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Wouter Oostendorp
Joran Kuijper

Group D

The new Green Belt

Initial suspicions
Amsterdam Sloterdijk station is a well lo-
cated train, metro, bus and bicycle station 
in between the train stations of Schiphol 
Airport, Amsterdam Lelylaan and 
Amsterdam Central Station. Its already 
strategically role in the transport network 
of today Amsterdam metropolitan region 
is of great importance for the upcoming 
years; Sloterdijk Station will become the 
key transfer hub of the newest urban ex-
pansion of Amsterdam: Haven-Stad. Not 
only this high level metropolitan urban de-
velopment will benefit of Sloterdijk station 
– this transport hub will also be of another 
great importance: connecting Amsterdam 
to the harbor area Westpoort and the 
more rural Zaandam area, north west of 
Amsterdam city center. Therefore, the 
Sloterdijk Station and its surrounding area 
has to undergo a metamorphosis: from 
a mono-functional office area towards a 
multi-functional urban centrality as a sub-
stantial part of the City of Amsterdam.

Grown over the years from a small train 
station as an answer to local mobility 
issues in the 1980’s, Sloterdijk Station 
became a regional massive mobility hub 
– an anonymous transfer machine in the 
mono-functional Sloterdijk area. Urban 
planning and transport planning devel-
oped on a very different pace over those 
past three decades. Sloterdijk station 
became an isolated entity characterized by 
massive infrastructures for train, car, bus, 
metro and tram, positioned in-between 
large office buildings.

Accessibility other than arriving by train 
or metro is problematic nowadays. Access 
points for the different modes of transport 

are scattered all over the station area. The 
different bus stations (local, inter-local and 
international) make it hard to find the right 
bus platform, not to speak about train track 
platforms in another station building that 
are apparently part of the same big train 
station. Several large bicycle parkings are 
located far from the train station entries. 
Therefore, to get to the train station vis-
itors have to cross several car-ways and 
change height levels. On top of this, the 
different modes of transport are located on 
different physical levels going in opposite 
directions for the same destinations.

Nevertheless, the daily amount of com-
muters increases drastically because of 
the already ongoing urban developments. 
Sloterdijk Station area already has trans-
formed into a multi-functional west gate 
for Amsterdam, unfortunately without real 
success. Sloterdijk is still an unattractive 
complicated multi-layered transport hub 
with unclear transport flows stacked upon 
each other and going in all directions.

Project Scenario | Approach
The design project is about the con-

nectivity and liveability of the Sloterdijk 
Station’s neighborhood in relation to its 
north east hinterlands and the harbor area 
Westpoort in between, focusing on the 
quality of the current public space and its 
connectivity towards other areas sur-
rounding the city.

Currently the station is an area of phys-
ical boundaries, disconnecting existing 
public spaces. There is a lack of clear 
distinctions of directions towards a (final) 
destination of the visitors. Way-finding is 
overly complicated.

The current residential developments 
together with the ever increasing number 
of tourist visiting the city of Amsterdam 
makes Sloterdijk area popular for hotels. 

group: Junquan Pan, Matteo Albertini, Alina Arnold, 
Gaia Calegari, Xue Kai, Omer Khalid, Dunja Krstić, 
Milorad Obradović and Yeqing Shang
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Nevertheless, Sloterdijk misses a sense 
of place. This means that this place must 
contain the physical experience of being in 
a multi-functional environment. This is a 
sense of place where local inhabitants can 
meet each other and interact with commut-
ers or visitors.

In 1935, Cornelis van Eesteren present-
ed a strategy for a ring of green neighbor-
hoods that would foresee the growth and 
expansion of the city of Amsterdam: the 
Algemeen Uitbreidingsplan (AUP). By stack-
ing houses into flat slaps, the newly built 
apartment buildings would be able to facil-
itate light, air and space (qualities/stand-
ards scarcely available in the inner city) in 
the everyday live of the new inhabitants, 
thus creating the modern garden city. The 
Van Eesteren expansion plans of 1935 are 
partly realized. These Westelijke Tuinsteden 
(Western Garden cities) could be consid-
ered as autonomous ‘green islands’ with 
an enormous development of apartment 
buildings.

The general approach is to use the 
strength of the area to design a station area 
that leads to a more environmental friendly 
scenario for the neighborhood, the city of 
Amsterdam, the bordering harbor area and 
its hinterlands, including future inhabit-
ants, daily commuters and making this 
place a destination for visitors. A new audi-
ence for local initiatives, trade and entre-
preneurship will arise. In this, Inclusiveness 
is the key word.

The main research question is: ‘How can 
inclusiveness (on the levels of place, network 
and sustainability) enrich Station Sloterdijk 
and its area in a time when heavily densi-
fication is taking place while (re)connect-
ing the station with the harbor area and its 
hinterlands?’ The result is a scenario on 
inclusiveness to build upon.

