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(Temperature Change in the Netherlands, n.d.)
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author + (Haasnoot, 2018)
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(PZC, 2018)

1 February 1953
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(Greenpeace, 2023)
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Problem statement
The Southwestern delta is facing environmental and agricultural 
challenges, now and in the future. By understanding what a (semi-) 
open delta implies for Schouwen-Duiveland,  in particular for the green-
blue structures, these challenges can be addressed. While implying a 
(semi-) open delta, the water safety of the society should at all times be 
guaranteed. When taking up the multiple challenges in a spatial 
framework, the existing qualities need to be sustained and secured.
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS
What would the return to a (semi-) open delta mean for the green blue network of Schouwen- Duivenland, 
and what spatial framework and guiding design principles would be necessary to sustain and upgrade both
green blue networks and live ability, now and in the future? 

• What is a (semi-) open delta approach?

• How can a (semi-) open delta solve existing and future challenges?

• What are the existing qualties and threats of the green-blue network and the liveability on Schouwen-Duivenland?

• How can these qualities be sustained and/or upgraded when returning to a (semi-) open delta?

• How can the green blue structures of Schouwen-Duivenland be improved when returning to a (semi-) open delta?

• What are the spatial implications when Schouwen-Duiveland is situated in a (semi-) open delta?
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Delta Scenarios

Closed system, (H+N+S landschaparchitecten et al., 2009) Open system, (H+N+S landschaparchitecten et al., 2009) 
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Closed delta

Environment Agriculture

Living Watermanagement

Detailed assessment can be found in the booklet: Between Land & Sea
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Open Eastern Scheldt

Environment Agriculture

Living Watermanagement

Detailed assessment can be found in the booklet: Between Land & Sea
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Semi open delta

Environment Agriculture

Living Watermanagement

Detailed assessment can be found in the booklet: Between Land & Sea



17

Introduction Delta scenarios SWOT analysis Vision Focus area 2Focus area 1Water system Pattern cards ConclusionGraduation 
framework

Open Delta

Environment Agriculture

Living Watermanagement

Detailed assessment can be found in the booklet: Between Land & Sea



18

Introduction Delta scenarios SWOT analysis Vision Focus area 2Focus area 1Water system Pattern cards ConclusionGraduation 
framework

SWOT analysis
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Strengths Weaknesses
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Opportunities Threats
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Intertidal areas

Green-blue strategies

Inner dikes

Strengths

Weaknesses Opportunities

Threats

SWOT and previous analysis
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Before
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After
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Based on
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DECISION TREE| Example
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(semi) Open 
Grevelingen

Salt agriculture

Eastern Scheldt

De Gouwe
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(semi) Open 
Grevelingen
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Current situation

Challenges
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DECISION TREE| Open Grevelingen
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Current situation High tide + 1,00 m NAP Low tide + 1,00 m NAP
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Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3
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Kentish Plover
(staatbosbeheer, 2023)
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Before
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After
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De Gouwe
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Challenges
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DECISION TREE| de Gouwe
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Phase 1
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Phase 2
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Phase 3
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Before

After
The little owl 
(Marle, n.d.)
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BEFORE
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AFTER



50

Introduction Delta scenarios SWOT analysis Vision Focus area 2Focus area 1Water system Pattern cards ConclusionGraduation 
framework



51

Introduction Delta scenarios SWOT analysis Vision Focus area 2Focus area 1Water system Pattern cards ConclusionGraduation 
framework

Pattern cards
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