don’t take
away our

culture

. ,v\/\/\/\ f\ \
/ /7 \ ( VRN v

/
‘\ ‘
we just

want to

have a

safe life

SHA Rii_fji;p SPACES
~ SHARED LIVES

 Imagining the integration of natives with refugees
~ living in isolated temporary asylum shelters through

common spaces of interaction
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1. CONTEXT + PROBLEM FIELD 2. RESEARCH QUESTIONS

- European Union - Theories

- Netherlands - Case studies

RESEARCH AIM CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
3. ANALYSIS

4. DESIGN & POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS
- About the asylum procedure - Strategy

and the shelters
- Case studies
- Interviews

- Design guidelines
- Policy recommendations

5. REFLECTION
- The project
- Personal experiences
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Types of ‘Migrants’

o
W

long term/
short term

forced/ Internal/
voluntary International
Reasons
| - . 1,

"

LY
political environmental
conflicts problems

economic
problems

Vs

reunification...

‘Migrants’ OR
‘Immigrant’ OR
Refugee? OR

‘Asylum Seeeker’ ?

Are they all the same?

source: International Organization for
Migration (IOM)



The Journey

B
% Amap cagd
W destructiop

HOME
COUNTRY

III 114

ARRIVAL

DESTINATION
COUNTRY




Transit

Refugee boat in the Meditteranean source:

Massimo Sestini / eyevine

At Borders
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i
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Hungary’s border fence with Serbia, Rebecca

Harms / Flickr

At the destination

Greece, Europe
© Jorg Briggemann



Failure of EU laws

- keeps people at the border
in the first country

- poor reception standards in
strained border countries

- racial profiling

- delay access to the asylum
procedure

- prolong detention at the
borders

- limits to harmonisation

- unequal distribution of
refugees (Dublin regulation)

- Implementation gap

- Vulnerability to stress

NEW PACT ON MIGRATION
AND ASYLUM

- people would be obliged to apply for
asylum or other forms of legal stay in the
Member State of first entry and remain
there

COMMON EUROPEAN
ASYLUM SYSTEM

- minimum common standards for
asylum applicants’ living conditions

19571 GENEVA CONVENTION

DIRECTIVE

TEMPORARY PROTECTION

provide immediate and temporary | _ yoes not include mass

protection in

the event of a mass migration happening from

influx or imminent mass influx of specific countries

displaced persons from non-EU
countries who are unable to
return to their country of origin.

Note: Climate Migrants are recognised
under these laws

EUROPEAN UNION



Political @Adscape

%j Cyprus

Iceland N
orway _
Finland
Sweden Estonia
ireland Latvia
relan D k .
g’j 9.
Britain Neths Poland
Belg. Germany Slovakia
, CzechRep. 9%/
Lux.
. Austw
Switz. :
Portugal France Wyona Romania
l Croatia Bulg.
*Mac*
Spain -
‘ Greece
] Malta ..
Support for nationalist [ ] <1 1-10 10-20
or far-right parties 20-30 [ 30-40 W 40+
Sep 2023 or latest, % polled Incomplete or
no recent data
Sources: Politico Europe; national polls

Deal With Tunisia: The European Union’s Latest Attempt To Externalize Its
Refugee Problems. source: theowp.org, Euronews




Arrivals to Europe

98,279 ToTAL

85,890 By Sea

12,389 By Land

01 January - 30 June 2023

FRANCE SWITZERLAND

SPAIN
12,704
12,192 By Sea

l\\ GERMANY

POLAND
CZECHIA
SLOVAKIA
AUSTRIA
HUNGARY
SLOVENIA
CROATIA i
BULGARIA

BOSNIA AND |
HERZEGOVIN/

GREECE ’
8,702 ‘
6,249 By'Seap ONIA

ITALY

PORTUGAL v
“»

o®
oo o
%
o
TUNISIA
MOROCCO
ALGERIA
0 500 1,000

Km

65,519 By Sea
P 4
o L T
L)
L (]
~
MALTA
141 By Sea
LIBYA

This map is for illustration purposes only. Names and boundaries on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by IOM.

Arrival points at sea

Total arrivals
//—\L‘

QERUERIEN 12,001 - 66,000

C 10LDOY

L

d

B ) 6,001 - 12,000

\\/
d 1-6,000
[} Arrival point

Departure point

= Land Route
Sea Route
e TURKIYE
e
©
h (2
° o
cYPrRUS
5,049
ISRAEL
EGYPT HERDAN

Source Data : IOM, National Authorities

source: Europe — Mixed Migration Flows to
Europe, reliefweb

Finland T

» | Norway-Russia

rﬂ/_,»qs“’“” " %|Storskog crossing

N

{ 3 Sweden
AN

s

Lithuania

Germany

Belgium

Calais, France 4

Czech Republic

5 Austria

Luxembourg Hungary

France

= Border Fence .
Romania

Temporary border
control

Bulgaria

Portugal ¢

Ceuta, Spain T 6 "’;

L« Melilla, Spain

source: Border Fences and Internal Border
Controls in Europe - World, 2017)

Land borders

. J L I,’ V/\
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Focus - Destination Country

European countries

TRANSIT

HOME
COUNTRY

111

ARRIVAL

DESTINATION
COUNTRY
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Spatial outcomes

source: This aerial picture shows migrants’ tents at a camp on the
outskirts of the city of Calais, northern France on September 16, 2023.
© Sameer al-Doumy, AFP

Camps VS Temporary Asylum Centres

. @ Felix Kistlaldp

source: Gyms, schools and municipal buildings are being used as
temporary reception facilities in Germany to house additional asylum
seekers | Photo Felix Késtle / picture alliance
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1.

