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introduction

This book, together with the essay on
Weiterbauen, comprises the work on my
graduation project. The essay forms the main
part of my research and focusses on the
positions of three architects concerning the
attitude of Weiterbauen, providing a basis for
my own architectural position on building in
an existing context. This book portrays the
design process of my graduation project,
a shelter for the homeless embedded in
the streets of Bressoux. Using a selection
of drawings and studies from throughout
the year, various stages of the process and
corresponding decisions are highlighted,
explaining the evocation of the design.

Firstly, notes of two site visits are included: a
visit to the night shelter of Perspektief in Delft,
and a visit to Pension van Schoonhoven in
Antwerp. These visits have provided me
with valuable input for the design, ranging
from very hands-on experience with certain
materials to insights in the routines and
wishes of the users.

The second part consists of a selection of
drawings and studies that chronologically
show my design process of a shelter in
Bressoux, divided in two themes: embedding
and domesticity.

The first theme can be seen as the search for
a way to integrate the shelter in the streets of
Bressoux, developing my own position whilst
similtaneously working on the essay.

The second theme concerns domesticity, an
important luxury that | believe a homeless
shelter should provide to its users. Since
these kind of buildings can ask for a quite
‘hufterproof’ design, this theme can be seen
as a search for robust, sturdy domesticity.

The final drawing set is also included, showing
how the different themes and considerations
have come together in the final design. This
part of the book is roughly structured as a serial
vision through the project. After the floor plans,
showing the project in its entirety, the different
kinds of drawings are grouped per building
(part), ranging from sections to facade drawings
and from impressions to details.

Finally, a reflection on the project is enclosed,
looking back at the process and considering my
goals, my used methods, my formulated position
and the relevance of the project.



site visit notes

site visit notes at Perspektief Delft 6



7 site visit notes at Pension van Schoonhoven



design process ‘embedding’

completing the building block, integrating
existing houses but keeping them recognisable 8



Rue Raymond Rue de Porto
Geenen

completing the building block, offices as a central
9 nave and a preschool in a shed-like volume



trying out a possible morphology and
window rhythm corresponding to neighbours 10



different possibilities in shape:
1 the context does not dictate a solution
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facade studies: what to continue?
how much can it be? how much is too much? 12



continuing the plinths, rhythm and material use,
preschool as a collection of houses under one roof
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research into recurring and characteristic elements 14



15 what to mimick? what to emphasise?



Be5l

steps in the facade design of the night shelter
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17 steps in the facade design of the apartments



buttresses
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refe<r/ring to the rhythm with ‘negative

18

clearer entrances with opportunities to sit down



design process ‘sturdy domesticity’

a living room between the street and the square,
19 collective functions in the representative house



relating to the grain size of the street?
communal function as border, lots of outside space? 20



21

seating areas close to the street, everyone an
own bedroom, and interchangeable rooms for
flexibility with changing inhabitants




ceiling height differences, wooden ceilings and
extended living space 22
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widening the corridor and adding loggia’s to sit, talk,
23 smoke, and look at the street from a new perspective



studies into a gallery that provides privacy
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25

important references: coming home

Happel Cornelisse Verhoeven
Cadix Housing

Bovenbouw Architectuur
Apartment building in the docklands



coming home, protection from the rain, a place to sit
a lighter volume behind the gallery, a bit too serious 26



drawing set final design

27 situation drawing






29 ground floor plan
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first floor plan
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second floor plan
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third floor plan
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37 fourth floor plan
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roof drawing
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floor+2 | s . A

i load bearing wall - load bearing column
V stability wall shaft

V main beam ’ secondary beam
floor +1
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construction plans 40



41

construction plans
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facade drawings Rue Foidart
and Rue de Porto 42



43 facade fragment of the night shelter



afschot

sparingen dichten ) —— vegetatiemat
na verankering substraatlaag 150 mm
waterhol \ ‘ ‘ drainagelaag 40 mm
kitvoeg beschermingslaag
| baanvormige dakbedekking
drukvaste isolatie op afschot
o | houtvezelisolatie vlak 200 mm

open stootvoeg s . ° _______

b ‘ p (drukvast, A = 0,040 W/mK) |
tbv. vochtafvoer (1 per m?) y dampremmende laag

regenpijp doorstekend
tot hoogte afdekband

waterkerende laag

vegetatievrije zone
met olivijn

RVS verankering

betonsteen 100 mm
staand gemetseld

cellenbeton

betonsteen 100 mm
luchtspouw 40 mm
houtvezelisolatie 160 mm
(A = 0,040 W/mK)
betonsteen 100 mm

