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Motivation

Introduction

Refugee Stamp. Created in 1974, Source: hweb @ www.polignosi.com. (n.d.). http://www.polignosi.com/cgibin/hweb?-A=12667&-V=limmata



Cypriot refugee family durind
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Ethnicity distribution in Cyprus between the island’s independence and 1974, the Turkish invasion. Source: Based on https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of Cyprus, illustrated by the author
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Greek Cypriot Refugee Distribution

Nicosia
#76.835 Housing
units

30.000 Residents

Larnaca
3.505 Housing
units
14.000 Residents

Paphos
117 Housing
units

500 Residents

Limasol
2.714 Housing > %

units P ]
12.000 Residents |

0 10 20 km
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Refugee housing unit and Greek Cypriot refugee distribution among cities. Source: Data based on QGIS, illustrated by the author



Problem Statement

-Refugee settlements as a temporary solution

- The absence of a holistic spatial strategy for the refugee

settlements

Introduction

https://philenews.com/koinonia/eidiseis/article/875151
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Refugees will become refugees again
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Hundreds of refugees, sooner or later, will either find themselves on the streets, or the
state will undertake to pay their rent, while their number will increase as the apartment
buildings in which they live grow older.

Already 43 of the total 358 apartment buildings that exist throughout Cyprus in
government settlements were deemed unrepairable, either for static reasons or because
the cost of repairing them is considered unprofitable. Members of the Parliamentary
Committee for Refugees are now raising the issue of the construction of new apartment
buildings, while others believe that it is time to buy new buildings from the market for
housing refugees. The problem with the statics of apartment buildings could be solved



Research Question

How can community led spatial planning enable the Cypriot
refugee settlements to be transformed to liveable
environments while preserving memories of their initial
inhabitants?

Introduction

Refugee housing unit and Greek Cypriot refugee distribution among cities. Source: Data based on QGIS, illustrated by the author
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Strovolos Il Refugee Settlement

Ethnomartyras refugee settlement to the within Nicosia’s urban tissue, DS Orthophotos 2014, Retrieved from: https://eservices.dls.moi.gov.cy/#/national/geoportalmapviewer
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Governmental Refugee Housing Plan
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Refugees 2ND, 3RD Generation

1974 The Turkish invasion in Cyprus
led to the cancellation of the town
and country planning law

1975 New planning law for refugee
housing urgency

1993 800 new housing units to replace
houses with structural problems
mainly from the first phase

*The Housing and Planning
Department is responsible
for the management and
maintenance of

2014 Government Settlements
but also for the landscaping
of green spaces and parks,
the construction of parking
lots and the repair of roads
and sidewalks in them.

2021

2022 total of 69 governmental
settlements with 14.000 housing units

Livability & Remembrance Analysis

Greek-Cypriot refugee identity evolution in relation to Cyprus housing plans. Source: Data for the housing plans were retrieved from Cyprus’s Housing and Planning department.
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Urban Density

Urbanization 0
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Refugee Settlement Positio

Livability Analysis

ft:

% Industrial / Commercial area

. Sport / Leisure facility

. Isolated structure

. Nicosia Urban District Quarters
O Refugee Governmental Settlement

. Refugee self-buili setflement

19



Pedestrian

Residential

— Secondary

— Primary
= Motorway
% Refugee Governmental Settlement
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Refugee Settlement Network Analysis
Nicosia
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Refugee Settlement Network Analysis
Strovolos Il Refugee Settlement

Accessibility by
Motorized Vehicles

- Enclosed by highly accessible
roads

Motorized vehicles

Highly accessible

I Poorly accessible

Livability Analysis

Conceptual Framework Diagram

A

Accessibility by
Pedestrians

-low walkability,
disconnected from adjacent

neighborhoods
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Remembrance Analysis
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Case Studies Locations

.
Agios Nikolas, Agia
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Livability & Remembrance Analysis
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Observations & street
interviews

Livability & Remembrance Analysis
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Vacant Building Distribution

Vacant Buildings
0

I 803

Building number
Min 20

. Max 2290

Postcade with refugee
settlement in most/entire
of its area

5km

Livability Analysis

Vacant building distribution in Nicosia., Non-European resident distribution in Nicosia., Dependent population in Nicosia. Data retrieved from: https://www.data.gov.cy/search/type/dataset
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Public Space

Overcrowd community
spaces

[ Community gatherings

on national holidays /
important for the
community events

Vacant public spaces, no

\gn of human p

Anthoupoli Government Setflemenrt, 1,024 housing-uniis

Livability & Remembrance Analysis
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Dependant Population

K . Population dependency
¢ - factor
? . D 012

A I 094

Mean Age
Min 26,6

. Max 52,5

Postcode with refugee
settlement in most/entire
of its area

*The dependent population is calculated based on individuals under 14 and above 65 years old.