PROBLEM FIELD/
Netherlands
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Location

The Netherlands

Groningen

Central
Noord- reception
Holland location
m Gelderland
Zuid-Holland
Noord Brabant
Germany

Budel

Central
reception
location

Belgium
15



Arrival situation Asylum seekers and following family members

x1,000

8

el
5

Diﬁerences between I First-time asylum applications M Following family members

asylum seekers

Nationalities of asylum seekers and following family members,

February 2024*
43.1%
11.6%
I Syrian I iragi I vemeni B Turkish Il Unknown
Bl Eritrezn Other

n

- highly dependant on social assistance benefits

- highly feel Dutch even with less years of staying in the country
because of the safety they feel

- majority of them have contact with the native Dutch citizens and
friends from own community within the country

Asylum seekers and following family members, February 2024*

T I-
T -.

I Goy: MM Girls B9 rMen B Women

=
Source: CBS, IND
# Provisional figures

- engaged in more public-facing activities including being expected
to join the army

- get a job and income and then have family reunification.

Unsecured conditions

Unaccompanied minor aliens

%1,000
6

2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022+

=l
5

I Boy: WM Girls

Source: CBS, IND
* Provisionzl figures

- minors are disappearing from refugee centres, particularly from Ter
Apel.

- majority end up in the hands of criminals

16



Current Political situation

“We want less Islam in the

Netherlands and we will achieve that
through: less non-Western immigration
and the introduction of a general halt to
asylum”

“restore Dutch border controls,
turning away asylum-seekers
attempting to enter the
Netherlands from “safe
neighbouring countries.

“freeze on asylum” and “a generally
more restrictive immigration
policy”, as well as an opt-out from
EU asylum and migration rules”

 PVV M GLPVDA
- NSC - OVERIG

W SGP

source: The election in cards: PVV also popular in the Bible
Belt, NSC in the northeast, Jessurun & Kersten, 2023, NOS




Resistance from people

A TALE OF TWO TYPES OF ASYLUM SEEKERS

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

Re " Arphemeo. Nijmegeneo. Achterhoek Betu

% THE SAME DUTCH TOWN THROWS FIREWORKS
AND STARTS-FIRES PROTESTING AGAINST
ASY[UM SEEKERS FROM AFGHANISTAN

Ty

DUTCH TOWN WELCOMES -
ASYLUM SEEKERS "IT'S OUR
DUTY AS CHRISTIANS"

Vlammen en vuurwerk bij Veluws
protest tegen noodopvang
Afghaanse viuchtelingen: politie

Harskamp verwelkomt riiptin

vluchtelingen: '‘Opvangen is ook 9

onze christelijke plicht' Een pi i in het dorp
Harskamp tegen de komst van viuchtelingen

Bewoners van Harskamp staan open voor de uit Afghanistan zorgde vanavond voor

komst van Oekraiense viuchtelingen in de chaotische taferelen in het centrum van

barakken van de kazerne daar. Dit blijkt uit de Harskamp. Ongeveer 250 personen,

eerste reacties. schreeuwden leuzen en staken vuurwerk af.

MEWS

Asylum seekers are not allowed to stay in the
Van der Valk hotel in Uden for the time being
after objections from local residents

AsylumThe municipality must first make a decision on the permit
application from the Safety Council and the COA. The new residents

would actually move in on December 11 and stay there until October 1,
2026 at the latest.

Roland van Erven = December 8 2023 + Readingtime 1 minute

Listen o) Toshare P

Unstable reception conditions

Proposed solutions

REPORTING

Drugs, violence and theft: it's no fun
for anyone in Ter Apel anymore

Asylum crisisLocal residents are fed up with the nuisance caused by the asylum seekers'
center. But above all, they want other municipalities to help accommodate asylum seekers:

"The asylum seekers' center does not have to go."

Denise Retera e December 10, 2023 » Reading time 3 minutes

Listen L0 Toshere A

NEWS

Inspection: residents of

emergency asylum shelters run
significant health risks

Asylum shelterAccording to the inspectorate, the municipal shelters are
"not suitable for shelter that lasts longer than a week."

Naim Derbali » March9, 2023 « Reading tme 1 minute

Listen <) Toshare

BACKGROUND
Velsen-Noord may vote on asylum
seeker ship: 'Should we send those
poor wretches away now?'
Asylum seekersIn Velsen-Noord, the choice of whether the shelter with a thousand

asylum seekers may remain is left to the residents. “We were promised that it would

really only be for six months.”

Romy van der Poel  March3,2023 s Reading time 6 minutes

Listen “ Tosnare A

NEWS
COA wants to allocate up to 750 million
euros for emergency accommodation of
asylum seekers on ships
Asylum shelterCOA chairman Milo Schoenmaker told the newspaper on

MondayFidelitythat the organization wants to use shelter boats for “an even
longer period of time”. “Ships are equipped for a longer stay.”

Elari Hafman o Meauambar 30 9072 e Deadinn fime @ minia

18



Current Distribution

No asylum shelters

Distribution of asylum shelters in 342
the last 12years

“We are a municipality with only
1,750 inhabitants, without industri-
al estates or campsites around it.

D

The share of municipalities in the

o ' share of m s in th
There is simply no room for this, no 329% D e o o sagy© aovium

source: Spreidingswet Heeft Vooral Invloed Op
seekers, source: NOS,2023 Opvang Asielzoekers in Utrecht En Noord-Hol-

matter how much we would like to,” ; land, 2024, NOS
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Stages of Asylum Process

AN
1]

CENTRAL RECEPTION CENTER (COL)

ASYLUM SEEKERS CENTER
(AZC)

INTEGRATION STARTS  :========="

HOUSING IN
MUNICIPALITY

20
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Central Reception Location, Ter
Apel
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Inbetween facilities
INADEQUATE

End facilities
INADEQUATE

=~ % Arrival facilities
== — OVERCROWDING
= ==

............

