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First, I will position the library geographically and historically to 
understand the context we’re dealing with. Next, I will unpack the 
concept of the modern public library by comparing our research 
findings on the Stockholm Public Library with other projects. Finally, 
I will explain how this resulted in my design.
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01 Research
Positioning the library 
 
Introduction to Stockholm City Library in its social, spatial and 
historical context. 

Archival photo
view towards the south entrance, 

Stadsbibliotek Stockholm, by  David Grandorge 01 
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Situating the library  
Historical location 

ARCHIVAL PLAN
Stockholm, 1637. 02
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ARCHIVAL PLAN
Stockholm, 1640. 

IMAGE
Gamla Stan, 2022
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Gamla Stan 

Situating the library  
Historical Location 
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ARCHIVAL PLAN
Stockholm, 1640. 03

Observatorielunden

Gamla Stan 

IMAGE
Observatorielunden
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Situating the library  
Historical Location 
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ARCHIVAL PLAN
Stockholm, 1640. 03

Observatorielunden

Gamla Stan 

Drottninggatan 

Central StationT

IMAGE
Drottinggatan, 2015

06

Drottninggatan, stretching from Gamla Stan to Observatorielunden, 
is Stockholm’s main fully pedestrian street, serving as the backbone 
of the new city center. Numerous significant buildings line its path. 
For instance, the iconic Stockholm Concert Hall is situated along 
Drottninggatan.

Situating the library  
Historical Location 
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Sveavägen

T

T

D
rottningatan

Odengatan

Odenplan

Rådmansgatan

LOCATION
Stockholm City library situated 

Situating the library  
position in the urban context 

Drawing
Stockholm City library is slightly rotaded 
from the street, while the other buildings and the 
pond folow the direction of the street. 

5o
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Historical Context   
The Park 

07LOCATION
Stockholm City library situated 

Archival plan 
Asplund, 1929, Observatorielunden

Now that we understand the spatial context of the library, it’s also 
important to consider its historical background. Asplund utilized the 
large, L-shaped plot by placing the building on the corner, creating 
a natural area around the library on three sides. This enhanced 
the building’s visibility from central Stockholm. Consequently, the 
architect paid special attention to the relationship between the 
building and its environment. The pond and park to the south of the 
library were also designed by Erik Gunnar Asplund.as you can see in 
this drawing. 
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Historical Context   
The Park 

08LOCATION
Stockholm City library situated 

Archival Photograph
The pond next to Stockholm City Library

In many of Gunnar Asplund’s projects, he paid significant attention 
to the scenery and the approach to a building. The routing, along 
with the configuration of spaces and their relationship to the 
environment, is always a crucial aspect of Asplund’s designs. This 
picture illustrates how he achieved this with the library and the 
rectangular pond in front of it when approaching from the city 
center. It’s a well-thought-out design, creating the specific first 
impression Asplund intended.
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Historical Context   
The Bazaar 

09LOCATION
Stockholm City library situated 

Archival Drawing
The pond next to Stockholm City Library

After passing the pond, you’ll notice that the library is situated 
on a commercial base. This design decision by Asplund creates a 
barrier between the street and the library. The monumental form 
of the library—a cylinder within a square—is highlighted, as is the 
building’s red color.
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Historical Context   
The Bazaar 

10LOCATION
Stockholm City library situated 

Archival Photograph
View towards East entrance,

by  David Grandorge

But once u passed the bazaar, you will notice that it opens up to the 
city by this big staircase penetrating the plinth. guiding you towards 
a big monumental portal, functionating as the main entrance of the 
library. Again, you can see how Asplund tried to position his building 
within the urban context and guiding its visitors. The commercial 
plinth is a smart design decision by asplund, as it actually creates 
this opennes to the city that the monumental Asplund building with 
his high windows never could have done. 



01 Research / Positioning the library

13

Historical Context   
The Entrance
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Historical Context   
The Entrance hall 
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Historical Context   
The Rotunda 
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Historical Context   
The reading halls 

Archival photo
Perimeter hall South wing. 
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Historical Context   
The reading halls 

Archival picture of
the poche reading room
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Historical Context   
The West Wing

11LOCATION
Stockholm City library situated 

Archival Photograph
View towards East Facade, 

Stockholm City Library, 1928

In contrast to the aproach from the south of the city, which is almost 
totally built as asplund designed it. The West side of the Stockholm 
City library has a very long and interesting history. Not only where 
the 3 anex buildings not built in 1928 when the Stockholm library 
opened its door, also the west wing of the building was totally 
missing due to financial reasons. Approaching from the west you 
could now see the cilinder totally exposed and a big square in front of 
it, which housed a big marked space. 
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Historical Context   
The West Wing

LOCATION
Stockholm City library situated 

Recently taken picture of the flowermarked 
next to Stockholm City Library.