dakbeschot 40 mm
balken 100x240 mm

roof edge detail of the night shelter
(scaled from 1:5 to 1:10) 44




100

160

kalkzandsteen blokken, dragend, 100 mm
houtvezelisolatie 160 mm (A = 0,040 W/mK)
waterwerende laag

luchtspouw 40 mm

metselwerk, rode betonsteen,

halfsteens verband, 100 mm

— hoekijzer

—naaddichting

—— dagkant, rood geschilderd

45

kalkmortel - drievoudig isolerend glas

prefab betonnen waterslag— —valbeveiligingsstang, metaal,
rood geschilderd

horizontal window detail of the night shelter
(scaled from 1.5 to 1:10)
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section over the passage of the night shelter leading
to the preschool, with the garden, locker canopy
47 and seating in the back



integrated benches and daylight in
the corridor and loggia of the night shelter 48



bedroom in the night shelter with a tiled floor,
49 view on the street and red window framing
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corner of Rue Foidart and Rue de Porto with the entrance
to the restaurant and red drainpipes and awnings 50
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160

40

100

110

[ kalkzandsteen blokken, dragend, 100 mm

houtvezelisolatie 160 mm (A = 0,040 W/mK)
waterwerende laag

luchtspouw 40 mm T g

metselwerk, rode baksteen, . N

tegelverband, 100 mm N\ S
AN L2

A

doorlopende

stootvoeg

51

——rode baksteen, hoek geslepen

rode baksteen 100 mm,
in halfsteens verband

doorlopende stootvoeg

horizontal corner detail
(scaled from 1.5 to 1:10)



the social restaurant with an entrance
on the corner of the street 52



entrances to the apartments and garden,
with a pattern marking the passage and awnings
53 that indicate a difference in function
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section over the passage of the apartments,
55 the garden, locker canopy and the courtyard
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56

facade fragment of the apartments



isolatie gesloten cel 10 mm

buisprofiel @ 22 mm
met aangelaste spijlen @ 15 mm

prefab betonelement —‘

kitvoeg op rugvulling

hoekstaal

open stootvoeg tbv. vochtafvoer
(1 per m?

baksteen staand gemetseld 100 mm
geventileerde luchtspouw 40 mm
waterwerende laag
houtvezelisolatie 160 mm

(A = 0,040 W/mK)

zonwering, uitvalscherm,
uitval 600 mm, gestreept doek

drievoudig isolerend glas

—— keramische tegels 20 mm

——drukvaste isolatieplaten 125 mm
houtkanaalplaat 280 mm

minerale wol 40 mm

cementdekvloer met vloerverwarming 70 mm
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100

115

114

171

first floor - facade detail
(scaled from 1.5 to 1:10)

flexibele voegvulling

naaddichting

geschilderde lat

verzwaring kanaalplaat tbv. contactgeluidsisolatie

perforaties tbv. akoestiek onderliggende ruimte
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kalkzandsteen blokken, dragend, 100 mm
houtvezelisolatie 160 mm (A = 0,040 W/mK)
waterwerende laag

luchtspouw 40 mm

metselwerk, rode baksteen,

halfsteens verband, 100 mm

hoekijzer

naaddichting
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kalkmortel | | drievoudig isolerend glas
rode baksteen 100 mm,
doorlopende stootvoegen aan in tegelverband ~balkonhek, bestaande uit
buitenzijde penanten kokerprofiel 40x20 mm, rood geschilderd,

geleider valarmscherm —
met aangelaste

prefab betonnen element spijlen @ 15mm, wit geschilderd

horizontal window detail of the apartments
(scaled from 1.5 to 1:10) 58



the garden between the restaurant and lockers,
59 with patterns marking entrances and seatings



60

the gallery with benches for each of the apartments



one of the apartments with an interchangeable
61 room and views on the street
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section over the multifunctional room,
a playground and a classroom of the preschool

10




S A S
NSNS

NI NI
ANNENNNENNNCENNNEEN

facade fragment of the preschool 64



zinken felsbanen

dakbeschot

geventileerde luchtspouw
waterkerende laag

houtvezelisolatie (doorgezet vanuit
binnen, geen isolatie nodig tpv. detail)
houten platen 40 mm

houten balken, 100 x 300 mm

\4

dakgoot zink 200 x 175 mm

randprofiel zink

Q0%

neusijzer

eindbeplating balk, metaal, \
in kleur (afwis. rood en wit)

stalen flens, aangelast aan 0
I-profiel ter bevestiging balk

l-profiel, 100 x 170 mm

buisprofiel, @ 100 mm .

roof edge detail of the preschool
65 (scaled from 1.5 to 1:10)
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40