"



=18
I | [~
9

ASYLUM SEEKERS CENTER

(AZC)

INTEGRATION STARTS

*Natives include everyone with Dutch
nationality

24



Research Aim

Converted prison

S e R

70 T T (1]

+ Political Institutional Challenges

—

-~

|
|
|
1
|

-_—

?
GERET - - ow;
N — - ~ ~
-~ ~
7 - >
s
// Overall well-being
d ’
I
Learning |
I
‘\\
N
Integration e — — — —
7/
s/
7/
s/
[ ]

N Support
N systems

~ —— —_-

Spaces outside home

\
skill \

» development y

\
\
\

Cultural

1
1
|
|
exchange |
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How can common spaces provide a setting for interaction between asylum seekers
living in isolated temporary asylum shelters and native citizens in the Netherlands?

26



Conceptualising:

What characteristics of com-
mon spaces influence the in-
teraction between refugees
and native citizens?

Contextualising

What is the asylum procedure
in the Netherlands and what
is the spatial translation?

Analysing:

What are the locations and
spatial characteristics of
temporary asylum shelters
in the Netherlands? How do
these influence interaction
between refugees and native
citizens?

2.

RESEARCH
QUESTIONS

Projecting:

What are the needs and fu-
ture ideas of refugees living
in isolated temporary shel-
ters, the municipality, NGO
and natives? What kind of
spatial qualities of common
spaces support meeting
these needs?

Strategy-building:

How can spaces facilitating
interaction between native
citizens and refugees liv-
ing in isolated temporary
shelters be implemented?

27



Conceptualising

Dimensions of Integration

refugees p £ 'a't/ Ve
citizens

legal and socio- .
political | economic

X

cultural and

legal and
political

lii
e cultural and socio-
religious > . economic
DIMENSIONS OF INTEGRATION E
v
T
@ ! % ! &
temporary L,
asylum ;nnu;/ap ality long'term
shelters neighbourhood

1. Creating environments

2. Changes in attitudes & be-
haviour

3. Institutional Change

28



Common Spaces

. We want to organ-
********************* | ise an event for our

Iwanttouse ' | upcoming festival | ||wantto | /I want to develop |
- my singing . inthe small meet- | !organisea | | i ithegreen empty |
skills at the | ing space near my | | city tour | want to sell .| open space in
' cafe that | visit | | shelter . with the | 'my country’s | front of my ;
 every week e S refugees in| | food duringthe. ! house with more |
my city market days ' people
| O i | 1
[ | ° |
P L
/» i
&
;ﬁfs of demonsiratio
=3
% g
: T

Breaking the authoritative power in public spaces

A previously occupied sports complex converted to a community gathering space
“Plaza de la Cebada, Madrid

29



» passive contacts
(people you see or hear
when you go out, there is

no close bond formed) » public/
semi-public
own community » public/

(own AZC/other AZCs/
people living in houses)

semi-public

v

private
friends/family

(own AZC/ at the country
of origin)

v

semi-private

aquaintances/ chance
contacts

(people that you see
often,but do not have a
close bond with them,
there is familiarity)

v

adapted from the diagram by (Hoogland, 2000) zones of interaction (Hoogland, 2000)

Engaging in activities = learning process across different
Being Present = harden stereotypes OR incidental encounters cultures + initiate new attachments



L 3
”

refugees natives refugees natives

separate cultures assimilation

!

solidarity

l
o)

informal social share common

encounters resources/values

o

neighbourhood cities
(micro) (micro/meso)

nation
(macro)

N

’ common spaces ‘

!

forming new culture
source: Oosterlynck, S., Loopmans, M., Schuermans,

N., Vandenabeele, J., & Zemni, S. (2015). Putting flesh
to the bone: Looking for Solidarity in diversity, here acculturation
and now. Ethnic and Racial Studies

refugees

!

everyday
multisensory
experiences

!
i €@

forming counteract
connections isolation

!

neighbourhood cities
(micro) (micro/meso)

nation
(macro)

N

familiar and /V
—

comfortable locale

source: Kale, A., Stupples, P, & Kindon, S.
(2019). Feeling at home: A multisensory anal-
ysis of former refugee and host society resi-
dents’ integration in Wellington, Aotearoa New
Zealand. Emotion, Space and Society

living space

’ common spaces... ‘

l
/ *’

sense of homeliness
and belonging ...
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’,

refugees

!

well -being

!

\

(s adi

[ -

community familiar

engagement experiences
neighbourhood cities nation
(micro) (micro/meso) (macro)

source: Rishbeth, C., Blachnicka-Ciacek, D., &
Darling, J. (2019). Participation and wellbeing
n urban greenspace: ‘curating sociability’ for
efugees and asylum seekers

N\

l

‘ spaces of respite

‘ / ‘ common S/OCICGS‘

‘ communal living ‘

‘ urban green... ‘

l

psychological
health..

proximity

natives  o-loiTo____. refugees !
@ '
|

|

L}

L}

L}

L}

[}

L}

L}

|

|

|

|

L}

L}

natives --=--=-=-- refugees )

[}

[}

L}

|

|

|

)

L}

|

I

L}

L}

L}

L}

|

|

|

L}

natives --=------ refugees ! 0

duration of
exposure

spaces of ?
. —

interaction °

source: Achard, P., Albrecht, S., Ghidoni, R.,
Cettolin, E., & Suetens, S. (2022, May 1). The
effect of exposure to ethnic minorities on ethnic
preferences.
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Manifestations of ‘Com-
mon spaces’

Empowerment Feel of Familiarity Equality

Arab shops, Farah Supermarket, London Arabic book shops run by Yemenis, Singapore Festival decorations in the streets of Singapore for Eid

33



Belonging

Community parks

Public park called ‘Thai Park’ that accommodates street food

festival by Thai community, Preussenpark, Berlin- Sense of

- Sense of belonging

Space name/events

market square - Sense of Identity
Art /sculpture

Art piece by the Moroccan community on a pub!

