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Personal information 

Name Öykü Su Ökkan 

Student number 5325633 

 

Studio   

Name / Theme Complex Projects – Beirut Studio 

Main mentor Bennekom, Ir. H.A. van Architecture 

Second mentor Meel, Ir. H.L. van der Meel Building Technology 

Third Mentor Zalingen, Ir. A. van Research 

External Examiner Naldini, S.  

Argumentation of choice 
of the studio 

The studio was particularly interesting as the city of Beirut 
offers space to experiment after the port explosion. 

 

Graduation project  
Title of the graduation 
project 
 

Post-Digital Depot 

Goal  
Location: Beirut, Lebanon 

The posed problem,  It is a necessity for Beirut, and Lebanon, to 
have a solid understanding of its culture to 
move forward as identity of the citizens are 
closely bounded with their culture. A stable 
foundation for remembrance, awareness 
and recollection of cultural heritage is 
currently missing. In combination with 
external factors accelerating the cultural 
loss, lack of preservation is the main threat 
against maintaining a shared heritage 
which unites the community. 

research questions and  How can digitalization be utilized for 
preservation and accessibility of cultural 
heritage? 

design assignment in which these result.  Hospital for Arts 

hypothesis Digitalization significantly improves 
accessibility of art and engagement of the 
community. 
 
Archiving of cultural objects challenge 
ephemerality of knowledge. 

 
1. How does culture unite Beirutians against unrest and destruction? 
2. How have destructive events affected the cultural scene in Beirut? 
3. What is worth preserving and storing among the cultural heritage of Beirut? 
4. What is the anatomy of a storage facility? 



5. Can culture be stored in a facility, if so how? 
6. How can digitalization be utilized as the method of preservation? 
7. How does preservation through digitalization translate into architecture? 
 
 
 
 

 

Process  
Method description   
1. Analysis  
2. Literature study  
3. Formulating project ambitions 
4. Case studies 
5. Program 
6. Site definition 
7. Massing 
8. Design 
 

 
 



Literature and general practical preference 
Case Studies 
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Reflection 
1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if 

applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme (MSc 
AUBS)?  
A certain time period is required from the moment a building is conceptualized, 
designed and built. In most cases, the building becomes already belonging to the 
past the moment it is finalized and the conditions of site has already changed. The 
project is relevant to the track of architecture in the sense that it challenges the 
notion of time. 
 

2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional and 
scientific framework?  

The project is questioning the preservation of culture and ephemerality of 
knowledge through the case study of Beirut. The initial question is “Can culture be 



stored in a storage facility, if so how?” developed into digitalization as a tool for 
preservation. In this sense, a hybrid typology of museum archive and data centre is 
being developed. This new typology belongs to the post-digital era mainly aiming for 
utilization of digital technologies on humanization. Therefore, it is extremely current 
and experimental. 

 
 

 


