




leisure has the unique ability to transcend race, religion, 
gender and belief. There is also a popular perception that 
refers to sport as the 'social cement' that binds families, 
communities and neighbourhoods (Spaaij, 2013, p. 110). 
 
In other words, not only does leisure play an important 
role in the redevelopment of Beirut's socio-spatial 
development, but sport is in itself the dominant factor 
within this leisure framework. 
 
This leads to the research question:  
“How can a sports facility influence the socio- spatial 
development of Beirut’s city centre?” 
 
To answer the research question, the following sub-
questions are formulated: 
- “What types of sports can be used as social connectors  
   in Beirut?” 
- “How can public spaces be integrated in and around the  
   building?” 
- “How are sports and leisure experienced and influenced  
   by culture in Beirut?” 
- “What are the relevant aspects of density to the  
   different scales of Beirut’s city centre?” 
- “What is the role of leisure within urban socio- spatial  
   development?” 

design assignment in 
which these result.  

The goal of the research is to provide useful information 
for the design so that conceptual and plausible design 
choices can be made. The goal is to create products and 
knowledge that will help to meet the challenges of 
programming, spatial organizations, spatial ambitions, 
and location challenges. Not only are strategies for 
designing with sport and leisure in conjunction with 
public space important outcomes, but so is the 
incorporation of public space within the building. 
 
The research methods of desk study and case study 
analysis will be related to the overall design goal. The 
desk study will primarily provide information on the 
challenges of programming and spatial organization at 
the start of the design process. This will help to develop 
reasoned concepts. In addition to the knowledge gained 
from the literature, the analysis of the site and ambitions, 
as well as the analysis of the case studies, will aid in the 
further development of the concepts. It will also support 
in the creation of spatial ambitions, the creation of 
desired images, and even the materialization. 
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