- Sense of Familiarity
+ Identity

Po

Privately owned public market spaces for ethnic

T
e
minorities, Bazaar Vest trade centre, Denmark -

Market spaces

Empowerment through employment opportunists
France

- empowerment

Poland

Italy - €

Romania

and Social |

Public space in a former supermarket parking area in
an immigrant neighbourhood, Piazza delllImmaginario,

Bulgaria

Neighbourhood public spaces

- Coexistance + social inclusion

34



2 2
A

feel equal

REASONS

Sense of
Identity

oo %1

everyday break wellbeing mutual trust share inclusion
interactions stereotypes culture

Public

COMMON SPACES Sense of
Familiarity &
Belonging

Semi- Public




3.

ASYLUM PROCEDURE
AND THE SHELTERS

36



The Asylum Process

No contact with natives
controlled and unsafe environment

ideleness, uncertainity

Accomodation - Ter Apel(Groningen) /
Budel (Noord Brabant)

Contextualising and Analysing

Basic education for
|~ children

paid volunteer work
(within reception/within
the municipality)

Allowance
|W for food and clothing

jA Start basic Dutch

course

°

| .
o—9 e access to commqnlty
e activities + facilities

Asylum Resident Permit
(5years)

/m\/?\/ﬁ/{\/m\ Social Housing

€ Allowance
for food and clothin
[ = :

(some cases provided

Healthcare

z~l Education

mia
- Work

Uncertainity in getting a permanent
home.

Conversion of AZC gets into
Flexible Housing = further delaying

with food) the housing process
Duration - few days Health Centre for
COA —— Asylum Seekers —— IND office other
7A : : s
(GZA) urieselites Ml eoy (AAl{;elr,:/Is) police organisations
NGOs [ J
PROCESS RECEPTION
CENTRE (POL) ASYLUM SEEKERS’ CENTRE (AZC)
CENTRAL RECEPTION CENTER (COL) Accomodation - Ter Apel(Groningen) / —— HOUSING IN MUNICIPALITY
Budel (Noord Brabant) — = Accomodation - any municipality
: : Health Centre for Duration - days/months ”%ﬂ E Duration - months/years Dutch C il
Aliens police haeinl (Eeiniel icipaliti
P — Asylum Seekers I T e Municipalities

— (AVIM
( ) (GZA)

Counselling services

@

I Application Interview

COA
2.
® AA
() ]
o Medical check-up
lw Food and clothing
Independent family guardian Non- profit
organization for Unaccompanied Minor
NIDOS _’ Asylum Seekers (UAMs). They are

processed separately and are provided
guardianship.

- Information Program:
How to live indepently
in a COA reception
center (in 45days)

- Report to the COA
and the Aliens police
(once a week)

pressure for refugees

w volunteer work

Delay in providing language classes = difficult to find a job
Volunteer work = limiting to certain users.

Formal ways of learning for civic integration = added

Prepare for civic
Integration exam
(within 3years)

The municipalities look for a home
suitable for the refugee. They can apply
for rental allowance and the Dutch
Council for Refugees help with

arranging the necessary facilities required
to start living in a new home.

Asylum Resident Permit
(5years)

EB Permanent Resident Permit

source: COA (Central Organisation for Asylum
Seekers)
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Spatial implications of the procedure

1
Netherlands | Germany

-~

COUNTRY
BORDER ooy

- Located near the country border
- Temporary accomodation
- Inhumane living conditions

CENTRAL & PROCESS CENTER

A
— —
“l%ﬂ 1 E
ASYLUM SEEKERS CENTER
(AzC)

L/

social-

housing/
z/

- Located on peripheries of the
city/town or near industrial area
or green houses

- Temporary accomodation

- Living conditions vary

Groningen

Gelderland
Zuid-Holland

- Located in cities/towns/villages
- Permanent accomodation
- Living conditions vary

RECEPTION CENTER (AZC) |

RECEPTION CENTER (AZC) ]

»
| 4

PERMANENT HOUSING & ESTABLISHING CULTURE
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Locations of the existing temporary asylum shelter in the

Netherlands(2018)

@ temporary shelter location

regular reception location

Temporary- not fixed, can be removed/
shifted

Regular- fixed

source: COA (Central Organisation for Asylum
Seekers)
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Isolated temporary asylum shelters in South Holland

