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Drawings by author.
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Reumannplatz, different times of the day.
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Photos of residential streets, by author.

historical “Worker’s district“

expansion

expansion

expansion

expansion

FAVORITEN.
DENSELY POPULATED HISTORICAL “WORKER’S DISTRICTS”.
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Hauptbahnhof

Favoriten

the main arrival place for 
immigrant workers

10th district

impactful historic caesurae that imply overarching changes to the political, social and economic
dimension of urban development. In addition, the categories’ characteristics convey an initial four-
fold division of the analyzed timespan (cf. Figure 2):

(1) Before 1918: Liberal capitalism in an imperial state, rapid industrialization, population growth,
increasing density, growing urban problems, polarized class society

(2) Interwar years: Autonomous local welfare state in newly formed Republic, political upheaval,
stagnating industrial economy, poverty, shrinking population, settlement growth

(3) 1945–1980s: Fordism, local welfare state, prosperous and homogenous society, stagnating
population, settlement growth, inner differentiation, suburbanization

(4) After 1980s: Post-Fordism, eroding welfare state, flexible governance, diversity and fragmenta-
tion, population growth, re-urbanization

A similar overview of significant events influencing the configuration of urban planning – insti-
tution building and formative discourses – and of important individual and collective change
agents complements the review of the city’s structural development history. The timelines are
equally indicative of unique formations (cf. Figure 3). In terms of agency, three things stand out:
(1) The dominant imperial state of the nineteenth century and Vienna’s budding municipal auton-
omy at the turn to the twentieth century, (2) a strong partisan influence on city planning in the first
half of the twentieth century, and (3) an increasing diversity of actors since the 1970s. Planning
discourse is characterized by (1) the imperial and industrial vision of nineteenth century Vienna

Figure 2. Transforming planning conditions: Vienna’s political economy, social formation, and urbanization pro-
cess, 1820–2020.
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The outline of the Linienwall on a 1790 map

Hauptbahnhof

Favoriten

the old Linienwalls

the borders of outer districts
the main arrival place for 

immigrant workers

10th district
12th district

23rd district

13th district

11th district

14th district

19th district

18th

17th

16th

15th

Linienwalls

City walls

impactful historic caesurae that imply overarching changes to the political, social and economic
dimension of urban development. In addition, the categories’ characteristics convey an initial four-
fold division of the analyzed timespan (cf. Figure 2):

(1) Before 1918: Liberal capitalism in an imperial state, rapid industrialization, population growth,
increasing density, growing urban problems, polarized class society

(2) Interwar years: Autonomous local welfare state in newly formed Republic, political upheaval,
stagnating industrial economy, poverty, shrinking population, settlement growth

(3) 1945–1980s: Fordism, local welfare state, prosperous and homogenous society, stagnating
population, settlement growth, inner differentiation, suburbanization

(4) After 1980s: Post-Fordism, eroding welfare state, flexible governance, diversity and fragmenta-
tion, population growth, re-urbanization

A similar overview of significant events influencing the configuration of urban planning – insti-
tution building and formative discourses – and of important individual and collective change
agents complements the review of the city’s structural development history. The timelines are
equally indicative of unique formations (cf. Figure 3). In terms of agency, three things stand out:
(1) The dominant imperial state of the nineteenth century and Vienna’s budding municipal auton-
omy at the turn to the twentieth century, (2) a strong partisan influence on city planning in the first
half of the twentieth century, and (3) an increasing diversity of actors since the 1970s. Planning
discourse is characterized by (1) the imperial and industrial vision of nineteenth century Vienna

Figure 2. Transforming planning conditions: Vienna’s political economy, social formation, and urbanization pro-
cess, 1820–2020.
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MIGRANT WOMEN 
THE HISTORICAL BACKBONE AND AGENTS OF CHANGE

Photos from: Bezirkmuseum Favoriten.

1. Favoriten in 1889. 

2. A woman using an outside tap for running water. Domesticity of 

women in 1950s.

3. Czech women at the brick factory.

4. The last Wienerberger brick factory.
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FAVORITEN.
THE POPULATION COMPOSITION IS CONSTANTLY CHANGING.

Data from Stadt Wien, Vienna’s Archive.

The most populous district of Vienna is home to many immigrants. The densely 

populated north between the main train station and Reumannplatz faces numerous 

green areas in the south, which together make up half of the area of   the district.

