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The Josaphat Friche and current challenges



4



5

Brussels vegetation

1:75.000
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Brussels municipalities

1:75.000
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Former marshalling yard of Schaarbeek
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1930-1935

Orthophoto 1930-1935 of the 

marshalling yard
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Orthophoto 2009

removal of the tracks

2009
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Orthophoto 2009
removal of the tracks

2009
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2012

Orthophoto 2012
introducing clean soil
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2012

Orthophoto 2012
introducing clean soil
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2022

Orthophoto 2022
nature has found its way
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Dead Spear thistle - Cirsium 
vulgare

Creeping thistle - Crisium 
arvense

Common trefoil - Lotus 
corniculatus

Cobra - Rubus ulmifolius
Common Ragwort - Jacobaea 
vulgaris

Common evening primrose - 
Oenothera biennis

Cherry plum - Prunus 
cerasifera

Chamomile - Matricaria 
chamomilla

Bastardwerderik - Epilobium 
tetragonum Dog rose - Rosa canina

Early Goldenrod - Solidago 
gigantea

Empire blue - Buddleja 
davidii

Manna ash - Fraxinus ornus

Sweet yellow clover - 
Melitotus officinalisSpear thistle - Cirsium vulgare

Lucerne - Medicago sativaFlax beak - Linaria vulgaris

Mugwort - Artemisia vulgaris
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Historical picture of the Josaphat park derived from the Schaarbeek Archive
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During our work on the Josaphat Friche and Park, we realised 
that the park is as resilient as it is today due to the self-evidence 
of its presence. This again is connected to the long and rich 
history of the area. From this insight we draw our position to 
deal with future human development on the Josaphat Friche.

When destinations are introduced on the Josaphat Friche, 
awareness in the area will increase. The site will play a part 
in informing and educating people about the importance of 
preserving and increasing nature in the city. The established 
permanence of housing and the connected services can 
improve the resilience of the Josaphat Friche and show the 
possibility of coexistence.
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Introducing presence
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Model picture 
1:2000
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Axonometric projection
Current situation
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Axonometric projection
Preserved buildings``



27

Axonometric projection
Desnified
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Axonometric projection
Final masterplan
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Impression of recreational 
strip
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Section of the new masterplan 
for the Josaphat valley
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Site

1:7500
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Garden wall

1:7500



33

Slope

1:7500
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Street wall opening

1:7500



35

Ter delt

1:7500
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Later developed blocks

1:7500
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Building footprint

1:7500
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Site

1:7500
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Former cemetery of 

Schaarbeek

1:7500



45

Cemetery of Brussels and Sint 

Joost ten Node

1:7500
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Mutualism between nature, architecture and death
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Monument Rust by Olivier Goethals
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Isola di San Michele in Venice
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The cedar of Lebanon on the Highgate cemetery
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The process of commemoration
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East elevation

1:200



West elevation

1:200
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Permanent Temporality
From theory to building technology
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Gerhard Richter, “Cell,” 1988. Oil on canvas. 7 1/8 x 55 1/8”. Photo John Wronn. The Sidney and Harriet Janis 

Collection. The Museum of Modern Art, New York.
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“For, indeed, the greatest glory of a building is not in its 
stones, or in its gold. Its glory is in its Age, and in that the 
deep sense of voicefulness, of stern watching, of mysterious 
sympathy, nay, even of approval or condemnation, which we 
feel in walls that have long been washed by the passing waves 
of humanity.” 

Ruskin, John. The Seven Lamps of Architecture, 1849.

John Ruskin’s Kenilworth castle, n.d.
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Building Elements 
Exploded wormseye axonometric projection

Permanent Temporality

Josaphat Friche Brussels

26/06/2024
Urban Architecture graduation studio
Stefan Sinnige

Permanent Temporality
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Thank you for attending my presentation

by Stefan Sinnige
on the 26th of June 2024
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