NO. OF TYPE OF POPULATION
LOCATION INHABITANTS VIEW TYPE USER GROUP SHELTER SURROUNDING FUNCTIONS ACCESSIBILITY CONCLUSIONS
DENSITY (CITY)
Transport:
Appx. 250m away from - Isolated from residential
Temporary shelter bus stop. area by empty open lands,
Bergschenhoek shipping families with location 18750 - infrastructure lines
- ’ 50 containers children ) Nearest communal
Tobias Asserlaan Surveillance: space: - No nearby access to
Low to Medium Semi-private play area shopping for basic needs
within the shelter
_ _ Transport:
22 zg ylzars - Appx. 500m away from - Isolated from residential area
peop ;I'emp_orary shelter bus and train stop by infrastructure lines,
i t
Maassluis, hotel 26+ years = ocation 32,768 4 warehouses
Govert van 70 boat 64 people ) Nearest communal
Wijnkade peop Surveillance: space: - No nearby access to shop-
Low to Medium . ) Appx. 300m away from ping for basic needs
staus holders industrial areas, a park
warehouses
315 Commercial Transport:
tatus hold Temporary /Educational area | Appx. Tkm away from - Isolated from residential area
(status holders) shelter location ~ the bus stop by industrial buildings,
Zoetermeer, 630 former 315 ) ; | Agriculture land, infrastructure lines
Rokkeveenseweg prison h £ Surveillance: 126.998 empty open green Nearest communal
(Cb ance o Medium to High space: - No nearby access to shopping
° t.alnlng a . G Main road/rail Semi-private play area for basic needs
residence permit) . . infrastructure within the shelter
50 Residential
unaccompanied Temporary shelter Transport: - Isolated from residential area
o minors (AMV) locafion y Temporary Appx. 100m away from by commercial buildings,
Delft, 220 shipping 101,030 ' Asylum Shelter bus stop. empty open land
tainers 0 (AZC)
Manderspark con 17 i .
P families, ;in'&asgzi h Nearest communal - No nearby access to shop-
individual men g space: Appx. 800m ping for basic needs
and women) away from a park.
\
.
Transport: - Isolated from residential area
Temporary shelter
The'Hague, loca"caion y “ Appx. 500m away from by industrial buildings,
Jupiterkade individual unaccompanied 514.861 ‘ bus stop. warehouses
54 houses minors (AMV) ’

(there are 3
more locations
in The Hague)

Surveillance:
Low to Medium

Nearest communal
space: Appx. 250m
away from a park.

- No nearby access to shop-
ping for basic needs

Local interventions
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General characteristics -

Isolated temporary shelter lo-

cations

Accessibility to basic services

Proximity to another municipality

Obstructed by infrastructure

Distance from city centre/

residential areas

residential

industrial

agricultural

lands

Surrounding building/land use
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3.

CASE STUDIES +
INTERVIEWS
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Case studies

Maassluis

- obstructed by infrastructure
- surrounded by industrial area

O\

DNce ks

S

S0
ézx\i\%.:%‘(\“)é
& .

2 \
P

- isolated from city centre
- surrounded by empty land
- not accessible to basic services
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Temporary
asylum shelter

Inside the AZC at Maassluis, picture by author

~ Temporary \
| ; asylum shelter

HSdl e e A ;n.% ISRATE

Surroundings of AZC at Delft, Google Photos

WATERFRONT
“F{Ull‘f UWT HIER HET THEATER

ORANJE T}

i I8

Impromptu grocery shop at AZC Delft, picture by  Advertisements for construction near the AZC at
author Delft, picture by author
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Observations

washing )
|_”_”_| |_”_”_| |_”_“_| area |_”_“_| |_”_“_| social space
rooms entrance social space

i kitchen + dining area

rooms /

S\ Fy7i

L

g bl ¢

SN\ /477

= /

security
camera

entrance

parking security

halls

—>» community

—» washing

children
play area

semi- open +—
common area

kitchen
(women)

U camera
lllllllllllll ‘
T ; AYRRRRRRRRRRRRRRER
E
E

Ly relax area
(women)

security

fenced compound wall
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Conclusion
(INSIDE ‘HOME’)

IDLENESS

SURVEILLANCE

ALONE

CONFINED

FEAR

CASUAL CONVERSATIONS

BOREDOM LIMITED ACTIVITIES

INACCESSIBILITY MONOTONOUS

And more..
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Participants

GENERAL
Age: late 40s

Past occupation: Teacher and
researcher

Length of stay in AZC: 5months

Did you know anyone living in
Netherlands already: No

Overall experience: A lot of
challenges since moving here such
as, not being able to work and just
waiting to get a house.

GENERAL

Age: 2lyears

Past occupation: High school
Length of stay in AZC: 1 year
Did you know anyone living in
Netherlands already: No, but |

came here along with my friends

Overall experience: Boring

GENERAL

Age: 27 years

Past occupation: Teacher for kids
Length of stay in AZC: 2months
Did you know anyone living in
Netherlands already: Yes, my

siblings are here

Overall experience: its difficult and
there is lack of privacy

GENERAL

Age: 58 years old

Past occupation: Farmer

Length of stay in AZC: 10months
Did you know anyone living in
Netherlands already: Family friends
in Netherlands and daughter in
Belgium

Overall experience: Feels okay living

on the boat. ‘There is nothing much
to do here’

GENERAL
Age: 24 years

Past occupation: Bachelors in
university

Length of stay in AZC: 11months
Did you know anyone living in
Netherlands already: Only one

friend

Overall experience: It is nice, but
it is quiet

QA

GENERAL
Age: 28 years

Past occupation: Bachelors in
university

Length of stay in AZC: 4months

Did you know anyone living in
Netherlands already: No

Overall experience: Its depressing
and feels lonely
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Challenges

POLITICAL

- Limited support from municipality

- Lack of planning around shelters to
support interaction

- Long waiting process to receive hous-
ing

- Accommodated in shelters away from
family/friends living in other shelters/
social housing

- Strict regulations in the shelters

- No enough support from the munici-
palities

- Lack of adequate temporary shelters

- Lack of long term planning

- Lack of social housing

- Controlled activities in shelters by
municipality and COA

- Rise in right wing ideals

- Uneven distribution of asylum seekers
- Problems with E. U.policies, Dublin and
Schengen agreement

- Increase in unaccompanied minor refugees
- Overcrowding of border reception centres