      - Stadt Wien

Non-EU

Austria

EU/EFTA

impactful historic caesurae that imply overarching changes to the political, social and economic
dimension of urban development. In addition, the categories’ characteristics convey an initial four-
fold division of the analyzed timespan (cf. Figure 2):

(1) Before 1918: Liberal capitalism in an imperial state, rapid industrialization, population growth,
increasing density, growing urban problems, polarized class society

(2) Interwar years: Autonomous local welfare state in newly formed Republic, political upheaval,
stagnating industrial economy, poverty, shrinking population, settlement growth

(3) 1945–1980s: Fordism, local welfare state, prosperous and homogenous society, stagnating
population, settlement growth, inner differentiation, suburbanization

(4) After 1980s: Post-Fordism, eroding welfare state, flexible governance, diversity and fragmenta-
tion, population growth, re-urbanization

A similar overview of significant events influencing the configuration of urban planning – insti-
tution building and formative discourses – and of important individual and collective change
agents complements the review of the city’s structural development history. The timelines are
equally indicative of unique formations (cf. Figure 3). In terms of agency, three things stand out:
(1) The dominant imperial state of the nineteenth century and Vienna’s budding municipal auton-
omy at the turn to the twentieth century, (2) a strong partisan influence on city planning in the first
half of the twentieth century, and (3) an increasing diversity of actors since the 1970s. Planning
discourse is characterized by (1) the imperial and industrial vision of nineteenth century Vienna

Figure 2. Transforming planning conditions: Vienna’s political economy, social formation, and urbanization pro-
cess, 1820–2020.
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IMAGE OF VIENNA
OTTO WAGNER AND THE HUMANIST APPOACH TO THE CITYOtto Wagner: Plan for Vienna. (1892‐1893) 

(Source: Guiding Architects, Wien Museum)
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ALSO VIENNA...
PHOTOGRAPHS FROM VIENNA’S 1991 FEMINIST EXHIBITION

Source: Barbara Krobath personal archive.
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Sources of data Gender Mainstreaming in Urban Planning and 

Urban Development: 

1. Women’s Department of the City of Vienna, 2005, p. 88.

2. Wiener Linien, omniphon, 2011.

TIME

WOMEN MEN

Paid and unpaid work hours

childcare

paid work

housework

BUT THIS WAS ALSO VIENNA...
PHOTOGRAPHS FROM VIENNA’S 1991 FEMINIST EXHIBITION
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Images from Vienna: Progress Towards a Fair Shared City by Elisabeth Irschik and Eva Kail

HOUSING

PARK DESIGN

TRANSPORT AND MOVEMENT

VIENNA’S GENDER MAINSTREAMING
HOW VIENNA CONCEPTUALISED GENDER AND ITS PILOT PROJECTS
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VIENNA IN 1683.
GROWING CITY

Vienna in 1683, Folbert van Alten-Allen http://www.wien.gv.at/kultur/kulturgut/karten/allen/index.html
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VIENNA IN 1991.
RECLAIMING THE CITY

A photo by Barbara Krobath that opened the exhibition on female right to the city in 1991, Vienna.



19Disrupting the gendered order. 

LIMITS OF THE LAYERING APPROACH
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Critical systems diagram, by author.

CRITICAL LENSES

POLITICAL
SYSTEM

BUILT 
ENVIRONMENT

SOCIAL
SYSTEM

GENDERED 
STRATEGIES NOT 

BEING AIMED 
AT MIGRANT 

COMMUNITIES

THE IMPORTANCE 
OF INFORMALITY OF 

WOMEN’S NETWORKS 
IS UNDERESTIMATED.

THE STRATEGIES 
ARE NOT APPLIED IN 
SOME CHALLENGING 
PARTS OF THE CITY

...future?



21Disrupting the gendered order. 

Source of data: Austria – Report on femicide, University of 

Vienna.  Data from 1 Jan 2018 - 25 Jan 2019

from everyday life... ...to femicide

Images:

1. Barbara Krobath, 1991, personal archive.

2. The door of Nadine W.’s tobacco shop closed up 

and full of flowers. Photo by Andy Urban.

SOCIAL
SYSTEM

GENDERED 
STRATEGIES NOT 

BEING AIMED 
AT MIGRANT 

COMMUNITIES
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POLITICAL
SYSTEM

THE IMPORTANCE 
OF INFORMALITY OF 

WOMEN’S NETWORKS 
IS UNDERESTIMATED. when the all solutions are within the formal practices
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Barbara Krobath’s photo of the entrance to U-Bahn at Keplerplatz in Favoriten in 1991. The author’s photo of the entrance to U-Bahn at Keplerplatz in Favoriten in 2022.

1991 2022

BUILT 
ENVIRONMENT

THE STRATEGIES 
ARE NOT APPLIED IN 
SOME CHALLENGING 
PARTS OF THE CITY

Favoriten: what happened in the last 30 years?
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Cut-outs from the exhibition photos by Barbara Krobath, 1991, Vienna.

BODY. SPACE. GENDER.
BEYOND EUROPEAN-HUMANIST APPROACH
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What strategies can improve the inclusion of vulnerable 
migrant communities in the gender discourse and process 

of urban planning in Vienna?

proposal theory

ethnographic research expert knowledge

MRsQ
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step one

methodology for 
collecting and 
representing 
perspectives

synthesis of the 
information for 

communicating these 
perspectives as a tool 

for inclusion

step two

MRsQ
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Observer’s perspective.

AS A STUDENT
 (WITH MANY OPINIONS)

2
3

1 AS A TRAINED URBANIST

AS A YOUNG WOMAN WHO 
LEFT HER HOME COUNTRY



29Disrupting the gendered order. 