Interestingly this square, eventhough much smaller now, still 
functionates as a marked space. In this picture you also see that the 
was wing was eventually built. But more on that later. The historic 
function of this spot as a marked space, became an imporant aspect 
of my design proposal. 
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Historical Context   
The Anex Buildings

1 2 3 ?

LOCATION
Stockholm City library situated 

12Archival Drawing
Asplund Final Siteplan 

If you look to Asplunds Finaal Siteplan you can see that it mainly is 
developed as he intended to. Exept for the 4th anex building which 
was never built. The north part of the design has a long history which 
I will explain a bit more. 
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Historical Context   
The Anex Buildings 

• 1932 - west wing   
• 1932 - 2th Anex  
• 1952 - 3th Anex  

• 1928 - Library

• 1928 - 1th Anex

1413 Archival Photograph
1928  

West Entrance

Archival Drawing
Plan of Stockholm City Library 

around 1928
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Historical Context   
The Anex Buildings 

• 1932 - west wing   
• 1932 - 2th Anex  
• 1952 - 3th Anex  

• 1928 - Library

• 1928 - 1th Anex

1615
Archival Photograph

view from Odengatan towards the library
1928  

Archival Drawing
by Erik Lallerstedt

1928
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Historical Context   
The Anex Buildings 

• 1932 - west wing   
• 1932 - 2th Anex  
• 1952 - 3th Anex  

• 1928 - Library

• 1928 - 1th Anex

1817 Archival Photograph
The west wing Facade 

By David Grandorge

Photograph
The west wing Facade 



01 Research / Positioning the library

24

Historical Context   
The Anex Buildings 

• 1932 - west wing   

• 1932 - 2th Anex  

• 1952 - 3th Anex  

• 1928 - Library

• 1928 - 1th Anex

2019 Archival Photograph
View to the library form Odengatan, 

1948

Archival Drawing
By Erik Lallerstedt , 

1931
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Historical Context   
The Anex Buildings 

• 1932 - west wing   

• 1932 - 2th Anex  

• 1952 - 3th Anex  

• 1928 - Library

• 1928 - 1th Anex

2221 Archival Photograph
View to the library form Odengatan, 

1956

Archival Drawing
entrance of the 3th Anex 

designed by Paul Hedqvist
photo by David Grandorge
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Conclusions
Positioning The Library
 

Archival Drawing
The pond next to Stockholm City Library

1928

Archival Drawing
Asplund’s final Design, 

1928
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Drawing by Asplund
Stockholm, Public Library,
perspective of back of library with 
proposed Odenhallen (market),
1926

Odenhallen 
by Asplund

39
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Adjusted drawing of Asplund
Stockholm, Public Library,
perspective of back of library with 
proposed Odenhallen (market),
1926

I named my project “Odensamhälle,” inspired by Erik Gunnar Asplund’s 
1926 design for the plot where the annex buildings now stand. His 
“Odenhallen” was a market space by Odengatan street. “Hallen” means 
market in Swedish. In my design, these market spaces return, but with 
a broader purpose. My library aims to integrate with the city, serving 
and representing the local community. “Samhälle” means community 
in Swedish. So, my project’s name, “Odensamhälle,” honors its location, 
history, and design goal, while humorously connecting with Asplund’s 
proposal.
This adjustment of the drawing became the basis for my design,as it 
show many essential elements. it shows how i connect the 3 existing 
anexes. Because of the low collonade the building doesn’t overshadow 
the  libraries monumality. 

however, The collonade in this drawing still looks like a barrier from 
the street. For my design I want this collonade to be an extensiion of 
the library into the city. It should be a welcoming an opening to the city 
where you get introduced to the library and the hill. The building has to 
be a part of the city , where its not clear where the library starts and the 
city ends. 

Odenhallen 
With Anex buildings
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Odensamhälle
Oden • Samhälle 
 [Ód:en:2sam:hel:e]

Oden
 1.  Oden • hallen | design of asplund for the marked 
  next to the stockholm City Library in 1926
 2.  Oden • gatan |  Streetname of the location of the    
  Stockholm City Library

Samhälle

 1.  community, society | a group of people sharing culture
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02 Heritage 
Adding to the Existing 
 
How to relate to the existing situation? 

