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Abstract

Wind turbine installation vessels (WTIVs) are ships that are specifically designed to install offshore wind turbines.
These WTIVs have four or six large truss-like legs that are lowered towards the seabed by means of jacking
systems. These jacking systems are regulated by control systems to ensure the leg is lowered with a constant
velocity regardless of external disturbances. The bottom of these legs are outfitted with spudcans, which have a
conical shape to allow for penetration into the seabed. When these spudcans have settled in the seabed, the hull is
lifted above the waves. Consequently, wave-exciting forces on the hull are prevented and the motions of the hull
are near-zero so that the on-board crane can perform the installation operations with minimised disturbances.

The objective of this thesis is to develop and analyse a model that is able to describe and simulate the
dynamics of these jacking systems in great detail in response to external loads and the dynamics of the WTIV.
The control systems of the jacking systems are included in this model to simulate and evaluate the interaction
between the control system and the dynamics of the WTIV. Two conventional control systems are considered:
the Volts-per-Hertz (V/Hz) and the direct torque control (DTC) method. In the process of lowering the legs and
subsequent platform lifting, a transient phase can be identified during which the spudcans are penetrating the
seabed. Due to the periodical motions of the ships, multiple impacts with the seabed are expected. Additionally,
the jacking systems and the leg undergo a change of load direction as initially the leg is in tension and the jacking
systems are generating power, and afterwards the leg is in compression and the jacking systems are consuming
power. This thesis is focused on this seabed penetration phase as this phase introduces complicated dynamics. In
literature, no model is available that has the abilities to simulate the WTIVs and its jacking systems with control
systems in such level of detail.

This research gap is addressed by developing such a simulation model. This model is written in Python and
developed using finite element (FE) techniques and solved using numerical time integration. Seabed characteristics
are derived using a detailed coupled Eulerian-Lagrangian (CEL) FE models. Multiple control strategies are
simulated and evaluated, each differentiating how the velocity and torque setpoints of the jacking systems
are calculated. From the simulation model, it is found that in order to achieve load sharing between jacking
systems, torque and velocity require to be independently controlled which only the DTC method has the ability
to. Furthermore, each of the jacking systems should be provided with its own power supply. Best performance
and stability was achieved when each chord of the leg is given a common torque and velocity setpoint, which is
equivalent to a common torque and setpoint per leg in reality. Moreover, load sharing can be improved without a
control system by increasing the relative stiffness ratio between the chord and the mechanical contact between
rack and pinion.
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chapter 1

Introduction

coal, to renewable sources such as wind, solar, hydro and geothermal. Of these renewable energy sources,

wind energy is a mature technology with a low levelised cost of electricity (LCOE), making it an attractive
renewable energy source (Trinomics, 2020). Furthermore, wind energy is of special importance to the offshore
industry, as, compared to onshore conditions, the wind energy potential is generally significantly higher offshore.
The industry has seen tremendous growth in the last couple of years: from 2019 to 2022 the total worldwide
capacity has doubled to a total to 64 GW and it is expected that by 2025, 25 GW of new capacity will be added
every year (Hutchinson & Zhao, 2023). The historic development of both on- and offshore wind since 2001 is
shown in Figure 1.1.

C LIMATE change has caused a shift from environmentally unfriendly energy sources such as oil, gas and

100

I Onshore
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Figure 1.1: Historic development of wind capacity installations. Created with data from Hutchinson & Zhao
(2023).

The first commercial offshore wind project was installed in Denmark in 1991: eleven bottom-founded 450 kW
wind turbines for a total capacity of 5 MW. With a water depth of 2m to 4 m and a distance of 1.8 km offshore, the
environmental conditions for this project were, by today’s standards, relatively mild (Kolios & Lozano-Minguez,
2018). Since then, bottom-founded wind turbines have grown larger in size, from 450 kW to 8 MW, and are
placed further offshore in water depths of more than 60 m, as 80 % of the world’s offshore wind energy potential
is located there (Hutchinson & Zhao, 2023; Kolios & Lozano-Minguez, 2018). The increasing demand pushes
the development for even larger wind turbines, with 20 MW turbines expected by 2030 (Hosker & Justus, 2019).
Another future development is floating wind: in the last few years, floating wind has seen the first commercial
implementations, with a total of 188 MW installed by 2022 (Hutchinson & Zhao, 2023). In the scope of this thesis,
floating wind is not relevant as these are installed differently from bottom-founded turbines.

1.1 | The need, design and function of wind turbine installation vessels

Wind turbine installation vessels (WTIVs) are vessels that are specially designed to perform the installation of
offshore bottom-founded wind turbines. This section addresses why these vessels are necessary, how they are
designed and how they function.



4 Chapter 1. Introduction

1.1.1 | The need for wind turbine installation vessels

With a higher offshore energy potential also comes an increase in wind and wave loads. Wind turbines are
conventionally installed per component in situ; the supporting structure, the tower, the nacelle and the blades
are separately lifted in place. Crane ships that lift these components into place need not be hindered by these
environmental conditions. WTIVs are vessels that are specially designed for this operation. Conventionally these
are jack-ups designs, meaning that the hull is lifted out of the water to minimise wave-exciting loads. Recent
developments have also seen floating WTIVs, which uses dynamic positioning to minimise the motions of the
ship (Buitendijk, 2022). They differ in design philosophy: whereas the former prevents wave loads, the latter
mitigates them. Comparison between the capabilities of these two systems is shown in the table below.

Table 1.1: Qualitative comparison between WTIVs of type jack-up and floating (IMCA, n.d.).

Criterion Jack-up Floating

Manoeuvrability - +

Water depth

System complexity

Station keeping performance
Speed of setting up - +

Capex and opex
Maintenance frequency + -

+ o+ +
1

+
|

Floating WTIVs can effectively operate in infinitely deep waters whereas jack-ups are limited to about 175 m
(Boswell, 2018). Nevertheless, as the supporting structures of bottom-founded offshore wind turbines are limited
to 70 m, both types of WTIV perform equally well in the water depth criterion. Overall jack-ups are more reliable,
more cost-effective, require less maintenance and are a well-established design, and are therefore preferred by
the industry.

1.1.2 | The design of wind turbine installation vessels

The jack-up WTIVs (hereinafter referred to as WTIVs) are vessels with legs that are lowered towards the seabed
allowing the hull to be lifted out of the water, so that installation can proceed with minimal interference of waves.
This is made possible by jacking systems which are actuators that displace the legs. The bottom of these legs
are outfitted with spudcans that penetrate the seabed to provide a stable foundation. There are a few design
considerations to take into account for WTIVs, as listed in Table 1.2. The most notable design consideration is the
geometry of the legs, which are large cylindrical pillars or truss-like structures.

Table 1.2: Design considerations for WTIVs.

Design consideration Cylindrical legs Truss legs
number of legs  three or more three or more
jacking system rack-and-pinion or pin-and-yoke rack-and-pinion

number of chords N/A three to four
pinion configuration radial opposed or radial
fixation system yes or no yes or no
water depth  up to 100 m up to 200 m

GustoMSC has been one of the leading designers of jack-up type vessels since the 1950s. In the last century,
numerous three-legged jack-ups for oil and gas drilling have been designed and GustoMSC has been credited
with ground-breaking innovations such as the fixation system (Suyderhoud & Vleugels, 2016). Since the 2000s
there has been a shift to design WTIVs intended for offshore renewable energy.

Recent WTIV designs of GustoMSC have triangular truss legs, due to their reduced weight and application
in deeper waters. At least three legs are required for stability, but four are chosen so that operations can be
performed more efficiently. A schematic overview of a WTIV design is shown in Figure 1.2.
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jacking system—|

Figure 1.2: Schematic overview of main components of a WTIV.

1.1.3 | The design and function of jacking systems

The jacking systems are the key to the operation of WTIVs. It is responsible for vertically moving the legs relative
to the hull, so that operations can proceed. Operations involving the jacking system are schematised in Figure 1.3.
Collectively, these operations are hereinafter referred to as leg-handling.

leg lowering  platform lifting pre-loading platform lowering  leg lifting

Figure 1.3: Overview of leg-handling operations involving the jacking system in chronological order.

In order to perform these operations, a linear actuator is required. A linear actuator is a mechanism that produces
linear motion, i.e., is able to displace another body in a straight, linear line. Its counterpart is the rotary actuator,
which produces rotary motion, such as a conventional electric motor. In jack-ups and WTIVs two types of linear
actuators are generally considered: hydraulic (pin-and-yoke) and mechanical (rack-and-pinion) (Boswell, 2018).
More types of linear actuators exist, such as linear induction or linear synchronous machines that work on the
principle of electromagnetism. Such systems have not been implemented in jack-ups or WTIVs, but have seen
implementations in systems such as magnetically levitated trains or the hyperloop.

The former is known as pin-and-yoke and uses hydraulic cylinders to create linear motion. Figure 1.4 shows
the design and working principle of pin-and-yoke jacking systems. Operation of pin-and-yoke jacking systems is
performed in stages. The hydraulic cylinders compress alternatingly with the pin inserted into the leg. Essentially,
it is like climbing a ladder with alternating use of hands.
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left inactive right completed left pin engaged left jacking
right jacking jacking stage right pin retracted right inactive

Figure 1.4: Design and function of pin-and-yoke jacking systems.

The second type of jacking system uses mechanical actuation instead of hydraulic. Such systems are known
as rack-and-pinion and uses the mechanical contact between a rack and a pinion to convert rotary motion into
linear motion. Essentially, whereas the pinion is driven by a rotary actuator, the whole assembly acts as a linear
actuator. Out of these two types, only rack-and-pinion jacking systems are applicable to truss legs. Therefore,
this thesis will focus on rack-and-pinion jacking systems.

1.1.4 | The design of rack-and-pinion jacking systems

The rack-and-pinion jacking systems (henceforth referred to as jacking systems) consist of an assembly of pinions,
gearboxes and electric machines and is schematised in Figure 1.5. The machine runs at relatively high rotational
frequency with a low torque and the gearbox converts this to a relatively low rotational frequency with a high
torque, per the law of conservation of energy. The physical contact between the rack and the pinion converts
the rotational motion into translational motion, so that the legs are displaced relative to the hull. The torque
produced by the machine and its rotational frequency are regulated by control systems. Additionally, whereas
the jacking systems mainly transfer vertical forces, lower and upper guides provide transfer of horizontal forces.

upper
guide

~
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4
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lower )\\/ pinion
guide N - rack
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Figure 1.5: Design of a rack-and-pinion jacking system.
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1.1.5 | The complicated dynamics in jacking systems

Leg lowering is the first operation when the WTIV arrives at a location. The jacking systems are switched
on and this causes the legs to be lowered relative to the hull. At a certain point, the spudcans will penetrate
the seabed which provides an upwards reaction force. Once this reaction force is large enough, the jacking
systems will lift the hull out of the water (platform lifting) rather than penetrate the legs further into the seabed.
However, as the WTIV is in open sea, waves cause the spudcan to move up and down in the water periodically.
Consequently, multiple impacts are expected with the seabed before the spudcans have finally settled. This
transient phase between leg lowering and platform lifting is further referred to as the seabed penetration phase or
spudcan penetration phase.

During leg lowering, the legs are under tension and the electric machines are generating, as energy is
gained by lowering the legs. However, during platform lifting, the legs are under compression and the electric
machines are motoring, as energy is required to lift the hull out of the water. Thus, the legs, pinions, gearboxes,
machines, drives and control systems are subject to load direction changes during the seabed penetration phase.

At the same time, the jacking systems are also responsible for transferring bending moments from the
legs to the hull. These bending moments in the legs arise due to wave-exciting forces or when the spudcan is
penetrating the seabed under an angle. Part of this bending moment is transferred by the jacking systems by
means of a vertical force couple and the other part by the upper and lower guides by means of a horizontal force
couple. As a consequence of the vertical forces, the extension between the chords is unequal, which is called rack
phase difference (RPD). This is schematised in Figure 1.6. Significant RPD may cause the braces between the
chords to fail by buckling.

The distribution of the leg bending moment over the jacking systems and guides depends on their relative
stiffness. Naturally, a higher stiffness attracts more loads. The dimensionless ratio  denotes the relative
contribution of the jacking systems to transferring the leg bending moment. Normally, WTIVs are designed with
this value in the range of 0.4 to 0.8 (DNV, 2022).

Figure 1.6: Transfer of leg bending moment M to the hull via force couples and the resulting RPD.

1.2 | Problem statement

The control system of the jacking systems ensures a certain leg-handling velocity is achieved by regulating the
electric machines. Naturally, nominal operation is desired, meaning that all machines are perfectly synchronised in
velocity and torque, such that RPD is absent and the jacking systems efficiently share loads. This is unfortunately
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impossible due to the presence of waves and reaction forces from the seabed. Consequently, the jacking systems
also transfer bending moments to the hull, load direction constantly changes and RPD is present in the legs. It
is currently poorly understood what happens to the structure and jacking systems in detail during this seabed
penetration phase—and how control strategies can affect the performance. The following aspects would be
required in a model at minimum to accurately simulate and investigate this:

« fully modelled legs (three-dimensional truss with chords and braces);
« fully modelled jacking systems, including:

— pinions;

- gearboxes;

electric machines;

control systems regulating power to the machines;

« seabed model that allows seabed penetration;

« environmental loads such as gravity, wind, waves and currents.

To the best of the author’s knowledge, there is no model that includes all of these aspects. The model developed
by Kreuzer et al. (2014) comes closest, where the dynamics of a four-legged WTIV are modelled during seabed
penetration. A realistic seabed model is considered, but the legs are simplified to equivalent cylinders and a fully
modelled jacking systems is absent, as the motions of the legs are imposed, simulating the output of jacking
systems. Numerous of other studies of three-legged oil-and-gas jack-ups (Bienen & Cassidy, 2006; Cassidy &
Houlsby, 1999; Koole, 2015; Williams et al., 1998; Wu & Chang, 1988) and WTIVs (Heo et al., 2016; Ortega, 2016;
Sonnema, 2019) exist, but these only consider global dynamic response which excludes a fully modelled jacking
system and seabed penetration. Therefore, GustoMSC is interested in the development of such a model to gain
insight in the interaction between the jacking system control systems and the dynamics of the structure. This
leads to the problem statement:

There is no model to describe, simulate and investigate the interaction between jacking system dy-
namics, its control systems and WTIVs dynamics during seabed penetration, in order to gain insight
in the effect of control strategies.

1.3 | Research objective

The objective of this thesis is to gain insight into the interaction between the dynamics of a WTIV and its control
system. For this, the main research objective is:

Develop a model to investigate the interaction between the jacking system control systems and the
dynamics of WTIVs during seabed penetration and investigate the efficacy of control strategies

In order to reach this research objective in a structured manner, the following sub-objectives are defined:

1. identify methods to model the dynamics of structures;
2. identify methods to model the dynamics of WTIVs;

a. identify methods to model environmental loads on WTIVs;
b. identify methods to model the load transfer between leg and hull;
c. identify methods to model the load transfer between spudcan and seabed.

3. identify methods to regulate the dynamics of structures;

a. identify the working principle of control systems;
b. identify control methods for electric machines;

4. formulate equations to simulate the structural dynamics of WTIVs during seabed penetration;

a. develop and derive a novel, detailed model of jacking system dynamics;
b. implement conventional control methods and strategies;

5. explore the effects of different control methods or strategies on the dynamics of WTIVs
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1.4 | Scope of this thesis

This section defines the scope of this thesis. Without a properly defined scope, research possibilities are endless.
Therefore the following limitations are considered.

As this study does not consider the design of a WTIV, a simplified representation of WTIVs is adopted based
on international guidelines and engineering estimates. The adopted design features similar characteristics such
as the type of machines, the general design of the truss leg or the type of cross-sections in the leg. The simulation
model has been almost fully parametrised in the sense that certain constraints are still present: e.g. the shape of
the hull, the type of machines driving the jacking system or the general design of the legs cannot changed, but
their characteristic values can, e.g. the mass of the hull, the power of the machines or the dimensions of the legs.

As the hull of WTIVs is significantly less flexible than the legs, it is assumed that the effects of seabed
penetration are confined to their respective legs. For this reason, the adopted WTIV design is reduced to only
one leg instead of four, also saving significant computational time. Furthermore, the hull is assumed rigid.

WTIVs are loaded by environmental actions such as wind, currents and waves. Whereas wave-exciting
forces are zero time-averaged due to their periodicity, wind and current actions are non-zero time-averaged
and will cause WTIVs to drift from their intended positions. In reality, stationkeeping of WTIVs is realised by
dynamic positioning systems. These are a series of thrusters overseen by a control system. It is outside the scope
of this thesis to also model such a dynamic positioning system. Therefore, wind and current actions are instead
not considered and additional stationkeeping is realised by means of mooring.

The simulation model is primarily focused on the seabed penetration phase. The simulation starts during
the leg lowering phase, with a predefined clearance between seabed and spudcan, and continues until a predefined
duration is reached. The simulation model inherently transitions from leg lowering phase to platform lifting
phase via the seabed penetration phase. With the simulation model it is possible to completely simulate the leg
lowering and platform lifting load cases, as shown in Figure 1.3, though this would not produce results relevant
to this research.

