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PROFOUNDly urban:  
PRACTICES OF RESISTANCE

of the Otomi community of Mexico City















Before 800, settled 
in Toluca and Tula 
valleys. 

Nahua tribe invaded 
and took their land.

CDMX CDMX

Around 1200, Tula 
was overtaken by the 
powerful Chichimec 
tribe. 

The Otomi move and 
settle in their own area. 

CDMX

When the Spaniards 
arrived the Otomi 
allied themselves with 
them, viewing them as 
saviors, allowing them 
to expand. 

CDMX

Currently a large 
part of the Otomi 
has moved to urban 
areas in search for 
better opportunities 
and access to 
resources. 

CDMX

They briefly settled in 
Xaltocan before being 
overrun by invaders in 
1395.  

They moved north and 
south and became 
subjects of the Aztec 
empire. 

In what ways did the community change in every instance? 



Mexico Profundo, Mexico imaginario
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Women indigenous working class migrants

profoundly urban



Craft Vendadoras
Cooking Community 

construction
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Negotiating

In what ways do the practices of resistance of Otomi women in Mexico 
City counter the infrastructures of marginalization?

How do situated knowledges and practices establish spatial dynamics that 
make liberation movements successful?
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Remnants of colonial housing
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Intensity



Intensity is a spectrum towards isolation







urban affects

Hunger
Thirst 
Fear 

Fatigue 
Excitement 

Warmth 
Curiosity



project of translations

Translating embodied experience
Translating one world making into another

Translating language 



tsaya (tsáya) vi 1. descansar 
2. descansar (palabra de cortesía al recibir una visita) 
3. cesar 
4. morir 

tsaya (tsǎya) vt dar descanso
tsaya (tsáya, tsǎya) s 
1. descanso
2. descansadero 
3. vacación 
4. casa, hogar el lugar donde descansan los
muertos antes de llegar al camposanto
tsaya (tsǎya) vi aliviarse, calmarse

tsaya (tsáya) vi 1. rest
2. courtesy when receiving a visit
3. cease 
4. die

tsaya (tsǎya) vt dar descanso
tsaya (tsáya, tsǎya) s 
1. descanso
2. descansadero 
3. vacation
4. casa, hogar el lugar donde descansan los
muertos antes de llegar al camposanto
tsaya (tsǎya) vi aliviarse, calmarse

rest



sp. reunion 
eng. gathering

sp. plantear 
eng. planting

sp. bano 
eng. restroom

sp. entrada 
eng. entrance

sp. cocina
eng. kitchen

sp. no trabajar
eng. resting

proposal



Entrance Restroom Garden Kitchen Butho hmunts’i
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thi-bano- restroom

hooks for clothes
-covering the window

simple water source for 
cleaning oneself

Rotating mirror to create 
privacy when needed

Hooks for a hammock to 
be used at night



kuni-cocina- kitchen



kuni-cocina- kitchen

Screws

butho

50 x 50 mm timber
 support

40mm wooden roof

225 x 112 x 75mm bricks

150 x 250 wooden rafter

screws

150 x 250 timber post

Gusset

|bu̱tho (bú̱tho) vi
1. estar quieto
2. descansar, no trabajar
3. vivir en algún lugar todavía



|bu̱the (|bú̱the) s agua tranquila, 
agua quieta

butho



agua amarga juthe
agua amarga jutsdehe
agua amarillenta giñ’afi, gi’mfi
(estancada dentro de los mgueyes
raspados)
agua apestosa xäthe
agua bendita jäptehe
agua caliente pathe
agua cruda ‘ñäthe
agua de humo gi’mfi
agua de masa deheju̱ni
agua dulce udehe
agua en que han sancochado elotes dehemänxa
agua endulzada udehe, uxkadehe
agua enfriada kändehe (hervida)
agua espesa methe
agua fresca xathe
agua fría tsethe ̱
agua hervida ndäthe, tho̱’sdehe,thu̱ndehe
agua limpia t’asdehe
agua picosa ithe
agua potable t’asdehe
agua rebotada mu̱nts’i
agua salada njux’uthe, uxkadehe
agua sucia ts’othe (agua turbia)
agua tibia pangdehe
agua tranquila ‘bu̱the (agua quieta)
agua turbia methe, mu̱ntsdehe
agua xoquiaque hethe ̱
aguas negras ‘bodehe, ‘bothe
aguas termales pathe
el que saca agua ‘yathe

agua f dehe



Collection point Rain Water Storage tank

Input for other sources of water

-80 m3

Sedimentation tank
-100 m3

Filtered water 
redistribution 

Filtration tank
-115 m3

Disinfection tank
-215 m3

Filtered Water Storage Tank

Average Annual Rainfall 
304 mm 

Rain water harvested 
91200 lts

-350 m3

350.000 lts



Black and grey water separation 

Restroom Sink Garden KitchenFiltered Water
Storage Tank





Evergreens 
-for shading 

Medicinal plantsHerb garden Plants that  purify the air and attract pollinators



N

Evergreens 
-for shading 

Evergreens 
-for shading 

Evergreens 
-for shading 

Flowering tree 

Flowering tree 

Flowering tree 

Flowering tree 

Flowering tree 

Flowering tree 
Medicinal plants

Fruit trees

Herb garden

Plants that 
purify the air 
and attract 
pollinator

Palms
-Separate 
area

Evergreens
Encino
Pine 
Tepozan 

Medicinal 
Sauco- Sambucus-Mexican Elderberry 
Pericon- Tagetes lucida- Mexican Mint Marigold

Fruit trees
Tejocote 

Flowering  trees 
Casahuete 
Colorin 
Jacaranda

Air purifying trees
Yucca- Mexican Yucca
Sauco- Sambucus-Mexican Elderberry 
Muicle- Justicia Spicigera- Mexican Honeysuckle
Salvia- Salvia officinalis- Mexican Sage 
Pericon- Tagetes lucida- Mexican Mint Marigold
Coralillo- Hamelia patens- Mexican Firebush 
Tronador- Tecoma stans- Mexican Yellow elder
Palo verde- Parkinsonia aculeata- Mexican Palo Verde












