the 
creative industry.

1941

The original building of 
Landbouwbelang which 

is the large southern 
volume was completed in 

1941.

1970

The association closes the 
warehouses due to limited 
opportunities of expansion. 

The northern part is 
acquired by the nearby 

papermill. 

2002

A group of squatters 
decide to occupy the 

building. The �rst living 
spaces and artist studios are 

constructed on the river 

2009

The owner announces a 
plan to evict the squat-

ters and transform the 
building into luxury 

apartments. In the 
meantime, the squatters
open the �rst give-away 

store in
Maastricht,

2019

The inhabitants have 
developed a vision paper 
including a proposal for 
the future of the project.

1209

The monastry of the order 
of St. Anthony is founded 
on the same location as 
Landbouwbelang.

2017

Despite the criminalization 
of squatting in 2010, the 

Maastricht city council 
adopts a proposal

to acknowledge the 
importance of Landbou-

wbelang and invites them 
to develop a plan for 

Landbouwbelang

2020
-present

A tender and ambition 
document  is launched 

by the muncipality for 
redevelopment of 
Landbouwbelang 

through competitive 
dialogue. 

1848

The monastry is 
destroyed in its entirety.



Structural composition



Landbouwbelang : then



Landbouwbelang : then



Landbouwbelang : now

A Backstage of cultural production



Landbouwbelang : now

A Backstage of cultural production



Landbouwbelang : now

A Backstage of cultural production



Peeking behind the wall..



Understanding LBB

Work
-Artist /Makers studios

Live
-Living spaces

Play
-Venue hall
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A shift in persepctive





Structural typologies

Dense column grid Concrete Silos Concrete portals and trusses



Crafting formal spaces



Leftovers and thresholds



Removals



Additions based on space 
requirements



Fragmented yet hollistic



Stage vestibules

Legend
1. Sunken court

2. Main west entrance
3. Entrance vestibule stage

4. Toilet
5. Toilets & changing rooms
6. Performance art rehearsal

space
7. Lockers

8. North theatre stage vestibule
9. North entrance

10. Theatre backstage
11. Theatre

12. Green room
13. Atrium

14. Exhibition/Gallery stage space
15. Exhibition backstage extension

16. Exhibition Stage vestibule
17. Exhibition backstage

New addition
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Gallery Vestibule West entrance Vestibule Theatre vestibule
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Stage vestibules



West entrance vestibule

Legend
1. Sunken court
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Legend
1. Lower entrance

2. Fire escape
3. Information desk

4. Lower stage vestibule
5. Toilets
6. Kitchen
7. Canteen

8. South Entrance
9. Coworking spaces

10. Cafe / Bar
11. Main hall / stage space

12. East entrance
13. LBB nightclub

14. Backstage appropriable
15. Admin

16. Sunken court
New addition
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Ground level plan



Gallery Vestibule
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Theatre Vestibule
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Central atrium



Structural alterations
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Central stage space - Atrium



Backstage interactions



Action-reaction



Action-reaction



Action-reaction



Internal set assembly
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13Legend
1. Artworks mounted on metal mesh anchored to 
existing sill element
2. Metal brackets to fix timber frames
3. 100x200 mm thk Treated timber frames
4. 20mm cement fibre board substrate for acous-
tic plaster
5. Pre coated acoustic supporting panel with 
structural adhesive
6. BASWA base coat gauged using 6mm noteched 
trowel
7. Reused existing concrete sill element 
8. 300x800mm existing reinforced concrete beam 
9. 200x200mm thk treated timber frame
10. Vinyl trimfor corner beading
11. profile cove lighting on frames
12. 1000x200mm thk treated timber frame with 
vinyl trim
13. Vinyl edge trim with substrate



Second floor level

Legend
          1. Balcony

2. Performance art space
3. Toilets

4. Appropriable space along stages
5. East stage balcony

New addition
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Legend
1. Mixed media backstage space
2. Enclosed appropriable space

3. Toilets
4. Large visual arts production space
5. Performance art production space

New addition
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Third floor level







Section through the spine
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Section  through differnt structural typologies



EXIT





Polyurathane spray foam insulation



External facade fragment



Details of the facade
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Wall fragment

Elevation Section
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Front elevation
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Night transformation



Fragment : concrete panel plinth



Climatic scheme - cooling/Summer



Climatic scheme - Heating / winter



Demolished
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The threshold between islands
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Lynchian :  Image of the city



Identification and congregation of 
nodes



Historical preview



Historical preview
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T Master mobility



Mobility layers around and 
along the void

Tram
Pedestrians
Cyclists
Restricted vehichles



Removed
New







Section 1

Section 2



A Stage set of 
public life



Landbouwbelang is 
unique, diverse, curious and open to all. 

Reflection