The jacking system control systems implemented in this thesis follow from conventional control methods
and strategies for electric machines. The development of a novel control implementation is not considered.

1.5 | Structure of the thesis

The succeeding chapters of this thesis are structured in three parts: Part II contains the literature research, Part III
contains the simulation model and Part IV contains the conclusion.

Literature research is performed in Part Il and contains Chapters 2—4. This literature research serves as a
foundation for the thesis. All sub-objectives starting with "identify" are addressed. Chapter 2 looks into a general
procedure to model the dynamics of structures in order to obtain a set of governing equations and procedures.
The application of this procedure to WTIVs is found in Chapter 3, by looking at international guidelines and
literature. Lastly, Chapter 4 looks into control systems: what is their working principle and how is it implemented
to regulate the dynamics of structures?

The simulation model developed in this thesis is called Salacia and is addressed in Part III. This part contains
Chapters 5 and 6 and addresses the last two sub-objectives. Firstly, Chapter 5 presents the governing equations
and their derivations of Salacia in detail, which is the simulation model developed with this thesis. Then, the
results of the simulations executed with Salacia are presented in Chapter 6: the global dynamics and the local,
control system-dependent dynamics are addressed.

Finally, Part IV gives concluding remarks on the research and the results by relating the results to the
research objectives and provides a discussion and recommendations for further research.
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chapter 2

A general procedure to model the dynamics of
structures

Methods and equations identified in this chapter serve as a basis for the formulation of the model in
Part III. To put it concisely, structural dynamical modelling involves taking a structure, reducing it to a
simplified representative model and then evaluating the results, as schematised in Figure 2.1.

AA T I

structure representative model results

P I \m1s chapter presents an literature review on structural dynamical modelling of structures in general.

Figure 2.1: Overview of the procedure to model the dynamics of structures.

2.1 | Discretisation of structures into finite elements

Structures like buildings, bridges, wind turbines or jack-ups are complex systems of beams, columns, trusses
and other structural elements. The structural dynamics of these are hard to evaluate at hand with analytical
calculations. Therefore an equivalent, simplified model is created that represents all structural members, a
so-called finite element (FE) model. This means that the structure is discretised: a selection of points, so-called
nodes, is chosen along its geometry where displacements and internal loads can be evaluated, and external loads
can be applied. Increasing the number of nodes makes the model realistic and delivers more information, at the
cost of computational time: simple structures with fewer than hundred nodes can be solved and manually set
up by matrix-vector equations and those with more than hundred (up to millions) require special FE software
packages. This allows complex structures to be analysed in a relatively simple manner, like shown in Figure 2.1.

Nodes are linked to each other by elements so that internal loads are transferred, representing structural
members. These elements can be one-, two- or three-dimensional. One-dimensional elements are sufficiently
accurate for structures where the length of the element is significantly larger than its cross-section, such as
trusses, but also find applications in buildings to represent beams and columns (Chopra, 2014). Nodes can have
up to six degrees of freedom (DOF) in three-dimensional space: three translational directions and three rotational
directions. One-dimensional elements that can only axially displace are known as bar elements (Przemieniecki,
1968). Elements formed by two nodes that can only translate are known as truss elements. The most general
form are beam elements, which have two nodes with each six DOF. These three flavours of one-dimensional
elements are schematised in Figure 2.2.
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bar element truss element beam element

Figure 2.2: Three types of one-dimensional elements and their nodal displacements.

2.2 | The equation of motion

After discretising the structure, the equation of motion (EOM) is formulated which is the governing equation
describing the dynamics of the structure. This EOM is derived from Newton’s Second Law of Motion,

mx = f (2.1)

As structures consist of more than one DOF, this equation is vectorised. In structures, the resultant force Mgx on
all nodes is a sum of elastic forces fejasiic, damping forces fgamping and external forces f (Chopra, 2014), yielding

Mgx = f — fejagiic — fdamping (2~2)

The accelerations of the nodes are represented by the acceleration vector k. The elastic and damping forces are
proportional to the displacement x and velocity % respectively, and this proportionality is expressed in matrices,
such that the EOM becomes

Mx+Cx+Kx=1 (2.3)

The matrices Ms, Cs and K are the global structural mass, damping and stiffness matrices. The next sections
describe how the EOM, Equation 2.3, and these matrices are formulated for a single beam element, yielding the
element structural mass, damping and stiffness matrices M., C, and K. It is later shown how these element
matrices are combined to form global matrices to represent a complete structure. As this chapter considers a
general procedure, a three-dimensional beam element is used including shear and rotary inertia effects. The
complexity of the resulting general equations can then be reduced to less DOF, such as bar or truss elements
shown in Figure 2.2, or by neglecting shear and rotary inertia effects.

2.3 | Structural elastic forces

As the considered element is a beam element, the element structural stiffness matrix K. is derived with beam
theory (Przemieniecki, 1968). Many methods are found in literature, such as Castigliano’s theorem or the use of
differential equations (Chopra, 2014; Przemieniecki, 1968). The method used here is that of unit displacements, as
this allows the mass matrix to be derived as well in an elegant manner. This method works by imposing unit
displacements

T
&= (u1 v Wy 01 @1 U1 Uz vz we Iy @ ¢2) (2.4)

of the twelve DOF onto the beam element. This application of unit displacements causes the beam to deform.
This deformation is described analytically with beam theory: u(x) describes the axial deformation caused by u;
and u,, 9(x) describes the torsional deformation caused by &; and 95, v(x) describes transverse bending caused
by v1, v2. 1 and /5, and w(x) describes vertical bending caused by wy, ws. ¢; and ¢,. As a general procedure is
considered, the Timoshenko beam theory is adopted which includes shear effects (Timoshenko & Gere, 1961). The
deformation of the beam element induces strains € and stresses o in the beam, which can be derived from the four
beam equations. The strains and stresses are function of the unit displacements & by the relation (Przemieniecki,
1968)
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£ =S¢ (2.5a)
o = Ec = ES& (2.5b)

Where S is a matrix relating the unit displacements & to the strains £ and E is a diagonal elasticity matrix relating
stresses to the strains. It then follows that the element structural stiffness matrix K, is found by integrating the
strain energy over the volume of the beam, and is given by Przemieniecki (1968) as

K. = / STESdv (2.6)
|4

The complete derivation is continued in Section A.1 and the result is given in Equation 2.7. By virtue of Newton’s
Third Law the matrix is symmetric.

B0 0 0 0 o -E o 0 0 0 0
12EI, 6EI, 12EI, 6EI,
B(1+6,) 0 0 0 2(1+6,) T B(1+0,) 0 0 0 2(1+6,)

12BL, g GEL 0 0 0 _ _12EI, __6EL, 0
P(+6,) o E(1+0,) B(1+6,) o P(1+6,)
+ 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0
l
EIL,(4+0,) 6EI EI,(2-6,)
are,) 0 0 0 mmey O ey O
EI,(4+6,) ____G6EIl, 0 0 0 EI,(2-6,)
K, = 1(1+0;) EA 2(1+0;) I(1+0;) (2.7)
B0 0 0 0 0
1
12EI, 6EIl,
B(+e;) 0 0 0 ~Pwv6)
12EI, 0 6EI, 0
B(1+6,) o E(1+6,)
+ 0 0
1
EI(4+0,)
sym l(yl+@y)y 0
EL(446,)
I(1+6,) |

2.4 | Structural inertia forces

In literature, two conventional approaches are found to model the inertia forces of a beam element: the consistent
method and the lumped mass method. The consistent mass approach delivers greater accuracy than the lumped
mass approach (Chopra, 2014; Przemieniecki, 1968). Nevertheless, the lumped mass approach has a computational
advantage: because it is a diagonal mass matrix, the resulting computational time is significantly lower as matrix
inversion is straightforward. In the simulation model, Chapter 5, both methods are used: the hull is modelled
with the lumped mass method and the leg with the consistent mass method.

2.4.1 | Consistent element mass matrix

The consistent element mass matrix is a matrix that is derived using the same method as the element stiffness
matrix: by using the four equations that describe the deformation of the beam due to the unit displacements. Let

E= (a(x,y, z) o(x, y,z) w(x,y, z))T (2.8)

be a vector that describes the three-dimensional displacement of the element at (x, y, z): the axial displacement
u(x, y, z), transverse displacement 9(x, y, z) and vertical displacement w(x, y, z), which are related to the six beam
equations by

a(x,y,2) = ulx) =y - ¢(x) + z - o(x) (2.92)
0(x,y,2) = v(x) — z - I(x) (2.9b)
w(x,y,2z) = w(x) +y-3(x) (2.9¢)

As this considers a general procedure, the rotation of the cross-section is also included which adds the transverse
angle of the neutral axis /(x) and vertical angle of the neutral axis ¢(x), so-called rotary inertia effects. Similarly to
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how the stresses and strains are related to the unit displacements & by the matrices S and E, the total displacement
of any point £ can be related to the unit displacements £ by £ = DE. It then follows that the element mass matrix
is found by Przemieniecki (1968) as

M. = p/DTD dv (2.10)
\4

Where p is the density of the material. Further derivation and the element mass matrix M, itself are found in
Section A.2 due to its size.

2.4.2 | Lumped element mass matrix

In the lumped mass approach the mass of one half of the element is concentrated on the first node, and the mass
of the second half is concentrated on the second node. This yields a diagonal matrix; the lumped mass matrix
(Chopra, 2014)

pAl
Me:7<111000111000>diag (2.11)

2.5 | Structural damping forces

Although damping may not be explicitly present in structures in the form of viscous dampers, it should be
considered carefully. When structures vibrate energy is lost to internal friction and to the air, as the air is excited
and energy is then radiated outwards (Chopra, 2014). Not implementing structural damping in dynamical models
can cause numerical errors or excessive unrealistic vibrations, as convergence will not be attained. The most
conventional method to model this structural damping is by means of Rayleigh damping, which is a linear
combination of the structural mass and stiffness matrices and is given as (Chopra, 2014)

C, = ayM; + a;K; (2.12)

In order to find the unknown coefficients ay and a;, the desired damping ratio { at two frequencies w; and w;
needs to be established (Chopra, 2014). Normally, the two first natural frequencies of the structure are chosen, wy;
and wy, as these are the most dominant motions. These natural frequencies are found by solving the eigenvalue
problem

(Ks - wnzMs)q =0 (2.13)

for the unknown eigenfrequency w, and eigenvector q (Wu & Chang, 1988). This yields multiple eigenfrequencies
w, and multiple eigenvectors Q. Using the first two modes of the structure, the coefficients are then found by
(Chopra, 2014)

2010,
ay = {—21n2 (2.14a)
Wn1 + Wn2
2
ag=0{—— (2.14b)
Wn1 + Wn2

2.6 | External forces

The last component of the EOM are the external forces f. These external forces can be translational forces or
rotational forces (moments) and are applied to the nodes. Let the external forces directly applied to the nodes
be denoted as f;,. When external loads are defined as continuous loads along the beam element, it needs to be
determined how these forces are distributed among the two adjacent nodes. Consider therefore the following
external translational forces f.(X) along an element

£.00) = (Fx(X) fx(¥) £200)" (2.15)

A transformation matrix is then required to map these forces to the respective nodal forces. There are multiple
approaches for this found in literature. Consider first the consistent method where this mapping is based on the
beam deformation functions, just like for the consistent mass matrix (Chopra, 2014; Przemieniecki, 1968)
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f:fn+/DT
1

Where the matrix D follows from Equation 2.9, and Y = Z = 0 as forces are assumed to be applied to the centroid
of the beam. A second, less computationally expensive, method is suggested by Chopra (2014) to use linear
interpolation functions and a third method is to use the lumped method, where all external forces on one half of
the element are concentrated on one node, and all external forces on the other half of the element to the other
node. The consistent method is most accurate, as loads along the element induce moments on the nodes as well.
The three methods are schematised in Figure 2.3 with decreasing accuracy. In the simulation model, Chapter 5,
the linear interpolation method is used.

T T ==> (<10 O] [TITTTT]

load consistent linear lumped

£.(X)dX (2.16)
Y=Z=0

Figure 2.3: Three methods to map the external forces onto the nodes with decreasing accuracy.

2.7 | Procedures to represent a structure with multiple beam elements

Thus far, this chapter has described a general procedure to formulate the EOM for a single beam element. Even
the simplest structure comprises of multiple beam elements, and therefore this section addresses how to combine
multiple beam elements to form a structure.

2.7.1 | Composition of the global vectors and matrices

Given a structure with n nodes. Elements can be formed between any two nodes i and j where i # j, for a
total of m = n(n — 1)/2 elements. For each of these elements, the force vector f; ; and mass M, ;, stiffness Ke; ;
and damping C; ; matrices can be readily formulated. The procedure to form the global matrices and vector is
shown in Figure 2.4 for the case of n = 4: the global matrices are a superposition of the element matrices at their
corresponding nodes. These vectors and matrices need to be expressed in the same coordinate system. In case an
element does not exist between nodes i and j, it is not included in the superposition procedure.

X2 X23 X3 X4 X4

Figure 2.4: Principle of superposition to obtain the global matrices.

Xglobal

2.7.2 | Transformation for elements with an arbitrary orientation

In case the local coordinate system of an element deviates from the global coordinate system, a transformation
needs to take place of the mass, damping and stiffness matrices and force vector, before forming the global
matrices and vector. The transformation of some vector v and some matrix Y is formulated by Katsikadelis (2020)
as
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Uglobal = RTUIocal (2.178.)

Yglobal = RTYlocalR (217b)
A 0 0 O
0 0 0

where R = o 0 A 0 (2.17¢)
0 0 0 A

The transformation is performed by the coordinate transformation matrix A. This matrix transforms the global
coordinate system xyz to local coordinate system XY Z. This requires the local coordinate system to be expressed
in global coordinates, by means of the unit vectors éx, éy and éz

éx = exxi + eijA + eXzf( (2.183)
ey = eyxi + eyyj + eYZIA( (2.18b)
éz = ezxi + eZyj+ eZzlA( (2.18C)

where i, j and k are unit vectors in the three directions x, y and z of the global coordinate system. It then follows
that the transformation matrix A is given as (Katsikadelis, 2020)

€xx €xy €x:
A=leys ey ey (2.19)
€zx €zy €z

By definition, a beam element follows its local X-axis such that an element formed by the two nodes (x1, y1, z1)
and (x3, ¥2, 22), yields éx as

g = 22 ;xli+ 2 ;y1j+ z ; = exal + exyj + +ex:k (2.20)
where
I= \/(Xg —x)* + (y2 — y1)* + (20 — 21)? (2.21)

This definition is schematised in Figure 2.5. It is evident that the coordinates of the two nodes only provide the
orientation of the X-axis, éx, whereas more information is necessary in order to establish the orientation of the Y
and Z axes, ey and éz—there are an infinite number of equally valid orientations of Y and Z around the X-axis
without further information, as shown in Figure 2.6 for two arbitrary orientations. Unless the cross-section is
axisymmetric, which results in angle-independent sectional parameters such as second moment of area, it is
required to define this orientation. In Katsikadelis (2020) and in general for beam elements in FE models, this is
solved by defining an additional third point on either the XY or XZ plane, which gives the orientation of the
cross-section. In the simulation model, Chapter 5, axisymmetric cross-sections are exclusively used, so that any
angle is sufficient.
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Figure 2.5: Definition of the local X- Figure 2.6: Two equally valid orientations of the local cross-section.
axis.

2.8 | Procedures to solve the equation of motion

Generally, the structures considered are rather complicated and yield a large EOM. In some cases, the equations
are coupled and non-linear. In these cases, numerical integration is required in oder to evaluate the EOM,
Equation 2.3, as analytical solutions are not possible. Integration is generally performed in the time-domain by
means of time-stepping methods (Chopra, 2014). This means that the state of the system, x, X and %, is evaluated
at a certain time t;. Then using this state the solution for time t;,, is obtained. This requires the EOM is rewritten
in the form of

¥ = —M;'Cex — M, 'Kx + M, 7'f (2.22)

Then by introducing new variables y = x and y = %, the EOM can be rewritten as a system of equations

(?) = —Mso‘le —MSI-lcS] (i) * (Mso‘lf) (2.23)

This methods requires initial conditions: at t+ = 0 the displacement x and velocities x of all DOF need to be
provided. It is often sufficient to provide trivial initial conditions and allow the system find its equilibrium.
Furthermore, a suitable time step needs to be provided. If the time step is too large, the global numerical error
will rapidly grow and convergence will not be achieved. On the other hand, when the time step is too small, the
solution requires significant computational time and memory. The required time step is physically related to the
relative stiffness of the system: if the ratio K to M is high, the system is considered stiff and requires small time
steps.

Using a suitable integration scheme, Equation 2.23 can be evaluated for every moment ¢t > 0. Many
integration schemes exist to solve Equation 2.23, such as Euler forward, Runge-Kutta or Radau. These can be
categorised as either implicit or explicit methods. Explicit methods use the state of the system at the previous
time step to compute the state of the next time step, whereas the implicit method involves the next time step in
the calculation (Chopra, 2014).