5km

A 0 2:5
Livability & Remembrance Analysis

Vacant building distribution in Nicosia., Non-European resident distribution in Nicosia., Dependent population in Nicosia. Data retrieved from: https://www.data.gov.cy/search/type/dataset
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Neighbourhood Borders

Distant from the urban
environment

Disconnected from
the surroundings

Introve)
: with th

Barrier - No space
for pedestrians

Anthoupoli Governfnent Settlement, 1,024 housing units

Livability & Remembrance Analysis
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Changing Social Consistency

Non European Residents
0

434

Paopulation
Min 31

Max 6372

Postcode with refugee
O settlement in most/entire

of itsarea

5km

A ? 2:5
Livability & Remembrance Analysis

Vacant building distribution in Nicosia., Non-European resident distribution in Nicosia., Dependent population in Nicosia. Data retrieved from: https://www.data.gov.cy/search/type/dataset
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Boundary Flexibility

Anthoupoli Government Settlement, 1,024 housing units

Livability & Remembrance Analysis
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Social Interaction

Refugee children playing
the streets

Minimal zoning between
housing and streets

AnthoupoliGovernment Séfﬂement,'

Livability & Remembrance Analysis
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fence height
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Refugee Settlement Statistical Analysis

@ everyday human interaction in public spaces
@ The blooming gardens

@ street Names

(8 Traditional practices

@ weekly market

@ Collective meal gatherings

@ Visual connection among neighbors & passers-
@ connection before entering the settlement
@ Blur boundary public private

® Monument

@ Low rise family area

Livability & Remembrance Analysis
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@ Border Permeability

@ Excessive parking in public space

O Empty land

(@ school

@ cnuren

(® structural malfunctions/housing stock in decay

®) inactive open spaces

(®) community center in decay

(® unattractive pedestrian network

@ Cultivation plots adjacent to front gardens
Green space assorted with apartment building
Distinct settlement entrance

v Blurred settlement entrance
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Pattern language development

Rx- Title

(A)- Action
(P1)- Practical
implication

Lx- Title

)

Remembrance

People need to ‘know’ in order not to
forget

(A)- Action
(P1)- Practical
implication

Y

Pattern language development

Livability

Refugee neighbourhoods need to
fulfil contemporary needs while
preserving traces of their initial
character
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Key Stakeholders

Municipalities

Community council

Youth council

)
DAG)

Planning & Housing Department

Public Works Department

Refugee Associations

A

Refugee Residents — Gen 1

Refugee Residents — Gen 2+

New Residents

Cyprus Scientific and Technical Chamber

@ G

Oxygono, Governance Arrangement in
Nicosia

s
&
('0
Vision Potential on Youth 'f})o
Entrepreneurship I,,/
()
%
(]
Heritage transmittion

.| through community
building actions actions

Built Environment
Guidelines on Heritage
and Remembrance

Collective mobility
"solutions, remembrance
seed bank and actions on
cultivating education

e

%
< Planning on regional
spatial reminders on S
refugee community as a ol

decentralized monument

Stakeholders: Essential Important Interesting @ @ Potential

- Existing synergies Potential synergies

Pattern language development
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Pattern language development
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Border Per

Excessive parking in public space

Empty land

School

Church

Structural malfunctions/housing stock in decay

Inactive open spaces

Community center in decay

Unattractive pedestrian network

Cultivation plots adjacent to front gardens

Green space assorted with apartment building

Distinct settl entrance

Blurred settlement entrance

Greek Refugees

Jew community of loannina

Lynching Of Black People in the lim Crow South
The golden vowels in the Jozefstraat

Jewish victims of the Holocaust

Community sharing everyday stories on benches

Humans of New York

African Diaspora through Brooklyn’s food culture
DA

9/11 archives

Open Archives

Holocaust archives

Black archives

ArQuives
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Reference patterns
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Reference Patterns

Patterns Based on
Specific Events

Patterns Based on reminding and preserving
Community Practices

Pattern language development 38



Patterns on the refugee settlements
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Building stock

Public space

Public buildings

(u J (Ld [LS
®©

Neighbourhood structure

CO®EOE
®© = D

Neighbourhood housing
stock transformation

®

Collective spaces

(LE; @] (LQ @ [LID @J
@®

Housing stock details

@ @
@ ®

Pattern language development
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\

/LIS- Planning the housing
stock transformation

(A) A partially controlled
transformation of the urban
landscape of the refugee
settlements will adapt spatial
qualities of the community in a
contemporary time.

