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Figure 2. Timeline KNSM Island

Approx. 1880
Marshland Rietlanden, harbour 

activities in the city centre.

1890
Construction Central Station 

> Closing of old harbour front, 
because it was getting too small. 
A 1400 meters long breakwater 
parallel to the trades warf was 

made, to protect it from the violent 
natural conditions (Heijdra, 1993).the new breakwater, raised 

from dredge of north sea canal, 
1886 (Stadsarchief Amsterdam 
2022).

1870

1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

The house flag of the 
KNSM. The flag, which 
is dark blue with a crown 
in the middle, is visible in 
multiple port cities that 
are connected to the 
company, like the Greek 
Piraeus (the same as the 
case study as reminder 
of the KNSM. (Heijdra, 
1993).

1910
Ship warves are settling on the 
new island: the SMN (Stoomvaart 

Maatschappij Nederland) on the 
western part and KNSM (Koninklijke 

Nederlandse Stoomboot-Maatschappij) 
on the eastern part in 1903 (Heijdra, 

1993).

1876
Construction North 

Sea Canal

1920’s-30’s
The most flourishing period of the shipping 

companies was from the twenties until the fourties. 
At one point the company occupied the whole 
north and south quay, the Surinamekade and 

Leventkade, consecutively. These street names 
are still recognizable in the current situation of the 

KNSM island (Buurman, 2005). 1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1950’s
No more trading with 
the Indies due to de-
colonisation (Koster, 

1995).

1980’s
Squatters, artists and city nomads took 
over the area and lived in the former port 
buildings and their own homes, giving the 

island a new impulse (Koster, 1995)

(Topotijdreis, 2022) 1:50.000

An alternative structure on the 
KNSM island inhabited by city 
nomads, The Last Bus Shelter 
(Bogaerts, 1989).

1960-70’s
Increase in the scale of industry > Most port activities 
shifted westwards, eastern harbour district gradually 

became redundant (Buurman, 2005). 

1978
City council earmarked it as an 
potential site for new housing 

developments (Buurman 2005)

Approx 1920’s (Stadsarchief Amsterdam 
2022)

1990



1600

1700

1740

1780

1820

1860

1900

1940

1980

2020

(historiskatlas.dk, 2022) 1:50.000

Figure 3. Timeline Krøyers Plads 

1617
Construction of Christianshavn 

(Harbour) intented for Dutch 
immigrants, but later became a 
shippers town, and ended up 

as an ordinary  merchants’ and 
craftmen’s town.

1600
The area is a marshland

18th century
Expansion of the districht with 
trading centres and industries: 

flourishing period

1747
Bjørn and Admiral Suhm founded the 

Det almindelige Handelskompagni 
(General Trading Company) which 
mainly traded with Faroe Islands, 

Iceland, Finnmark and later 
Greenland (Kulturministeriet, Slots- 

og Kulturstyrelsen, 2016).

1735
Merchant Andreas Bjørn filled the 

area at tge northern end of the 
street Strandgade with peninsulas, 
later named Nordatlantiske Bryg-
ge, Krøyer’s Plads and Wilders 

Plads (Kulturministeriet, Slots- og 
Kulturstyrelsen, 2016).

Andreas Bjørn painted 
shortly before his death by 
A. Briinniche, approx. 1750 
(Hovedstadshistorie.dk, 
n.d., viewed 13 april, 2022)

1774-1908
Danish hub: the trade was taken over by 
the Kgl. Grønlandske Handel, until 1908 
(Royal Greenland Trading department) 

(Nordatlantents.dk, retrieved 3 april 2022) 

Former Bjørnsholm, later 
called Grønlandske Handels 
Plads, 1810 by N. J. Bredal 
(Det KGL. Bibliotek, n.d., 
viewed april 13, 2022)

Krøyers Plads, 1934 
(Det KGL. Bibliotek, n.d., 
viewed april 13, 2022)

The shipping warf and wood business 
in Bjørnsholm by Andreas Bjørn, 18th 
century, (hovedstadshistorie.dk, n.d., 
viewed 13 april, 2022)

1762-1806
Warehouses built on Kroyers 
Plads (Kulturministeriet, Slots- 

og Kulturstyrelsen, 2016.) 

1938
Krøyers Plads was reacquired 
by Royal Greenland in 1938 

(Kulturstyrelsen, retrieved 3 april 2022) 

1950’s-60’s
Company’s heyday 
with a lot of trade 1970’s

Company moved to 
another city: Ålborg. 

2001
Area was turned into a 

cultural and food venue: 
outdoor beach cafe and 

location tv show broadcasting

1980’s
Initiatives for redeveloping 

and transformoring the 
waterfront area and 

protecting the warehouses.