Archival photo
Anex buildings seen

 from Odengatan 
 1956 38 
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Heritage 
Existing and Addition intertwined 

Ground Floor 
Floorplan Showing what to demolish  
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Heritage 
Existing and Addition intertwined 

Heritage is an important part of my project. I carefully looked at 
the existing buildings and tried to make a coherent programm and 
floorplan, reusing the existing anex buildings. In green you can see the 
additioned i made to the existing buildings. The biggest intervention is 
the 4th anex that im implementing. This 4th building has the same size 
and orientation, as the other anex buildings, just as Asplund intended 
in his final design. 

Ground Floor 
Floorplan Showing the existing and the addition 
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Connecting layers of time 
North Elevation
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Connecting Layers of Time
The bazaar as a connecting element 

Perspective 
View towards the Stockholm City library and 
Odensamhälle in the back 

In this perspective, you can see how the bazaar and my design share 
a similar appearance. I used a border with the same height as the 
existing bazaar’s border, ensuring it doesn’t rise above the first floor of 
the Stockholm City Library. The key difference between my design and 
the bazaar is that my plinth is open. You can walk through it, providing 
shelter from the rain and inviting people into the library. just as can be 
seen in many streets in Stockholm. 

photo
Street Colonnade, 

Stockholm,  Jacobsgatan
2024
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Image of a 1:200 model Image of a 1:50 model Image of a 1:33 model

Respect the Heritage
exploring the posibilites and challenges

Adding ≠ Hiding



02  Heritage  /  Adding to the existing

36

Connecting Layers of 
Time 
The Colonnade

Model 1:33
Colonnade, marked and 2th Anex

Photo
interior Freelandsmuseet, Denmark

photo by: Kim Holtermand
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3,6 m

wood, 
200x200

Concrete, 
200x200

steel 
connection

Column Structure 
Connection detail of the concrete / wooden 
columns 

Reference  photo
Architectural appearance of the columns 

source: Clement Guillaume, Ateliers communaux,  2016

42  

Materialisation
The Collonade 
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Bearing structure 
Grid and stability 
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Connection to the city
permeable connections

odengatan

In this drawing you can see how my building relates to the hill. 
perpendicular to the steet Odengatan, mulitple connections to the park 
are made. Penetrating trough the colonnade into the couryards, into 
the hill. 
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Connection to the Hill
roofplan 

Roofplan
The hill and the roof garden

Heritage is an important part of my project. I carefully looked at 
the existing buildings and tried to make a coherent programm and 
floorplan, reusing the existing anex buildings. In green you can see the 
additioned i made to the existing buildings. The biggest intervention is 
the 4th anex that im implementing. This 4th building has the same size 
and orientation, as the other anex buildings, just as Asplund intended 
in his final design. 
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Rainwater system
The storage and use of rainwater in the 
graywater system and in case of  drought
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Section 1
First Courtyard
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Section 2
Second courtyard
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Section 3
Third Courtyard
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Routing
connecting functions

Ground Floor 

Parallel to the street the collonade functions as a welcoming to the 
library. More informal parallel concetions are possible between the 
anex buildings and the library. 
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Routing
connecting levels

Section

Eventhough the design has a very clear and simple appearance in 
elevation the section clearly show the difficulties of my design as it has 
to bridge multiple height differenses and floor levels.
this underground passage serves as a back-of-house link, allowing 
for the efficient transportation of items such as books and supplies 
between the two libraries. This ensures seamless operational design and 
enhances the overall functionality of both spaces. This passage is fully 
funcitional and nod accesible by visistors of the library. 
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Conclusions 
Heritage: Adding to the existing

Perspective 
underneath the Collonade you can peak into the 
Courtyards 

when walking troug this collonade, the visitors are directed towards 
the Stockholm City library. However, within the collonade the marked 
spaces and the anex buildigns already appear. Also sneak peaks into the 
courtyards could invite people to enter the couryards and experience 
the site even further. 
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03 Design
The contemporary public 
library 
 
Looking Carefully at Stockholm City Library, other 
modern public libraries and precedents of Gunnar 
Asplund.

 

- Who is the library for?

-  What are the responsibilities and expectations  
 of a contemporary public library nowadays?