These integration schemes, such as Runge-Kutta, are readily available in the Python package SciPy. This
implementation also has capabilities of finding the most optimal time step for convergence automatically (SciPy
Developers, n.d.). Only the differential equation from Equation 2.23 needs to be provided.

| Concluding remarks

This chapter has presented a procedure to model the dynamics of any structure that can be represented by
beam elements, such as buildings, bridges or WTIVs. It is presented how the governing equation—the EOM—is
formulated by force balance between external and internal forces, which are the elastic, damping and inertia
forces. Furthermore, it has been addressed how the EOM can be solved by means of numerical time integration.
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The next chapter is an extension to this chapter, by applying the procedure to model the dynamics of
structures to WTIVs specifically. This is performed by looking into relevant research and international guidelines
on this subject.
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Modelling the dynamics of wind turbine
installation vessels

dynamics are modelled of WTIVs specifically, by looking into research and guidelines. There have been

numerous studies into the global dynamics of jack-ups, especially focused on three-legged drilling rigs
(Bienen & Cassidy, 2006; Cassidy & Houlsby, 1999; Koole, 2015; Sonnema, 2019; Williams et al., 1998). Moreover,
international guidelines (DNV, 2022; ISO, 2015) exist which recommend methods to study the dynamics of
jack-ups. All these studies and guidelines conform to FE models, as described in the previous chapter. Therefore,
the structure of this chapter follows the same order as in Chapter 2. The first step is to discretise the WTIV into a
representative model, described in Section 3.1. Then in Section 3.2 the transfer of elastic forces in the WTIV are
presented, followed by inertia and damping forces in Section 3.3 and Section 3.4. Then external, environmental
forces subjected to WTIV are addressed in Section 3.5 followed by a conclusion in Equation 3.5.3.3.

I : XTENDING the literature research of the previous chapter, this chapter looks into how the structural

3.1 | Discretisation of wind turbine installation vessels

The overarching discretisation found in literature (Bienen & Cassidy, 2006; Cassidy & Houlsby, 1999; Williams et
al., 1998) and guidelines (DNV, 2022; ISO, 2015) is to consider the legs and the hull as separate structural members,
as their interface features finite stiffness, and because they have different structural properties. The next two
sections look into how the legs and hulls themselves are discretised into a FE model.

3.1.1 || Discretisation of the legs

For global dynamic analysis, it is recommend to represent the legs as an equivalent one-dimensional beam (DNV,
2022; ISO, 2015). The one-dimensional beam is equivalent in the sense that the axial area A, the shear area A; and
the second moment of area I are such, that application of any unit load (axial, shear or moment) results in the same
deformation as the full structure. The advantage of this method is that computational time is significantly reduced
for virtually the same result. The downside is that, whereas the global dynamics are accurately represented,
information about motions and forces of individual chords and braces is lost. This method has been applied in
models created by Bienen & Cassidy (2006); Cassidy & Houlsby (1999); Williams et al. (1998); Wu & Chang (1988),
where the legs were modelled with just two elements each.

As mentioned, for global dynamical analysis the equivalent leg models are satisfactory, but when local
results are required, a detailed FE model containing all structural members is suitable. A hybrid model, where an
equivalent leg is combined with this detailed model at the area of interest, is a more computationally effective
alternative (DNV, 2022; ISO, 2015). In this case the area of interest could be around the jacking system or near
the spudcans.

Summarising, three methods with increasing accuracy and complexity are found in literature to discretise the
legs. These methods are schematised in Figure 3.1 and listed in order of increasing accuracy and complexity:

1. Equivalent leg model;
2. Hybrid equivalent-detailed FE leg model;
3. Detailed FE leg model.

21
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Figure 3.1: Levels of complexity of leg discretisation.

3.1.2 || Discretisation of the hull

The lowest level of complexity is to assume the hull as a rigid body. The motivation behind this is that the stiffness
of the hull is significantly larger than that of the legs (Koole, 2015; Williams et al., 1998; Wu & Chang, 1988). This
allows the hull to be modelled by a single node.

A second level of complexity is found in international guidelines (ISO, 2015) and literature (Bienen &
Cassidy, 2006; Cassidy & Houlsby, 1999; Sonnema, 2019), where the hull is represented by beam elements rather
than rigid elements, meaning that stiffness is finite. In literature of three-legged jack-ups (Bienen & Cassidy,
2006) four nodes are used to represent the hull and in literature of four-legged jack-ups (Koole, 2015) five nodes
are used to represent the hull.

A third and final level of complexity is recognised by international guidelines (ISO, 2015) and is a detailed
FE model, just like the leg model.

Summarising, three methods with increasing accuracy and complexity to model the hull have been identified in
literature. These methods are schematised in Figure 3.2 and listed below.

1. Rigid hull;

2. Equivalent hull model;

3. Detailed FE hull model.

L .

structure 1 2 3

Figure 3.2: Levels of complexity of hull discretisation.

3.2 | Structural elastic forces

Structural elastic forces are present internally in the two overarching structural members, the leg and the hull.
These are considered first in Section 3.2.1 and Section 3.2.2. The force transfer between these two models, the
so-called leg-and-hull interface, is addressed in Section 3.2.3 followed by the force transfer between the spudcan
and the seabed in Section 3.2.4.

3.2.1 | Structural elastic forces of the legs

In literature the equivalent leg model is almost exclusively used and for this method numerous derivations are
found for the characteristic stiffness values (EA, GA and I). The first two methods are recommended by ISO
(2015): the first method is to use tabulated equations based on the type of bracing of the legs and the second
method is to create a detailed FE model, subject these to one of the unit loads and find the characteristic stiffness
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values based on the resulting deformation. Thirdly, Wu & Chang (1988) uses the principle of virtual work to obtain
equivalent stiffness matrices. Lastly, Williams et al. (1998) looked into non-linear dynamic analysis for jack-ups
and suggested an addition to the equivalent leg model. This addition takes into account that flexural stiffness is
reduced when compressive axial loads are present, the so-called P — § effect. As this study is concentrated on the
spudcan penetration phase, where large axial loads are expected on a relatively slender structure—the triangular
truss—this effect should be considered.

Non-linear consideration: P-6 effect

The EOM, Equation 2.3, is a linear system of equations. Linearity allows the principle of superposition which
implies that the sum of the effects of every unit displacement applied separately, should be the same as the effect
of applying all unit displacements simultaneously. Notwithstanding, there is a non-linear effect that arises when
axial loads and bending are considered simultaneously. Suppose a compressive load P is applied to a simply
supported beam with an initial bending deformation §y(x). An additional moment M; = Pdy(x) is then introduced
and consequently, the bending deformation increases to d;(x). A feedback loop arises until equilibrium is reached,
which theoretically may be beyond the strength of the material. This is a non-linear effect known as P — §
effect when considered at node-element level, and P — A effect when looking at the effects on the complete
structure. This is schematised in Figure 3.3. Effectively, this effect can be summarised that compressive loads
make a structure weaker to bending, and tensile loads make it stronger.

8 ) R

M;i(x)=P-y(x) l My(x)=P-5,(x) l Moo(%)=P- 5eo(x)

Figure 3.3: The P-§ effect: increasing deformations due to axial loads.

In mathematical context of the beam element, the axial compressive load P follows from axial displacements
uy and u,, such that P = (u; — u;)EA/I. The equation for a bending beam including an axial load P is given by
Timoshenko & Gere (1961) as

ﬂ P d% dv A d%v

b =0 — — + —(uy — Uy)—
& T ae ' T e T g

=0 (3.1)

It can be observed that the resulting solution is non-linear as axial displacements u; and u, are multiplied with
the transverse bending deformation v(x). This cannot be expressed in the linear form Kyx for the EOM. It is
therefore interesting to investigate whether it is even required to include P — § effects. The effect is related to the
Euler buckling load P,, = EI7%(2l)"%: introducing dimensionless load ratio g> = P/P,, (Williams et al., 1998) the
solution to Equation 3.1 becomes

x . x
v(x) = ¢y + c1x + ¢3 cos (qn7> + ¢3 sin (qﬂj) (3.2)

Where the four unknown coefficients are found by applying boundary conditions vy, vs, /1 and ;. 1000 000
arbitrary realisations of beam unit displacements, vy, v5, /; and /5, from a uniform distribution between —1 and
1, and 1000 000 arbitrary realisations of dimensionless load ratio g* from a uniform distribution between 0 and 1
are generated. The resulting maximum beam deformation including axial effects 0,4, and excluding axial effects
b are calculated from Equation 3.2 and Equation A.11. The envelope of their resulting ratio is plotted against the
dimensionless ratio g* in Figure 3.4.
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Figure 3.4: Relative importance of P — § effects as function of load ratio g2.

It can be observed that P — § effects are only relevant when P approaches the Euler buckling load, regardless of
the initial deformation of the beam. For relative small axial loads P, the second term in Equation 3.1 approaches
zero, yielding the conventional beam equation again, Equation A.10a. Therefore, as long as the axial elastic loads
are lower than roughly 40 % of the Euler buckling load, the P — § effects can be ignored and the linear equations
hold. In the simulation model, Chapter 5, a maximum dimensionless ratio ¢* of 0.18 is found, implying that P — §
effects can be neglected.

3.2.2 || Structural elastic forces of the hull

For the equivalent hull model, the characteristic stiffness values are found by applying unit loads to a detailed FE
model. Due to its size, torsional stiffness is included for the hull and in-plane bending stiffness can be assumed
infinite (ISO, 2015). A rigid hull is only represented by a single node, such that stiffness is not defined.

3.2.3 || Force transfer between the leg and hull

The two structural members that have been presented, the leg and the hull, require to be coupled in order to
transfer loads and form one structure. This force transfer occurs through the following three connections (ISO,
2015):

1. fixation system: both vertical and horizontal forces
2. jacking system: vertical forces via contact between rack and pinion

3. guide: horizontal forces via contact between rack and guides

Additionally, contact between the rack and guides may also produce vertical forces by means of friction, but no
literature considers this. Together, these three interfaces form the leg-and-hull interface. In increasing complexity
of modelling and accuracy, four levels of coupling are identified from literature and guidelines: rigid coupling,
linear stiffness coupling, non-linear stiffness coupling and motion coupling.

3.2.3.1 || Rigid coupling

The simplest method to model the leg-and-hull interface is to assume rigid coupling, as found in Cassidy &
Houlsby (1999); Williams et al. (1998); Wu & Chang (1988). This is method is accurate in the case the fixation
system is engaged, which is normally the case for stationary analysis in elevated conditions (DNV, 2022). This
method is not applicable as the leg needs to be displaced relative to the hull.

3.2.3.2 || Linear stiffness coupling

The conventional and more realistic method is by modelling the connections between the legs and the hull with
linear springs: vertical, horizontal and rotational springs. The characteristics of these springs depend on the
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stiffness of the chords, the pinions, the guides and the structure holding the jacking system (DNV, 2022; ISO,
2015). A method to obtain these stiffness values is presented by guidelines (ISO, 2015): by creating a detailed FE
model of the leg-and-hull interface and applying unit loads (axial, shear and bending moment), the equivalent
spring characteristics can be obtained from the resulting displacements. Normally, the horizontal stiffness is
assumed infinite (ISO, 2015).

3.2.3.3 || Non-linear stiffness coupling

The linear vertical and rotational springs are conservative as the stiffness of the leg-and-hull interface is not linear.
For the connection between rack and pinion, non-linearity is introduced by backlash, due to manufacturing
defects or tolerances, which means that the rack and pinion are not always meshing. Additionally, the stiffness
between rack and pinion is also dependent on the angle of the pinion as the contact area is variable. For the
connection between rack and guide, non-linearity is also introduced by a certain clearance between the rack and
guides, as these are not always in contact.

These shortcomings are recognised by Zheng et al. (2015) and ISO (2015) and they provide solutions to
model the rack-and-pinion backlash and rack-and-guide clearance, by means of gap elements. This means that
they are modelled as springs that only activate in compression.

3.2.3.4 || Motion coupling

The most detailed and realistic level for the leg-and-hull interface is one that includes activation of the jacking
systems, so that the legs displace relative to the hull. Serraris et al. (2017) included such a leg-and-hull interface in
their model, but its level of detail is limited: the motion of the legs is imposed rather than produced by interaction
between rack and pinion, making it a one-way interaction.

To the best of the author’s knowledge, research including motion coupling in the leg-and-hull interface for
WTIVs or jack-ups with a level of detail that includes the pinions (and gearboxes and motors), does not exist.
This is because research is often focused on analyses in elevated (fixed) conditions—which excludes modelling
the jacking systems—as this results in the highest loads and displacements (Bienen & Cassidy, 2006; Cassidy &
Houlsby, 1999; DNV, 2022; ISO, 2015; Williams et al., 1998; Wu & Chang, 1988). In Chapter 5 this knowledge gap
is addressed and such as model is developed.

3.2.4 | Force transfer between the spudcan and seabed

This section identifies methods to model the interface between the spudcan and the seabed. As stated by Kreuzer et
al. (2014), there is a clear distinction between two modelling cases in literature. The first case concerns modelling
of the interface where the spudcan has penetrated the ground and is fixed to the seabed with certain translational
and rotational rigidity. Such models are applicable to platform lifting, pre-loading and platform lowering load
cases, as schematised in Figure 1.3. The second case concerns modelling of the spudcan where it is in process of
penetrating the ground, which Kreuzer et al. (2014) denoted as "grounding". Such models are applicable to the
spudcan penetration phase, which is the transient phase between leg lowering and platform lifting.

3.2.4.1 || Fully penetrated spudcan

The first method considers the case where the spudcan already penetrated into the seabed, physically meaning
that there is always a force transfer. Though such models are not directly applicable to this research, relevant
insights might be gained from such models. Methods of increasing complexity and accuracy are presented.

The simplest model assumes the spudcans to be either pinned or fixed to the seabed. Both cases assume
infinite horizontal and vertical stiffness, whereas the rotational stiffness is zero for the pinned support and infinite
for the fixed support. Such models have been used in Koole (2015); Wu & Chang (1988). Essentially, these are
linear springs with stiffness values of either extremes. The second level of complexity is therefore found by
modelling the spudcan-and-seabed interface with linear springs of finite, non-zero stiffness. Such models are
recommended by ISO (2015) are found in research of Koole (2015); Sonnema (2019).

According to Bienen & Cassidy (2006); Cassidy & Houlsby (1999), the use of pinned, fixed or linear spring
supports is an oversimplification and yields conservative results. Therefore, an alternative model has been
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developed by Cassidy & Houlsby (1999) called "Model C". This model is applicable to dense sand and uses a yield
surface to determine whether the seabed is yielding, which results in plastic deformation, and uses the work
hardening to consequently increase the stiffness of the seabed. An equivalent model for clayey seabeds called
"Model B" has also been developed (Martin, 1994).

3.2.4.2 || Active spudcan penetration

The second case considers the spudcan actively penetrating the seabed. Physically, this means that the force
transfer between the spudcan and the seabed is intermittent as the spudcan has not yet settled in the seabed.
Kreuzer et al. (2014); Serraris et al. (2017) modelled the spudcan-and-seabed interface with a vertical non-linear
penetration curve that only acts in compression, i.e. when the spudcan has a downward vertical velocity. Their
reasoning for this is that the seabed will not rebound after the load is removed. Furthermore, every time the
spudcan hits the seabed, the soil is under virgin conditions, so there is no physical permanent displacement of the
seabed. The horizontal forces are similarly modelled with non-linear penetration curves, and are both a function
of horizontal and vertical position.

These vertical and horizontal penetration curves are derived using detailed FE models of the ground and
spudcan. The state-of-the-art method to model this interaction is by means of the coupled Eulerian-Lagrangian
(CEL) method, which allows for large deformations. This method has been applied in Kreuzer et al. (2014) for a
seabed of dense sand, which was modelled using a hypoplastic model, and in Tho et al. (2012) for a seabed of clay,
which was modelled using Tresca plasticity. The CEL method has seen excellent convergence with experimental
results (Tho et al., 2012).

3.3 | Structural inertia forces

According to ISO (2015) the mass terms in WTIVs are classified in three categories: structural mass, non-structural
mass and added mass. Added mass follows from hydrodynamic loads and is addressed in Section 3.5. Non-
structural mass includes equipment, marine growth and variable loads and is not considered in this thesis.
Structural mass includes the mass of the legs, hull and spudcans. No method is recommended in these guidelines
how to model the mass. Nevertheless, as described in Section 2.4 there are two conventional methods to create
the mass matrix: a consistent mass matrix and a lumped mass matrix. The lumped mass approach is used in
research by Koole (2015) and Wu & Chang (1988). The consistent mass approach is used in Bienen & Cassidy
(2006); Cassidy & Houlsby (1999); Williams et al. (1998).

3.4 | Structural damping forces

ISO (2015) considers structural damping, hydrodynamic damping and foundation damping. All of these are
recommended to be modelled with a damping ratio of 2 %. The method described in Section 2.5, Rayleigh damping,
is widely used in literature as well. For structural damping Bienen & Cassidy (2006); Cassidy & Houlsby (1999);
Williams et al. (1998) used a damping ratio { of 5% and the natural frequencies of the first two modes, which
are global surge and sway of the jack-up. Hydrodynamic damping is alternatively, and more conventionally,
modelled from fluid-structure relative velocity effects which is addressed in Section 3.5.2 (ISO, 2015).

