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Research

Argumentation of choice
of the studio

The chair of Urban Architecture presents a site-specific
studio in which existing conditions are challenged.
Therefore, it encourages working with people and their
stories as well as the physical aspects of the site. The
theme of the studio combines theoretical and practical
research and design, enhancing each step of the design

process.

Graduation project

Title of the graduation
project

The City of Bridges: Culture Re-weaved in Bressoux

Goal

Location:

Bressoux, Liege, Belgium

The posed problem,

The city, Liege, has diverse scenes; it is
scattered over the brownfields and
consists of wastelands and construction
sites, agricultural fields, and industrial
sites. Some scenes appear empty and
deserted, but also full of potential.
Clearly, the city has been transformed
over the years, and yet this
transformation created wounds, in the
urban fabric and nature. Hence there
are some visible scars in a material
sense, that appeared in the process of
recovery and the city might be seen as a
scarred body. On the other hand, when
unfolding the intangible layers of the




site, it is possible to see the hidden
scars in the socio-cultural structure as
well.

The project site Bressoux can be seen
as one of the scars of the city or maybe
still a wound to be healed. There is
social segregation mostly between
migrants and the local Belgians in the
neighborhood where communities are
sticking together and marginalizing each
other. Some communities have their
space, but some lack the facilities, and
some are almost hidden. The chance to
be hidden is already given to these
people but what about the chance to be
seen and be together? Pour vivre
heureux, vivons caches?

Therefore, the neighborhood needs
another approach where architecture
defines a public space in which social
inclusion and participation will take
place when desired.

research questions and

Main Research Question: How can we
recompose the bridges between
different social groups in Bressoux
through architecture?

The sub-questions are divided into two
different themes. The first theme
focuses on understanding the social
aspects of the neighborhood and its
inhabitants by asking the following
questions.

-Who are the main social groups in the
neighborhood?

-What are the reasons for sociocultural
segregation in Bressoux?

-What are the ongoing activities
organized by associations and social
workers? Do they have enough space
and facilities?

-How physical environments (clothes,
furnishings, buildings, gardens, streets,




neighborhoods) are used in the
presentation of self in establishing group
identity?

The second theme focuses on
experiments in architecture and
indeterminacy as tools for participatory
design by asking the following
questions.

-Which objects/tools do people use to
appropriate their space? What is the
concept of adhocism and improvisation?

-How can architecture strategically
integrate concepts of appropriation into
its program, by learning from different
social groups?

-How can architecture encourage
collectiveness and trigger creative
behavior?

- How can indeterminacy in a design
initiate public participation and social
bonding between people?

design assignment in which these result.

The result of the study aims a public
space that accommodates the diverse
population of the neighborhood by
generating various cultural events
revolved around production and
participation. The purposed place will
act as a catalyst for community
engagement via participatory design and
furthermore as a landmark that can be
seen across the river inviting citizens to
become a part of this invisible
neighborhood.

Process

Method description

The research will be conducted in two parts. The first part will focus on
understanding the social aspects of the neighborhood and its inhabitants. This part of
the research is aimed to be finished by the end of P2.




-People will be interviewed and the data will be refined and collated into the ‘Faces of
Bressoux & Droixhe’ booklet to understand the main social groups in the
neighborhood.

- A bulletin board will be created to investigate the sociocultural links and
segregations between these groups.

-People will be photographed in daily life and these will turn into Exactitudes of
Bressoux catalogue to gather information about a society's habits and their identity.

- Psychogeographical mapping will be used to point out the main concerns and the
characteristics of the neighborhood via interviews held in specific locations in
Bressoux.

-Travel patterns of different social groups will be drawn to investigate the social
segregation and possible future encounters.

-Social media research on associations and their activities will be done for program
definition and its architectural needs.

-Literature review on visual culture, urban segregation, and cultural resilience will be
done.

-Appropriation tools on different scales will be collected in a catalogue to understand
how people interact with the space and make it their own.

The second part of the research will continue with more focus on architecture, and
participatory design in theory and practice.

-Appropriation tools catalogue will be used as an inspiration for designing the space

-Literature review on appropriation, participatory design, indeterminacy in
architecture, and architecture of chance will be done.

-Case Studies on Participatory Design and Indeterminacy
e Fun Palace, Stratford East, London, England
e SESC Pompeia, Sao Paulo, Brazil

-Case Studies on Architecture with social and cultural programs

NDSM Werf, Amsterdam, Netherlands

DSM Threehouse, Amsterdam, Netherlands
Leeszaal, Rotterdam West, Netherlands
Centquatre, Paris, France

De Hallen, Amsterdam, Netherlands
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Reflection

1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if
applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme
(MSc AUBS)?

During my studies, my fascination for designing spaces revolved around the user and social
aspects. For this graduation studio, my initial interest was to explore the city as a collection
of social spaces: discover the habits, rhythms, and routines that form daily life in the
neighborhood and explore the hidden territories in time and space. The studio theme Black
Hill City and Invisible Cities encouraged me to unfold the intangible layers of the site and
focus on the hidden scars in the sociocultural structure. Designing a social space for the
neighborhood creates the possibility to explore how architecture can help to recompose the
bridges between different social groups in Bressoux and how it can become inclusive.

2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional
and scientific framework.

Bressoux was once a neighborhood with mainly European citizens yet, it is now a
multi-cultural neighborhood. According to the I Believe project, researchers predict
that the European citizen definition is becoming more diverse and by 2060, one in
three Europeans will have a migration background. Cultural heritage should not be
seen as a token of the past but as a way of facilitating changes that improve people's
lives under new circumstances and thus enhance cultural sustainability (Holtorf,
2018). As 21st-century cities are more multicultural, the changes and diversities in
society should be considered and accepted for cultural resilience. How can societies
see cultural diversity as a potential but not a threat? How can we create a ‘common
ground’” amongst different social groups? How can we give visibility to the invisible
characters of the neighborhood? What kind of architectural environments help people
integrate?

People are territorial beings who define and mark space and create visible and
invisible boundaries. The appropriation by individuals for permanent and temporary
uses encounter in the public domain of Bressoux. The physical environment and the
visual symbols, signs, and ornamentation produced by public and private actors
create the visual culture. They construct a narrative of place that can reinforce
sociological situations. Therefore, I would also like to focus on the different kinds of
appropriations performed by the inhabitants and learn from them.

Many buildings on the site appear, not as fixed objects but rather as transitional
structures that are modified according to changing needs. Spaces (sites, landscapes),
things (buildings, materials), and living species are involved in a constant process of
change and transformation, at different speeds, in many rhythms, through repeating
cycles. The British social anthropologist Ingold (2010) advocated the view that both
people and buildings should be seen as something continuously re-born and
constantly growing, going through ever-new creative transformations. With the
assistance of Cedric Price and Lina Bo Bardi, I would like to discover indeterminacy in
design and take the user into account to test if architecture can create a medium for
public participation and social inclusion in harmony with cultural activities.