- Accommodated in isolated temporary asylum
shelters

- Shifted multiple times among shelters or
deported

- Long waiting to receive permanent social
housing

- Lack of knowledge and accessibility of their
rights

- Rules on ‘integration’ targeted only towards
refugees

SOC/O-CULTURAL

middle-old age men

- Sense of detachment

- Lack of sense of belonging and identity
Inactive lifestyle

Lack of freedom of expression
Regualted environment in the shelter
Fear of repurcussions to voice opinions
Fear of negative perceptions
Limitation to express personal values
and culture

Inability to use skills/knowledge

Lack of guidance for the future

Lack of trust among natives

Feeling of demotivation

- Lack of shared activities with natives

- Feel of homesickness

- Age and language barrier

No long term connections with natives
Difficulty in adapting to native culture
- Lack of social networks

Boring lifestyle at the shelter

- Overall limited and short lived
interaction with natives

- Miss playing sports

- Limited enagagement with own
community

young men

- Limited visibility of our culture

- Feel of inequality

- Lack of common interests and activities
with native youth

- Lack of activities in the shelter and the
city

- Characteristics of the city are not
suitable for youth

- Feels inappropriate/awkward to talk
about own culture

- Lack of understanding from the natives
- Lack of trust

- Inability to form social connections with
natives

- Lack of social gathering

- Individualistic society

- Language barrier

- Negative portrayal in media

-Limited interaction with natives outside
work

- Lack of skill development

- Lack of sense of identity

- Misinformation about refugees among
natives

young women

- Lack of privacy and comfort in the shelter
- Unpleasant experience within the shelter
- Disruption in going out due to weather

- Language barrier

- Lack of community feel

- Missing the presence of own community
and culture

- Unable to express culture

- Lack of gathering and community feel

- Stared due to difference in looks

- No discrimination

- Cultural values as barrier for interaction

- Experience of boredom

- Unmotivated and lack of sense of purpose
- No frequent contact with the natives in or
outside the shelter

- Social isolation and depression

- Lack of social networks

- Minimal interactions with natives

- Missing of home during special occasions
- Difficulty to interact in the shelter due to
inter-

cultural differences

- Lack of sense of collectivity with natives

- Infrequent and temporary gathering activi-
ties/events

- Lack of common interests with natives

- Unequal support for women

- Irregular activities/events in the shelter

Bad representation in media

- Discrimination,xenophobia

- Racial profiling at the borders

- Bullying , physical attacks due to
cultural

- Lack of privacy

- Discrimination,xenophobia, racism
- Poor mental health

- Bad representation in media

- Gradual loss of own cultural values
- Spatially segregated

- Assimilation in the new society

- Uncertainty and idleness

- Lack of sense of belonging

- Inclusion and exclusion

SOC/O-ECONOMIC

- Lack of financial support
- Lack of work opportunities

- Inability to secure employment due to non-recognition of individual skills
- Unequal work opportunities compared to Ukrainian refugees
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Current use of spaces

Privacy

At the Community centre

Lack of community feel

Sense of belonging

/A .
0%
@ {4

Short interactions

A
N - i
¥ H natives
Physically >
fit Relaxed around nature H refugees

At the Boulevard
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Short interactions " .
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& The Mall
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Cultural needs

Lack of visibilty of culture

Language barrier




Experiences with native community

Short events

Self conscious
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Speak D¢, thy -

No bonding
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No discrimination
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Ideas for the future
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Conclusions

Private Semi-private Semi-public Public

Young Male
adults
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‘The higher authorities are not aware of what is happening
on the ground. There are rules and policies on where and
how the centres have to look, websites talking about how
to get help, jobs as refugees/asylum seekers etc. However,
the shelter locations do not consider the existing
contexts, the websites cannot be translated into their
languages, and they cannot choose to locate near their
family or friends who are already in the Netherlands’

classes &
a,c,h\”-'“ A

We try to reach out personally in
their living space to create a safe

bond with them
It is difficult to reach ut to peopel in AZCs

since the people do not know about the
activities we do, our location and have a
fear to approach us

People come here to not feel lonely and meet
other people from similar origin/ cultural
backgrounds. It is as a way of forming social

networks o\ TV N | \J
v |~ ~\ J -
. / \ < p
5 { 7 4 !
\ <\ L AV
We also guide them to the sources "i Y -~ ( B
to find jobs or any to any problems 1 ¥ 4P, 1 '
they face / p I
We receive most of our funding 1' ’ ‘
through private organisations and [ ]\
word of mouth f“ 1 %
\ 7
»
\a/{“‘.\‘\ - kf

As volunteers we give temporary support
to the refugees by giving language lessons
and organising activities throughout the
year

QVQ They need to be understood as individuals and not as a group that just needs to integrate

by putting in all their effort.

Local NGO in Delft

-

vekwoges [oax -\o (00 Un WS"
%E\Aﬂ &k him to M‘“@

4o -H,u, Locd—\m

4 ob‘ﬂrv'mra Ats%«nhudww
- O Wovy 1o

Ye gofe bond -~
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Church community and natives(mostly older) are
open to helping in conducting activities. We have
conducted cooking workshops, exhibitions, football
matches. We see this as a nudge to provide them
form long term connections with natives. We aim
to create opportunities for communication to
occur naturally.

People in the Netherlands have the
right to talk what they want, but
when it comes to their country
problems they find it easier to
blame the refugees. They do not
think deeply about the situation.

We realised that natives have
assumptions and judgments. They
come with complaints that they get
harassed by asylum seekers in the
AZC. But we know that it is not
true.

We notice that people with the
permit are confident and easy
going, however COA and IND are too
busy to fasten the process and

this affects people who do not
receive the permit negatively.