COMPASS - ABSTRACTED ELEMENTS
HOW I TRACE MY PERSPECTIVE
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Favoritenstraße, 15:30, TuesdayKeplerplatz, the drug hotspot, 13:00, TuesdayWielandpark, 13:30, Wednesday

Reumannplatz, different times of the day Leebgasse courtyard, 16:55, Monday unmaintained courtyard, 16:00, Monday
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0 100 200 300 400 500 1000m

1

1 - Erlachpark
2 - Laubepark
3 - Keplerplatz
4 - courtyard
5 - Favoritenstraße
6 - Reumannplatz
7 - Arthaberpark
8 - Wielandpark
9 - Helmut-Zilk-Park
10 - Antonspark

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

PUBLIC SPACES MAP.
Favoriten

Public spaces map, Favoriten
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*all names are changed for anonymity

multiplicity of perspectives
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Wielandpark, 13:30, Wednesday

0 1 2 3 4 5 10m
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Keplerplatz, the drug hotspot, 13:00, Tuesday

0 1 2 3 4 5 10m
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Favoritenstraße, 15:30, Tuesday

0 1 2 3 4 5 10m
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Courtyard daily practices, different times.

0 1 2 3 4 5 10m
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summary of conflicts

public transport investment compartementalisationmigrant women at odds 
with inclusivity



39Disrupting the gendered order. 

step one

methodology for 
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representing 
perspectives

synthesis of the 
information for 
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for inclusion

step two
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13 years old

Middle-schoolers 

The girls play and spend time in 

Erlachspark, within in the small 

children area. They live nearby and 

their school is around the corner. 

Motorikpark in Helmut-Zilk-Park 

is their favourite place, as they like 

places that are exciting and not 

boring. Sometimes homeless men 

approach them asking for money, 

but it is not a problem, because 

they are always together. 
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31 years old

Works in a home supply shop

Narin describes her feelings 

towards Favoriten as a love-hate 

relationship. She prefers 

places that are quieter and 

less crowded, so she avoids 

Reumannplatz. She has no 

children and she likes to spend 

time in green areas that are 

further away from playgrounds, 

and closer to the nature. Narin 

likes to join fitness classes in 

a safe space and take trips 

with her car.

48 years old

Grandma, and care-taker

Sandra is concerned about 

young people abusing drugs 

in the parks, and influx of men 

in public spaces since the 2015 

refugee crisis. She would not 

leave the kids alone, especially 

with many bushes limiting 

visibility.
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1, 2, 3, 7, 8

Guesthouses 

A corner cafe nearby is eager to make its 

space available during less busy times for local 

maker spaces.

9. Reumannplatz 

The main transportation hub of the district is not 

very safe for women at night.
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N A R I N

N A R I N

31 years old
works in a home supply shop

Narin describes her feelings 
towards Favoriten as a love-hate 
relationship. She prefers places 

that are quieter and less crowded, 
so she avoids Reumannplatz. She 
has no children and she likes to 

spend time in green areas that are 
further away from playgrounds, and 
closer to the nature. Narin likes to 
join fitness classes in a safe space 
and take trips with her car outside 

the district.

A D A

A D A

29 years old
young mum

Ada moved to Austria 1 month ago 
from Luxembourg. She finds people 
very friendly and the neighbourhood 

parks are very good for the kids. 
They live nearby Laubepark and 
also does all necessary grocery 
shopping in a SPAR. She really 

enjoys going outside to have fun 
with the kids, because everyday she 

talks with someone new - other 
women, friendly teenagers and 

children. 

cards
for adopting learnt perspectives
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conflict prompts
for starting a discussion

roll the dice for location!

4
0

38

7

Need for thermal comfort

With the heating of the climate there is a 
need to provide girls- and women-friendly 

green spaces that have cooling effects in the 
residential areas.

8. Wielandpark

The play and rest spaces in 
Wielandpark are designed mostly 

for small children and their parents. 
Adolescent and teenage girls are 
often uncomfortable in these and 

any other spaces.

C O N F L I C T

C O N F L I C T



43Disrupting the gendered order. 

Guesthouses

A corner cafe nearby is eager to make its 
space available during less busy times for 

local maker spaces.

De-compartmentalisation

Creating play spaces for children that are 
safe because of visibility and proximity can 
be more effective in overcoming conflicts 
than separating different users by fences.

O P P O R T U N I T Y

O P P O R T U N I T Y

A need for large green spaces. 

Public transport - a 

truly gender-sensitive 

design.

Partial 

de-compartmentalisation 

of public spaces.

Reclaiming Viennese 

tradition of guest-houses as 

migrant history.

Creative 

transformative 

practices.

opportunity prompts
for aiding a discussion
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spatial elements
for linking to spaces
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spatial elements
for linking to spaces
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spatial elements
for linking to spaces
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evaluation tool
for reflecting

1  PERSONA   SITE

COST

TIME

COMPLEXITY

SUITABILITY
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potential to build upon gender 
mainstreaming strategies
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the evaluation of tool by Vienna 

a larger researched group

expansion of perspectives

application to different contexts

future research



THANK YOU!