3.5 | Environmental actions

WTIVs are subjected to a variety of environmental actions. These actions include wind, wave and current actions.
As stated in scope, Section 1.4, wind and current actions are not considered due to their time-averaged non-zero
magnitude, which are cancelled out by dynamic positioning systems. Guidelines further recognise earthquake
and operational actions (e.g. operation of the crane or moving on-board mass). These are not considered in this
thesis as the former is a highly unlikely event and the latter does not (at least intentionally) occur during the
operation of the jacking system.
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3.5.1 | Metocean data

The intensity of the environmental actions depend on metocean conditions. These are location- and season-
specific characteristic values that describe the weather and sea state. Based on a few characteristic metocean
values, environmental actions for a location can be calculated. ISO (2015) lists the following metocean data:

1. water depth;
2. wave characteristics: significant wave height, spectral peak period and direction;
3. current characteristics: velocity, profile and direction;

4. wind characteristics: velocity, profile and direction.

3.5.2 | Wave actions on legs

Hydrodynamic actions from waves on slender structural members, like the legs, are generally calculated with the
Morison equation (Bienen & Cassidy, 2006; ISO, 2015). A general procedure is presented here for a randomly
oriented beam in wave conditions, including relative velocity effects. The Morison equation normally also features
current effects, but as stated earlier, these are not considered in this thesis. The hydrodynamic action dfy, on an
infinitesimally small segment dX of a beam element is given as (Chakrabarti, 1994)

Sfnx 1
dfh =d fh,Y = <2pWDeqCDuN ‘uN| + preqCMuN> dX (33)
fnz

where p,, is the density of water, D4 is the equivalent diameter of the leg, Cp is the drag coefficient, A.q is the
equivalent area of the leg, Cy is the inertia coefficient and uy is the absolute or relative fluid particle velocity
normal to the element’s axis in local coordinates. In deterministic analysis, the absolute velocity of the water
particles is used, whereas in stochastic analysis the relative velocity is used. The following condition determines
whether relative velocity effects should be included (ISO, 2015)

2T 5 0 (3.4)

T, D

where H; is the significant wave height, T}, is the peak period, T;, is the first natural period of surge or sway
motion and D is the diameter of the chord. In order to resolve the velocity normal to the element uy in local
coordinates, it is first required to formulate the fluid particle velocity in the global coordinate system u,, by
means of a velocity field u, which can be either absolute (u,ps) or relative (u). Let the absolute fluid particle
velocity u,ps be defined by the wave-induced fluid particle velocity uy

Uabs = Up (35)

It then follows that the relative fluid particle velocity is found by subtracting the motion of the element

Upe] = Up — X (3.6)

Secondly, it is required to know the orientation of the element. This is defined in Section 2.7.2 and is characterised
by the unit vector éx which runs along the axis of the element. The velocity normal to the element’s axis u, is
then found as (Chakrabarti, 1994; Wu & Chang, 1988)

U, = ex X u X ex (3.7)

where u is either u,p or u,. This velocity normal to the element’s axis, uy, is expressed in global coordinates. The
velocity normal to the element’s axis in the local coordinates of the element uy is found by using Equation 2.17a,
yielding

uy = Auy, (3.8)

Per definition of the Morison force, evaluating Equation 3.8 results in a zero X-component of uy. Then, with
Equation 3.3, the Y- and Z-components of the hydrodynamic action per unit length df,y and dfy 2 can be
evaluated on the legs in local coordinates. By using the integration from Equation 2.16, the resulting nodal forces
are found.
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Next, two models need to be established in order to evaluate the Morison equation: 1) a hydromechanic
model to establish the equivalent diameter D.q, equivalent area A.q, drag coefficient Cp and inertia coefficient Cy
and 2) a wave model to establish the absolute wave fluid particle velocity uy,.

3.5.2.1 || Hydromechanic model

The hydromechanic model establishes the coefficients and characteristic dimensions required by the Morison
equation: the equivalent diameter Dy, equivalent area A.q, drag coefficient Cp and inertia coefficient Cy;.
Depending on the discretisation of the legs, there are two approaches. The first approach is applicable to a detailed
leg model, as the hydrodynamic action is calculated on every structural member separately. The characteristic
values and coefficients then follow from the dimensions of the structural member considered. The second
approach is applicable to an equivalent leg model and results in significantly decreased computational time: all
structural members of one leg bay are replaced by a single vertical tubular member with the four aforementioned
characteristic values such, that they result in the same load as a detailed model. In the guidelines of ISO (2015)
methods are presented to calculate these values.

3.5.2.2 || Wave model

The wave model establishes the absolute wave fluid particle velocity field u,. Two methods of varying complexity
are identified in literature (DNV, 2022; ISO, 2015; Williams et al., 1998): deterministic and stochastic wave models.

In a deterministic wave model, a single wave is used to calculate the resulting forces—generally the maximum
wave height and its corresponding period. The wave model depends on the wave height, period and water depth.
In a stochastic wave model, the sea is modelled as a superposition of many randomly generated waves with wave
heights H and frequencies w}, from a wave spectrum such as the JONSWAP or Pierson-Moskowitz spectrum. The
phase angles oy, and directions of the waves i}, are also randomly distributed (ISO, 2015).

Using linear Airy wave theory, the potential function ¢, of a single wave realisation is given by Holthuijsen
(2007) as

_ wpH cosh (K (d + 2))
~ 2K sinh(Kd)

®n cos (wpt — Kx cos (Y) — Ky sin () + an) (3.9)

where K is the wave number and d is the water depth. The wave number K follows from the dispersion relation,
by solving

wp® = gK tanh(Kd) (3.10)

for the wave number K. The wave fluid particle velocities u, = (uhx Uny uhz) then follow by differentiating the
potential function

P)
Upy = % (3.11a)
X
P)
iy = aiyh (3.11b)
P)
up, = 20 (3.11c)
dz

3.5.3 | Wave actions on hull

This section presents methods on how to model hydrodynamic actions on the hull. The method presented here
is for a rigid body in water, meaning it does not deform. Furthermore, due to dynamic positioning systems on
board, it is assumed the average location of the hull does not change and therefore the effect of the current
and higher-order wave effects are not considered. The method to obtain the hydrodynamic actions follows the
principle of superposition: an oscillating body in waves is modelled as a superposition of an oscillating body in
still water and a restrained body in waves, as shown in Figure 3.5. Note that for purposes of visualisation only
one DOF is shown, namely heave, whereas actually all six DOF are considered.
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Figure 3.5: Principle of superposition applied to evaluate wave actions on hull.

3.5.3.1 || Hydromechanic reaction forces

Consider first the case of an oscillating body in still water. The motions of the body can be described by displace-
ments, velocities and accelerations which oscillate in time and each of these motions is linearly proportional to
a reactive force from the water, collectively called hydromechanic actions (Vugts, 1970). The hydromechanic
actions caused by displacements of the body are called hydrostatic forces, and follow from Archimedes’ Law. Its
proportionality is expressed as the restoring stiffness matrix K. Hydromechanic actions caused by velocities
and accelerations are classified as hydrodynamic forces: damping forces are proportional to velocity and arise
because the body’s motion generate waves which radiate outwards, meaning energy is lost; added mass forces are
proportional to acceleration and arise because the body needs to accelerate surrounding water particles. Their
proportionality is expressed in matrices C, and My, respectively.

3.5.3.2 || Wave-exciting forces

Secondly, the case of a restrained body in waves yields the wave-exciting forces fy,. These are a sum of Froude-
Krilov and diffraction forces: the former are forces exerted by fluid pressure onto the hull and the latter is a
correction in order to guarantee watertightness of the hull (Vugts, 1970).

3.5.3.3 || Procedures to obtain the hydromechanic coefficients and wave-exciting actions

The procedure to evaluate the hydromechanic coefficients My, Cy, and Ky, and wave-exciting forces f;,, involves
complicated complex-valued equations which, even for a simple rectangular barge, require to be solved numerically.
According to Vugts (1970), only ellipsoidally shaped hulls can be evaluated analytically. The numerical method
to solve these equations is called boundary element method (BEM). This method discretises the hull in a finite
number of panels. Special software programs have been developed for this, such as WAMIT or NEMOH. The
resulting EOM for a hull with mass M; is finally found to be

[M; + MpJx+ Crx + Kpx = £, (3.12)

| Concluding remarks

This chapter has presented an expansion of the literature research on a general procedure to model the dynamics
of structures from Chapter 2 by focusing on its application to WTIVs and jack-ups. Different methods, of varying
complexity and accuracy, have been presented in order to establish the EOM of WTIVs and jack-ups. Based on the
literature research of the preceding two chapters, this EOM of WTIVs contains both structural and hydromechanic
components and is given as

[Mg + My %+ [Cs+ Cp]x+ [Ks +Ky]x =1, +f (3.13)

where f encompasses all other external loads. This literature research serves as a basis for the simulation model
and is further worked out in Part IIL

It can further be concluded that literature and international guidelines are mainly interested in models that
assess the global dynamical response of WTIVs and jack-ups under wind and wave loading in fixed, elevated
conditions. There is limited research that looks into the dynamics of WTIVs during the spudcan penetration phase
of WTIVs: only the model created by Kreuzer et al. (2014) looks into this. However, this model has significant
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shortcomings: the penetration of the legs are imposed (thus one-way) and lack significant details: motors,
gearboxes, pinions and control systems are omitted. These details are required in order to accurately investigate
the interaction between the control system and the dynamics of the WTIVs during spudcan penetration.

The next chapter, Chapter 4, is the last chapter of the literature research and addresses the need for and
working principle of control systems in structures. The application of control systems to induction machines,
which are the machines used in jacking systems, is also addressed.



chapter 4

Modelling and regulating the dynamics of
three-phase induction machines

operations. This chapter addresses these control systems and their components; a general description as

well as its implementation for jacking systems is given. The first section, Section 4.1, addresses one of the
key components of the jacking systems, the electric machines, and explains why induction machines are preferred.
The modelling of these induction machines are presented in Section 4.2. Thirdly, Section 4.3 addresses the need,
design and function of control systems followed by their application to induction machines in Section 4.4.

C ONTROL systems are used to regulate the behaviour of the jacking systems in order to perform leg-handling

4.1 | Electric machines and three-phase induction machines

For the operation of the rack-and-pinion jacking systems, a machine is required that produces rotary motion.
Naturally, electric machines are more suitable compared to other machines such as internal combustion engines
or pneumatic machines. This section describes such machines and explains the preference for induction machines.

4.1.1 | Difference between electric machines, motors and generators

In this thesis, thus far the terms electric machine and induction machine have been used, rather than common
names of electric motor or induction motor. This is because an electric machine can operate both as a motor as
well as a generator. The scope of this thesis is the seabed penetration phase which is operationally characterised
by the transition from leg lowering the platform lifting and for the induction machines this is characterised as
the transition from generating to motoring mode. Therefore, as both operating modes are expected, the general
term of an electric or induction machine is preferred.

4.1.2 | The design of electric machines

The general design of electric machines is shown in Figure 4.1 and consist of a stationary part, the stator, and
a rotary part, the rotor, described by angular displacement &y, and its time-derivatives, and subjected some
external load 7). The rotor and stator contain either windings that can generate a magnetic field when currents
flow through them, or they contain permanent magnets. Regardless, the interaction of these two magnetic fields
generates an electromagnetic torque 7. that is subjected to the rotor. In motor mode the net torque 7. — 7; and
wmr have the same sign and electrical energy is converted into mechanical energy. In generator mode the signs
are opposite and mechanical energy is converted into electrical energy. Generally, two types of electric machines
exist: alternating current (AC) machines and direct current (DC) machines. Only AC machines are considered.

) power
T Te

l9mr
\ rotor

~_ airgap
T stator

Figure 4.1: General design of an electric machine.
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4.1.3 | Alternating-current electric machines

AC machines are powered by a sinusoidal current and voltage. More than one phase can be supplied to a machine,
where single-phase and three-phase machines are most common. Three-phase machines have multiple advantages
over its single-phase counterpart: they provide better efficiency, are simpler to design and are cheaper (Wildi,
2014). Moreover, the sum of all phases is zero at all times. Single-phase and three-phase power is schematised in

Figures 4.2 and 4.3.

—— Phase a
—— Phaseb
—— Phasec

Voltage v (V)
Voltage v (V)

0 60 120 180 240 300 360 0 60 120 180 240 300 360

Period (°) Period (°)
Figure 4.2: Single-phase AC electricity. Figure 4.3: Three-phase AC electricity.

One of the key characteristics of an AC machine are its number of poles p: two magnetic north and south poles
are thus four poles or two pole pairs. Consequently, this means that when the rotor completes one period (360°
rotation), the generated electricity has completed two periods. Similarly, this means that two periods of supplied
AC power are required for the rotor to physically rotate one period. For this reason, the electrical rotor frequency
wyy 1s often used instead of the mechanical rotor frequency wy,, and is found by wyy = p/2 - Wy

This relation between electrical frequency w. and electrical rotor frequency w;, is not always one-to-one.
AC machines where this relation does not hold are called asynchronous or induction machines and those where

this relation holds are called synchronous machines.

4.1.3.1 || Asynchronous or induction machines

In asynchronous or induction machines, the frequency of the rotor and the electricity do not match. This relation
is quantified as the slip s, which is the difference between the synchronous frequency an the rotor frequency
(Wildi, 2014)
g= L= O (4.1)
We
The reason why an induction machine cannot operate at synchronous frequency, is because it cannot develop an

electromagnetic torque at that frequency: torque is only generated when the magnetic fields of the stator and
rotor are asynchronous. This behaviour is characterised by the torque-velocity or torque-slip curve (Krause et al.,

2013). Such a typical curve is visualised in Figure 4.4.
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Figure 4.4: Torque-velocity or torque-slip characteristics of induction machines.
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It can indeed be seen that at zero slip s or synchronous frequency ws no torque is developed. Such conditions only
arise in case no external loads are applied. In reality, this is not possible as there is always friction from bearings.
Consequently, induction machines cannot run at synchronous velocity. Besides motoring and generating mode,
induction machines also have the possibility to operate as a brake (Wildi, 2014).

In induction machines, the stator contains windings connected to a power source or load. The layout of the
stator windings is determined by the number of phases and poles p. The rotor naturally contains windings as
well, for which the so-called squirrel-cage design is most commonly used (Wildi, 2014). Such a design requires no
connection to an external power source or load. This makes squirrel-cage machines singly fed as only the stator
is supplied. Moreover, three-phase variants of such designs are self-starting which is a significant advantage.

4.1.3.2 || Synchronous machines

In synchronous machines, the frequency of the rotor and electricity match. This means that regardless of the
external load applied, the frequency remains constant. Another characteristic is that they are not self-starting,
and thus require an external starter. Furthermore, whereas induction machines are single-fed, synchronous
machines are doubly fed as the rotor requires a connection to a power source as well (Wildi, 2014).

4.1.3.3 || Considerations for the type of alternating-current machine

Synchronous machines are capable of operating at low frequency and can develop large torques, whereas induction
machines are capable of operating at high frequency and low torques (Wildi, 2014). As the operation of jacking
systems requires low frequency and a large torque, two options are possible: synchronous machines or induction
machines with a gearbox. Synchronous machines with such characteristics are relatively large in dimensions and
rather expensive, whereas induction machines are relatively small and cost-effective. Out of these two options,
induction machines with gearboxes are significantly more cost-effective and require significantly less space.

4.1.4 | Three-phase power electronics

Three-phase induction machines seem to be the preferred choice for the actuation of jacking systems. Naturally,
these machines require a source of three-phase electricity. The behaviour of induction machines is dependent on
the external load and the three-phase electricity. The former cannot be controlled, naturally, whereas the latter
can. AC power is characterised by its voltage and its frequency, so naturally, in order to control the behaviour of
induction machines, voltage and frequency should be manipulated.

The discipline of power electronics is concerned with the conversion of electricity: DC-to-DC converters
change the voltage, AC-to-AC converters change both the voltage and frequency. Note that transformers are a
special type of AC-to-AC converters, that only change the voltage. Additionally, the conversion from AC-to-DC
is also possible by means of rectifiers and conversion from DC-to-AC is done with inverters (Wildi, 2014).

Just like power stations onshore, the electricity generated aboard is three-phase power. The voltage and
frequency of this onboard power is fixed, thus, in order to create three-phase AC power with a different frequency,
a system of rectifiers and inverters is required.

4.1.4.1 || Three-phase rectifiers: conversion from ac to dc

Rectifiers convert AC power into DC power. The key to the operation of rectifiers are electrical components
known as diodes, which allow only one-directional current flow: they only open for a positive voltage (Wildi,
2014). A rectifier is a cleverly designed circuit which employs these characteristics by adding a diode to each of
the three phases, as shown in Figure 4.5. With three-phase power, there is always one phase larger than the other
two for a duration of 120°, as can be seen from Figure 4.6. During this period, the diode of that phase opens and
the other two are closed, as the voltage over these is negative. Consequently, an approximate DC voltage vpc is
produced that can be used by some load R. The ripples can be filtered out by the addition of an inductance in
series with the load, or a capacitor parallel to the load (Wildi, 2014).