On the level of livability (identity and 
place making (place)) the following 
questions will be asked: ‘How does the 
new development of the Sloterdijk sur-
rounding area relate to current and old 

strategies for the residential development 
in Amsterdam?’ and ‘Could the original 
design character play a role in the new 
character of future public place surround-
ing the station?’.

On the level of accessibility ((re)locat-
ing and (re)creating network connections 
(network)), the following questions will be 
asked: ‘What modes of mobility connect 
the station towards the metropolitan and 
regional area?’ Where are located the local 
networks that connect the neighborhoods 
surrounding the area? And ‘what public 
spaces surround the station, and is there a 
direct access between them?’.

On the level of sustainability (environ-
ment and area specific values ( circular 
sustainability)) the following questions 
will be asked: ‘What type of waste is be-
ing generated in the harbor (also waste 
heath)?’ ‘Are there facilities that could 
process waste into useful resources and 
is there space available to locate circular 
industries in that area?’ ‘Are there products 
and services that are specifically created in 
that area and what do local entrepreneurs 
produce?’ And ‘could we disperse these 
resources and products throughout the 
city?’.

Design Proposal
The design proposes to connect these 
partly realized Westelijke Tuinsteden with 
a spatial circular strategy and pull these gar-
den cities together as a Green Belt, that will 
distribute networks and provide a green 
identity – an identity that relates back to 
one of Amsterdam’s original planning 
strategies. Using the 1935 plan as a founda-
tion, this Green Belt would fully surround 
the city center, even reaching towards the 
Zaandam area.

Sloterdijk station area will be the main 
catalyst establishing connections be-
tween local (trade) networks and public 
spaces, reattaching access between cur-
rent surrounding neighborhoods, future 
neighborhoods and the Westpoort harbor. 
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Westpoort harbor has energy producing 
facilities. When combined with facilities 
that process waste into energy, Sloterdijk 
Station would become an excellent energy 
exchange center – a gateway that could 
collect and disperse people, waste, energy 
and other area specific values.

Sloterdijk will act as an intermediate 
between the ‘grand’ city of Amsterdam 
and its surrounding neighborhoods and 
will link small local networks together 
in one clear, green environmental ges-
ture that ties the scattered public space 
together while enhancing the orientation 
towards public destinations. Sloterdijk will 
facilitate public urbanity, therefore, local 
initiatives can be emerging. It will collect 
fluxes/flows that will be dispersed through 
the infrastructure of the Green Belt. Local 
entrepreneurs, let’s say chocolatiers, could 
lure a new audience boosting their market-
ing. This would enable them to invest in 
the future of the belt, may be even enhanc-
ing it with chocolate transport lines that 
flow throughout Amsterdam.

Sloterdijk will be the initial gateway of 
the Green Belt, facilitating different types 
of automated and non automated trans-
port. The belt will change and expand over 
time, starting out as a sequence of green 
public spaces organic growing, consisting 
of water, event spaces, places to reside and 
routing for slow traffic. Dedicated areas 
are characterized by a flat landscape with 
cross connections at the important metro-
politan nodes. These manifest themselves 
as bridge pavilions, squares or elevated 
roofscapes. Later on in its life cycle, auto-
mated public transport is included creating 
a possible hop on-hop off public transport 
service around Amsterdam.

Sloterdijk will have an organic roof-
scape in order to pick up the blocked 
local network, neighborhood squares 
and important street areas throughout its 
surrounding neighborhood that ties them 
together on top of the roof. The roof will 
function as a public square facilitating 
event spaces hosting local initiatives and 
will guide passengers flows towards their 
destination. The shape allows slow traffic 
from the belt to access the roof in order 
continue its way towards their destina-
tion in the city or its hinterlands. Instead 
of a station for changing transport modes, 
Sloterdijk becomes a station for residing, 
a station as destination connecting and 
facilitating high quality urban spaces – the 
multimodal station as an inclusive destina-
tion.

Ambition
This station design is a scenario that in-
cludes future inhabitants, commuters and 
visitors – an inclusive way of living togeth-
er. Its newly created connections reach 
towards public spaces and infrastructures 
that are essential for local events, sur-
rounding neighborhoods, metropolitan 
activities and regional destinations.

The bigger scale gesture of the Green 
Belt enhances the exchange of energy 
flows and the collection waste, connecting 
Amsterdam as a whole in a green, circular 
way based on Amsterdam’s original plan-
ning strategies.

This bonds together a new audience 
undertaking new local initiatives and thus 
unlocking ‘area specific inclusive val-
ues’. Imagine Sloterdijk chocolate for all of 
Amsterdam and its surroundings, powered 
by renewable energy from the Westpoort 
harbor.