+ 1975-78
Designated as a residential area by the municipality in first memorandum 

+

1980-90’s
Resistance against the plans of redevelopment by the local residents who came 
to live here in the eighties.

+

+
Approx. 1987
‘‘Waterkadeplan’’ by Arne van Herk and Sabine de Kleijn on behalf of the current 
residents.

+

1988
Plan of Spatial Planning Department was approved by the city council and the 
client (housing association).

1988
Second memorandum of the municipality, specif starting points where 
established.

+

1988
The clients propose that an external architect or urban/spatial planner should 
engage in the urban design. The choice for Jo Coenen was quickly made.

+

+

+

+

‘‘Waterkadeplan’’ (Luiten & Spangen-
ber, 1989).

Figure 27. Timeline developments KNSM-Island

1987
The planning for the KNSM-Island started, with the plan of the DRO

1985
Structure plan for the Eastern Docklands by the municipality 

1988
Final design for the KNSM-Island by Jo Coenen

1996
Completion of the construction for the KNSM-Island

1993
Start with construction

DRO plan (Luiten & Spangenber, 
1989).

Structure plan Eastern Docklands 
(Luiten & Spangenber, 1989).

Masterplan by Jo Coenen (De Haan, 
Barbieri & Brinkman, 2004)

Start with construction (Amsterdam 
Archief, viewed at april 4 2022)

KNSM-Island finished (Amsterdam 
Archief, viewed at april 4 2022)

+

 (Luiten & Spangenber, 1989),
 (De Haan, Barbieri & Brinkman, 2004)



+ 1998
The newly formed state housing company Freja Ejendomme takes over Krøyers 
Plads. The plan is to transform the former commercial area into an attractive 
residential and service area.

+

Juli 2001
The beach bar Luftkastellet occupies the old warehouses on Krøyers Plads with 
117 tonnes of sand imported from Råbjerg Mile and a casual atmosphere. The 
lease is temporary as the area is to be developed into housing.

+
February 2003
Five architectural firms are invited to a competition for Krøyers Plads. Dutch 
architect Erick van Egeraat wins with his proposal for six buildings up to 55 metres 
high, designed as a modern interpretation of Christianshavn’s historic towers.

+ Spring 2004
The property company NCC buys Krøyers Plads from Freja Ejendomme with a 
view to building the Egeraats project.

2004
Erick van Egeraat’s project launches a series of public protests with debates, 
petitions, demonstrations and the creation of the group Copenhageners against 
Misplaced High-Rise Buildings. Especially the locals are against the building of 
high-rise buildings on Krøyers Plads.

+

+
+

March 2005
The City Council votes down the Egeraat project. A number of politicians state 
that their decision is due to the popular opposition.

June 2005
NCC joins forces with Danish star architects BIG, Henning Larsen Architects and 
Kim Utzon Architects to develop a new plan for Krøyers Plads.

+ August 2005
NCC sells Krøyers Plads to one of the world’s largest private equity funds, The 
Carlyle Group. However, NCC continues as advisor on the project.

+ May 2006
The Danish architectural community presents a trio consisting of one building 
from each studio.

+

The proposed housing development 
designed by the Dutch architectural 
firm Eric van Egeraat associated 
architects as seen from the Kvæst-
husbroen (Bjørndal & Formsgaard, 
2010)

Figure 28. Timeline developments Krøyers Plads 

Autumn 2006
The city’s recently replaced politicians are not amused by the trio’s proposal, and 
it never makes it further in the process. At the same time, the city’s new mayor for 
technology and the environment, Klaus Bondam, has a soft spot for Egeraat’s old 
project, which he is bringing up again. Carlyle, however, is putting a hold to this.

2009
After a long silence, Carlyle announces that it is in dialogue with the
Municipality about developing a new, more low profile project for Krøyers Plads. 
The third project is thus in the making.

+ 2010
The Krøyers Plads bankruptcy estate is being sold, and several potential buyers 
have already expressed their interest. So far, however, the site remains vacant.

Outdoor beach bar (Bjørndal & 
Formsgaard, 2010)

(Bjørndal & Formsgaard, 2010)

October 2011
New local plan proposed by the municipality in coorporation with two architectural 
offices: Cobe and Vilhelm Lauriten Architects. Which is agreed with by everyone.

2016
Realised

The protests against the first plan 
(Bjørndal & Formsgaard, 2010)

(Bjørndal & Formsgaard, 2010)

(Bjørndal & Formsgaard, 2010)

The realised project by Cobe and 
Vilhelm Lauritzen Architects (Vilhelm 
Lauritzen Architects, 2016)

+

+
+