34 Chapter 4. Modelling and regulating the dynamics of three-phase induction machines

Va
diode N \/
V4 s
N | C =
Vp V) | g g . y .
L / !
’\)C . —— Without filter |
R —— With filter
o1
0 60 120 180 240 300 360
neutral Period (°) neutral

Figure 4.5: Three-phase rectifier cir-  Figure 4.6: DC voltage output from Figure 4.7: Three-phase inverter cir-
cuit with inductive filter. three-phase rectifier. cuit with switch state 101.

4.1.4.2 || Three-phase inverters: conversion from dc to ac

Inverters perform the operations of rectifiers in inverse by creating AC from DC, hence their name. The conversion
of AC from a DC voltage source vpc is done by so-called voltage source inverter (VSI). Additionally, conversion
from a current source also exist and are known as current source inverter (CSI), but these are not considered.
There are multiple methods to create three-phase voltage from a DC voltage source. The method considered here
is so-called pulse-width modulation (PWM). With PWM a reference waveform is created of the desired voltage.
A carrier frequency, which should be at least ten times the frequency of the reference frequency (Wildi, 2014), is
compared to this reference waveform: if the reference is larger than the carrier, the state is 1, and if the reference
is smaller than the carrier, the state is 0. This is schematised in Figures 4.8 and 4.9.
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Figure 4.8: Comparison between reference and Figure 4.9: Resulting state of the switch in the
carrier signal. inverter.

Reference waveforms are created for all three phases leading to three states. These states are given as input
to the inverter circuit. This is a circuit with both diodes and switches, which are switched on by those switch
commands. Such a circuit is shown in Figure 4.7 for three-phase power. A DC voltage is applied to the circuit,
originating from a DC voltage source such as a battery or a rectifier. With three phases and two states per switch,
the system has eight possible states. In Figure 4.7 the state 101 is shown as the first and third gate are set to 1

and the second to 0.

An example of the output of a three-phase inverter for the duration of two periods is shown in Figures 4.10-
4.12, showing the switch states, phase-to-phase voltages and phase-to-neutral voltages. The resulting phase-
to-neutral voltages show clear similarities with their perfect, sinusoidal references as visualised in Figure 4.3.
Similar to rectifiers, filters can be used to smoothen the output. Induction machines inherently filter the voltage

input, such that this is not required.
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4.2 | Dynamics of three-phase squirrel-cage induction machines

The previous section has addressed why three-phase induction machines are the preferred type of machine in
industry worldwide, due to their operation at high frequency, and has addressed methods to create any three-phase
voltage that is given as input. This section looks into how the dynamics of the induction machines are modelled,
i.e., what is the resulting torque and velocity of the induction machines given some externally applied load and
supplied voltage.

As schematised in Figure 4.14, an induction machine has a stator and a rotor: the stator is is the stationary
component and the rotor is the rotary component described by angular displacement J,,, and angular velocity
- The stator is supplied with three-phase voltage v,pes. Because of the property that the sum of all three
phases is zero at all times, a reduction from three-phase abc to a two-phase equivalent af is possible, by Clarke’s
transformation (Hoeijmakers, 2004)

v, 21 -1 _1 Vas
Vaps = (U;z> = g [0 \E% \%] Ubs (42)

which is visualised Figure 4.13. This stator voltage vqgs causes currents in the stator iqgs to flow. These stator
currents iggs are periodical and produce a magnetic field. As changing magnetic fields induce currents, these
stator currents thus induce currents in the rotor igg, through magnetic induction (hence the name), which is
expressed by magnetic flux linkage Aqgs. Similarly, as the induced rotor currents i, g, are periodical as well, they
also affect the currents in the stator though magnetic flux linkage A4p,. These flux linkages are described by the
equations

d .
5Aaﬁs = VapBs — Rslaﬁs (438.)
d . 0 -1
alaﬁr = _ertxﬁr + gwmr 1 0 :| Aaﬂr (43b)
where
‘aﬁs = % (Lr)'utﬂs - Lm/"aﬁr) (44&)
BT LI~ L
1
e = L L (et e (445

and where R, and R are the resistances of the rotor and stator respectively, L, and L, are the inductances of the
rotor and stator respectively, Ly, is the mutual inductance between the rotor and stator and p is the number of
poles (Hoeijmakers, 2004). It can be seen in Equation 4.3 that squirrel-cage induction machines are indeed singly
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fed, as only the stator is supplied by a voltage. The magnetic interaction between the stator and rotor develops a
torque 7y, which is subjected to the rotor (Hoeijmakers, 2004)

r
2

Tim

3 . .
= E Lm(laslﬁr - lﬁslar) (45)
as visualised in Figure 4.14. With a certain supplied stator voltage V,pcs, solving Equations 4.2-4.5 yields the
electromagnetic torque 7;, which is used as input to the EOM of the rotor
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Figure 4.13: Clarke’s transformation Figure 4.14: General design of an induction machine.

from abc to af.

4.3 | The need, design and function of control systems

Control systems are implemented in a variety of systems in order to regulate their behaviour. Examples of such
systems are the human body, every-day household appliances or large structures. This section addresses why
they are necessary and how they are designed.

4.3.1 | The need for control systems

Control systems found within organisms such as the human body have been around for eternity, whereas control
systems intentionally developed by humans have been around since only antiquity. In the Roman Empire, urban
water distribution to public fountains was prioritised over bathhouses and private homes, to ensure water access
for all citizens. Such distribution requires a control system, which in the ancient Roman city of Pompeii was
realised by a system of weirs of different heights to regulate the flow (Adam & Varéne, 2008). Two millennia later,
during the industrial revolution, the velocity of steam engines was kept constant by so-called ball governors:
when the velocity exceeds a certain threshold, valves are opened to relieve the pressure, resulting in a decrease in
velocity (Friedland, 1986).

Ostensibly, control systems are necessary to reach a certain objective automatically, which, without control
systems, would require constant manual interference. In these particular cases, the objectives are prioritised
water distribution and constant velocity respectively. In structures in particular, such as moveable bridges or
towers, the objective is often in the nature of regulating their dynamics. Control systems in moveable bridges
ensure functionality by raising and lowering the deck. In towers in earthquake-prone areas, control systems
ensure structural integrity by dampening structural vibrations (Scruggs & Gavin, 2011). Regarding WTIVs,
control systems ensure the leg-handling operations as outlined in Figure 1.3 can be performed under a variety of
environmental circumstances.
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4.3.2 | The design of control systems

The general design philosophy of a control system is straightforward and is shown in Figure 4.15: an input ¢, is
given to a control system C, which produces an actuating signal c,;, which is sent to the process that is controlled
P, yielding the process output ¢,y (Golnaraghi & Kuo, 2010). The actuating signals are sent to actuators within
the controlled process, as these can provide physical manipulation. In the case of jacking systems with a VSI, the
actuating signal ¢y are the switch states, the controlled process are the induction machines and the output are
its dynamics and currents. Note that vector-matrix notation is adopted, as control systems can be multi-variable.

Cin

C csig P Cout

input control system signal controlled process output

Figure 4.15: General design of control systems.

In order to develop a control system C, it needs to determined how the system that is to be controlled reacts to
an input cg,. Kalman developed a mathematical formulation describing the influence of such as signal on the
state variables cy of a system, the so-called state-space representation,

d%csta) = Acu(®) + Begg(t) (4.72)
Cout(t) = Ccst(t) (47b)

where A is the system matrix, B is the input matrix and C is the output matrix (Friedland, 1986). The set of
equations allows a transfer function P(s) to be formulated,

Cout(s)

ol CGI-A)"'B (4.8)

P(s) =

where s is the Laplace variable and I is an identity matrix (Friedland, 1986). This transfer function mathematically
describes the response of a system c,u(s) to an input from a control system cg4(s) and is used to tune the
controller.

4.3.2.1 || Main characteristics of control systems

There are endless methods to design a control system, as each control system is designed according to their
implementation. A few general design characteristics are shared between them, which are addressed in the
succeeding paragraphs.

Feedback of control systems

The most notable design consideration of control systems is the implementation of feedback. Control systems
without feedback are called open-loop control and those with feedback closed-loop control (Golnaraghi & Kuo,
2010). Figure 4.15 schematises an open-loop control system and Figure 4.16 schematises an closed-loop control
system: in closed-loop control the loop from output to input is literally closed, hence its name. Additional sensing
hardware S is required in order to measure quantities ¢y, 0f the controlled process. In the case of jacking
systems the measurements can for example be currents, voltages, torque or velocity.
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Figure 4.16: General design of closed-loop control systems.

Closed-loop control receives information about the state of the system and adjusts its output accordingly, whereas
open-loop control does not take this into account. Given a jacking system subjected to an external load, with
an open-loop control system it will run faster or slower depending on the load, whereas a closed-loop control
system will adjust the supplied electricity accordingly and run at its intended velocity. It can be understood that,
whereas closed-loop control systems are harder to design and implement, they can improve performance.

System interfacing

As previously mentioned, the control system takes an input and converts that to an output. These are not
necessarily singular, as both the input as well as the output can be plural. The interfaces can be characterised as
single-input single-output (SISO), single-input multiple-output (SIMO), multiple-input single output (MISO) and
multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) (Friedland, 1986).

Linear and non-linear control

A third characteristic is the linearity of the controlled process. Non-linear systems cannot be solved analytically
and therefore it is challenging to created a control system for such processes. On the other hand, linear systems
are easier to control as the input and output are proportional to one another. Non-linear systems may be linearised
if their intended operating point allows this (Friedland, 1986). Mathematically, the state-space representation
from Equation 4.7 and the transfer function from Equation 4.8 are only applicable to linear systems.

Time invariance

A last characteristic is the time invariance of the controlled process. A system is understood to be time-variant
if it matters when it is controlled (Golnaraghi & Kuo, 2010). Naturally, the design of control systems for such
systems is more complicated than time-invariant systems as history of the system should taken into account. In
case a system is time-variant, the state-space representation from Equation 4.7 is rewritten as

£ eal) = A + B0 (4.99)
co(t) = CBex(t) (4.9b)

where the three matrices are now time-dependent. Similarly, for time-variant systems the transfer function
Equation 4.8 is not applicable. In other words, only so-called linear time-invariant (LTI) systems have transfer
functions.

4.3.2.2 || Stability

Stability is an important topic when designing control systems. It is self-evident that a control system should not
destabilise the controlled process P. Systems that are inherently unstable require closed-loop control systems
to become stabilised. If properly implemented, closed-loop control systems stabilise an inherently unstable
system, whereas for improperly implemented control systems or none at all, it remains unstable, as visualised in
Figure 4.17.
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inherently unstable system stabilised unstable system

Figure 4.17: Influence of control systems on inherently unstable systems.

Contrarily, inherently stable systems do not necessarily require closed-loop control systems. Though, if imple-
mented properly, closed-loop control systems can actually improve stability by accelerating stabilisation and with
less zero-crossings (Golnaraghi & Kuo, 2010). Improper implementation, however, can destabilise an inherently
stable system, as visualised in Figure 4.18.

inherently stable system destabilised stable system

Figure 4.18: Influence of control systems on inherently stable systems.

4.3.2.3 || Controllability and observability

Another important concept of control systems are its controllability and observability. These concepts essentially
determine whether a solution to a control problem exists: if a system is observable, it means that it is possible to
estimate its state variables ¢y based on measurements and if a system is controllable, it means that it is possible
to bring the system from any initial state to another (Friedland, 1986). In the case of an induction machine,
state variables are the magnetic fluxes and these are not directly measurable. However, based on a history of
measurements, these state variables can be estimated using the induction machine equations. Mathematically, a
system is said to be controllable if and only if

rank [B AB A’B - A"'B|=n (4.10)

where n is the number of state variables (Friedland, 1986). Similarly, a system is said to be observable if and only if

C
AC
rank| A’C |=n (4.11)

A"IC

4.3.3 | The function of control systems or control laws

Where the laws of physics govern how the controlled process P transforms some actuation signal cg, into
some output ¢,y the control laws of the control system C dictate how this signal ¢, is calculated from some
input c;,. Naturally, numerous of control laws exist with each their own advantages and suitable applications.
Firstly, open-loop control is addressed in Section 4.3.3.1. The most commonly used closed-loop control law is are
proportional integral derivative (PID) controllers and these are addressed in Section 4.3.3.2.
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4.3.3.1 || Open-loop control

The control law C for open-loop control systems is relatively straightforward. A certain input ¢, is given to the
controller. It is assumed that the output of the system ¢, corresponds to the same quantity and is observable.
Naturally, it is desired to have a control law Ggy, such, that the input and output match. The equivalent transfer
function Goy, of the open-loop system is schematised in Figure 4.19.

Cin

gOL Cout

Figure 4.19: Equivalent open-loop control system.

The question remains, what actuating signal ¢, does the open-loop controller C need to apply to the system
P? Based on knowledge of the system, it is known what output ¢, the system gives in response to a signal cgjg.
Assuming this signal cgg is correctly applied and no external disturbances are present, it inherently follows that
input and output are similar: ¢;, = Cout, Such that

Goo=C-P= Ccéut =1 (4.12a)

—C=P"! (4.12b)

For purposes of illustration for Equation 4.12, imagine a common open-loop system: a bread toaster. The input
to this appliance ¢, is the duration of toasting, say 60 s, which is set by a rotating dial. If every dial increment
corresponds to a second, it follows that the system characteristic is given as P = 1 as every increment cgjz adds
1s to the output coy. It then follows that C = 1571, ¢jy = cour = 60 s and Csig = 60. If another toaster allows the
time to be set per increments of 5, it follows that C = 0.257!, P =55, ¢jn = cour = 60's and Csig = 12.

4.3.3.2 || Closed-loop control with PID

PID control is the most conventional law for control. It is well-established and versatile and its working principle
is relatively straightforward. A PID controller compares a certain setpoint ¢*(¢) to a measurement cye,(t) and
calculates the error between them as Ac(t) = ¢*(t) — cmea(t). This error, its time-integral and its time-derivative
are multiplied with constants known as gains to form the actuating signal cs(t), by

dAc(t)
dt

Csig(t) = KpAc(t) + K /Ot Ac(é) dé + Ky (4.13)

where £ is an integration variable for the running integral (Golnaraghi & Kuo, 2010). These gains K, K; and K4
are non-negative and constant. Another notation is given in the form of

Cig(t) = K;, (Ac(t) + % /Ot Ac(&)dE + Ty dAdct(t)> (4.14)

where T; and T are the integral time and the time constant respectively. PID control systems work because they
always strive to achieve the setpoint ¢*(¢): in case the error Ac(t) grows, the signal cgs(t) is increased.

Types of PID control systems

As stated before, the gains K, Kj and Ky are non-negative, thus may be zero. In such cases, the controller can for
example be PI- or PD-controller. Seven types of controllers are possible with PID. The influence of the type of
PID-controller on a step response is shown in Figure 4.20 for a simple unit mass-spring-damper system with mass
1kg, damping 1N's m™!, stiffness 1 Nm™! and displacement setpoint 1 m. Furthermore, the gains themselves are
either 1 or 0.
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Figure 4.20: Influence of the type of PID-controller on a step response for a mass-spring-damper system.

It can be observed that convergence is not always achieved. In some cases, a P-controller is not enough and
requires the integral term in order to achieve convergence. Such a PI-controller takes into account the history of
the system and will therefore achieve convergence. This convergence can often take a while and therefore the
addition of the derivative term is added, which decreases the so-called settling time (Golnaraghi & Kuo, 2010).

Tuning of PID control systems

It is important to properly tune a PID-controller, i.e. quantify the gains K}, K; and Ky. The response of the system
strongly depends on these values and is described by a few characteristics which are schematised in Figure 4.21
(Golnaraghi & Kuo, 2010). The overshoot is the maximum output of the system in response to an input and is
a measure of stability of the control system. Decreasing K, and K; or increasing K4 minimises overshoot. The
dead time t) is the time for the system to respond, the delay time t4 is the time it takes the system to reach 50 %
of the setpoint and the rise time t, is the time it takes to increase from 10 % to 90 %, which can be decreased by
increasing K;, and K. Lastly, the settling time ¢; is the time it takes for the system to reduce the error to 5 %.

/ Overshoot

Response cout/cin ()

!
o.m—--;/tr

0.00

s
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Figure 4.21: Characteristics of the response of a control system.

There are numerous methods to determine the optimum gains for a system. The methods considered here are as

follows:

1. manual tuning;

2. open-loop Ziegler-Nichols;
3. closed-loop Ziegler-Nichols;
4. loop shaping.

Manual tuning
Manual tuning of a PID-controllers is mainly done through expert knowledge of the system. Knowing how certain

response characteristics like settling time or overshoot can be decreased by changing the gains, an optimum can
be found through manual iteration.
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Open-loop tuning with Ziegler-Nichols

With open-loop Ziegler-Nichols tuning, a step input c;, is provided to a system without controller (thus open-loop).
From the resulting output of the system c,y, the gains are determined. These are function of the delay time
and rise time ¢, (Ziegler & Nichols, 1942).

