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Main mentor Pietsch, Ir. S. Architecture

Second mentor

Karanastani, E.

Building Technology

Argumentation of choice
of the studio

Last year I took a gap year to do two internships. One of
these internships was at a firm that focuses on designing
from the inside out. This way of design thinking has
interested me more in the interiors of buildings and user
experiences. I think it's fascinating that architecture can
be used to evoke feelings, different moods and unique
experiences. So I chose this studio to learn more about
how interiors work, and what their relations are with the
exterior and the urban surroundings. And I was very
excited about the idea of designing a library as I also
wrote my history thesis about libraries. Here I already
noticed a change in the function of a public library in
modern society. With this studio, I can continue to explore

this topic.

Graduation project

Title of the graduation
project

Intertwined library

Goal

Location:

Stockholm

The posed problem,

The role of public libraries has been
expanding over the years. From
traditional book repositories with places
devoted to reading and studying to
inclusive open spaces that allow for
social gatherings and provide new ways
of knowledge development. The
Stockholm Library has already changed
compared to when it was built in 1928,
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but in its current state, it will not be able
to keep up with modern society and the
growth of the city. Past design
competition briefs already addressed
this issue, but no project continued. By
studying the Stockholm Library, the
architect’s work, and the social and
historical context and by critically going
through these past design briefs, a new
proposal for the redesign of the
Stockholm Library has to be developed.

research questions and

How can the new library design facilitate a
better routing between the street
Odengatan, the park and the observatory
hill?

What will be the appropriate response to
change the Stockholm Library, considering
the 2006 and 2014 competition briefs and
current ideas of what a public library should
be?

How can the new library become an open,
inviting and inclusive environment that
provides spaces for both learning and
leisure activities?

In an era of increasing digital information,
how can the library strike a balance
between embracing digital technologies and
maintaining the significance and
accessibility of physical books?

How can the new library be designed as an
ensemble with the Stockholm Library while
respecting its monumentality?

How will the new library building relate to
the Stockholm Library and its urban
context?

design assignment in which these result.

The design assignment aims to respond
to the changing role of the public library
and how this change would be
translated into the design of the new
Stockholm library. The design will focus
on different scales, from the urban
context to the experiences of interior
spaces and how these scales relate to




each other. Which results in a
considerate design that meets the
design brief.

Process

Method description

Collective research

As part of the research seminar, collective research has been done with the whole
studio. This research explores the work of Erik Gunnar Asplund, the architect of the
Stockholm Library, to get a better understanding of the context in which he designed
the Stockholm Library. This research focused on four themes: spatiality, ornaments,
urban setting and composition. In parallel, we worked in groups to make a 1:25
model of four key spatial themes of the Stockholm Library to get to know every single
detail of the building. These models are based on how the library was built. So then
we could later compare these spaces with their current state. In the fifth week, we
went to Stockholm to experience the city, learn more about its architectural history
and explore the Stockholm Library and its surroundings. By sketching, recording and
photographing I got an idea of how the library is used, what is great about it and
what it is missing.

The second part of the research seminar was about modern public libraries. Again we
collectively researched eight precedents to learn more about the history of public
libraries and to get familiar with the program of a library building. All the collective
research has been collected and published in separate booklets.

To learn more about new libraries we visited the Lochal in Tilburg and the
Predikherenklooster in Mechelen. Both libraries are designed in buildings that already
exist. Which is similar to the assignment of this graduation studio.

Individual research

Aside from the collective research I also analysed other libraries that I found
interesting. This is to get some inspiration for my design and to get a better
understanding of how to design a library.

The site visit in Stockholm made me interested in the history of the location.
Therefore I also researched the history of the site and I went through many of
Asplund his drawings he made for the Stockholm Library and its surroundings.

Design

To develop a proposal for a new library I already used design tools like sketching,
drawing, making physical models, modelling digitally and making analytical drawings
and diagrams. This will be continued throughout the design phase.




Literature and general practical references
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Het Predikherenklooster, Mechelen, Korteknie Stuhlmacher Architecten
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Reflection

1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if
applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme
(MSc AUBS)?

The graduation studio Interiors Buildings Cities is a studio that focuses on the
relationship between interiors, buildings and cities. The project will be an
architectural project that will zoom in and out on the different themes of the
studio (interior, buildings, cities) to create a considerate design for the new
library. The library is situated on an interesting site. It is on a corner of two main
roads, it is close to a metro station and on the edge of a park with a hill. It will
therefore also touch on other master tracks within the MSc UABS.

2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional
and scientific framework.
Public libraries play an important role in the social, cultural and economic vitality
of communities. Everyone is welcome in a public library, which makes them the
most visited public facilities. It's a place where people can meet each other and
more importantly, exchange knowledge. As people are becoming more isolated
because of digitalization and social media, it is even more important to stimulate
social interactions so people can learn from each other. This way people will get
to understand different perspectives and develop their own ideas. The redesign
of the Stockholm Library embraces this important social role by providing spaces
that stimulate social interactions and exchange of knowledge in different forms.
It is not only books that provide knowledge, it is also the people.

This project is based on an actual design competition from 2006, and the revised
brief of 2014. The design process and research will therefore be similar to how
an architectural office would approach it.

As there are no guidelines on how to design a public library. This project is a
study of what a public library could be. It is also a project that works with
existing buildings of monumental value, so it will also investigate how you could
approach a project like that. Knowledge gained from this project can be used for
further studies on public libraries.