Photo
1:25 model of the

 stockholm city library  
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Section
drawing  by Caruso St John 

combined with section  drawing

Rotunda

Rotunda  
The changing role of the library  
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Scenes from a library
The Rotunda 

Recent photo
Rotunda

Model 1:25
Rotunda

Archival photo
Woman poses on newly added  

staircase in the rotonda
1965
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Scenes from a library
The Rotunda 

Collecting 
of 

knowlegde 

Sharing 
 of 

knowlegde 

Photo
Performance in the Rotunda. 
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Sharing Knowledge
Design Odensamhälle 

STOCKHOLM 
CITY

LIBRARY

  

Sharing Knowledge

 
 

- City plaza: Expo, openings, performance

 
 

- Cafe / meetings space 

 
 

- A place of refuge: 

 
 

 
- cozy spaces

 
 

 
- Room of one’s own 

 
 

- Lecture hall 

 
 

Storing Knowledge

 
 

- Reading rooms

 
 

- Archive 

 
 

- Digital inclusion

 
 

- language classes

Creating Knowledge

 
 

- Makerspaces : 

 
 

 
Knitting

 
 

 
wood workshop

 
 

 
cooking 

 
 

- Group rooms/ collaboration

 
 

- Offices 

 
 

 
 

Sharing knowledge 

 
 

-school

 
 

- marked spaces 
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Program
different functions 

The 2th and 3th Anex: 
Creating Knowledge

  

  

existing anex--> creating knowledge 
light green: colaboration spaces. talking
dark green: Work spaces, more loud. 

The 4th Anex: 

The City Livingroom

Ground Floor 
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Program
different functions 

The 2th and 3th Anex: 
Creating Knowledge

  

  

existing anex--> creating knowledge 
light green: colaboration spaces. talking
dark green: Work spaces, more loud. 

QuietLoud

Ground Floor 
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Transforming
The 2th and 3th Anex

02  Designing the Library /  Odensamhälle

Archival photo
The 3th Anex 

Makerspaces 
Prepared spaces for different Workshop rooms 

40

41

The 2th and 3th Anex: 
Creating Knowledge

- Makerspaces 
- Group rooms/ collaboration

- Offices 
  

  



03  Design /  The contemporary public library

56

Program
different functions 

existing anex--> creating knowledge 
light green: colaboration spaces. talking
dark green: Work spaces, more loud. 

QuietLoud

The 4th Anex: 

The City Livingroom

Ground Floor 
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Transforming
The 2th and 3th Anex

02  Designing the Library /  Odensamhälle

The City Livingroom

- City plaza: Expo, openings, performance
- Cafe:  meetings space , social interaction

-A place of refuge:  cozy spaces, Room of one’s own 
- Events: lecture hall 
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Section
drawing  by Caruso St John 

combined with section  drawing

The Reading Halls  
Connection to the City   
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The reading Halls  
The South Wing 

Archival photo
Perimeter hall South wing. 

Photo
Perimeter hall South wing. 
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Photo
Window in North Wing of
Stockholm City Library, 2023

Photo
Window in South Wing of
Stockholm City Library, 2023

The reading Halls  
The South Wing 
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Connection interior - exterior   
Section 4th ann ex
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Climate Diagram 
 

Section
 4th Anex
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City Plaza
Flower marked 
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Transforming
The 2th and 3th Anex

02  Designing the Library /  Odensamhälle

The City Livingroom

- City plaza: Expo, openings, performance
- Cafe:  meetings space , social interaction

-A place of refuge:  cozy spaces, Room of one’s own 
- Events: lecture hall 
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Scenes from a library
The Poché

Section
drawing  by Caruso St John 

combined with section  drawing 25

The Poché
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Archival picture of
the reading room

Recreated
picture

A lack of intimate spaces  
The poche
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Photo 
Public Library 
Rotterdam

Photo 
City library Het 
Predikheren, Mechelen

Photo 
Public library Lochal, 
Tilburg

A ROOM OF ONE’S OWN 
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Photo
model  1:25 
A room For a library

A Room of one’s own  
The model 

Photo
model  1:25 

A room For a library
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A ROOM OF 
ONE’S OWN 
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Materialisation
Facade fragment
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A Room of One’s own  
Design 
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A Room of One’s own  
Detail  



03  Design /  The contemporary public library

73

DETAIL 2
Vertical section facade
1:10

FACADE FRAGMENT 
rc-value = 7,67

• Wooden planks (18mm)
• Battens (40mm)
• Facade membrane 
• Wood fibre insulation panel (90 mm)
• Wooden stud wall (140 mm)
• OSB-Board (22 mm)
• Battens sub-structure (31 mm)
• Three layer board (16 mm)

DETAIL 1
Vertical section collonade
1:10
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Conclusions
Designing the Contemporary Library
 

 The changing role of the library
 Collecting, sharing knowledge and creating knowledge

 A collection of people
 The library representing the community,  functioning as a crucial 
 part of the Social Infrastructure in a city.  

 A place of refuge 
 accessibility, openness, and appropriation

 

Model 1:33
Colonnade, marked and 2th Anex