Closed-loop tuning with Ziegler-Nichols

With closed-loop Ziegler-Nichols tuning, the closed-loop controller is used. Gains K; and Ky are set to 0 and K|, is
increased until stable oscillations are found in the output c,y. This is known as the ultimate gain K, and the
period of its resulting oscillations as T,. Based on these two values and the type of PID-controller (P, PI or PID),
the gains are calculated (Ziegler & Nichols, 1942).

Loop-shaping

Whereas the previous three tuning methods were heuristic, this method is mathematically founded. For a LTI
system, the transfer function P(s) is given by Equation 4.8. The transfer function of a PID-controller C(s) is
given by the Laplace transform of Equation 4.13 as

Kys® + Kys + K

C(s) = (4.15)

where the feedback is represented by the denominator. Then, the transfer function of the entire system G¢r, (thus
from input c¢;, to output cyy) is given as

C(s)P(s)
I+ C(s)P(s)

Assuming some external disturbance to the output d and some noise in the measurement n, the output of the
system becomes (Brunton & Kutz, 2019)

Ger(s) = (4.16)

Cout = gCL(s)Cin - T(S)l’l + S(S)d (417)

where T (s) is the complementary sensitivity function and S(s) is the sensitivity function given as

I
S(s) = W (4.18a)
_ _CPG)
T(s)= m = Gcr(s) (4.18Db)
(4.18¢)

The sensitivity function S(s) should be small for low frequencies, so that disturbances are rejected, and the
complementary sensitivity function 7 (s) should be small for high frequencies, so that noise is rejected (Brunton
& Kutz, 2019). It is then a question of tuning the gains of the control law C(s) such, that these objectives are
achieved. This can be schematised in a Bode plot.

4.4 | Control systems of induction machines

This section has been removed as it contains confidential information provided by the research partner
GustoMSC

| Concluding remarks

This section has presented extensive theoretical background into modelling and controlling of three-phase
squirrel-cage induction machines, as well as their application to multi-machine systems such as the jacking
systems on WTIVs. It is explained why such types of induction machines are the preferred choice of actuator in
jacking systems.
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tions of the equations, their coefficients and their parameters. It is deserving of a name, and thus the

simulation model is named Salacia after the Roman Goddess of oceans, a fitting tribute. The first section,
Section 5.1 presents a top level overview of Salacia: what are the components of the model and what are its
simulation capabilities? Then, in Section 5.2 the sub-models are described in detail which includes their deriva-
tions. The implementation of control systems into the simulation model is described in Section 5.3. Additional
background into the methodology of the model—development process, code structure, Python packages—is found
in Appendix B and validation of the model is found Appendix C.

L l \ 1E governing equations of the simulation model are presented in this chapter in great detail: the deriva-

5.1 | Top level description of the simulation model

The simulation model looks into the dynamics of WTIVs during seabed penetration. This phenomenon occurs
locally in the legs and therefore the model is limited to include only a single leg, limiting computational time and
memory. This leg is modelled with the highest level of detail as found in the literature research: it is modelled as
a three-dimensional truss with beam elements, which is the level of detail required in order to properly assess the
influence of individual jacking systems on the structure. A three-dimensional overview of the model is shown in
Figure 5.1 and the sub-models are shown in Figure 5.2. The global coordinate system is vertically positioned on
the top of the seabed and is horizontally coincident with the centroid of the hull and truss.

hull model

sea model

\—— leg-and-hull interface
< \/ leg model

spudcan-and-seabed

__‘ , interface

X

Figure 5.1: Three-dimensional overview of the Figure 5.2: Two-dimensional overview of the model
model including its global coordinate system. showing the sub-models.

5.2 | Detailed description and derivation of the simulation model

This section provides a detailed description and derivation of the the sub-models. Five sub-models can be

understood: the sea, the hull, the leg, their leg-and-hull interface and the spudcan-and-seabed interface. All
parameters used are clarified and their values used in simulations are given.
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5.2.1 | Sea model

The sea model is relatively straightforward: it has a water depth d, density p,, and waves are modelled with a
single oblique incident wave by means of Airy’s wave theory. The parameters defining this wave 7 are wave height
H, wave period T, wave phase a;, and wave direction iy, Figure 5.3 schematises the sea model and definition of
these parameters, which have also been listed in Table 5.1. A non-zero wave direction has been adopted so that
the three chords are loaded asynchronously.

o\

Figure 5.3: Overview of the sea model and its parameters.

z

Table 5.1: Parameters of the sea model.

Quantity Symbol Value

Water density  py, 1025kgm™
Water depth d 40 m
Wave height H 2.5m
Wave period T 8s
Wave phase 0°
Wave direction iy 30°

5.2.2 | Hull model

In the model, the hull of the WTIV is modelled as a rectangular solid barge with length I, width by, and height
hpn- It has an uniformly distributed mass mp,n. The barge is further assumed to be rigid, meaning that it will not
deform under loading. This allows the hull to be modelled by a single node at its centroid with all six DOF. This
results in a diagonal structural (lumped) mass matrix M 1,y defined as

M bt = M - <1 11 le (blzlull + hfmu) ﬁ (hfmu + lfmu) ﬁ (lfmn + blzmu) >diag (5.1)

In the global coordinate system, the node of the hull is positioned at (xnu1, Yhuil, Zhun), Where xpu = ynan = 0 and
Zpun follows from hydrostatic equilibrium,

Bhat  Muun + Mieg

Zhay = d + (5.2)

2 Pwlhuibhan

where the third term represents the draught. The forces the hull is subjected to are gravity forces fy hu1, wave
forces f}, hui1, mooring forces and forces from the rack-and-guide and rack-and-pinion interfaces f;y hun and frp pun.
The latter is addressed in Section 5.2.4. Table 5.2 lists the governing parameters of the hull.
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Table 5.2: Parameters of the hull.

Quantity Symbol Value

Hull mass  mpu 5.0 x 10° kg
Hull length Iy 60 m
Hull width by 20m
Hull height Ay 8m
Hull mooring period  Tpoor 25s

5.2.2.1 || Hydromechanic reaction forces and wave-exciting forces on the hull

The hull is subjected to hydromechanic reaction forces as well as wave-exciting forces, as described in Section 3.5.3.
These are evaluated within the Python code by means of the Capytaine package. This Python package is an open
source rewrite of the commercial BEM solver NEMOH (Ancellin, 2023). First the rectangular barge is modelled
and divided into panels, and the mean sea level is defined. Then, as function of the sea and hull parameters as
listed in Tables 5.1 and 5.2, the package evaluates the hydromechanics and wave-exciting forces, yielding the the
added mass, damping and restoring stiffness matrix My huit, Ch hun and Ky pui, and wave-exciting forces f, pun. A
screenshot of the model from Python is shown in Figure 5.4.

Capytaine — Copyright 2017-2023 Universty College Dublin
based on Meshmagick Viewer — Copyricht 2014-2023, Ecole Centrale de Nantes

Figure 5.4: Model of the barge with the Capytaine package.

The hydromechanics and wave-exciting forces are dependent on the submerged volume of the hull. For a
rectangular barge, the calculation of the submerged volume is straightforward: the product of its waterline area
and its draught. Whereas the waterline area is constant, the draught is variable as the hull is lifted by the jacking
systems. In the simulation model, the hydromechanics and wave-exciting are evaluated for the initial draught,
rather than function of draught, to significantly decrease computational time required. More importantly, the
focus of this research is on spudcan penetration phase, and not on platform lifting. With an initial draught of
about 4 m as calculated from the given parameters, the model is valid up to a decreased draught of about 3 m.
Beyond this value the resulting change in the hydromechanics and wave-exciting forces is significant.

5.2.2.2 || Mooring forces on the hull

Lastly, the hull is subjected to mooring forces. Even though no forces are considered that cause the ship to
drift away from mean position, such as second-order wave effects, current forces or wind forces, the addition of
mooring has strictly a numerical motivation. Mooring is provided in the horizontal plane, as hydrostatic restoring
is absent in this plane. The mooring stiffness Kyoor hun is calculated from the mooring period Tp,00r and is given as

21

2
Kmoor,hull = Mhull ( ) . <1 1 0 0 O é (lflull + b]?lull) >diag (53)

Tmoor

5.2.3 | Leg model

The leg is modelled with highest level of detail: as a three-dimensional truss. This means that the physical nodes
of the truss are FE nodes and the chords and braces are elements. The cross-section of the leg is an equilateral
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triangle so that there are three chords. These chords are denoted by A, B and C as shown in Figure 5.5. The
bracing is of type "sideways K bracing" (ISO, 2015), which are alternating diagonal braces.

I hbay
“~— chord

V3/6lpay

|

horizontal brace

V3/3lpay
Ve spudcan

I hspudcan l/Zlbay ) 1/2 lbay

Figure 5.5: General design and parameter definition of the leg for ny., = 4.

The general dimensions of the leg are controlled by three parameters: the number of leg bays ny.y, the height hy.y,
and width bp,, of the leg bays. On the bottom of the leg there is a spudcan that is assumed rigid and is modelled
with a single node. This node is implemented with lumped mass characteristics of an equivalent cylinder with
radius 7gpudcan, height Agpugcan and mass mgugean- The general leg design and definition of the parameters are
schematised in Figure 5.5 and the parameters are given in Table 5.3.

In the global coordinate system, the node of the spudcan is positioned at (Xspudcan> Yspudcans Zspudean)s Where
Xspudcan = Yspudean = 0 and Zgpudcan Which follows from

1
Zspudcan = Ehspudcan + AZspudcan (54)

where Azgudcan is the initial clearance between the seabed and the bottom of the spudcan at ¢t = 0, to allow

the internal dynamics to approach a state of equilibrium before the spudcan penetrates the seabed. The global
coordinates of the leg nodes (xi, y1, z1) follows from the rest of the geometry of the leg.

Table 5.3: Parameters of the general leg design.

Quantity Symbol Value

Number of leg bays  np,y 15
Height of leg bays  hpay 5m
Width of leg bays b,y 9m

Spudcan radius  7gpudcan 8m

Spudcan height  Agpudean 2.5m
Spudcan mass  Mgpudcan 300 000 kg
Initial spudcan clearance  Azgudcan 1.4m

5.2.3.1 || Chord and brace design

The leg is made out of structural steel with the following three material properties: Young’s modulus Eteel,
Poisson’s ratio vseeel and density psieel. The parameter values used are given in Table 5.4. Additionally, the shear
modulus Ggiee follows from

Esteel
G = — 5.5
steel 2 (1 T Vsteel) ( )
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Table 5.4: Parameters of structural steel used for the leg.

Quantity Symbol Value

Young’s modulus  Egeql 210 x 10° Pa
Poisson’s ratio Vel 0.3
Density  psteel 7900 kg m™3

As schematised in Figure 5.5, the truss comprises of three types of structural members: chords, diagonal bracing
and horizontal bracing. All of these members are modelled as thin-walled circular cross-sections parametrised
by outer radius r; and inner radius r,. The values of these parameters are listed in Table 5.5. The structural
contribution of the racks that are placed on the chords is neglected.

Table 5.5: Parameters of the chord design.

Quantity Symbol Value

Chord outer radius 71 chord 300 mm
Chord inner radius 73 chord 225 mm
Brace outer radius  7jchord 150 mm
Brace inner radius 73 chord 115 mm

The element stiffness matrix and element mass matrix require a number of sectional parameters: cross-sectional
area A, shear area Ay, second moments of area I), and I,, and torsion constant J. With the shear correction from
Cowper (1966), these sectional parameters for hollow circular cross-sections are calculated as

A=n(ri-r)) (5.6a)
. Ezil%:ﬁi) A (5.6b)
I,=L=7 (ri-r) (5.60)
7<% 0t-1) (56

5.2.3.2 || Internal structural forces of the leg

The global structural mass matrix M .z and global structural stiffness matrix Kz of the leg are created with
the procedure as outlined in Section 2.7. The consistent mass method is adopted in favour of the lumped mass
method. The non-linear P-§ effects as described in paragraph 3.2.1 are neglected. This is because of the following.
The largest static compression loads that can occur in the leg is in elevated conditions, when it is fully carrying
the mass of the hull. With the hull mass my,; distributed over the three chords, the axial load per chord is about
16.4 x 10° N. The Euler buckling load for the chord is about 90.1 x 10° N, giving a dimensionless load ratio ¢*
of 0.18. As this study only concentrates on the seabed penetration phase, during which hydrostatic loads carry
a significant portion of the hull mass, this dimensionless load ratio ¢* is even lower during simulations. As
addressed in paragraph 3.2.1, this means P-§ effects can be neglected.

The global structural damping matrix Cq e, is formulated by means of Rayleigh damping, described in
Sections 2.5 and 3.4. A structural damping ratio { of 2 % is used. The two frequencies used are the first two natural
frequencies of the leg: wn1 and wys. These natural frequencies are found by solving the eigenvalue problem from
Equation 2.13 yielding eigenfrequencies w, and eigenvectors Q. The resulting first six modes for the parameter
values given in this section, are shown in Figure 5.6. The first mode is global twist around the z-axis. The second
and third mode are global surge and sway and have the same natural frequency, as expected for symmetrical
structures.
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i)

XA P
w1=14.273 rad/s w7=28.532 rad/s w3=28.532 rad/s ®4=30.904 rad/s w5=48.796 rad/s we=52.850 rad/s

Figure 5.6: First six modes of the leg and their natural frequencies.

5.2.3.3 || External forces on the leg

The external forces the leg is subjected to are gravity forces £y 1y, forces from the rack-and-guide and rack-and-
pinion interfaces f;4 jeg and £y, e, Which are addressed in Section 5.2.4, and forces from the spudcan-and-seabed
interface fg g, which are addressed in Section 5.2.5. Hydrodynamic forces on the leg by means of the Morison
equation, Equation 3.3, are not included. Notwithstanding that the procedure to implement the Morison equation
for three-dimensional structures (Equations 3.3-3.11) is rather challenging and computationally expensive, it was
found that their influence on the results was negligible as the truss is relatively slender.

5.2.4 | Leg-and-hull interface

This section has been removed as it contains confidential information provided by the research partner
GustoMSC

5.2.5 | Spudcan-and-seabed interface

This section has been removed as it contains confidential information provided by the research partner
GustoMSC

5.3 | Implementation of control systems into the simulation model

This section has been removed as it contains confidential information provided by the research partner
GustoMSC

| Concluding remarks

This section has presented an extensive description and derivation of the simulation model Salacia. This model is
able to simulate the dynamics of a one-legged WTIV subjected to gravity and wave-exciting forces. The level of
detail of this model is never seen before in literature, as the dynamics of the pinions and machine rotors, the
currents in the induction machines and the electromagnetic torque can be evaluated. Furthermore, three types of
conventional induction machine control systems are implemented that regulate these induction machines with
varying multi-machine strategies, in order to evaluate their efficacy. The next chapter, Chapter 6, presents the
results.
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Results of the simulation model

strategies. This section presents their results: the global dynamics of the WTIV in Section 6.1, the
(local) dynamics of the jacking systems and the performance of the control strategies in Section 6.2.
Furthermore, Section 6.3 conducts a study into the sensitivity of the model to changes in the parameters.

N UMEROUS simulations have been performed with the simulation model, with varying control laws and

6.1 | Global dynamics of the simulation model

Global dynamics are an important measure of the behaviour and stability of a system. Irrespective of the control
laws or strategies, certain dynamics are virtually always the same. These dynamics are referred to as global
dynamics and are presented in this section. Since the leg and the hull are the only two large, global bodies in
this model, this chapter is structured by looking into the global dynamics of these two first, in Section 6.1.1 and
Section 6.1.2. The interaction of the leg with the seabed is addressed in Section 6.1.3. Furthermore, the global
interaction between the leg and hull is characterised by the leg bending moment and is addressed in Section 6.1.4.

6.1.1 | Global dynamics of the the hull

The global dynamics of the hull are characterised by the displacement of its center of mass. The surge, heave,
pitch and yaw of the hull center of mass are plotted in Figures 6.1-6.4. Hull sway and roll are not plotted as these
have the same qualitative characteristics as hull surge and pitch respectively.
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Figure 6.1: Surge of the hull. Figure 6.2: Heave of the hull.
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Figure 6.3: Pitch of the hull. Figure 6.4: Yaw of the hull.
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The influence of the sea waves on the global dynamics of the hull is indisputable: all hull motions have the same
period as the waves. The following observations can be made:

Hull surge (and sway) The hull moves slightly in negative surge direction once the spudcan hits the
seabed for the first time, at ¢t = 45s. Because of the phase angle between the spudcan surge and heave, the
spudcan will always impact the seabed when its surge is off-centre (non-zero), causing the leg to act as a walking
stick for the hull. This is a numerical consequence of the assumption in the spudcan-and-seabed model: the
penetration curves are operated from the global origin (0,0,0) rather than a dynamically determined position.
However, this does not have any implications for the results—moreover, the phenomenon is self-equilibrating.
Once the spudcan has settled, at around ¢ = 220 s, the surge and sway motions of the hull suddenly increase. This
is because rather than freely floating in water, the WTIV is now pinned to the seabed such that the hull cannot
freely pitch any more. The forces causing the hull to pitch cannot just vanish, thus are converted into surge.