—— kalkzandsteen blokken, dragend, 100 mm
houtvezelisolatie 160 mm (A = 0,040 W/mK)
waterwerende laag
luchtspouw 40 mm
metselwerk, witte baksteen, 100 mm

— hoekijzer

—naaddichting

|
|
|
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‘ kalkmortel —

raamkader prefab beton, 50 x 310 mm

horizontal seating window detail of the preschool
(scaled from 1:5 to 1:10)

—drievoudig isolerend glas
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one of the classrooms with views of the playgrounds

and fixed furniture against the blind wall

67
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view from one of the playgrounds of the preschool
with the covered ‘corridors’ and seating 68



existing details as inspiration
69 for new additions



patterns to emphasise entrances and passages,

70

places to sit down and difference in function
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reflection

Goal and motivation

During this graduation project, | have been working on a design proposal for a shelter for the
homeless in Liege. As one of my interests in the field of architecture is how new additions to the
built environment can react on their context, | decided to research the attitude of ‘"Weiterbauen:
| had heard of Weiterbauen before, but as | only knew of prestigious examples like the Alte
Pinakothek by Hans Dollgast or the Neues Museum by David Chipperfield, | thought a further
research into this attitude would be interesting. | wanted to focus on humbler, everyday projects
in this research, to find a way to react to the context of my design proposal. My goal was to use
this research to develop a proposal for a homeless shelter that would seem almost self-evident
in its context using the approach of Weiterbauen, providing the users with a worthy place in the
street and daily life of the city with a building that is properly embedded in the street.

Way of working

| decided to conduct two different researches: | visited multiple homeless shelters to get a grasp
on the program and talk with the users to discover the needs and requests for such a building
as input for my own design, and | started a research into the attitude of Weiterbauen using case
studies and conducting literature research to learn more about the attitude. My initial approach
was to redraw a number of projects to force myself to pay attention to exact details, and to then
make analytical drawings to address my findings per project. Redrawing these projects did help
me to find interesting details, but after a number of weeks | noticed that the analytical drawings
did not work very well for me as a tool to make an in-depth analysis. | decided that writing
an essay could be a more appropriate way to get the information | searched for, and Eireen
suggested that | would try to find the underlying ideologies of the case studies’ architects. This
worked quite well: | used interviews, essays and presentations by the architects to distil their
position in relating to the existing context, and then analysed the case studies to test how their
positions are put to practise. This way | could use drawings of the projects to find interesting
characteristics, and then try to reason why the architect would make a certain choice based on
their thematised positions. At the suggestion of Eireen | compared the architects on the level
of the city, building and detail, which helped me to find differences and draw parallels between
the architects.

Research, design and my position

As | was writing my essay, | became more conscious about design choices | was making. This
was not solely about a specific characteristic of the context or detail of a building and how to
respond to that, as | might have expected at the start, but it also made me reflect on why |
would make certain choices.

The comparison on three scale levels helped me to formulate my own position: at the
urban scale, | find it important to continue on the morphology of the present city in a self-evident
way. By filling in the voids in between existing buildings on the street, the building block is
completed, providing the (temporary) inhabitants with a room or apartment close to the street.
Further back in the building block, the preschool is situated in the middle of a plurality of sheds
and extensions, and with its bigger grain size draws inspiration from the large workspaces with
shedroofs that used to be situated here.

On the building scale, the buildings clearly relate to their surroundings and take over
some characteristics, but do not literally interpret every detail of the neighbours. For example,
the facades use similar proportions as the neighbours, but have a different grain size and
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material use. My goal here was to work within the theme of the neighbourhood and take over
its grammar, while searching for new interpretations. The new buildings relate mostly to the two
existing buildings that are integrated in the proposal, emphasizing their functional relationship.
On the detail scale, this relation is further stressed. Elements with similar dimensions
but different material are used for the new building, for example substituting natural stone
window sills with concrete ones. The existing buildings have inspired the new additions in a
more abstract way as well: the characteristic red colour of the reception building is used for
highlighting certain elements such as drainpipes and awnings, and its large red steel beam
is referred to with the canopies of the lockers and the preschool. This way relations with the
existing context are created, trying to find new interpretations of the existing grammar.

Relevance and transferability

Although the research was mostly directed towards a personal understanding of Weiterbauen
and the development of my own position, | think the essay can be interesting for others as well.
Reading into the different positions of these architects could help with the development of a
personal position and similar follow-up research can be conducted to study other positions
and projects as well. | believe a conscious consideration of the existing context is of great
importantance and can lead to more than stark contrasts between old and new buildings.
For me this research and design project have been an important step in developing my own
position towards this theme, that | will gladly develop further in the rest of my career.
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