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Vertical Campus
       as an

Interface
Encouraging interaction 
between different actors 
in The Hague
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“Learning depends on 
interacting with others, 
though there will always 
be an important place for 
personal study.”

Interface
1: A system of interaction 
or communication between 
different entities.

2: A point at which independent 
systems or diverse groups interact.

OECD handbook for 
Innovative Learning Environments, 2017

Importance of Interaction

for education
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Importance of Interaction

for education

“Between 1924 and 1997, over 168 studies were 
conducted comparing the relative efficacy of 
cooperative, competitive, and individualistic learning 
[...]. The results of these studies indicated that 
cooperative learning promoted higher individual 
achievement than did competitive (effect size=0.49) 
or individualistic (effect size=0.53) learning. These are 
significant and substantial increases in achievement.”

David W. Johnson, Roger T. Johnson, and Karl Smith, ‘The State of Cooperative Learning in Postsecondary 
and Professional Settings’, Educational Psychology Review 19, no. 1 (1 March 2007): 15–29, https://doi.
org/10.1007/s10648-006-9038-8.

Michael Schneider and Franzis Preckel, ‘Variables Associated with Achievement in Higher Education: A 
Systematic Review of Meta-Analyses.’, Psychological Bulletin 143, no. 6 (2017): 565–600, https://doi.
org/10.1037/bul0000098.
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Importance of Interaction

for education

Lifelong learning = informal learning = interaction with industry & professionals
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the Vertical Campus 
works as an interface 
on different levels, 

starting from an 
urban scale all the 

way to the different 
users of the Vertical 

Campus.
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Brief from the syllabus

Learning:
10.400

Leisure:
2.400

Storage:
10.000

Offices:
10.000
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Lobby

Retail

Lounge

SportsBar/Cafe

Restaurant

800400 400 400 500 1000

Play and learn Learn & Discover Library & media

2000 1500 1500 1000 1000400 5001500 1500

Teach & Develop ExhibitionVirtuality

Workshops Learn & Develop Lecture theatres

~7.500

Offices

Storage & circulation

~7.000

Bicycle parking

~1.000

Car parking

~2.000

Focus on interaction & leisure
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Learn & Discover
Sports & leisure

Learn & Develop
Library & Research

Teach & Develop
Library & classrooms

Learn & Develop
Leisure & studios

Teach & Develop
Workshops & studios

Learn & Discover
Offices & meeting rooms

Conference rooms

Learn & Develop
Workshops & studios

Offices

Program & Circulation
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Location

within The Hague
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Density

High density Low density
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Zoning

Governmental 
offices

Offices Mixed Residential Educational
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Flows

Heavy traffic Light traffic New access
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P
O

W
E

R

Ministry for 
Economic Affairs 
and Agriculture

PBL Netherlands 
Environmental Assessment 
Agency

Ministery of 
Education, 
Sciene and 
Culture

Ministery of 
External 
Affairs

Ministery of 
Infrastructure and 
Water Management

UNICEF

National 
Ombudsman

Netherlands 
Nutrition 
Center

VNO-NCW

SSC DJI

Hotel, Offices, NGOs, 
Research institutes

NS Building

Bank, Offices
Highschool 
Zandvliet

Mondrian 
School

University of 
Applied Sciences 
Inholland

Economic and 
Social Council

Temporary House
of Representatives

DECISION-MAKERS

ADVISORY & OPERATIONAL

EDUCATION

RESIDENTIAL

P1 ambitions

Importance of Interaction
for The Hague
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Current situation
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Public plinth Urban square

Capacity Plan

Strategies
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Evolution of form
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Evolution of formEvolution of form
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Evolution of formEvolution of form
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Current situation
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Demolition
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Addition



Ruben Schonewille, 4594991, 29



Ruben Schonewille, 4594991, 30



Ruben Schonewille, 4594991, 31



Ruben Schonewille, 4594991, 32



Ruben Schonewille, 4594991, 33



Ruben Schonewille, 4594991, 34

+0 -4000

+2500

+1000

+0

Typical floorplan

13th floor
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Informal

Collective

Formal

Individual

Accessible Inaccessible

Specific Generic

Rigid Flexible

Characteristics of educational environments

The educational environments found throughout the Vertical Campus 
are based on combinations of the following aspects:
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Academic landscape

Focus alcove

Group study

Permeable classroom

Phone booths

Flexible academy

Typical learning environment

8th floor
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12 - sports
49000

13
53000

14
57000

15 - restaurant
61000

16
65000

12 - sports
49000

13
53000
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57000

15 - restaurant
61000

16
65000
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North Elevation
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7,5 m

8,2 m

6,0 m

7,5 m
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Assembly

Main structure
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Assembly

Main structure + infill
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Assembly

Main structure + infill + reuse
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12 - sports
49000
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53000

14
57000

15 - restaurant
61000

16
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53000
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16
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 1 : 5
Detail steel floor + prefab

Typical facade-floor detail
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Climate

Decentralised Underfloor Air 
Treatment & Distribution

Natural ventilation in 
semi-conditioned 
circulation space

Outer shell as shading & 
windbreaking device

Decentralised Underfloor 
Air Treatment & 
Distribution

Balanced ventilation & 
heat recovery for specific 
spaces

Rainwater retention for 
dressing rooms

Option for natural 
ventilation

Outer shell as shading 
& windbreaking device

Centralised air exhaust
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