Hull heave The hull starts from its draught position and has equilibrated with the wave-exciting forces
after roughly two periods. Once the spudcan hits the seabed at ¢ = 45 s, the amplitude of heave starts decreasing
immediately. The reason for this reduction is that the instantaneous gap between the spudcan and seabed
decreases, as the leg is lowered. Once the amplitude has converged to virtually 0 m, at ¢ = 220s, it starts steadily
elevating out of the water with minimal interference of the waves. It can therefore be understood that leg lowering
occurs in the period ¢ € [0s,45s] and platform lifting in the period ¢t € [220s,—). The period between that,
t € [455,220s], can be understood as the transient spudcan penetration phase. These results of hull heave are in
excellent qualitative agreement with Vazquez et al. (2017).

Hull pitch (and roll) The hull pitch motions have equilibrated with the wave-exciting forces after
roughly two periods as well. Its amplitude also decreases because of leg lowering but does not decrease to zero,
as its motions are sustained due to the pinned support of the spudcan.

Hull yaw The hull yaw takes longer to equilibrate. Its amplitude does not decrease because its plane is
perpendicular to the leg lowering actions.

6.1.2 | Global dynamics of the leg

The global dynamics of the leg are characterised by the surge, sway and heave displacements of the nodes. In
Figure 6.5 the vertical position of the nodes are plotted. Similar to the reduction in heave amplitude of the hull, the
legs also decrease in amplitude. Furthermore, it can be observed that their average global heave position decreases.
In Figure 6.6 the resulting leg extension is plotted. The leg extension does not contain any wave-induced dynamics.
This is because it is calculated from the rotor rotation, such that the control system acts as a filter.
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Figure 6.5: Heave of the leg nodes. Figure 6.6: Downwards vertical leg extension.

The global three-dimensional positions are plotted in a three-dimensional graph in Figure 6.7. The colour indicates
the time and goes from light green to dark green chronologically. It can be observed that initially, the dynamics
of the leg take on a hourglass shape. This is because at the center of the hourglass, the leg-and-hull interface
is positioned which acts as an equivalent rotational spring. After the spudcan has pinned to the seabed, the
dark green lines, it can clearly be observed that the legs oscillate around the pinned support rather than the
leg-and-hull interface: the leg-and-hull interface itself is displaced. This decreases the roll and pitch of the hull
and increases the hull surge and sway.
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Figure 6.7: Three-dimensional time-trace of the position of the legs.

Lastly, the resulting chord loads are plotted in Figure 6.8. A positive chord load naturally corresponds to tension,
which is the load state the chord takes on in the beginning, as it is hanging on the pinions. It can be observed that
the amplitude of the loads are temporarily increased during the spudcan penetration phase and also changes signs
quite often, as predicted in Section 1.1.5. Once platform lifting commences, a clear trend towards compression
chord loads is visible, because the buoyancy of the hull decreases. The inclusion of backlash in the rack-and-pinion
interface is clear: when the load direction changes, the rack and pinion are temporarily disconnected. At that
moment, no force transfer takes place. Especially during leg lowering, t € [0's, 45 s], when the leg is freely hanging
in the pinions, gravity ensures the mechanical contact is kept. This is why no negative loads are found. Only
after impact loads have become large enough, at t = 90 s, impact loads cause the leg to be displaced upwards
more than the backlash distance, so that negative forces arise.
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Figure 6.8: Axial loads of the chords.
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6.1.3 | Seabed reaction forces

The interaction of the leg with the seabed is characterised by the spudcan-and-seabed interface. In Figures 6.9-6.12,
the surge and heave components of the spudcan-and-seabed interface are plotted. By careful inspection of the
graphs, it can be seen that the seabed only reacts in compression, such that energy is dissipated to the seabed.
The physical reasoning for this is addressed in Section 5.2.5. It can also be observed that heave reaction forces
from the seabed increase with every impact, as the spudcan is penetrating further into the seabed.

When the platform lifting phase comments, at t = 220 s, the spudcan behaves like a jack-hammer. This
is because of the condition that forces only arise when it compresses the seabed, i.e., when the spudcan moves
downwards: seabed gives a reaction force to the spudcan, the spudcan velocity becomes positive, the seabed
reaction force vanishes, the spudcan velocity becomes negative again and a seabed reaction forces is developed,
and it is repeated. This jack-hammering has no effect on the results, as it is filtered out by the internal structural
damping of the leg, but increases computational time nonetheless. Furthermore, whereas before ¢t = 220 s the
seabed reaction forces contained only low-frequency characteristics with a period of 8 s, after t = 220 s mainly
high-frequency characteristics are observed. To continue simulating the platform lifting phase as well, another
spudcan-and-seabed model should be adopted instead.
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Figure 6.9: Surge of the spudcan. Figure 6.10: Surge reaction force of the seabed .
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Figure 6.11: Heave of the spudcan. Figure 6.12: Heave reaction force of the seabed .

6.1.4 | Leg bending moment

The last global dynamic phenomenon is the connection between the leg and the hull, which is characterised by
the leg bending moment. Naturally, this bending moment is found in both roll and pitch directions. The pitch leg
bending moment is the largest of the two, as the wave direction is 30°. It can be observed that the dimensionless
ratio f§ of 0.6 is indeed observed, as the moments transferred by the jacking systems are slightly larger than that
of the guides.
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Figure 6.13: Roll leg-bending moment m,.

6.2 | Dynamics of the jacking systems
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This section has been removed as it contains confidential information provided by the research partner

GustoMSC

6.3 | Sensitivity of the model to parameters changes

This section has been removed as it contains confidential information provided by the research partner

GustoMSC

| Concluding remarks
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Discussion and recommendations

wave-exciting forces, including the dynamics, currents and torques of the jacking systems as function of

the voltage given by the control systems. In the process of creating this model, a few assumptions have
been considered in order to simplify equations and increase performance of the integration. The consequences of
these assumptions on the results are interpreted and discussed in this chapter. Additionally, recommendations for
further research are given.

L I \ e simulation model is able to simulate the dynamics of a one-legged WTIV subjected to gravity and

7.1 | The sea model

First of all, the sea model is relatively simplified. Only one incident oblique wave is considered which is described
predominantly by its wave period. Consequently, results show that this wave period is dominant among the
dynamics of the WTIV and the jacking systems. In reality however, the sea is described by a spectrum with a
certain peak wave period. A single incident oblique wave with this peak period compared to a spectrum, delivers
more unconservative results. For further research, it is recommended to include a sea state from a spectrum.

7.2 | Wind turbine installation vessel design: hull and leg

The design of the WTIV used in this simulation model is simplified. Conventionally, WTIVs contain four or six legs,
whereas this model contains only one leg. This simplification was added to significantly reduce computational
time and memory, and because the effects of spudcan penetration are confined to the legs. Consequently, the
simulation model is not one-to-one comparable with actual WTIVs, mainly because the legs are loaded differently.
In the simulation model, an externally applied moment to the hull results in opposing chord loads, whereas
in reality, this results in non-opposing leg loads with slight variations between the chords, as schematised in
Figure 7.1.

Figure 7.1: Difference in chord and leg loads between this simulation model and reality.

For further research, it is recommend to expand the model to include four or six legs and investigate the efficacy
of the control strategies. Based on the results found in this thesis and the difference in loading as visualised in
Figure 7.1, a hypothesis can be formulated. In this thesis, the multi-inverter strategy with common setpoint per
chord is somewhat equivalent to a multi-inverter strategy with common setpoint per leg in reality. Additionally,
in this thesis the multi-inverter strategy with common setpoint per leg, would be somewhat equivalent to a single
setpoint for the entire WTIV in reality. Naturally, it is expected that the former of these two provides better
performance and stability.

Another difference between the design of the WTIV in this thesis and reality is the geometry of the hull. In
this thesis, a simplified rectangular uniform barge is adopted in order to at least provide hydrodynamics and
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wave-exciting forces. In reality, the hull is shaped like a conventional seagoing vessel and thus for further research
when four or six legs are considered, it is recommended to improve the geometry of the hull. Furthermore,
the wave-exciting forces and hydrodynamics on the hull are calculated for the initial draught of the hull, even
though these are function of draught. As the hull is lifted out of the water—resulting in decreasing draught—these
hydrodynamics and wave-exciting forces are only valid for a small reduction of draught. In order to further
simulate platform lifting, it is required, and thus recommend for further research, to make this draught-dependent.

7.3 | The spudcan-and-seabed model

In this thesis, non-linear penetration curves for spudcan penetration are created using the well-established
CEL-method as described in literature. These non-linear penetration curves were implemented in such a manner,
that they only provide reaction forces when the sign of displacement and velocity of the spudcan are equal, as
seen in literature. Consequence of this implementation is that energy is dissipated to the seabed which is realistic
and beneficial, but it also causes high-frequency dynamics to be introduced after the spudcan has settled—when
platform lifting commences. In order to continue simulating this platform lifting, it is recommend to adopt
another spudcan-and-seabed model such as the ones described in Section 3.2.4.1.

Another consequence of this spudcan-and-seabed model is that, contrary to expectations, it is not the impact
with the seabed that is crucial—causing the control system to strongly respond, but the sudden disappearance of
the seabed reaction force that is, as this gives a sudden large error. In reality the seabed permanently deforms
when the spudcan penetrates it such that with every impact the seabed becomes stiffer, such that seabed reaction
forces are not gradual. Thus, when such a realistic seabed model with permanent deformations is considered, it is
expected that the sudden appearance of the seabed reaction forces also causes a strong response of the control
system.

Furthermore, a certain amount of backfill is present in reality, which is material resting on top of the
spudcan. This effect and permanent deformation are not included in this thesis. Such models with permanent
deformation and backfill for spudcan penetration are not found in literature and it is outside the scope of this
thesis to develop these.

Lastly, it is recommend to simulate the efficacy of the control strategies in response to a non-homogeneous
seabed, such as a multi-layered seabed. Such seabed is a more accurate representation or reality. In case a softer
clay layer is positioned between two sand layers, the response to so-called punch-through can be evaluated. With
the CEL-method such a multi-layered seabed and their penetration curves are obtained equally straightforward
as a single-layered seabed.

7.4 | The control systems

The Volts-per-Hertz (V/Hz) control strategies allowed the voltage output of the control systems to be idealised
by a perfect sine wave. Consequently, the resulting currents, torque and dynamics of the jacking systems do
not contain any high-frequency components or ripples. The direct torque control (DTC) control strategy does
not permit an idealised output, as its voltage output are arbitrary pulses. Naturally, the inductive components
of the induction motor circuit provide filtering such that the resulting currents are continuous, as explained in
Section 4.1.4.2. Nevertheless, a relatively high solution frequency is required as otherwise ripples are present in
the currents and torque.

Throughout the simulations with DTC-controllers, the integration algorithm was given a lower limit of
5000 Hz and each simulation required about 90 min to complete. The results presented significant ripples, though
these did not cause any global numerical errors—as it were, this solution with ripples oscillated around the
perfect ripple-free solution. By increasing the solution frequency—i.e. the inverter carrier frequency—the ripples
decreased at the cost of significant increased computational time and memory. Unfortunately for the simulation
time of 300 s, it was not possible to increase the frequency beyond 5000 Hz due to computational limitations. For
this reason, only for a region of interest the frequency was temporarily increased to 25000 Hz in order to study
the dynamics, currents and torques without any disturbances in the data. The difference is for the same time
period is shown in Figure 7.2 and its consequence is ostensible.
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Figure 7.2: Difference between an inverter frequency of 5000 Hz (left) and 25 000 Hz (right).
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Conclusion

The research objective of this thesis is to address the knowledge gap on the modelling of the dynamics of WTIVs
as there is no model found in literature that is able simulate the dynamics of WTIVs in great detail, including
the dynamics of the jacking systems and the interaction with its control system. This thesis has successfully
addressed this gap by developing a novel, detailed simulation model Salacia that is able to:

« simulate the dynamics of a simplified, one-legged WTIV:

— dynamics of a simplified rectangular hull;
- dynamics of a detailed three-dimensional truss leg;
— dynamics of detailed jacking systems, including pinions, gearboxes and machine rotors;

simulate the interaction between these bodies via a novel leg-and-hull interface:

- horizontal force transfer between leg and hull via contact between rack and guide;

— vertical force transfer between leg, hull and jacking systems via contact between rack and pinion;

simulate the interaction between the seabed and the spudcan;

simulate the two-way interaction between dynamics and induction machine control systems:

— the interaction from control system to dynamics via its torque setpoint;

— the interaction from dynamics to control system via load torque on the machine rotor;

simulate the transition from leg lowering to platform lifting, via the transient spudcan penetration phase
Furthermore, methods have been established in order to derive certain parameters and relations:

+ hydrodynamics and wave-exciting forces via the Python module Capytaine;
« seabed penetration curves in all DOF except yaw with the CEL models;

« stiffness between the rack and the pinion via FE models.

The efficacy of multiple control laws and strategies has been investigated. It has been shown that to achieve
load-sharing between multiple machines, 1) a control law should be used that is able to control torque and
velocity independently, such as DTC-controllers, and 2) a suitable multi-machine strategy should be adopted.
Multi-machine strategies are characterised by whether an inverter supplies one or multiple induction machines.
Multi-inverter strategies, where each jacking system is supplied with its own inverter, are required in order to
achieve load-sharing. Best stability and performance is achieved when a common setpoint is given to all jacking
systems that are loaded equally by the environmental conditions, i.e. the waves. In this thesis with a simplified
WTIV, the chords are loaded asynchronously such that the best performance and stability is achieved when
chords are given a common setpoint.

Furthermore, because the wave-exciting forces are periodical, either the velocity or torque of the induction
machines, or both, should be periodical as well in order to absorb these loads. This is determined by the choice of
control strategy. It is most beneficial if these environmental loads are predominantly taken by the torque, such
that the physical consequences are absent. With the common setpoint per chord, this is the case.

Lastly, even with load-sharing capabilities of the multi-machine strategies with DTC-controllers, during
spudcan penetration the bottom layer deviated from the setpoint. As it turns out, the relative stiffness between
the leg chords and the rack-and-pinion interface is a governing parameter in inherent load-sharing characteristics.
By increasing this ratio, the loads are inherently increasingly symmetrically distributed.
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appendix A

Derivation of the element matrices

This appendix chapter presents the calculations performed in order to derive the complete element stiffness and
element mass matrices for a three-dimensional beam element. A general procedure is considered in line with
Chapter 2, which includes shear and rotary inertia effects.

A.1 | Derivation of the element stiffness matrix

The derivation of the element stiffness matrix for a beam element K. is obtained by subjecting it to unit displace-
ments

T
g = (u1 V1 W1 191 ?1 ¢1 Uy Uy Wa 1?2 @2 ¢2) (Al)

of the twelve DOF. The application of these unit displacements causes the beam to deform. Naturally, the
magnitude of these deformations is determined by the stiffness of the beam element K. This deformation is
described analytically with beam theory: u(x) describes the axial deformation caused by u; and u,, 9(x) describes
the torsional deformation caused by ¢, and », v(x) describes transverse bending caused by vy, vs. ¥/ and ¢, and
w(x) describes vertical bending caused by wy, w,. ¢ and ¢,. Naturally, these deformations induce strains £(x, y, z)
and stresses o(x, y, z) in the beam element. Axial, transverse bending, vertical bending, torsional, transverse
shear and vertical shear strains and stresses are understood, such that

T
e(x,y,2) = (gu & Ew Yo Yo Yw) (A.2a)
o(x,y,2) = <Gu Oy Oy T9 Ty TW)T (A.2b)

These strains and stresses are function of the unit displacements & by the relation
e(x,v,2) =S(x,y,2) - € (A.3a)
o(x,y,z2) =E-&(x,y,2) =E-S(x,y,2) - & (A.3b)
where S(x, y, z) is a matrix relating the unit displacements & to the strains £(x, y, z) and E is a diagonal elasticity

matrix relating stresses to the strains (Przemieniecki, 1968). Similarly, these matrices can be divided into the
components as

S(x,9,2) = (su 80 Sw 89 85 8y) " (A.4a)
E=(E,E, E, Ey E, E; ) ding (A.4b)

It then follows that the element structural stiffness matrix K, is found by integrating the strain energy over the
volume of the beam, and is given by Przemieniecki (1968) as

K. = / STESdv (A.5)
14
For each of the four equations describing the beam deformation, these matrices are derived.
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Axial deformations: beam subjected to u; and u;,
The differential equation describing axial deformations of a beam is given as

d?u
dx?

