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Argumentation of choice
of the studio

In an attempt to understand the complexity of land and
space in relation to not only cultural context but also
political, historical, and social, this graduation studio has
been picked as my departure point for my degree, as it
allows and provides a high degree, and volume of
architectural intellectual, literature, and content that
matches of intend. The exploration of architectural
drawing technique — the act of "mapping” is also another
important factor that drew me into picking this studio,
using “mapping” as one of the main mediums and
methodology for conceptualizing and contextualizing the
framework of my graduation project.

Graduation project

Title of the graduation
project

Contiguous & Noncontiguous — The linkage
between, time, space & people

Goal

Location:

Sultangazi, Istanbul

The posed problem,

Fragmented urbanization, spatial
inequality, spatial injustice, child
poverty, social in-cohesive, in consistent
development disregarding the existence
of time.

research questions and

How can architecture be used as the
agent to provoke the awareness of
social inequality and spatial
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inconsistence, meanwhile also act as the
solution?

design assignment in which these result. Social coherent, spatial justice, enhance
equality of different social class,
enhance urban and spatial coherence of
the proposed site, referencing historical
context; time, people, and history
sensitive design.

Process

Method description

Part 01 - On paper - The graduation will start with a depth and all-rounded analysis
of Istanbul to formulate a basic understanding of what " Istanbul " is in terms of its
past, present, and future. As mentioned in the past session, "mapping" would be the
primary medium to record, analyze, and interpret the situation, the concept, data,
and literature studies deemed relevant to the research topic.

Part 02 - Fieldwork — To gain an in-depth understanding of the spatial, as well as
social complexity of the historical city, first-person fieldwork has been conducted, of
which photography and drawings will be used to explain the build-up of the concept
of "Contiguous & Noncontiguous," where the emphasis of social and spatial
incoherence has been depicted from the visit.

Part 03 - Theory paper — To further understand how architecture and spatial design
influences people's perception, emotions, and sensation (after all, we are designing
for people and all living things), the theory paper titled - Hidden spaces - beyond
dimensions: A research on the correlation between the composition of "space, "
sensation, and the "Power of Architecture”has been written to explore the
"dimensions" or "realms" that starch far beyond our traditional understanding of
three-dimensional space.

Part 04 — Site selection, referencing, and analysis of the unique urban history of
Istanbul — the theory and application of Space Syntax have been used as a general
guide to how urbanization has been developed in Istanbul. This analytic tool provides
an in-depth spatial understanding and visualization of how urban areas are formed
through a set of scientific measurements/formulas developed by Bill hillier, which is
further gaining in-depth scientific research in UCL. From here, three essential aspects
of this tool are deemed relevant when looking into Istanbul's urban historical
development; firstly, connectivity; secondly, integration; and lastly, harmonic mean-
depth; each provides a set of numeric values and data that allows spatial and
architectural practitioner to compare, analysis and use to aid when doing spatial
design.

Part 05 - Site analysis — A series of standardized architectural drawings are being
used to identify the immediate site context, neighborhood, demographic, and spatial
complexity of the selected site, of which statistics, for example, the education level of
the people living in the district area, and population will be overlooked. These are




made to formulate a concrete understanding of the problems and design
opportunities that are contextually based.

Part 06 - Precedent studies — To further explore and dip into the design
phase/program proposal, a few architectural, conceptual, and spatial studies have
been made available for me to gain a general understanding of constraints and
architectural/spatial/detail characteristics of the intended typology. This is made to
formulate a general vision/direction of what precisely that my project (the
architectural program and functions) would be dealing with.

Literature and general practical preference

See below.

Reflection

1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if
applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme
(MSc AUBS)?

The notions of “borders and territories” exist in every aspect, location, and dimension,
both tangible and intangible realms. For example, taking Turkey as a base for
discussion, there are significant “borders” between social classes, which are visible on
the street scape and spatially in terms of the accessibility of infrastructures and public
goods. This, as a result, created a phenomenon called “spatial justice,” coined by
political philosopher John Rawls. The ego myself picking this studio is to test, explore
and create space and architecture that follows my ambition in believing “architecture
for all, as the mean of communication with all living things,” a social intervention that
stresses to benefit society by breaking all kinds of “borders” and create a new
definition of “territories,” which is human, and nature-centric. Architecture can only be
sustainable for present and future generations by encouraging social and spatial
equality, acting as the platform and spatial intervention for communication,
connection, understanding, and empathy.

2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional
and scientific framework.

The idea of “architecture” is always social regardless of its scale, size, and functions.
It is an applied and social science that considers all rounded aspects; instead, it's a
factual, scientific, artistic, and social intervention that contributes to society and the
built environment. Professionally, this graduation project could be seen as an
approach for standard architectural practice, of which architectural drawings could be
used as the primary medium the form of communication to both the clients (e.g.,
municipality) as well as internal communication; this not only helped record and
visualize ideas but also has a high potential to introduce aesthetic perception to
people outside the field, improving the cohesiveness and making strong position from




the very start of the project. Scientifically, the framework of this studio allows the
implication of “Research Design” that has significantly been introduced throughout
the whole Master education in the TU Delft Faculty of Architecture & the Built
Environment, of which the effectiveness of this scientific methodology (up to this
day) has been successfully reflected on the graduation project.
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Field work — personal work, photography and drawings

Lectures — provided by studio leaders
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