We are planning to have psycholo-
gists visit the AZC every week to

h The older refugees here primarily
connect and talk their heart out

want to work and earn, have family
reunion. Therefore, we want to
introduce them with natives to
mutually share their skills and form
long term connections

We support them to visit the gym,
swimming pool, football, painting
activities,. However, the older age
group are lazy, demotivated, and
have more impact of their past
traumas

Every 2 weeks we interview people
in the AZC and publish in the local
newspaper. We also have a pod-
cast where refugees talk and
conduct events in the boat
frequently

People have to become open-minded and the COA should provide more support for
Municipality official municipalities to experiment with different ideas

y
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Conclusions

l

Positives

Short term
support

Organise

activities / |

events

Political
view

\

Negatives
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| One way |
process
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Dutch Dutch
values - language
/ \

/ N
~ _ - ~ _ -
~ T~ -
\ /

\ / lack of
lack of . | | individual
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|
/

Understanding
of natives!
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Native attitudes

Opinions onrefugees, 2017

Pro-refugee
19%

Refugees pose a threat to safety in the
Netherlands

Middle lineant
Refugees enrich the Dutch culture

Refugees pose a threat to the Dutch
norms and values

_ Refugeesshould be able to maintain
I‘- tl their own culture in the Netherlands
]

Middle critical
32%

20 =0 &0

=)

I Agres I neither agree nor disagree Diszgres

source: Polarization in attitudes
towards refugees and migrants in the
Netherlands,Albada, K., Hansen, N., &
Otten, S. (2021).

3.Temporary integration - Halfway favourable (average score:
wide immigrants with basic rights and equal

57/100). These countries pro
opportunities, but not a secure future in the country. Policies in these

countries encourage the public to see immigrants as their equals and
neighbours, but also as foreigners rather than as potential citizens.

« France (56)

- Germany (58)

- Italy (58)

+ Netherlands (57)

+ United Kingdom (56)  source: MIPEX

a0 100

source: CBS

“I’m not against refugees, not at all.
But if it gets too much, in times of
crisis, we have to think about our-
selves,”

“I’m really not racist, but when
it comes to my own country, |
think | should get priority
access to a house,”

“The Netherlands is simply full. We
have housing needs, we have needs
for everything, but we’re letting
them in, and asylum seekers get
their turn [for support] before the

“build more homes and close the people who live here,”

borders,” the political party said. “I
think that’s harsh — maybe a bit too H

° source: How Geert Wilders turned all

corners of Dutch society into far right
voters. POLITICO, Cokelaere, H., &
Hartog, E. (2024, May 16).

harsh — but | do think we need it”

Be critical of the infor-
mation from local media

Embrace multi-cultural
conversations

Integration and Two way

Inclusion process

Be aware, inclusive,
open-minded

Attempt to have individ-
ual experiences
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Strategic goals

Main Vision

Comprehensive and
inclusive asylum process

Principles

How

Imagining common
spaces of interac-
tion between
natives and refu-
gees living in iso-
lated temporary
asylum shelters

Fostering meaningful
inter- cultural exchange

- Sustainable shelter solutions

- Better Social Integration and Migra-
tion policies

- Establishing efficient support servic-
es

- Providing co-living AZC options

- Creating policies for fair distribution
of refugees throughout the country

- Strategic and long term planning of
the temporary asylum shelters (AZC)

- Involving refugees and natives in the
decision making process

- Providing information and helpline
services close to AZCs

Implementing
Equitable employment
support

- Enhancing Community Engagement

- Creating different opportunities for
interaction

- Promoting Physical and Mental Well
being

- Creating Empowerment opportuni-
ties

- Create semi-public and public
common spaces

- Create spaces for refugees and
natives to express their culture and
skills

- Spaces for recreation for youth and
elderly men and women, children

- Create spaces to feel at home and
sense of ownership

- Community and cultural representa-
tion in media

v

- Opportunities for skill recognition
and skill development

- Incentive based financial support

- Shelter fund collection

- Create spaces to express refugee
and native demands and skills

- Provide local employment and
volunteer opportunities

- Provide opportunities to earn and
collectively save

Design Interventions

- Shared cooking spaces, community and
skill sharing areas, library at the AZCs

- Create information and translation kiosks
at the AZCs, bus/train stations, community

centres

- Weekly meeting points at the municipality
to rise concerns/provide suggestions

- Community plazas (public/semi-public)
- Community gardens (public/semi-public)
- Community canteen run by refugees

- Public parks

- Sports facilities (indoor/outdoor)

- Cultural event centres (indoor/outdoor)
- Street markets

- Children play areas

- Kitchen garden (semi-private)

- Seating areas

- Social media platforms run by the refugees

- Community skill training centre run by
refugees

- Photo booths to establish their skills such
as (catering, teaching, organising, markets,
home services etc.) in public and semi-pub-
lic spaces for financial gain and networking

- Active community centres in the city to
reach out for volunteering activities
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4.

DESIGN +
POLICY RECOMMENDATION
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Selection of test lo-
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O religious places
® ¢yms

socio-cultural facilities(library, community
centres etc.) , retail, restaurants

I parks
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Strategic Urban Solutions For
Dutch Municipalities with Isolated
Temporary Asylum Shelters (AZC)

Guidelines for creating quality common spaces between
refugees living in isolated temporary asylum shelters and
natives

= Shibam

1 e stad Shibam vind je de Ommuurde Stad van Shibam
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source: Yemeni exhibition at the city church, M: ‘stuis, Mohammed_ﬁ}éom AZCiMaassluis
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Implemented by

Phasing

ot S - NI
X0~ T ol Gover, ~

Mega scale

Meso scale

Micro scale

- Establish better acces-
sibility and connectivity
to arrival infrastructures
such as public, semi-pub-
lic spaces, services, edu-
cation, employment etc.

