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The TU Delft consists of many different 
disciplines, studies, faculties, researchers, 
students, opinions, ideas.. all in all a 
very unique cocktail, with very unique 
opportunities. But in order to tap into all of 
the opportunities that this cocktail has to 
offer, it needs to be mixed. Unfortunately the 
university is now divided in different bubbles. 
Either by faculty, study or on paper. 
In order to change this the TU Delft came up 

Functionally the building can be split in 
three main spaces; the discussion space, 
the presentation space and the roof terrace. 
The discussion space is a long open hall 
that starts underneath the bridge of the roof 
terrace, and opens up as you go further into 
the space. At the end you are greeted by the 
willow tree that stands out from the rest of the 
park. 
The volume that sticks out above the building 

For the design principle ‘restrained contrast’ 
the facade is split in two, a brick outer layer 
and a glass inner layer. To increase the 
contrast between them all heavy elements 
are added to the brick facade, so you get a 
clear distinction between a light and heavy 
layer. This means that the construction needs 
to go outside of the the thermal layer instead 
of inside. In most of the building this is no 
problem, as in most cases the building spans 

Because the main construction goes over the 
building it is not inside of the building, which 
is normally the done. This creates issues that 
need to be solved, but also opportunities 
that can be exploited. As the brick facade 
does not need any insulation it can made see 
through by using a half-open brickwork. To 
give the brick some extra stability Murfor is 
added. This also creates the horizontal lines 
in the facade. 

For the design prinicples I thought about what 
architectural principles would fit with the idea 
of a Forum, which of those would benefit the 
idea sharing purpose of the building, how 
I could make the building reflect the ideas 
of the TU Delft, and what kind of building I 
personally would like it to be. I ended up with 
these five. ‘Contuinity’ I added later during 
the design process, as it was something that 
added some more consistency along the 
design. 

The expression of the facade is based on 
the old TU Delft buildings. Elements like 
the thicker concrete edge at the bottom, a 
clear symmetry in the front facade, a rigid 
vertical rhythm, a 3 to 5 ratio in a lot of the 
dimensions, a protruding entrance in the 
middle, are all elements taken from the old TU 
Delft architecture. 
This is modernised through the curvature of 
the building and the half-open brickwork, 

The sections show some interesting concepts 
that would otherwise be missed. For one, the 
building is lowered half a meter relative to the 
rest of the park. This is a technique Mies van 
der Rohe used to increase the effect of the 
surrounding nature. Because the park is fairly 
small this technique helps a lot in giving the 
impression that you’re surrounded by nature. 
Another thing the sections show is the 
principle for the daylight entering the building. 

which allows the facade to become much 
more abstract, as it no longer needs window 
frames. 
The top edge of the facade follows the 
elevation of the roof terrace. This way the 
brick facade can share the balustrade 
construction with that of the glass balustrade. 
The facade consists of three brick bonds; 
the closed at the bottom (1), the main half-
open (2), and the half-open used to follow the 
elevation angle of the roof terrace (3).  

Brick bond 1

Brick bond 2

Brick bond 3

The building does not have conventional 
windows, but uses half-open brick facades 
that let daylight enter. This way you get 
diffuse light entering the building all round. 
The only direct sunlight that enters the 
building is through the roof terrace elevations. 
In the third section you can also clearly see 
the principle for the presentation space, with 
light entering from the back and looking out 
over the large pond of the park.

with a concept called ‘the Living Campus’ 
to illustrate their cultural ambitions. This has 
led to several projects that try to break the 
bubbles. 
If the TU Delft really wants to kickstart this 
concept I believe it should start with an 
informal facility that welcomes everyone. A 
place where you can simply go and share 
ideas among people of the entire university 
and beyond. The only place that comes close 

marks the presentation space. Instead 
of designing the presentation room like a 
normal college room or conference room I 
wanted to create an intimate room that invites 
discussion. By making the space smaller and 
having the stage and tribune close together 
the space becomes less formal and more 
engaging. The back of the stage looks out 
over the large pond of the park, bringing 
culture and nature close together. This is a 

no more than nine meters. However, at the 
middle the span gets larger and a higher roof 
is needed. This requires the construction to 
be inside of the building. In order to connect 
the cold with the warm construction Isokorf is 
put in between. This way the construction in 
the middle can be inside, while the rest can 
stay outside. 
Because the construction is on the outside I 
left the main beams open to walk on, for the 

Underneath the main loadbearing beams 
custom steel strips are welded that carry the 
insulation and ceiling. This means rainwater 
goes through the roof terrace deck, onto the 
waterproof layer of the ceiling. From there 
it can go freely to either side and fall down 
before it reaches the brick facade, giving the 
impression of rain falling inside of the building. 
The thermal layer of the facade is provided 
by the glass. Because of the importance of 

to this is the Aula, but that place is way too 
formal and does not promote discussion as a 
form of simple leisure. 
This is why I suggest a ‘University Forum’. 
A place where everyone of the TU Delft, or 
interested in the TU Delft, can come and 
share ideas. Where every idea is welcomed, 
whether it is from a bachelor Architecture 
student, or from Ir. Dr. Prof. SuperMath. 

technique often used by musea to enhance 
the appreciation of both culture and nature. 
The roof terrace initially seems like a simple 
extra, but it actually plays an important role in 
defining the character of the building. The roof 
terrace tells you that this is a place of leisure, 
where you come for an informal discussion 
about whatever topic or philosophy you would 
like to talk about, and that you should have 
fun while doing it. 

people on the roof terrace. 
Because the construction plays a big part 
in the buildings architectural expression I 
did not want to add diagonal shores to the 
construction. Therefor the connections are 
fixed. As the building only has one level this 
does not create any issues. 

the glass facade it gets an argon gas filling. 
The glass facade is detailed as minimalistic 
as possible, to give the impression that 
the brick facade is the interior edge, even 
though it is more than a meter further. This is 
strengthened by the stark contrast between 
the light glass facade and the heavy black 
construction at the brick facade. 
The elevations in the roof also provide some 
extra day light through the angled windows.
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A facility with the main function of bringing people 
together, where the goal is to plant the seed for 
innovation. A form of social architecture where 
discussion and philosophy are leisure activities.

Cold steel construction

Warm steel construction

Wooden floorbeams

Isokorf, constructional insulation
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ROOF-FACADE CONNECTION
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200 mm brick facade
300*300 mm steel column 
layered glass
argon gas filling
hardened glass
paving tiles
sand
drainage mat
300 mm ventilation shaft

100 mm brick facade, mexican stone bond
Murfor for stability
steel connection element
balustrade column
25 mm wooden floor deck
125*50 mm wooden floor beams
steel angle connection element
waterproof layer
140 mm insulation
20 mm wooden ceiling

25 mm wooden floor deck
125*50 mm wooden floor beams
waterproof layer
140 mm insulation
20 mm wooden ceiling
HEA 400 steel beam
steel rise
stairs construction
steel angle connection element for wooden 
floor deck

carpet
concrete
40 mm cement screed
350 mm concrete floor deck
140 mm insulation
drainage pipe
concrete spacer for insulation continuation

400*300 mm steel U-beam, curved
steel flanges for fixed connection
300*300 mm steel column
wooden ceiling, outside
sloping surface for rainwater drainage 
steel connection element for glass facade 
construction
Layered glass
argon gas filling
hardened glass

steel beam for glass ceiling construction
glass ceiling
custom steel profile for ceiling construction, 
connected to main HEA 400 beam
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