(P1) Recommendation guideline
options can be created for the
external renovation language on
yards and building facades based on
the resident’s needs.

|
) —

ELE)

7

(= OGO

Fundamental for: L12, R3, RS

@

Neighbourhood housing
stock transformation

(

L9- Empowering urban
cultivation culture
(A) Creating the environment for the
informal cultivation culture to be
preserved and evolved will ensure the
resilience of the fundamental
characteristic of the refugee community,
the rural one while differentiating the
refugee neighborhoods from ordinary
neighborhoods in Nicosia.
(P1) Organize locally workshops and
educational seminars and knowledge
exchange on urban cultivation tips and
methods. Additionally, support the
initiatives with subsidies. '

\,

@

nergize with: L4, R12

Syl

Pattern language development

Neighbourhood structure
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Pattern language development
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Pattern language development
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[ L7- Diversifying i

community center

(A) Updating the neighborhood
community center to fulfill the
needs of all the residents, and
refugee generations endorses the
needs of a wider part of the local
community.

(P1) Renovate and update the
community buildings while
diversifying their functions. Where
needed while expanding and
creating spaces for local businesses
and startups.

Synergize with: L1, L3, L5, L11, R6

[L4- Exchanging
community knowledge

() Elderly first-generation refugees
embody handicraft knowledge that can
be transferred to the younger
generations.

(PI) knowledge exchange spaces can be
created in the community centers of
the refugee settlements for knowledge
exchange amang the generations of the
community.

Synergize with: L9, R12

Public buildings

Pattern language development

R1- Creating An Open

Storytelling Archive

(H) People have stories to tell. Thus,
documenting, preserving, and
interpreting first refugee generations’
oral histories at any time on a daily
basis contributes to the community
memory archive.

(P1) create specific sitting areas located
in the refugee settlement where
residents have the option to record or
listen to stories/conversations on
matters of the community or share
stories from their past..

Public Spaces and Connections
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Pattern Field

Context
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Strategy Design

How can the planning process bUI|d a communlty in




Anthoupoli Settlement
|

Community Led Strategy Building
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Anthoupoli Settlement Layers
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Community Led Strategy Building
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Anthoupoli Settilement
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Green structure

Community Led Strategy Building

Mobility
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How can community led spatial planning enable the Cypriot
refugee settlements to be transformed to liveable
environments while preserving memories of their initial
inhabitants?

Conclusions
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Conclusions

Pattern Mining Pattern Use Pattern Publishing

Commons

Pattern Repository

Conclusions
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Conclusions

Large size saftlements

Medium size seftlements

Refugee setile:
{housing units)
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* Postal code center

(ORefugee Governmental Settlement

. Refugee self-built setflement

= Postal codes of Refugee Governmental
Settlement / self-built settlement

Nicosia Urban District Quarters

Nicosia Urban Districts

( ) United Nations Buffer Zone
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Looking Back

e Problem Analysi Territorial patterns
| Spatial Patterns
I .
| of Conflict
I
I
: — T —
I Deserted mixed / T/C Refugee Governmental
| Buffer Zone Villages Settle:
I
! | | | J
| T T T
! “Green line” Refugee community
: demilitarized zone Natural landscapes clusters
I
I
|
|
I
I
I
| )
I
I
I
| Antithesis
I
I Regional patterns
| / ¢ \
I
: Deserted \‘ Monofunctional
| Check Points Religious Monuments dense urban areas
| |
|
I Deserted Rural ! Abandoned,
| Borders Settlements ; buildings in decay
: il
' ) Unexploited : Subjective constructions,
: Void - Nature Agricultural Land T misuse of public space
1
1| W T N e e e e et e e e e e, e= -
I
atrolled by the United Nations roperty Management overnment plays tl
: Patrolled by the United Nati T/CP M G lays the
. Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus Service - Ministry of the Interior role of the contractor
\
\ N
T S R T e R Social Groups - — — — -
/ e T A SR e eSS TS et SRR SO N
/ 2 2 The most
Refugee Community Refugee Community 'l Low-income families
| vulnerable social groups
_ I ; Aging refugee related with
Cypriots A ‘\ population

Residents of Cyprus

The social groups related or belonging with the refugee identity
are multiple and increasing though the years, making the refugee

community a multifaced, complex social group.

the patterns of conflict
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Conclusions

56