- Establish design prin-
ciples for neighbour-
hoods that create spatial
changes and encourages
activities that support
community interaction.

- Identify suitable locations
as starting points for devel-
oping the quality of public
and semi-public spaces in
the city.

- Create visions for these
locations aiming at differ-
ent types of interaction be-
tween refugees and natives.

- Change and create land
use, zoning plans based
on the population growth,
age groups in the particu-
lar city, location etc.in
such a way that it creates
economic  opportunities
for refugees.

Refugees

Natives

- Propose and implement
suitable programmatic and
spatial interventions.

Evaluation

An evaluation framework should be established with the help of the results from the par-
ticipatory approach, observations on site, case studies and literature to help with tracking
the progress and impact of the project as per the vision.



Principles

Enhancing Community Engagement

Promoting Physical and Mental Wellbeing

Design guidelines

Change in building use

Creating Empowerment opportunities

PR
_Jﬂ AL AN

T
= r@ A |
)% m— 4" 1 -‘.’.IJ " ] O

' '%l/j ¥\l

Activate public space

Activate semi- public space




parking area along
the asylum shelter

trails in open green
areas with limited

activity

walking paths along

residential blocks
with limited activity

and walking |-

inactive bike
paths

Location 1
Home and
Boulevard
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inactive play area
near residential

blocks

limited seating and
parking along walking

paths



A public riverfront boulevard with ‘common spaces’ that provides differ-
ent settings for interactions between refugees and natives, enhancing
inclusion and cultural adaptation




Changes around the shelter
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Current use of spaces

workshop
spaces

canteen+
info-point

asylum
shelter
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A part of the warehouse
converted to community
canteen and workshop
spaces for skill sharing
activities
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Shaded gathering

Visible entry and view Improved walk and bike space in front of the
Semi-private community into the community paths to make the public shelter to escape
plots behind the warehouse plots to make natives space around the shelter the confines of the
to accommodate various aware and involved in active for daily use shelter
community activities the activities
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Lakefront viewpoint, Coimbatore, Oasis Designs Inc.

G

Shaded viewing points
at the water edge to
pause and have
conversations

Walk and bike paths at
levels for different
activities

Calm buffer space with
seating and walk trails to
give a sense of privacy
and relaxation

2

Semi-public seating nea
q;ofgt theatre,;lf_isbon"ﬁ

e @

Pedestrian paths that are

flexible to transform into

spaces for informal public
activities

Semi-public shaded
seating are provided along
the street to be inviting to
use and give identity to

the place

NN
NN

NN

INDOOR GYM

Functions in ground floor
of the buildings along the
street are accentuated to
make the spaces around

more active
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Evaluation
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Policy recommendation

European Union
scale

1. Frontex

2. Countries in E.U.

3. Third World
countries

4. United Nations
High Commission-
er for Refugees
(UNHCR)

Regional scale

National scale Local scale

1. North-Western 1. Ministry of Foreign 1. Municipalities
Europe Affairs
2. The Dutch Council
2. Ministry of for Refugees
Justice and Security
3. Local Non- govern-
3. Ministry of Defence mental organisations

4. Provinces

5. Dutch Red Cross

]

!

Policy recommendation Design recommendation

Distribution law

- Every municipality should be obliged to receive asylum seekers

- If municipalities cannot come to an agreement, the new law will allow the
State to designate suitable reception locations.

- The municipalities can propose smaller-scale locations if it does not have
enough resources, land area, inhabitants.. However they are obliged to plan to-
gether with the nerby municipalities to arrange for other alternative solutions

- The law should consider refugees to choose to locate at AZCs closer to their
family/friends (if present) in the country
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Quality spaces
around early arrival
infrastructures

Ensuring the presence of
semi-private spaces

Ensuring collaboration between
municipalities
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5.

REFLECTION

- Seeking for interviews regarding this topic with
the refugees was difficult as an international stu-
dent due to their vulnerable situation.But at a point
| was mistaken as a refugee myself.

- It was challenging to form conclusions and map
their living conditions and experiences with just
literature and online data. The problem can be very
context specific and interviews were necessary to
understand their individual difficulties and form de-
sign solutions.

- It was also challenging to form design solutions
for the project, since it is predominantly seen more
as a political problem across media. But, having had
interactions with refugees, their problems does re-
flect as spaces, which is not spoken about enough
in the society. | see this project as a small step
that can make natives and refugees see the spaces
around them as the opportunities to learn and em-
brace each others differences.

- The project is a work taking into the considera-
tion the current migration situation in the E.U. The
refugee crisis is dynamic and the project can take
different turns with the changing laws and political
situation in the Netherlands and E.U.

As a ‘migrant’ in this country trying to ‘fit in’ in every
way was and is still is challenging. | started this
project from being conscious about the fact that |
am different because of my skin colour, | get stere-
otyped of my culture, habits, abilities and values.

And it is hard to be acknowledged and seen and
treated as the ‘same’, in a country where | am the
minority. These factors not only influence my moti-
vation and confidence, but also in the way I inter-
act and move through spaces in my daily life.

With this project, | tried to act upon these similar
differences and struggles experienced by a more
vulnerable ‘migrant’ community and by possibly be-
ing a voice for them.
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Thank you!



don’t take
away our

culture

. ,v\/\/\/\ f\ \
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/
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we just

want to

have a

safe life

SHA Rii_fji;p SPACES
~ SHARED LIVES

 Imagining the integration of natives with refugees
~ living in isolated temporary asylum shelters through

common spaces of interaction

80