With unit displacements u(0) = u; and u(l) = u, the solution to this differential equation is

=0 (A.6)

u(x) = uy + (uy — u1)§ (A7)

Only normal strain and stresses arise due to these unit displacements. The axial normal strains ¢,(x) and stresses
o4(x) can be readily obtained by differentiating u(x),

U; — Uy

1
ou(x) = E%u(x) =E (

Q) = ut) = .y (Aga)

Uz — Uy

) = Eysuf (A.8b)

From this the axial components s, and E, of the matrices S and E are found as

1
suzj(—100000100000) (A.92)

E,=E (A.9Db)

Transverse bending: beam subjected to v;, v,. ¥; and ¢,

Conventionally, the resulting deformation of a beam element under transverse displacements is described by the
Euler-Bernoulli beam theory (Chopra, 2014). The Euler-Bernoulli beam theory for beams without distributed
load, is described by

Elzg =0 (A.10a)
EIZ% = V(X) (A.10b)
EIZ% = —M(x) (A.10c)

j; =y(x) (A.10d)

The general solution to Equation A.10a is a cubic polynomial,

v(x) = ¢o + 1% + cox? + e3x° (A.11)

As this section describes a general procedure, the Timoshenko beam theory is applied, which includes shear
effects. The Timoshenko beam theory for beams without distributed load adds the following correction to the
angle (x) of the neutral axis (Timoshenko, 1921)

dv EL d%
V)= 4t A de

With the unit displacements v(0) = vy, v(I) = va, ¥(0) = /1 and Y(I) = ¢, the unknown coefficients are determined
to yield

(A.12)

l@zljlz - l@zlj/l - ZSlﬁl - 2®ZU2 + 2®ZU1 f
20, +1) l
l@zlﬁz — l@zlﬁl — 21[,02 - 411//1 + 602 — 61}1 xz llﬁz + llﬁl — 21)2 + 21}1 X3
+ — 4+ =
20, +1) 12 (©,+1) B

v(x) = v —

(A.13)
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where
12EI,
GA,l?

Due to the transverse displacements, normal bending strains ¢,(x, y) and stresses 0,(x, y) are developed as well
as shear strains y,(x) and stresses 7,(x). These normal strains ¢,(x, y) are found by the relation

0, =

(A.14)

2

d°v
e(x,y) = Ve = 3

=y _(lZ@Z — 212)¢2 — (l2®Z + 4[2)1//1 + 611}2 — 6ll)1 _ 6xl¢2 + llﬁl — 21)2 + 21)1 (A15)
BOe,+1) BOe,+1)
and the normal stresses o,(x, y) by the relation
a,(x,y) = Ee)(x,y) = Eys € (A.16)
such that
s =2 (0 6l—12x 0 0 0 I’®, + 41 — 6lx 0 =61+ 12x 0 0 0 0, + 2I* — 6lx) (A.17a)
PO, +1)
E,=E (A.17Db)
Similarly, the shear strains y,(x) are found by the relation
dv —l¢2 — l(pl + 2l)2 — 21)1
v = — — = ®Z = A18
B0 = 3~V R R (A19)
and the shear stresses 7,(x) by the relation
7y(x) = Gy,(x) = Eysy & (A.19)
such that
s¢=L(O—2000—l02000—l) (A.20a)
200, + 1)
E, =G (A.20Db)

Vertical bending: beam subjected to w;, w,. ¢; and ¢,
The derivation of the vertical deformations w(x) is similar to that of the transverse deformations v(x), yielding

z

S,y = m (00 61—12x 0 —?©, — 4l + 6lx 0 0 0 —6] + 12x 0 [°©, — 2I* + 6lx 0) (A.21a)
E,=E (A.21b)
®y
=—2> _(00-2010002010 A.21
S 200, + 1) ( ) (A21c)
E,=G (A.21d)

Axial torsion: beam subject to 4, and 9,
The differential equation describing axial rotations of a beam is given as:

dz9
dx?
With boundary conditions 3(0) = &; and 9(I) = &, the solution to this differential equation is

“o (A.22)

9(x) = 0, + (9, — fm% (A.23)
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Only torsional shear strains and stresses arise due to these unit displacements. The torsional shear strains and
stresses can be readily obtained by differentiating ¢(x)

dr —h

yo(x) = riﬁ(x) =r = s9€ (A.24a)
dx

192—191

9(x) = Gr

= Egsp& (A.24Db)

where r is the distance from the x—axis. From this sy and Ej is found:

s9=-(000-100000100) (A.25a)

Q —Ix

Ey = (A.25b)

Element stiffness matrix
The product STES can be evaluated and integrated over the volume of the beam so that the resulting element
stiffness matrix is given below. By virtue of Newton’s Third Law the matrix is symmetric.

(22 0 0o 0 0 o -2 o0 0 0 0 0
12EL 6EL 12EL 6EL
B(1+0;) 0 0 0 (1+0,) 0 T B(1+e,) 0 0 0 (1+\;,)
126, 6EL, 0 0 0 2EL, 6EL, 0
Ba+e,) - T IF1+e,) T Ba+ey) - T E(+e,)
S 0o 0 0 o =% o 0
EL,(4+©,) 6EI EL,(2-©,)
l(yl+®y; 0 0 0 12(1+é)y) 0 l(yl+®y)y 0
EL(4+6,) y __6EL 0 0 0 EL(2-0,)
K. = 1(1+9,) 2(1+0,) 1(1+0,) A2
¢ Moo 0 0 0 0 (A.26)
12EL 6EL
Pa+e.) 1221 0 61(5)1 - a6,
13(1+e§y) 0 12(1+<3y) 0
g0 0
EIL,(4+0,)
sym ey ( o :
l(11+@z)z ]

A.2 | Derivation of the consistent element mass matrix

The consistent element mass matrix is a matrix that is derived using the same method as the element stiffness
matrix: by using the four equations that describe the deformation of the beam due to the unit displacements. Let

£ = (a(x,y,2) 0(x,y,2) #(x,7,2))" (A.27)

be a vector that describes the three-dimensional displacement of the element at (x, y, z) in response to the unit
displacements &. The resulting displacement is composed of axial displacement @(x, y, z), transverse displacement
(x, y, z) and vertical displacement w(x, y, z), which are related to the six beam equations by

a(x,y,2) = u(x) - y - $(x) + 2 - () (A.282)
i(x,y,2) = v(x) — z - I(x) (A.28b)
w(x,y,z) = w(x) +y-3(x) (A.28c¢)

As this considers a general procedure, the rotation of the cross-section is also included which adds the transverse
angle of the neutral axis /(x) and vertical angle of the neutral axis ¢(x), so-called rotary inertia effects. Similarly to
how the stresses and strains are related to the unit displacements & by the matrices S and E, the total displacement
of any point £ can be related to the unit displacements & by

al
£ =D(x,y,2)E = d% & (A.29)
d

w
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These components can be written out to obtain

A (3% 1+ %(4+0,)-1)

140,
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It then follows that the element mass matrix is found by Przemieniecki (1968) as

M.=p / D'DdV (A.33)
\4

Where p is the density of the material. The resulting element mass matrix M. is a combination of translation and
rotary inertia,

M. = Me,tra + Me,rot (A34)

where the translational inertia M, 4, is given as
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and the rotary inertia M. ,o; is given as
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appendix B

Model methodology

This appendix chapter provides insight into the methodology; how has the simulation model Salacia been
developed. First Section B.1 addresses the philosophy behind the model: which approach has been adopted
to reach the final model, what are the governing equations of the model and how are the parameters defined.
Secondly, Section B.2 addresses the programs used in the simulation model. Section B.3 describes the simulation
procedure.

B.1 | Modelling philosophy

The modelling philosophy describes the thoughts behind the development of the model: what approach is taken
to go from zero lines of code to a fully working model, how are the governing equations programmed in the code,
how is it structured and which packages are used?

An iterative modelling approach
This section has been removed as it contains confidential information provided by the research partner
GustoMSC

The mathematical formulation of the governing equations

The model is written with coupled ordinary differential equations (ODEs) described in Chapter 5. Both linear
and non-linear ODEs are found in the code: for example, linear ODEs describe the displacements, velocities and
forces of structural components, such as the legs or pinions, and non-linear ODEs describe the currents in the
induction motors. Within the code, all of these ODEs have been fully vectorised to reduce computational time.

The solution algorithm to integrate the equation of motion

These ODEs are solved in the time-domain by numerical time-integration. The integration scheme used is the
Runge-Kutta 45 method. This method is an explicit method and ensures stability for stiff systems, by automatically
adopting a suitable time step (SciPy Developers, n.d.).

The parametrisation of the model

The model is parametrised such that multiple geometrical designs, induction machines or environmental pa-
rameters can be considered and simulated. This means that if the value of one parameter is changed, say the
mass of the hull or the period of incident waves, the results will be different. The model has been almost fully
parametrised in the sense that certain constraints are still present: e.g. the shape of the hull, the type of machines
driving the jacking systems or the general design of the legs cannot changed, but their characteristic values can,
e.g. the mass of the hull, the power of the machines or the dimensions of the legs.

B.2 | The software of the simulation model

This section provides a description of the software and Python packages used in the simulation model, as well as
how the code is structured.

The programming language, packages and software used

One of the key characteristics of this model is that the simulation is executed within the same environment:
Python. During simulation, even when changing the values of parameters, no external software is required
to obtain certain values; all is processed within. For example, the hydrodynamics of the hull are evaluated
within the Python code, rather than using an external tool such as WAMIT or NEMOH. External FE software,
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however, has been used during development to assess certain relations in the rack-and-pinion interface and the
spudcan-and-seabed interface, but these models have been normalised (unit loads and stiffness) and are scaled
accordingly within Python. In Table B.1 and Table B.2, the programs and Python packages used, their versions
and purpose are presented.

Table B.1: Overview of software used.

Program Version Purpose

Python 3.8.16 primary programming language
Spyder 5.4.1 ide for Python
Abaqus  6.12-1 FE-software used for spudcan-and-seabed interface
Ansys APDL 2022 R2  FE-software used for rack-and-pinion interface
and validation of internal FE-model
WAMIT 7.311 validation of internal hydrodynamic model

Table B.2: Overview of Python packages used.

Python package Version Purpose

Numpy 1.23.5 math, linear algebra
Matplotlib  3.7.0 creating figures and animations
Scipy 1.10.0 numerical time-integration
Capytaine 1.5 hydrostatics and hydrodynamics
vtk 9.0.3 auxiliary package to Capytaine

xarray 2022.11.0 auxiliary package to Capytaine

The structure of the Python code
The code of the model has been divided into multiple files and folders to keep the code structured and easy to use.
For a certain build the structure is as follows,

Build 0.xx.xx
| _output
| salacia
seabed penetration curves
seabedHorizontal.csv
seabedRotational.csv
seabedVertical.csv
__init__.py
config.py
geometrybuilder.py
neptunus.py
triton.py
| animator.py
| config.ini
| solver.py
| visualiser.py

The root folder contains three executable Python files and a configuration file. Executing solver. py runs the
simulation according to the configuration of parameters as provided in config. ini. It is dependent on three
files: config.pyloads config. ini into Python and checks the parameters for validity, geometrybuilder.py
performs time-independent calculations (creation of matrices, calculation of hydrodynamic parameters etc.) and
triton.py performs time-dependent calculations, which is the time-integration. When it is finished running
the simulation, the parameters and simulation data are saved to the output folder with a unique identifier—the
number of seconds since 1 January 1970 00:00:00. The other two files, visualiser.py and animator. py, take
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as input this unique identifier and consequently produce figures and a 3D animation of the data respectively and
are dependent on the neptunus. py file. The flowchart found in Figure B.1 presents the structure of the code.

time

A

config.py config.ini

A

A

geometrybuilder.py

solver.py

A 4

triton.py
[ 3
|
: output |
|
o ;
visualiser.py >
animator.py |g neptunus. py
r—-——=—===-=- -
—> output |
Lo o o o o o o o

Figure B.1: Structure and flow of the Python code of the model.

B.3 | Running the simulation

This section provides insight into what steps occurs between configuring the simulation with config. ini and

plotting the results with visualiser.py.

Additional settings affecting the simulation procudure
The first step is to configure the configuration file. Besides the parameters listed extensively throughout Chapter 5,
additional configurations are available that affect how to simulation is solved. These settings are given in Table B.3.

Table B.3: Overview of settings for the simulation procedure.

Setting

Type

Clarification

simulationDuration
simulationUseConsistentMassMethod
simulationAllowRotaryInertia
simulationAllowShear
simulationLegHandlingVelocity
simulationAllowWaveOscillations
simulationStructuralDampingRatio

Float
Bool
Bool
Bool
Float
Bool
Float

Simulation starts at t = 0, ends at this time

If False, lumped mass method used

Rotary inertia effects in consistent mass method
Shear effects in stiffness and consistent mass matrix
Velocity objective of the control system

If False, still water used

Default value of 2 % used

The load case evaluated during simulation
The load case that is simulated with the model is that of leg lowering including the transient phase of spudcan
penetration into the seabed. This is the first load case that occurs when a WTIV arrives at a location, as schematised
in Figure 1.3. To prevent unnecessary computations into leg lowering without any spudcan penetration, the
simulation starts with a vertical clearance Azgydcan as described in Section 5.2.3. The simulation continues until
the given simulation duration as given in config. ini is reached. Because the equations of the model describe
all dynamics of WTIVs generally, the simulation can switch to the platform lifting load case if a sufficiently large
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simulation duration is given as input. These results will not be accurate, as such load cases are generally modelled
with a different spudcan-and-seabed model, as described in Section 3.2.4.1, and because the hydrodynamics and
wave-exciting forces are calculated for the initial draught.

Besides the leg lowering load case, the simulation model would also allow to simulate the load case of leg
lifting (see Figure 1.3) as this does not involve the spudcan-and-seabed model. Though, this is not considered in
this thesis.

The initial conditions

This section has been removed as it contains confidential information provided by the research partner
GustoMSC

The simulation procedure

This section has been removed as it contains confidential information provided by the research partner
GustoMSC
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Validation of the model

It is important that every addition or change to the model is validated, before moving to the next build. However,
as the model created in this thesis is first-of-its-kind, it is not straightforward to perform validation as no single
equivalent software exists with similar capabilities. Validation of the entire model must therefore be performed
differently. One method is to validate the sub-models of the model separately with equivalent software or
literature, such as an existing FE-software package to validate the FE-model of the legs. An overview of validation
methods of the sub-models is found in Table C.1.

Table C.1: Overview of the validation methods of sub-models.

Sub-model Validation method

Internal FE-model of the legs  Validated with existing software (Ansys)
Induction motor model  Validated using theory reference and data sheets
Internal hydrodynamic model  Validated using existing software (WAMIT)

C.1 | Validation of the internal FE model

The internal FE model of the leg is validated using the well-established FE solver Ansys APDL. Two levels of
validation are distinguished. In the first level the element mass and stiffness matrices from Sections 2.3 and 2.4
are validated and in the second level the procedure to represent a structure with multiple beam elements from
Section 2.7 is validated.

C.1.1 | Validation of the element mass and element stiffness matrices

In the first level the mass and stiffness matrices of a single beam element are exported from Ansys and compared
to the element mass matrix M. and element stiffness matrix K. from the internal FE model. Both consistent and
lumped mass matrices are checked. The matrices matched perfectly, confirming that the procedure to formulate
these matrices is formulated and implemented correctly into Salacia.

C.1.2 | Validation of the procedure to represent a structure with multiple beam
elements

This section has been removed as it contains confidential information provided by the research partner
GustoMSC

C.2 | Validation of the induction motor model

The induction motor model is validated using data sheets and references. Two levels of validation are distinguished.
In the first level the formulation and implementation of the EOM of the induction motor is validated and in the
second level the procedure of parameter estimation is validated.

C.2.1 | Validation of the equation of motion of the induction motor

In the first level the EOM of the induction motor is validated: are the currents, rotational frequency and response
to loads the same as found in reference? An example of a 2250 horsepower induction motor from Krause et
al. (2013) is used in the validation. The results are shown in Figures C.1-C.5 showing both the acceleration
characteristics as well as response to an external load. The parameters of the induction motor used by Krause et
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al. (2013) are listed in Table C.2. The results of the induction motor model developed here, match those found in

reference. This confirms the equations for the induction motor are formulated and implemented correctly in the
simulation model.
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Figure C.5: Torque-velocity characteristics during the change in external load.
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Table C.2: Induction motor parameters (Krause et al., 2013).

Quantity Symbol Value

Rotor mass moment of inertia  j; 63.87 kg m?
Number of poles p 4
Rated voltage frequency e 60 Hz

Line-to-neutral voltage vpc 1837V
Rotor resistance R, 22 mQ
Stator resistance  Rq 29 mQ

Rotor inductance L, 35.2mH

Stator inductance L 35.2mH

Mutual inductance L, 34.5mH

C.2.2 | Validation of the induction motor parameters

This section has been removed as it contains confidential information provided by the research partner
GustoMSC

C.3 | Validation of the internal BEM model

In the simulation model, the hydrostatics, hydrodynamics and wave-exciting forces of the hull are evaluated with
the capytaine package. The same geometry is created with commercial BEM solver WAMIT in order to validate
this implementation. In Figures C.6-C.8 the diagonal terms of the added mass matrix My, the diagonal terms of
the damping matrix Cy, and the amplitudes of the wave-exciting forces f;, are presented as function of the angular

frequency of the waves wy,. It can be seen that the convergence is excellent, confirming the Capytaine package
has been implemented correctly.
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Figure C.7: Diagonal terms of the damping matrix Cp,.
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